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1. Overview 
 
On 28 April, the islands of Nias and Simeulue, off the west coast of Sumatra, experienced a 
magnitude 6.3 earthquake lasting approximately 30 seconds. No new deaths were reported as a result 
of the latest earthquake to hit the devastated islands. Smaller aftershocks continue to occur in 
Nanggore Aceh Darussalam (Aceh) and North Sumatra on an almost daily basis further adding to the 
trauma suffered by the local population  
 
Bakornas, the national coordination body for natural disasters, stopped issuing daily reports on the 
number of dead, missing and displaced as a result of the tsunami on 26 March 2005.  

• To 30 April 2005, the total reported dead as a result of the 26 December 2004 tsunami stands 
at 128,515 in Aceh and 130 in North Sumatra. The number of missing has been revised 
downwards from 93,662 to 37,063 in Aceh, while the number of missing in North Sumatra 
remains at 24. The number of IDPs stands at 513,278 in Aceh and 19,620 in North Sumatra. 

• To 21 April 2005, the total reported dead as a result of the 28 March 2005 earthquake stands 
at 905: 845 in North Sumatra and 60 in Aceh. The number of IDPs stands at an estimated 
106,800 people: approximately 60,500 in North Sumatra province and 46,300 in Aceh 
province. 

 
On 31 April, the Indonesian President, Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono appointed Dr. Kuntoro 
Mangkusubroto, the former Energy Minister, as Director of the Government Agency for 
Reconstruction and Rehabilitation (BRR). The Agency has an initial four-year mandate and will 
oversee the implementation of reconstruction and rehabilitation projects in the earthquake and 
tsunami affected areas worth some US$ 4.78 billion, in accordance with the Blueprint, or Master Plan 
for the Reconstruction and Rehabilitation of Aceh, Nias Island and North Sumatra. The Director met 
with the UN Deputy Humanitarian Coordinator and representatives of UN agencies and NGOs on 6 
May in Banda Aceh at the regular Inter-Agency Standing Committee Meeting, at which he 
emphasised the need for the close collaboration and coordination between BRR and the international 
humanitarian and development community.  
  
2. Sectoral Developments from 26 December Tsunami Relief Operation 
 
 

Tsunmai-Affected IDPs Workshop 
 
OCHA convened and facilitated an IDP Workshop at Oxfam’s premises in Banda Aceh on 3 May, at which UN agencies, 
international and national NGOs and donors participated. The Workshop, which was opened by the Deputy Humanitarian 
Coordinator, focused on the continued humanitarian needs of the earthquake and tsunami affected IDPs, data collection and 
mapping, as well as preparation and dissemination of public information. During the transition from emergency response to 
recovery and reconstruction programming, there is a danger of only looking forward and not continuing to focus on current 
and ongoing humanitarian needs, for example provision of basic services including tents, water, food etc. Over 500,000 IDPs 
are living in different types of settlements in different geographical areas and workshop participants were requested to 
identify ways in which the humanitarian community could more effectively assess and respond to the different needs, 
according to location and type of temporary accommodation. IDPs are currently living in Temporary Living Centres (17%), 
spontaneous settlements (47%) and host families (36%)1. The Deputy Humanitarian Coordinator also emphasised the 
importance of connecting the humanitarian community with the World Bank, Asian Development Bank and other 
development partners now in order that work being undertaken during the humanitarian phase can support and inform 
development agencies’ work. .  

                                                 
1 Note that this information is based on data received by the Humanitarian Information Centre and is not comprehensive; 
however, it provides a  useful trend analysis.  
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In conclusion it was noted that information is key in order to have a clear picture of the humanitarian needs. All participants 
were encouraged to share their existing data and to use the Humanitarian Information Centre (HIC) as a repository. Further, 
all agencies and organisations were encouraged to ensure that information on their activities is provided to IDPs, using 
different media such as television, radio and print with the primary goal of ensuring that IDPs were able to make decisions 
on the basis of informed choice. Within the Sectoral Working Groups there should be a renewed focus on humanitarian 
emergency needs into 2006 and possibly 2007, as recovery and reconstruction will take time and that coordination initiatives 
need to be at sub-district level or Camat level. It was agreed that a further meeting should take place in early June to review 
progress against the outcome recommendations from the workshop. (The Report of the Workshop will be available on 
Reliefweb next week). 
 
 
Health:  
 
The first IOM constructed Satellite Health Clinic at Lambaro, Aceh Besar, started providing health 
services for the IDP and host communities on 29 April, with a medical team including two doctors 
and six nurses. The clinic will provide medical services to eight Temporary Living Centres (TLCs) 
accommodating 854 displaced persons that are living in the vicinity of the Lambaro clinic. Other 
clinics are under construction in Darussalam, Pidie, Bireuen and Ace Besar districts. A total of 51 
satellite clinics are planned across the province to support the provision of health services and 
rebuilding of health infrastructure. 
 
Food and Nutrition:  
 
To date WFP has dispatched a cumulative total of 49,160 MT of food (rice, noodles, canned fish, 
vegetable oil and biscuits) for distribution to the most vulnerable communities (there were 720,000 
planned beneficiaries in April). In addition, there are supplementary feeding programmes being 
implemented in order to enhance nutrition levels: the Mother and Child Health programme and the 
School-feeding programme. The second Rapid Nutrition Assessment conducted during February and 
March led by the Provincial Health Office and supported by UN agencies and NGOs found high 
levels of malnutrition in these two groups resulting in a prevalence of wasting among children 
(11.4%) and under-nutrition of women (10.7%). The assessment surveyed 3,735 households, 4,024 
women of reproductive age and 4,030 children aged 6-59 months. Of the households surveyed, 10.4% 
were IDP households in camps, 9.2% were hosting IDPs and 80.4% were “normal” households. The 
nutrition assessment showed that interventions provided as part of the emergency relief effort in Aceh 
reached a high proportion of at-risk groups, likely reducing the adverse impact of the tsunami on acute 
malnutrition. However the disruption in the food supply, damage to basic infrastructure, including 
health centres and an increased incidence of morbidity as a result of compromised water and 
sanitation facilities, only exacerbated the public health problem. 
 
The assessment recommends that each district develop an appropriate combination of interventions 
for improving the health and nutrition situation of its population, both IDP and non-IDP households. 
Interventions for improving the micronutrient status of the population will be particularly important in 
all areas. Also, the ongoing collection of nutrition information is essential to help identify and monitor 
changes in the nutrition and health status of the population, particularly women and children. 
Strengthening the district level Food and Nutrition Surveillance System (Sistem Kewaspadaan Pangan 
dan Gizi/SKPG), including community-based growth-monitoring activities (Pemantauan 
Pertumbuhan Balita), will provide timely information to help guide the development of appropriate 
interventions. The Nutrition Sector Working Group will assist and advise in the strengthening of the 
surveillance system, while WFP will continue to implement its supplementary-feeding programmes to 
under-5s and pregnant and lactating mothers.  
 
The school-feeding programme aims to reach 150,000 children by the end of May and 340,000 
children in August. In addition, WFP is planning to start a Mother and Child health intervention 
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programme in Aceh Utara district, where there is a high prevalence of malnutrition and met with the 
health authorities to discuss the modality of the programme. 
 
In the food pipeline there are now some 1,114 MT of biscuits and 506 MT of noodles (purchased 
locally) in Medan ready for further dispatch and distribution during May. Building stock of both items 
in Aceh is progressing smoothly. An additional 76 MT of internationally purchased biscuits is 
currently under customs clearance. Out of 20,000 MT of rice purchased, 15,000 MT has so far been 
distributed. With these stocks in place commodity needs for the month of May are almost met.  
 
Shelter:  
 
IOM handed over the keys to the first nine families moving into the transitional shelter project in the 
village of Tingkeum, a small farming community, close to Banda Aceh. The nine families were 
identified by community leaders as the most vulnerable and in need, because they were living in tents 
rather than with host families. These new temporary homes are the first of 11,000 planned transitional 
shelter units that are designed to be earthquake resistant and to provide 36 m2 of living space for three 
years. They are piped for water and wired for electricity and are equipped with a kitchen and 
bathroom. IOM has signed agreements with eight local contractors to work on providing the shelter 
units.   
 
Being in possession of approved MoUs with the appropriate authorities has been heavily emphasised 
over the past month for all organisations working in all sectors across Aceh. The Bupati (Districct 
Head) in Meulaboh (Aceh Barat district) requested that organisations intending to implement 
reconstruction projects in his district should seek his authorization and enter into a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) with the Public Works Department by 4 May. Villages requiring reconstruction 
assistance will be allocated to NGOs and delays in reconstruction projects may result in the 
cancellation of MOUs and the reallocation of villages. Though some people are able prove land 
ownership the majority cannot and the land mapping and registration of land ownership will be a long 
process. In the absence of valid documentation disputes on ownership of land could be solved by 
consensus by villagers. The need for a public information campaign on shelter assistance is required 
in order to dispel the misunderstandings that beneficiaries will need to repay the costs of construction 
and that homes will be reconstructed within a couple of months, as it may take up to two years before 
the construction of concrete houses start in some areas.  
 
The land rights of orphaned children will be protected and their land sealed until they reach 
adulthood. Any reconstruction funds that they are entitled to will be placed into a bank account for 
use in the future. 
 
Livelihoods:  
 
In Pidie district UNDP cash-for-work clean-up projects are being implemented in 14 villages and are 
almost completed. Other workers have also rehabilitated 70% of salt ponds in Cebrek village and 90% 
of fishponds have been cleaned of waste in Peukan Sot village, although desalination is required 
before they can be used. In another cash for work project, after just 20 days of operation, UNDP’s 
Tsunami Waste Recycling Project has removed 8000 cubic metres of waste across the province.  
 
Further to vocational training in duck-husbandry provided to women in the village of Lancang in 
Bireuen district, IOM offered further courses in salt production and fish drying for 49 women. Baking 
and sewing courses will also be offered. Besides the 145 women receiving training in Bireuen district, 
the programme is expected to reach a total of 600 women across the province.   
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The Oxfam cash-for-work projects have employed 4,200 people in Calang on the west coast of Aceh, 
1,100 people in the villages of Kuala and Blang Cut on the east coast and 575 people in a total of 10 
villages in Banda Aceh and Aceh Besar. 
 
Infrastructure:   
 
UNDP has carried out an assessment of damage to ports in all tsunami-affected areas and the resulting 
proposals are currently being put before the government. Currently, discussions with various 
government agencies are focusing on rehabilitating Ulee Lheu port in Banda Aceh, starting with a 
hydrographic survey to pinpoint both the location and quantity of debris in the harbour. UNDP will 
supply a barge and excavator to remove the debris. The proposed project site is an island at present, as 
all road access was destroyed and washed away during the tsunami. Concrete and inorganic rubble 
has been earmarked for the construction of an access road and work is expected to start on the road in 
the second week of May. 
 
3. Sectoral Developments from the 28 March Sumatra Earthqauke Relief Operation in Nias and 
Simeulue Islands 
 
Assessments:  
 
UNDP has completed an assessment visit to the islands of Simeulue and Nias and proposes the 
agency’s involvement in the removal of municipal waste on Simeulue and the rehabilitation of 
agricultural land on both islands. At the moment the local authorities on Simeulue only have two 
trucks and 40 road cleaning staff to clean all the areas of the island affected by the 28 March 
earthquake. The vast majority of local people were involved in agriculture and fisheries livelihood 
activities prior to the earthquake and the need for rehabilitation of farmland and plantations is urgent.  
 
The assessment visit also included a survey of damage to the Sinabang port on Simeulue Island and 
the Gunung Sitoli port on Nias Island. As a result of both the 26 December earthquake and the 28 
March earthquake, the land level on southern Simeulue raised by over a metre rendering Sinabang 
port barely functional and beyond repair. The future economic prospects for Simeulue Island are 
dependent on effective sea transport and complete new port facilities are required as a matter of 
urgency. On Nias, the main port on Gunung Siloli is still functional but in need of rehabilitation. A 
new wharf will have to be built and part of the existing wharf demolished. 
 
Health:  
 
The number of patients evacuated to referral hospitals from Nias is 1,897 outpatients and 281 
inpatients spread over 12 hospitals in Medan, 1 hospital in Sibolga, 1 hospital in Central Tapanuli, 1 
in Gunung Sitoli and 1 hospital at Hilisimietano. WHO reports that in the period 18-24 April, acute 
respiratory infections (ARI) led the list of most common health problems with 524 cases, followed by 
diarrhea (219 cases) and clinical malaria or unidentified fever (91 cases). The USNS Mercy confirmed 
that several clinical cases of malaria after testing negative for malaria proved to be Dengue T-3 
(confirmed by strip test). The USNS Mercy has now left the area. Agencies reported a high ratio of 
clinical malaria patients that test negative (RDT) and there are no confirmed cases of cholera or 
tetanus. Following requests from families and humanitarian actors, WHO has been involved in tracing 
patients evacuated from Nias Island in the aftermath of the earthquake and five patients have been 
located thus far. Also, IOM has facilitated the return of 122 evacuated patients from Medan to Nias  
 
A WHO team is collecting data and reports from health partners and is compiling the data into a 
comprehensive matrix-database, information from which will be available to all actors involved in the 
Nias humanitarian operations. Further to the database exercise, the agency, as part of a pubic 
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information exercise, is preparing a newsletter in which health partners can present information on 
their activities. The newsletter will be disseminated between humanitarian actors, interested 
individuals and Nias communities 
 
As of 2 May, SurfAid International has stood down from the emergency intervention phase that 
followed the earthquake and its teams have returned to public health and malaria prevention 
programmes. During the emergency phase the agency provided more than 1,500 medical 
consultations on Nias and Simeulue, with the main injuries including fractures, lacerations and wound 
infections. The agency has received 1,000 malaria-testing kits from WHO to support its malaria 
prevention programme. 
 
Food and Nutrition:  
 
Following assessments concluded in mid-April, WFP commenced the distribution of a one-time, two-
week ration in Sibolga and Pandang IDP camps on the coast of North Sumatra for approximately 700 
beneficiaries. 5 MT of food was split between the 2 areas. In Sibolga the distribution is conducted by 
a school and the camp management and in Pandang the distribution is done by the camp management 
under the supervision of the District Social Welfare Department, who will be reporting to WFP. Food 
distribution on Nias and Simeulue islands continues according to schedule.  
 
Water and Sanitation:   
 
Oxfam, the PDAM (national water company), the Public Works and Armata Kariaya have 
collaborated in the installation of a second water production facility in the north of Gunung  Sitoli. 
There are 16 water trucks delivering water to 72 locations  in Gunung Sitoli and 3 trucks delivering 
water to 42 locations in Lahewa on Nias. 
 
4. Coordination  
 
In Meulaboh, OCHA is working to strengthen coordination between the District Government of Aceh 
Barat and Nagan Raya and the Sectoral Working Groups. In addition, OCHA Meulaboh has 
distributed the ICVA Review of NGO coordination in Aceh post earthquake/tsunami to NGOs and 
will support a study by NGOs in the district in order to gain a better understanding of what 
mechanisms could be established to improve NGO coordination.   
 
5. Logistics 
 
The improvements to the coastal road between Banda Aceh and Meulaboh have resulted in greater 
reliability in road transportation of relief and reconstruction supplies and less dependence on air 
transportation. Nevertheless, the journey by road still takes some 8 to 9 hours for relief trucks and, 
due to the current weather conditions, sections of the road are washed out and bridges fail. The 
Indonesian Army is responding quickly and effecting repairs. 
 
Between 20-27 April, IOM dispatched 46 trucks from Medan to Nias carrying relief item including 
food, water and shelter items.   
 
WFP closed its office in Sibolga on 2 May. The office had provided additional logistical support to 
the operations on Nias and Simeulue following the 28 March earthquake.  
 
For the latest comprehensive report regarding logistics please see UNJLC’s latest situation report at 
www.unjlc.org 
 

 
 

http://www.unjlc.org/
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6. Useful websites: 
 
Government: 
www.bakornaspbp.go.id  (National Coordination Board for Natural Disaster Management) 
www.acehrecovery.bakornaspbp.go.id. 
www.depsos.go.id  (Department of Social Affairs) 
www.depkes.go.id  (Department of Health) 
www.lin.go.id  (National Information Board-Ministry of Information and Communication) 
www.info-ri.com  (Information-Republic Indonesia) 
www.e-aceh.org (Integrated Information on Aceh Reconstruction) 
 
UN agencies and IOM: 
 
www.unicef.org  
www.wfp.org  
www.who.int  
www.undp.org  
www.ilo.org  
www.fao.org  
www.unesco.org  
www.unep.org 
www.unaids.org  
www.unfpa.org  
www.unops.org  
www.iom.int  
 
Other: 
www.coe-dmha.org/tsunami.htm  (daily chronology of key events) 
www.apan-info.net - tsunami page (Pacific Command) 
 

 
For detailed information 
please contact: 

 
Oliver Lacey-Hall,  
Officer-in-Charge, OCHA Indonesia 
Tel. +62 21 314 1308 
Fax. +62 21 319 00 003 
Mobile  +62 811 825 278 
Email: lacey-hall@un.org  
 
Iain Disley 
Reports Officer 
Tel.  +62 21 314 1308 
Fax.  +62 21 319 00 003 
Mobile  +62 812 10 50 835 
Email: disley@un.org  
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