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Front cover: Sira Evariste Sanou, a metalworking apprentice at a trade school 
in Bobo-Dioulasso, Burkina Faso. UNV volunteers work with the school to
provide disadvantaged youth with training to improve their employability and
integration into society. Photo: UNV/Jean-Baptiste Avril

Inside cover: Pham Thi Hue with her son in Haiphong, Viet Nam. A national 
UNV volunteer with the Greater Involvement of People Living with HIV/AIDS
(GIPA) project, Pham, who is HIV positive, is an outspoken advocate for
people living with and/or affected by the disease. In 2004, she was named 
an ‘Asian Hero’ by TIME Asia magazine. Photo: Lam Duc Hien 
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WHY? Volunteering brings benefits to both society at
large and the individual volunteer. It makes important
contributions, economically as well as socially. It
contributes to a more cohesive society by building trust
and reciprocity among citizens.

WHAT? The United Nations Volunteers (UNV) programme
is the UN organization that supports sustainable 
human development globally through the promotion of
volunteerism, including the mobilization of volunteers. 

HOW? It serves the causes of peace and development
through enhancing opportunities for participation by all
peoples. It is universal, inclusive and embraces volunteer
action in all its diversity. It values free will, commitment,
engagement and solidarity, which are the foundations of
volunteerism.

MISSION STATEMENT

United Nations Volunteers is administered by the 

United Nations Development Programme (UNDP)
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EXPANDING THE SCOPE OF DEVELOPMENT

Message of the Administrator, United Nations Development Programme (UNDP)
Kemal Derviş

The gathering last September of global leaders at 
the 2005 World Summit re-affirmed the international
community’s determination to achieve the Millennium
Development Goals (MDGs). I urge national govern-
ments, as they set in motion their plans for the fight
against poverty, to take advantage of every resource. 

One of our finest resources is the United Nations
Volunteers (UNV) programme. 

UNV is helping to redefine development. It works
closely with a wide array of UN agencies, funds and
partners to bring entire communities into the active
service of their own cause. It makes distinctive con-
tributions to national capacity building, the process 
of empowering countries to improve the lives of their
citizens, which is at the very heart of the agenda 
of UNDP.  

By building capacity, and doing so with an approach
that puts human rights at the forefront, UNDP and 
UNV give countries the tools they need to achieve the
MDGs. With partner nations, we are working to combat
poverty; ensure fair and efficient energy distribution 
with minimal environmental impact; battle the spread 
of HIV/AIDS; support democratic governance; and
strengthen our ability to prevent and respond to crises.
In all these endeavours, we are striving to tackle the
deep-seated inequalities between men and women 
that so often hampers progress across all these fronts.

I have seen UNV in action in the field; it is making
remarkable contributions. The majority of the 8,100
UNV volunteers are from developing countries and
nearly 40 percent worked in their homeland in 2005. 
In these statistics, we see UNV on the front lines of
efforts to build capacity. We see the essence of South-
South cooperation: local people using their specialized
skills and knowledge to help themselves, their peers 

and their neighbours. Indeed, we see UNV making
volunteerism in its various forms – mutual aid and 
self-help, philanthropy and service, advocacy and
campaigning – an effective driver of development. 

UNV works with governments to find ways and means
for citizens to get involved. Pakistan’s National Volunteer
Movement is a fine example from 2005. Set up in
response to last October’s earthquake, this movement
has given the people of Pakistan a chance to join in 
the global response to the disaster.  

Accomplishments like this highlight UNV’s essential 
role within both UNDP and the UN system as a whole.
UNV volunteers stepped forward in 2005 to foster
empowerment, ownership and participation for those
afflicted by poverty and exclusion. They continue to
expand the scope of development. Let us emulate 
their energy and dedication in our efforts to achieve 
the MDGs.
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DEFINING DISTINCTIVE CONTRIBUTIONS

Message of the Executive Coordinator, United Nations Volunteers (UNV) programme
Ad de Raad

The cover of this year’s annual report is an exciting ex-
pression of what UNV can bring to development. The
young man and woman featured on the front and back
are not UNV volunteers. They did however participate 
in a UNV supported programme in Burkina Faso that
supports disadvantaged youth to overcome poverty and
social exclusion through skills training and self-esteem
counselling. Soon we expect them to volunteer them-
selves and to share their skills and experiences with
their peers.

The three areas of distinctive contributions that
characterize UNV’s work and that are introduced in this
report are well illustrated by this programme. The first
distinctive contribution focuses on enabling disadvan-
taged groups and communities to gain wider access to
opportunities and services and to enhance the delivery
of these services. In the example, and through our part-
ners, young people are offered opportunities to obtain
skills training and to find employment. The second dis-
tinctive contribution focuses on inclusion and participation
and involves promoting the involvement of all stake-
holders, in particular the disadvantaged, in processes that
affect their well-being. Again, the programme in Burkina
Faso provides an excellent example of the inclusion of
young people by improving their chances for reintegration
into society. The third distinctive contribution focuses on
community mobilization through voluntary action. The
young people who participate in the programme are in
turn encouraged and coached to volunteer to help further
address local development needs. 

These distinctive contributions describe the impact and
added value of our work in each country where we are
present, especially within the context of meeting the eight
MDGs. Achieving the Goals will require the engagement
of many millions of citizens through voluntary action,
especially in their own communities. These millions
include the many thousands of UNV volunteers who

serve each year. By tapping into, and building up, the
stock of knowledge, social entrepreneurship and solidarity
in a country, volunteerism helps to develop sustainable
capacities and strengthens values based on collaboration
and partnership. We call this ‘volunteerism for develop-
ment’ or ‘V4D’. Such capacities and values will be
important in addressing the challenge of the MDGs. 

Where properly recognized and strategically promoted
and facilitated, voluntary action can make all the
difference. We are, therefore, increasingly engaged in
ensuring that volunteerism in its multiple forms activates
drivers of development effectiveness, such as building
national capacities, promoting national ownership, ad-
vocating and fostering an enabling environment, seeking
South-South solutions, promoting gender equity, and
forging strategic partnerships. It is for this reason that
UNV has become intentional about its impact as a global
advocate for V4D as well as a promoter for integrating
the concept of volunteerism into development planning
and programming. This approach is grounded in the UN
General Assembly’s resolution A/60/128, adopted on
16 December 2005, which reaffirmed the international
community’s recognition of volunteerism as an important
component of any strategy aimed at poverty reduction
and singled out for special mention the contribution
made by UNV.

In 2005, more than 8,100 UNV volunteers from 168
countries worked in 144 countries worldwide. Some 76
per cent of them came from developing countries with
almost half of these volunteering in their own countries. 

Our actions over the past year, in collaboration with other
UN Departments, Agencies, Funds and Programmes,
and other partners, helped to establish momentum
towards the achievement of the MDGs. I am very proud
of what the programme and the thousands of UNV
volunteers across the globe have achieved. The distinctive
contributions they made through their solidarity-driven
engagement, commitment, dedication, pragmatism and
people-centred approaches, are illustrated throughout
this report and they continue to be a source of inspiration.
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At the heart of UNV is the conviction that voluntary action by many
millions of people is a vastly under recognized and underutilized
resource, one that if fully harnessed could strengthen efforts in
tackling development challenges worldwide. This annual report 
highlights examples of UNV’s activities within a framework of three
areas of distinctive contributions that: widen access to services and 
improve delivery of services; bring about inclusion and participation 
of those who are excluded; and mobilize communities through
voluntary action.

These contributions are an integral part of UNV’s focus on advocating
globally for volunteerism for development, integrating volunteerism 
into development programming and mobilizing volunteers. To this end,
UNV’s activities support: achieving the MDGs and reducing human
poverty; fostering democratic governance; promoting energy and
environmental policies that drive sustainable development forward;
strengthening resources to prevent and respond to crises; and 
fighting the spread of HIV/AIDS.

Above: A meeting of the Botswana Network of People Living with HIV/AIDS (BONEPWA+) on the outskirts of
Gaborone. UNV volunteers work with the organization and others in the Southern Africa region to include people
infected and affected by HIV/AIDS in developing responses to the pandemic. Photo: UNV/Jean-Baptiste Avril

Page 5: Left to right: UNV volunteers Anil Adhikary, Nisha Sharma, both of Nepal, and Than Nyunt of Myanmar on 
the move in Phonxay, Louangphrabang province, Lao PDR. The volunteers work in rural areas to mobilize communities
in a decentralized governance for poverty alleviation initiative. Photo: UNV/Wanna Lassamee
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CHAPTER 1

ACCESS TO SERVICES AND SERVICE DELIVERY 
A defining role in development
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This area of contribution focuses on enabling dis-
advantaged groups and communities to have wider
access to services and enhancing the delivery of such
services. From the local community perspective, this
entails strengthening the functioning of volunteer in-
volving organizations, including the way they represent
the interests of local stakeholders; improving dis-
semination of information to communities on available
services; and encouraging the sharing of knowledge
within and between communities. For service providers,
it includes heightening the understanding of local
needs and effective delivery processes as well as
facilitating coordination between institutions. UNV
works with target groups to better articulate their 
demand for services and with service providers to en-
sure they understand local needs and are able to
integrate them into the programming of service delivery.

• • • A first example of access to and delivery of 
services comes from Ethiopia. As part of a decentralized
federation, the country’s regions faced key challenges in
generating and managing their development resources.
In partnership with the central government, more than
100 Ethiopian UNV volunteers contributed to enhancing
aid coordination and financial management, involving
communities in development planning and implemen-
tation, and improving monitoring and evaluation of pro-
gress towards achieving the MDGs. The UNV volunteers
also designed systems to improve access to information,
including the creation of an e-government platform with
key social and economic data, as well as an Internet-
based network linking 200 high schools for interactive
communication and learning. 

• • • In Burkina Faso, a UNV-supported project on poverty
reduction among youth expanded in 2005 to include the
entire Hauts-Bassin region. The project, known by its
French acronym REPAJE, provided underprivileged youth
– mainly street children and orphans – with skills training
and self-esteem counselling to better their chances for
reintegration into society. It also encouraged self-
sufficiency through the sponsorship of small grants to
start micro-projects. Counselling and career orientation
centres created by REPAJE welcomed nearly 1,500 people,
offering assistance in securing on-the-job training and
helping school dropouts return to class to complete their
studies. REPAJE also facilitated better coordination among
civil society organizations and public structures working
with and for youth as well as established a network of
volunteer communicators to support awareness-raising
campaigns on youth and volunteerism. The project's next

aim is to mobilize the trained youth as volunteers to share
their skills with their peers. UNV is also working with the
government to establish a national volunteer programme
that will engage the country's educated young people in
building capacities in prioritized development sectors.

• • • In neighbouring Niger, the enhancement of local
service delivery has had positive results. Local officials 
in Mayahi District trained by UNV volunteers in budgeting
and financing achieved a 30 per cent increase in tax
revenue. Across the country, some 1,000 local officials
received similar training, which helped improve tax 
revenue collection and through that financed better-
quality local services.

• • • A successful example of the involvement of young
people in local poverty reduction initiatives comes from
Bolivia. As part of the country’s national strategy to fight
poverty, UNV assisted in the development of a university
volunteer programme to mobilize 1,100 students, half 
of them women, to support 175 municipalities in imple-
menting poverty reduction strategies. Student volunteers
helped one municipality develop its first comprehensive
database of rural cooperatives, which contributed to more
targeted policy planning and services. UNV also sup-
ported the government in developing a national law on
volunteering that provided the necessary recognition and
support to continue volunteerism’s role in the country’s
development. UNV worked with Brazil, Colombia,
Dominican Republic, Ecuador and Guatemala to develop
similar volunteering programmes.

• • • UNV’s support to the delivery of emergency
services during humanitarian crises was well recognized
in 2005. The UN Refugee Agency (UNHCR) and UNV
signed a global Memorandum of Understanding to further
strengthen the role of UNV volunteers in responding 
to the plight of refugees worldwide. In the past year,
some 750 UNV volunteers provided substantive and
operational support to ensure access to the most basic
services, ranging from the initial set up and daily logistic
management of refugee camps to community services,
legal affairs and information dissemination.

• • • Sudan is experiencing one of the worst humanitarian
crises in recent times. In early 2005, teams of UNV
volunteers were among the first international observers
as part of the UN Mission in Sudan (UNMIS) to go into
the country’s Darfur region to compile information
contributing to documents used by the UN when reporting
continued on page 9
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Young people active in skills training in Burkina Faso. UNV volunteers support underprivileged youth overcome poverty by providing
access to skills training in such areas as tailoring and woodworking. Photos: UNV/Jean-Baptiste Avril
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Above: A health volunteer checks an elderly woman’s vital signs at a volunteer-run health centre in Banda Aceh,
Indonesia. The centre was the result of a partnership between the NGO Yayasan Bina Mandiri and UNV following the
December 2004 Indian Ocean tsunami. Photo: UNV/Oliver Wittershagen

Below: UNV volunteers Gilberto Sousa of Brazil and Alina Müller of Sweden visit a favela – a slum – in the 
coastal city of Salvador de Bahia, Brazil. The volunteers are part of a disaster prevention programme that also focuses
on improving living conditions within the city’s favelas. Photo: UNV/Andrew Smith
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on the human rights situation. Serving as human rights
officers, UNV volunteers reached out to victims of attacks,
witnesses, relatives and local authorities to gather
testimonies and evidence as well as to monitor the
frequency and scale of violence. 

• • • UNV shifted its support to the countries hit by the
2004 tsunami from relief to reconstruction and recovery
in 2005. In the Maldives, UNV supported a project that
boosted women’s livelihoods by providing modest grants
to kick-start small businesses – from tailoring to fish
processing. UNV volunteers worked with local women
and the Ministry of Gender to select grants, identify
potential female leaders and monitor the businesses.
Assistance was also provided to island communities 
in establishing sustainable income-generation initiatives
to benefit all residents. In Banda Aceh, Indonesia, an
NGO-managed crisis centre set up with the support of
UNV immediately following the tsunami expanded its
volunteer-run medical and counselling services to nearby
towns. It provided a free on-site medical clinic, and for
those unable to travel the NGO offered a mobile service
reaching dozens of communities. Additionally, UNV
volunteers assisted governments and communities im-
plement disaster reduction plans. In Sri Lanka, UNV
partnered with the Global Environmental Facility’s (GEF)
Small Grants Programme (SGP) to support local com-
munity organizations affected by the tsunami to rebuild
the coastal environment. UNV volunteers worked with
the organizations to increase their capacity to plan,
implement and dialogue with community members.

• • • The HIV/AIDS pandemic challenges many govern-
ments worldwide. To this end, UNV supports capacity
building of the health sector and other public services to
better respond to the pandemic. In Guyana, UNV volunteer
physicians under a new initiative supported by the
American Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR) had
a dual task: first to provide immediate health care delivery
and second to boost the country’s national capacity to
equip its own doctors with skills to address HIV/AIDS. To
build up this needed knowledge-base, the UNV volunteer
physicians, who were mainly from the South, conducted
training seminars with front-line health workers and held
information sessions on prevention and treatment
services for families and those living with or affected by
HIV/AIDS. With the help of local volunteers, the
physicians conducted medical outreach clinics in rural
communities, places previously excluded from HIV/AIDS
programme outreach. 

• • • In 2005, UNV continued to assist UNDP’s Southern
Africa Capacity Initiative (SACI) in offsetting the dramatic
loss of skilled human resources resulting from the
HIV/AIDS pandemic and building longer-term solutions
to address capacity issues. Some 155 UNV volunteers –
70 per cent from the South, mainly African – worked with
the governments of the region and many partners to
develop innovative approaches to stop the erosion 
of human resources, strengthen HIV/AIDS awareness
initiatives and coordinate community-based support
mechanisms. A national UNV programme launched in
Zambia supported the public administration to improve
policy design, programming quality and absorption
capacity to effectively utilize donor resources. UNV
volunteers helped district AIDS task forces streamline
working procedures and planning mechanisms as well
as supported the creation of village task forces to serve
as platforms for community members and traditional
leaders to better articulate demand for services. They
also extended technical support to community groups
and connected them to sources of funding. Local organi-
zations in one district helped 1,400 of the poorest
women across 30 villages generate income through
micro-finance projects.

• • • People from around the world logged on to 
the UNV-managed Online Volunteering service
(www.onlinevolunteering.org) to share skills and time 
to support local NGOs and international organizations 
in carrying out HIV/AIDS initiatives. One volunteer in 
the United Kingdom provided support in marketing,
proposal writing and strategic planning for Reach Out, 
a woman-focused NGO in Cameroon. As a result, 
Reach Out secured a grant to provide home-based care
and psychosocial assistance. Reach Out shared its
experience with a Nigerian NGO that integrated a similar
strategy and implemented a volunteer-run homebased
training programme.
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INCLUSION AND PARTICIPATION
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This contribution involves promoting the inclusion 
of all stakeholders, in particular the disadvantaged, 
in processes that affect their well-being. It includes
making information available on opportunities and
how to participate; putting in place sustainable
strategies and processes for participation; establishing
and strengthening networks to facilitate access of
targeted groups to decision making processes; and
ensuring mechanisms are set up in a way that
facilitates dialogue between actors at various levels
of decision making. UNV’s extensive role in elections
is a good illustration of its value added in this area.
Others include UNV’s efforts to ensure that women,
youth, those affected by HIV/AIDS as well as other
vulnerable groups are included in voluntary task
groups that address issues of concern. UNV equally
embraces local volunteerism as a vehicle to foster
reconciliation and bring divided societies together,
thereby strengthening communities’ resilience and
ability to cope in a post-conflict environment.

• • • The desire for peace in Liberia received a strong
vote of confidence on October 11, 2005, when Liberians
turned out to cast ballots in the country’s first post-war
elections. This resulted in Africa’s first elected female
head of state. UNV volunteer electoral officers attached
to the UN Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) were engaged in 
all aspects of the electoral process, playing a leading
role in registering some 1.3 million voters. In addition to
building the capacity of newly recruited staff of Liberia’s
National Electoral Commission, UNV volunteers trained
some 18,500 national staff in all eighteen provincial 
UN electoral offices. In Burundi and most recently Haiti, 
UNV volunteers working with the UN missions there –
ONUB and MINUSTAH respectively – provided technical
and logistical assistance to the UN and national electoral
bodies in identifying and furnishing voting centres 
and helping organize voter registration campaigns. In 
the Democratic Republic of the Congo, UNV volunteers
supporting MONUC, the UN peacekeeping mission,
prepared for scheduled elections in 2006.
continued on page 15

Page 10: Shoppers at a market in Cairo’s Mohandeseen district. Egyptian UNV volunteer Ahmed Mohamed (far right) explains the market’s weekly-weighted 
price approach to customers. The pilot initiative, which has its roots in Venezuela, aims to boost the income of small producers and provide low-income
earners with healthy produce below conventional costs. Photo: UNV/Steven Bagshaw

Below: German UNV volunteer Karin Müller informs residents of Dumi village, Kinshasa province, Democratic Republic of the Congo, of upcoming national
elections to ensure the inclusion and participation of the population in the democratic process. Photo: UNV/Fabienne Copin
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A cooking oil merchant at a market in Chongwe, Zambia. She opened her business with a small loan from a microfinance NGO that received capacity
building support from UNV volunteers. Photo: UNV/Jean-Baptiste Avril



Angele Sanou is an instructor at a training centre for disabled youth in Bobo-Dioulasso, Burkina Faso. The centre provides students with a trade to earn a living.
Hundreds of Burkinabe disadvantaged youth have received training through the UNDP/UNV project known by its acronym REPAJE. Photo: UNV/Jean-Baptiste Avril 
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Carmine Camerini of Italy, a UNV volunteer public information officer with the UN Mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (MONUC),
posts a public notice on the mission’s efforts to disarm and reintegrate former fighters in Aru, Orientale province. Photo: UNV/Fabienne Copin

The UNDP Resident Representative for Guatemala Barbara Pesce Monteiro (wearing blue UNV vest) briefs residents of Agua Escondida
village, Quiché department, on aid information following Hurricane Stan, which ripped through the region in October 2005. UNV volunteers
played an instrumental role in coordinating the UN system’s response to the disaster. Photo: UNV/Aidan Leavy
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Stationed in remote villages, some 150 UNV volunteers,
nearly half were women, reached out to isolated groups
to encourage their participation and inclusion in the 
vote. To motivate women, they worked with local female
leadership to equip them with information and tools to
spread the voting message.

• • • During 2005, Kyrgyzstan suffered from political
turmoil. To improve the situation, UNV was engaged to
help establish volunteer networks as a method to tackle
voter apathy among young people. Youth volunteers
worked throughout the country before last October’s
election to raise awareness of the upcoming vote, political
structures, and voter rights and responsibilities. For
many young people, who felt alienated by the system,
this was their first contact with politics. Working in teams
of two, the volunteers spent several days in each com-
munity fostering discussions between youth and political
candidates. These one-on-one interactions enabled youth
and politicians to better understand each other’s issues
and concerns. With support from the Organization for
Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) and national
counterparts, the youth in elections project was part of a
larger initiative that provided young people with volunteer
opportunities and advocated for their participation in
community planning and decision-making processes.

• • • The networks of reciprocity that bind members 
of a society – or social capital – have been observed to
help address conflict. This approach supported the UN
Mission in Sierra Leone (UNAMSIL) bring about sustain-
able reintegration of thousands of ex-combatants into
their communities. Spearheading the implementation 
of UNDP’s StopGap programme (Winner of the UN 21
Awards 2004), UNV volunteers supported community-
based organizations in managing quick-impact community
infrastructure and agricultural development projects that
employed thousands of ex-combatants and community
members. With UNV’s Special Voluntary Fund (SVF) – 
a mechanism to fund UNV-led pilot projects – national
UNV volunteers helped to re-broker community relations
by coaching youth leaders to become part of local
councils as well as organizing recreational, cultural and
sports activities.

• • • A UNV-supported project has uniquely combined 
a gender budgeting approach with the recognition, pro-
motion and validation of the unpaid work that women do
as volunteers in their communities. In late 2005, UNV
joined the UN Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM)
in its efforts to mainstream a gender perspective into

local government participatory processes and recognize
women’s voluntary contributions to national development
in Latin America. The project began to first take shape in
five countries – Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Ecuador and
Peru – where UNV volunteers worked with local counter-
parts to make government and society more sensitive 
to gender equality and participation.

• • • The actions of Toshiko Kitahara, a UNV volunteer
from Japan, serve as an excellent example of the inclusion
of girls in education. As a UNV volunteer with the World
Food Programme’s (WFP) food for education unit in
Afghanistan, Toshiko was shocked to learn that girls in
Ragh, a district in Badakhshan province, never attended
school. After speaking with various organizations and
government agencies, and realizing that no school was
in the works, Toshiko took matters into her own hands.
She rallied friends, donors and anyone she met to con-
tribute to constructing a school. More than 140 individuals
and organizations supported the project that once com-
pleted will welcome 700 primary age girls.

• • • UNV also supports the Greater Involvement of
People Living with HIV/AIDS (GIPA), an initiative 
of the Joint UN Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS). 
In Cambodia, with SVF funding, UNV supported the
inclusion of people living with or affected by HIV/AIDS
(PLHA). Placed within government institutions leading
the national response to the pandemic, Cambodian UNV
volunteers, some of whom were HIV positive, helped
local organizations integrate PLHA into their programmes
and advocate for the inclusion of PLHA issues in national
planning processes. Focusing on gender-specific needs,
they worked to reduce the incidence of discrimination
against women in the workplace. They also assisted
national PLHA networks create women-specific task
forces and increase female membership, which reached
5,000 across the country’s 12 provinces. A comparative
study of project evaluations in Africa, Asia and the
Caribbean confirmed the effectiveness of national UNV
volunteers in implementing the GIPA approach. The
study highlighted the tripartite partnership between
UNAIDS, UNDP and UNV as an effective GIPA
implementing strategy.

• • • Salika Botsabang, Mao Meas and Nunlada Punyarut
have made quite a name for themselves. As national
UNV volunteers in 2005 in Laos, Cambodia and Thailand
respectively, they became known as the ‘Charlie’s Angels’
of good environmental governance in the Mekong River
Basin – a reference to a TV and film series featuring
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three crime fighting, problem-solving women. The UNV
volunteers were part of a pilot project aimed at protecting
the Mekong River, its resources and the livelihoods of
those along its banks. The river itself is one of the world’s
longest. Poor environmental practices and a growing
population have led to unstable conditions that threaten
the river’s ecosystem. Throughout the year, Community
Dialogue sessions were held, where the UNV volunteers,
acting as mediators and translators of complex policies,
led the communities into discussion. Most importantly,
they helped build-up the capacity of the communities by
providing training and tools to develop locally driven
action plans. Several of the communities secured small
grants to carry out riverbank protection, fish stock con-
servation and water quality monitoring.

Above: National UNV volunteer Nunlanda Punyarut (standing) and members of the Heuy Leuk
community gather by the Mekong River, Thailand, to develop ideas on producing organic
fertilizer with the Pon Sa-ad community across the river in Lao PDR. Cross-cultural dialogue 
is at the centre of a project to protect the Mekong River. Photo: Peerakit Corporate Photography

Left: Girls attending the first girls' school in Ragh district, Badakhshan province, Afghanistan.
The school was constructed with funds raised by Toshiko Kitahara, a Japanese UNV volunteer
serving with the World Food Programme. Photo: WFP

Page 17: National UNV volunteer Nguyen Cong Khiet (centre) with Viet Nam Youth Union
volunteers at My Son Sanctuary in central Viet Nam. The sanctuary is one of three UNESCO
World Heritage Sites in the country that UNV volunteers are assisting youth volunteers to
preserve. Photo: UNV/Horst Wagner
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CHAPTER 3

COMMUNITY MOBILIZATION
THROUGH VOLUNTARY ACTION
Engaging civil society
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This contribution focuses on fostering community
mobilization through voluntary action to address local
development issues. It includes: promoting greater
awareness among communities of common issues
and alternative ways to address them; enhancing local
capacity to develop project proposals and manage
implementation; improving networking and communi-
cation among local people; establishing systems for
interaction and knowledge sharing; familiarizing local
people with improved group action techniques;
strengthening community leadership; and creating 
or upgrading instruments available at the local level 
to document processes and accomplishments. An
example of this type of contribution is support UNV
provides for the implementation of self-help initiatives
in a wide range of areas on the part of local volunteer
based groups equipped with relevant skills and ma-
terials, which results in increased local self-reliance.

• • • Partnering with UNICEF’s fight against infant
mortality in Mali, UNV promoted the involvement of
thousands of families in six health districts across the
country. Districts covered saw a 21 per cent decrease 
in child mortality over three years – 12 per cent above
districts without such large-scale volunteer-based
community mobilization. UNV volunteers organized a
network of more than 5,000 community workers to train
households on practices conducive to child health, such
as disease prevention, proper hygiene and nutrition.
Other health indicators also improved, including reduced
incidence of malaria and increases in child immunization.
Mobilizing volunteer community workers was integrated
as a key programming component in expanded child
health programmes in an additional six districts.

• • • Attending funerals was not in Tsholofelo Barei’s 
job description when she signed on as a national UNV
volunteer in Botswana in 2004. Yet she developed an 
unusual approach to get people to listen to her talks on
HIV/AIDS. To educate youth, she used every possible
occasion and the death of a village teenager from an
AIDS-related illness provided no better time than to
discuss the reality of the epidemic in her country. Out-
side of the Southern Africa context, Tsholofelo’s actions
may be considered insensitive, but in Botswana, with 
a 37 percent adult infection rate and a life expectancy
hovering at 38, extreme measures were necessary.
Tsholofelo was one of several UNV volunteers mobilized
in the country to tackle HIV/AIDS head-on. They used
the Kgotla, a traditional community-gathering place in
Botswana, as a platform for sharing information about

HIV. They also provided skills and expertise in a range 
of fields, such as medical, planning, policy and technical
support, to complement the actions of governments and
civil society. A major focus of their efforts was to mobilize
and train community volunteers to reinforce local capacity,
especially in areas where external help for education 
and support to those affected and infected was limited.

• • • For Olga Kolosyuk from the Ukraine, clean water
represents progress in a post-Chernobyl world. The fact
that her village has safe drinking water demonstrates
what people can accomplish when they get organized.
Olga was one of numerous volunteers who with support
from UNV set-up a community organization in their
village. More than 200 community-led organizations like
Olga’s exist throughout the Chernobyl nuclear disaster
affected area. The organizations were established be-
tween 2002 and 2005 as part of the Chernobyl Recovery
and Development Programme, a joint initiative of the
Government of Ukraine, UNDP, UNV and the UN Office
for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA),
with financial support from various donors. With a focus
on self-governance, inclusion and community develop-
ment, the programme used mixed teams of Ukrainian
and international UNV volunteers to train the organizations’
members in all aspects of project implementation. With
participation a key aspect of the process, the UNV
volunteers promoted engagement through volunteerism,
especially among youth, to encourage residents to take
the lead in bettering their situation. As a result, the
community-led organizations raised funds and received
grants to renovate clinics and schools, rebuild water
system infrastructure and open youth centres. 

• • • UNV also assists in broadening human rights 
and justice institutions at the sub-national level. UNV
volunteers in Uganda helped to strengthen the National
Human Rights Commission’s outreach in post-conflict
areas. Tapping into existing local volunteer practices,
they assisted citizens in forming voluntary action groups,
training them to promote and monitor human rights in
their villages as well as to report human rights violations
on behalf of community members. Mobilizing the
community led to a marked increase in the reporting 
of human rights violations.

• • • In Egypt, a human rights-based community out-
reach strategy for eliminating the practice of Female
Genital Mutilation (FGM) was supported by UNV. 
continued on page 20
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—19—Botswanan UNV volunteer Tsholofelo Barei visits the home of a man living with HIV/AIDS. Photo: UNV/Jean-Baptiste Avril
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Volunteers from Aldea El Cedro, San Marcos department, Guatemala, repair a pathway destroyed by Hurricane Stan. UNV volunteers in Guatemala supported
affected communities in coming together to take the lead in initiating reconstruction projects. Photo: Mario Fernández

National UNV volunteers were involved as youth leaders
at the village level to raise awareness about the health-
related consequences of FGM, and to advocate against
the social pressure on young girls and women. Reaching
out to peers, they mobilized more than a thousand young
people to further disseminate the message. Several
villages made public declarations renouncing FGM. In
addition, national partners announced plans to replicate
the approach of mobilizing young community leaders in
other fields of child and women’s rights protection.

• • • Desertification is both a major cause and
consequence of rural poverty. Partnering with the UN
Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD), UNV
introduced an innovative approach to address youth
unemployment in Cape Verde. UNV worked with national
youth centres across the country to establish a youth
volunteer corps for the environment that engaged 
jobless young people in combating land degradation. 

The volunteers, mostly women, acquired skills in 
implementing environmentally sensitive income-generating
projects. Reinvigorating the Cape Verde tradition of
mutual assistance – ‘djunta mô’ in the native Creole –
the volunteer corps also stimulated renewed national
dialogue on volunteerism, the development of a
volunteer law and a national volunteer programme.

• • • Recognizing that regional integration can be 
an important catalyst for development and confidence
building in post conflict environments, UNV in 2005
launched an initiative for cross-border volunteer ex-
changes to foster poverty reduction and social cohesion
in South-Eastern Europe. Volunteers from Albania, Bosnia
and Herzegovina, Croatia, the Former Yugoslav Republic
of Macedonia, and Serbia and Montenegro served 
within civil society organizations working to achieve the
MDGs. In Africa, UNV teamed up with the Economic
Community of West African States (ECOWAS) to promote
the contribution of volunteerism to stabilize the region.
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• • • From giant banners covering the façade of the
nation’s stock exchange, to advertisements on MTV
Brazil, and a float at the Carnival in Rio de Janeiro, the
MDGs have taken Brazil by storm. In the past year, mixed
teams of Brazilian and Italian UNV volunteers and
university volunteers from the United Kingdom worked
with local partners to generate awareness and encourage
participation. The team, together with the NGO Natal
Voluntarios, partnered with Brazil’s postal service Correios
in the state of Rio Grande do Norte to train postal staff
on how to promote the MDGs. As a result, an innovative
and cross cutting publicity campaign boosted awareness
of the MDGs.

UNV and the NGO Natal Voluntarios have teamed up with Brazil’s postal service Correios in the state of Rio Grande do Norte to promote the
MDGs. Chiara Guidetti, an Italian UNV volunteer (right), speaks to postal staff on the roll-out of the MDG campaign. Photo: UNV/Andrew Smith
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For general information about
the UNV programme, contact:

United Nations Volunteers
Postfach 260 111
D-53153 Bonn, Germany
Telephone: (49 228) 815 2000
Fax: (49 228) 815 2001
Email: hq@unvolunteers.org
Internet: http://www.unvolunteers.org

One United Nations Plaza (UH#7)
New York, NY 10017, USA
Telephone: (1 212) 906 3639
Fax: (1 212) 906 3659

For more information
about becoming a UNV volunteer, contact:

Cyprus Recruitment Resources Centre
P.O. Box 25711
1311 Nicosia, Cyprus
Telephone: (357 22) 87 83 60
Fax: (357 22) 87 83 61
Email: enquiry@unvolunteers.org

Päivi Anttila of Finland is a UNV volunteer child protection officer with UNICEF in Zambia. Part of her work is to
monitor how NGOs use funds from UNICEF. With Margaret Chilolo, a representative of an NGO, she monitors Chingola
village’s community school project. Photo: UNV/Jean-Baptiste Avril



Inside, back cover: Children from Honduras’ Gracias a Dios department happily
sing and dance about. The image is one of more than 23,000 photographs
shot during a 24-hour period as part of a UNV-initiated culture promotion
project. Seventy renowned photographers volunteered their time to shoot
images for the “Honduras en 24 horas” project. Photo: Vicente Murphy

Back cover: Sévérine Kambou after a day of training at a tailoring association 
in Toussiana, Burkina Faso. UNV volunteers provide the association with
technical assistance through a UNDP and UNV project to assist under-
privileged youth overcome poverty by acquiring skills in practical trades.
Photo: UNV/Jean-Baptiste Avril
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UN VOLUNTEERS STATISTICS WORLDWIDE
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2005

f International UNV volunteers of other nationalities serving in the country
d National UNV volunteers serving at home
s Nationals of the country serving abroad as international UNV volunteers

Afghanistan f 312 d 10 s 27
Albania f 25 d 2 s 6
Algeria f 7 d 2 s 5
Angola f 28 d 0 s 10
Anguilla f 1 d 0 s 0
Argentina f 5 d 0 s 7
Armenia f 1 d 0 s 4
Australia f 0 d 0 s 84
Austria f 0 d 0 s 16
Azerbaijan f 1 d 0 s 4
Bangladesh f 15 d 26 s 51
Barbados f 2 d 0 s 1
Belarus f 0 d 0 s 1
Belgium f 0 d 0 s 88
Belize f 1 d 0 s 0
Benin f 13 d 5 s 86
Bhutan f 13 d 0 s 24
Bolivia f 6 d 936 s 4
Bosnia and Herzegovina f 18 d 46 s 20
Botswana f 17 d 30 s 2
Brazil f 5 d 26 s 25
Bulgaria f 0 d 0 s 12
Burkina Faso f 14 d 33 s 37
Burundi f 205 d 9 s 27
Cambodia f 37 d 20 s 22
Cameroon f 8 d 10 s 102
Canada f 0 d 0 s 117
Cape Verde f 10 d 7 s 2
Central African Republic f 16 d 0 s 42
Chad f 76 d 2 s 10
Chile f 1 d 0 s 4
China f 14 d 13 s 2
Colombia f 29 d 29 s 18
Comoros f 5 d 7 s 2
Congo f 16 d 0 s 7
Cook Islands f 1 d 0 s 0
Costa Rica f 3 d 1 s 12
Côte d’Ivoire f 229 d 0 s 35
Croatia f 3 d 2 s 16
Cuba f 1 d 0 s 3
Cyprus f 1 d 0 s 0
Czech Republic f 0 d 0 s 21
Democratic 
People’s Republic of Korea f 6 d 0 s 0
Democratic Republic of the Congof 752 d 49 s 94
Denmark f 0 d 0 s 22
Djibouti f 6 d 0 s 2
Dominica f 2 d 1 s 1
Dominican Republic f 8 d 1 s 0

Ecuador f 40 d 18 s 2
Egypt f 12 d 66 s 24
El Salvador f 1 d 0 s 4
Equatorial Guinea f 3 d 7 s 0
Eritrea f 121 d 0 s 25
Ethiopia f 28 d 133 s 76
Fiji f 4 d 9 s 1
Finland f 0 d 0 s 68
France f 0 d 0 s 136
Gabon f 10 d 0 s 1
Gambia f 22 d 5 s 26
Georgia f 8 d 0 s 3
Germany f 0 d 0 s 89
Ghana f 32 d 11 s 96
Greece f 0 d 0 s 4
Grenada f 1 d 2 s 0
Guatemala f 32 d 47 s 10
Guinea f 47 d 7 s 67
Guinea-Bissau f 20 d 3 s 8
Guyana f 18 d 6 s 2
Haiti f 193 d 18 s 13
Honduras f 25 d 12 s 5
Hungary f 0 d 0 s 3
India f 9 d 244 s 197
Indonesia f 46 d 25 s 6
Iran, Islamic Republic of f 0 d 0 s 2
Iraq f 2 d 0 s 10
Ireland f 0 d 0 s 19
Israel f 0 d 0 s 1
Italy f 0 d 0 s 274
Jamaica f 2 d 0 s 3
Japan f 0 d 0 s 92
Jordan f 8 d 14 s 7
Kazakhstan f 4 d 3 s 4
Kenya f 39 d 118 s 200
Kyrgyzstan f 7 d 70 s 4
Lao People’s Democratic Republic f 54 d 31 s 0
Latvia f 0 d 0 s 1
Lebanon f 12 d 23 s 10
Lesotho f 18 d 0 s 0
Liberia f 579 d 7 s 56
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya f 0 d 3 s 0
Lithuania f 0 d 0 s 1
Luxembourg f 0 d 0 s 2
Madagascar f 9 d 29 s 13
Malawi f 60 d 79 s 10
Malaysia f 6 d 0 s 25
Maldives f 31 d 0 s 1
Mali f 17 d 23 s 57

Malta f 0 d 0 s 1
Marshall Islands f 1 d 0 s 0
Mauritania f 18 d 2 s 10
Mauritius f 8 d 0 s 2
Mexico f 1 d 2 s 21
Mongolia f 5 d 13 s 7
Montserrat f 5 d 0 s 0
Morocco f 16 d 8 s 6
Mozambique f 47 d 44 s 11
Myanmar f 4 d 4 s 29
Namibia f 22 d 15 s 2
Nepal f 14 d 15 s 112
Netherlands f 0 d 0 s 37
New Zealand f 0 d 0 s 23
Nicaragua f 11 d 92 s 5
Niger f 24 d 55 s 68
Nigeria f 7 d 0 s 103
Niue f 2 d 0 s 0
Norway f 0 d 0 s 15
Occupied Palestinian Territory f 2 d 115 s 3
Pakistan f 11 d 0 s 104
Palau f 1 d 0 s 0
Panama f 3 d 2 s 1
Papua New Guinea f 9 d 0 s 1
Paraguay f 1 d 0 s 0
Peru f 9 d 1 s 26
Philippines f 5 d 8 s 278
Poland f 0 d 0 s 15
Portugal f 0 d 0 s 21
Republic of Korea f 0 d 0 s 9
Republic of Moldova f 0 d 0 s 2
Romania f 8 d 0 s 18
Russian Federation f 10 d 12 s 32
Rwanda f 38 d 26 s 107
Saint Helena f 0 d 0 s 1
Saint Kitts and Nevis f 0 d 1 s 0
Saint Lucia f 1 d 0 s 1
Saint Vincent and Grenadines f 0 d 2 s 2
Samoa f 7 d 5 s 0
Sao Tome and Principe f 1 d 0 s 2
Senegal f 14 d 18 s 37
Serbia and Montenegro 
(including Kosovo) f 285 d 41 s 24
Seychelles f 2 d 0 s 2
Sierra Leone f 153 d 9 s 177
Singapore f 0 d 0 s 4
Slovakia f 0 d 0 s 5
Slovenia f 0 d 0 s 1
Solomon Islands f 2 d 3 s 0

The designations employed and the presentation of material in this list 
do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of the 
Secretariat of the United Nations, UNDP or UNV concerning the legal 
status of any country, territory, city or area or of its authorities, or concerning
the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries.

UNV volunteers from other regions 
serving in the region

UNV volunteers originating from the
region serving in other regions

UNV volunteers from the region 
serving within their region

Somalia f 33 d 0 s 5
South Africa f 25 d 6 s 12
Spain f 0 d 0 s 82
Sri Lanka f 55 d 49 s 47
Sudan f 149 d 1 s 28
Suriname f 3 d 6 s 1
Swaziland f 13 d 0 s 0
Sweden f 0 d 0 s 46
Switzerland f 0 d 0 s 37
Syrian Arab Republic f 3 d 41 s 3
Tajikistan f 5 d 0 s 27
Tanzania f 32 d 46 s 86
Thailand f 11 d 2 s 6
The former Yugoslav Republic
of Macedonia f 2 d 0 s 8
Timor-Leste f 181 d 0 s 26
Togo f 7 d 1 s 44
Tonga f 0 d 2 s 0
Trinidad and Tobago f 104 d 1 s 9
Tunisia f 2 d 1 s 2
Turkey f 0 d 5 s 2
Turkmenistan f 1 d 3 s 2
Turks and Caicos Islands f 5 d 0 s 0
Tuvalu f 3 d 0 s 0
Uganda f 38 d 44 s 122
Ukraine f 9 d 12 s 26
United Arab Emirates f 1 d 0 s 0
United Kingdom f 0 d 0 s 101
United States of America f 0 d 0 s 106
Uruguay f 0 d 1 s 6
Uzbekistan f 4 d 6 s 3
Vanuatu f 2 d 2 s 0
Venezuela f 3 d 8 s 3
Viet Nam f 28 d 20 s 3
Yemen f 12 d 9 s 3
Zambia f 36 d 118 s 34
Zimbabwe f 14 d 4 s 23

The following 142 countries co-sponsored United Nations General Assembly Resolution A/RES/57/106, 
“Follow-up to the International Year of Volunteers”, on 26 November 2002: 

Afghanistan, Andorra, Angola, Antigua and Barbuda,  Argentina, Armenia, Australia, Austria, Azerbaijan, Bangladesh, Barbados, Belarus, Belgium, Belize, Benin,
Bhutan, Bolivia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Botswana, Brazil, Bulgaria, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Cameroon, Canada, Cape Verde, Chile, China, Colombia, Comoros,
Costa Rica, Côte d’Ivoire, Croatia, Cuba, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Denmark, Djibouti, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Egypt,
El Salvador, Ethiopia, Fiji, Finland, France, Georgia, Germany, Ghana, Greece, Guatemala, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, Haiti, Honduras, Hungary, Iceland, India, 
Indonesia, Iran (Islamic Republic of), Ireland, Israel, Italy, Japan, Jordan, Kazakhstan, Kuwait, Kyrgyzstan, Lao People’s Democratic Republic, Latvia, Lebanon,
Lesotho, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Madagascar, Malaysia, Maldives, Malta, Mauritius, Mexico, Monaco, Mongolia, Mozambique, Myanmar, Namibia,
Nepal, Netherlands, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria, Norway, Oman, Pakistan, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Poland, Portugal, Qatar, Republic of
Korea, Republic of Moldova, Romania, Russian Federation, Samoa, San Marino, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Slovakia, Slovenia, South Africa, Spain, Sri Lanka, Sudan,
Suriname, Swaziland, Sweden, Switzerland, Tajikistan, Thailand, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Timor-Leste, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia,
Turkey, Uganda, Ukraine, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United Republic of Tanzania, United States of America, Uruguay, Uzbekistan,
Venezuela, Viet Nam, Yemen, Yugoslavia, Zambia and Zimbabwe.

Area

x
x x

Eastern Europe

Eastern Asia

Western Africa

Southern Africa

Eastern Africa

Middle Africa

Northern Africa

Central America

South-central Asia

Western Asia

South-eastern Asia

Caribbean

South America

Northern America Western Europe

24
27 135

92
333 1135

0
0 223

27
325 33

156
77 58

1029
120 98

186
1206 910

81
186 65

68
910 268

657
721 747

207
51 50

426
481 605

26
25 110

110
372 399

51
95 16

Oceania

21
32 109



STRENGTH IN NUMBERS:
Statistical and financial information
for 2005

NUMBER OF UNV ASSIGNMENTS: 8,470
NUMBER OF INDIVIDUAL UNV VOLUNTEERS: 8,122

ASSIGNMENTS BY REGION

UNV PROGRAMME ACTIVITIES*

CONTRIBUTIONS TO UNV IN 2005 (THOUSANDS OF US$) CONTRIBUTIONS TO UNV IN 2005 (THOUSANDS OF US$) continued

Austria
Bangladesh
Belgium**
Canada
China
Cyprus
Czech Republic***
Denmark 
Finland
France
Germany***
India
Ireland
Israel
Italy
Japan***
Luxembourg
Madagascar
Morocco
Netherlands***
Norway
Panama
Philippines
Republic of Korea
Spain
Sweden
Switzerland
Thailand
United Kingdom
USA
Subtotal COUNTRIES

DONOR Special Voluntary 

Fund Government

Other resources*

Other

Total

COUNTRIES OTHER CONTRIBUTORS

91.0
1.0

181.4
84.1
30.0

4.1
50.7

–
–

129.7
2,249.9

15.0
1,009.3

7.5
181.4

–
–
–

4.0
–
–

0.5
1.7

–
–

375.4
475.3

1.3
–

100.0
4,993.3

25.4
53.9
10.8

9.9
15.5

115.5
164,701.9

82.3
–

928.2
–
–
–

336.2
428.4

1,356.8
185.9

2,822.2
–

1,345.2
–

1,632.7
5,038.4
1,699.4

5.1
–

23.8
263.0

–
–

830.0
1,176.6

34.4
542.5

–
72.6

–
18,803.7

–
–
–

803.3
–
–
–
–
–
–

264.7
–
–
–
–

1,435.4
–
–
–

3.3
–
–
–
–
–

169.8
20.0

–
–

619.3
3,315.8

173.3
1.0

1,109.6
887.4
30.0

4.1
386.9
428.4

1,356.8
315.6

5,336.8
15.0

2,354.5
7.5

1,814.1
6,473.8
1,699.4

5.1
4.0

27.1
263.0

0.5
1.7

830.0
1,176.6

579.6
1,037.8

1.3
72.6

719.3
27,112.8

DONOR Special Voluntary 

Fund Government

Other resources*

Other

Total

OTHER INCOME

DONOR Special Voluntary 

Fund Government

Other resources*

Other

Total

FAO Food and Agriculture Organization

UNCHS United Nations Centre for Human Settlements

UNDP**** United Nations Development Programme

UNESCO United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization

UNFPA United Nations Population Fund

UNHCR United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees

UNICEF United Nations Children’s Fund

UNITED NATIONS (Memoranda of Understanding)

UNOCHA United Nations Office for the Coordination 

of Humanitarian Affairs

UNODC United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime

UNOPS United Nations Office for Project Services

WFP World Food Programme

WHO World Health Organization

Others
Subtotal UNITED NATIONS SYSTEM

UNITED NATIONS SYSTEM

of Humanitarian Affairs

–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–

–
–
–
–
–
–
–

–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–

–
–
–
–
–
–
–

308.7
155.7

43,510.7
48.6

1,490.7
13,193.0

1,341.1
66,578.3

739.7
105.2

3,622.5
5,487.9

140.9
750.6

137,473.6

308.7
155.7

43,510.7
48.6

1,490.7
13,193.0

1,341.1
66,578.3

739.7
105.2

3,622.5
5,487.9

140.9
750.6

137,473.6

EXPENDITURES FOR YEAR ENDING 31 DECEMBER 2005

Special Voluntary 

Fund

Other resources***** Total

5,047.1
–
–

5,047.1

148,121.3
14,604.4

6,259.0
168,984.7

* Other resources comprise trust funds, full funding of UNV assignments and cost sharing agreements
** To be received in 2006
*** Includes contributions for Tsunami (Japan – US $5,000,000; Germany – US $2,605,000; Czech Republic – US $176,118; Netherlands - US $3,263)
**** Includes Biennial Support Budget from UNDP
***** Other resources comprise trust funds, full funding of UNV assignments, cost sharing agreements, UNDP, Agency and Peacekeeping Missions
****** Comprises non-recurrent costs relating to assignment travel and setting-in-allowance, insurances, provisions for medical and security evacuations, 

repatriation travel and resettlement allowance

GROWTH OF THE UNV PROGRAMME SINCE 1998

Individual Volunteers        Assignments 

Countries of assignment: 144
Countries of origin: 168
From developing countries: 6,198 (76%)
From other countries*: 1,924 (24%)
Female: 2,964 (37%)
Male: 5,158 (63%)

International UNV assignments:
National UNV assignments:
Total UNV assignments:

UNDP / Government
United Nations
UNHCR
WFP
UNOPS
UNFPA
UNICEF
Others
Total UNV assignments

5,238 (62%)
3,232 (38%)
8,470 (100%)

Africa: 4,006  (47%)
Arab States: 563  (7%)
Asia, Pacific: 1,522  (18%)
Europe, CIS: 619  (7%)
Latin America, Caribbean: 1,760  (21%)

Achieving the MDGs and reducing human poverty: 30%
Fostering democratic governance: 18%
Energy and environment for sustainable development: 4%
Crisis prevention and recovery: 43%
Responding to HIV/AIDS: 5%

NUMBER OF UNV ASSIGNMENTS WITH MAIN PARTNERS

In addition to the 8,122 UNV volunteers mentioned above, thousands of online volunteers (making their skills available through the Internet),
university graduates, private sector employees and retirees engage in the diverse opportunities opened up by UNV to volunteer for development.

* Based on UNDP Multi-Year Funding Framework (MYFF), 2004 – 2007

1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005

9,000

8,000

7,000

6,000

5,000

4,000

3,000

2,000

1,000

9,000

8,000

7,000

6,000

5,000

4,000

3,000

2,000

1,000

3,643/4,047 4,383/4,755 4,780/5,180 5,090/5,432 5,234/5,554 5,635/5,832 7,300/7,772 8,122/8,470

Programme expenditure
Programme support
Management and administration costs
Total expenditures

Interest and other income
Reimbursable support service
Subtotal OTHER INCOME
Total contributions and other income

Asian Productivity Organization (APO)
Banque Internationale pour l’Afrique au Tchad
Cisco
City of Bonn
Norwegian Church Aid
Subtotal OTHER CONTRIBUTORS
Total contributions

* High Income OECD and Central and Eastern Europe and the Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS)

4,377
2,539

756
257
231

68
56

186
8,470

–
7,028.9
7,028.9

147,933.8

–
7,028.9
7,028.9

171,730.8

–
–
–

18,803.7

–
–
–

4,993.3

143,074.2
14,604.4

6,259.0
163,937.6

AVERAGE ANNUAL VOLUNTEER COSTS IN 2005

International UNV volunteers
National UNV volunteers

Yearly living allowance 

incl. accommodation

Other costs****** Total yearly 

proforma costs

20.1
4.9

19.5
2.1

39.6
7.0

–
–
–
–
–
–

4,993.3

–
–
–
–
–
–

18,803.7

25.4
53.9
10.8

9.9
15.5

115.5
140,904.9


