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BACKGROUND SUMMARY 

 
 
Introduction  
Inadequate and sporadic rainfall during the meher (main) and belg (secondary) seasons in 2002, 
and a similar pattern in 2003, brought on a severe drought in Ethiopia and Eritrea.  Already 
weakened by the food security crisis of 1999/2000, people’s capacities to cope have been 
exhausted.  This vulnerability, coupled with the duration of the food security emergency and 
related health, nutritional, administrative and sanitation issues, has lead to a severe humanitarian 
and food crisis.  At present, the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) estimates 
that at least 14 million people are in need of immediate humanitarian assistance in the region, 
including 12.6 million Ethiopians and 1.4 million Eritreans.  
 
Agriculture and Livestock  
In 2002, recognizing the rapid deterioration of living conditions, both countries issued pleas for 
international assistance.  In Ethiopia, the drought has affected the Tigray, Oromiya and the 
Amhara Regions as well as the Southern Nations, Nationalities and Peoples Region (SNNPR).  
In Eritrea, the regions most severely hit have been the Anseba, Debub, Gash-Barka, Northern 
Red Sea, and Southern Red Sea zones.   
 
The continued drought has been particularly difficult for the agricultural and pastoralist 
communities.  Pastoralists’ livestock have been weakened or lost completely because of the 
absence of watering places and of the decreased availability and access to fodder.  Livestock 
deaths have  created nutritional and economic problems.  The decrease in livestock meant a 
reduced milk supply as well as loss of the primary income for many families.  This is particularly 
worrisome in Eritrea, where raising livestock is 75 percent of the population’s livelihood.  
 
Agriculturists face similar circumstances.  For them, the drought coupled with soil degradation 
(caused by overgrazing) is expected to lead to lower crop yields, in Ethiopia, between 8 and 15 
percent below average.  Consistent with pre-famine indicators, grain prices doubled in 2002—
2003, and livestock prices fell by an equal amount in both countries.  USAID estimates that the 
food gap could reach 290,000 metric tons in Eritrea and 2.3 million metric tons in Ethiopia.   
 
In addition, a seed shortage continues to be a serious problem.  In June 2003, the Ethiopian 
government reported a shortfall of between $8 and $10 million worth of seeds.  Similarly, the 
U.N. Food and Agriculture Organization reported in April 2003 that 80 percent of Eritrean 
farmers were in need of emergency seed assistance, upwards of 13, 000 tons.  Although NGOs 
and the U.N. are working to fulfill this need, it may be too late for the southern areas, since 
meher rains are approaching and their onset will preclude the sowing of seed.  
 
In 2003, parts of Ethiopia did receive adequate rainfall, but areas like the pastoral and crop 
dependent southeastern lowlands continue to struggle.  Flooding in April added to the food 
security dilemma, as the planting cycles of crops were disrupted.   
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Water, Malnutrition and Disease 
The drought has adversely affected access to water and sanitation and increased susceptibility to 
diseases.  According to the Regional Water Bureau, only 40 percent of water systems in 
Ethiopia’s SNNPR are functioning, and only 33 percent of the population has access to potable 
water.  In Eritrea, the regions of Anseba, Northern Red Sea, Southern Red Sea, Gas Barka & 
Debub zones have been deemed at a critical point by USAID because people have to walk an 
average of four to five kilometers for potable water. 
 

Deteriorating conditions have led to malnutrition and the spread of a number of food security-
related diseases, including measles and malaria.  Between October 2002 and March 2003, the 
already high malnutrition levels in Eritrea increased between 16 and 20 percent, according to 
USAID.  UNICEF reported that children have been greatly affected, with approximately 60,000 
to 80,000 severely malnourished in Ethiopia, and similar rates in Eritrea.  Malnutrition for 
children under five years of age was reported 4 percent higher than in 2002.  

 
Political 
The situation in both Eritrea and Ethiopia is compounded by the border question.  The two 
countries fought a bitter war from 1998 to 2000 over the Badme region.  Ethiopia accused Eritrea 
of encroaching upon land claimed by Ethiopia.  The ensuing two-year war killed thousands and 
displaced many more.  The signing of the 2000 Algiers peace settlement ended the war and 
established the Eritrea-Ethiopia Boundary Commission (EEBC) to settle the dispute.  The 
commission is scheduled to begin demarcation in the summer of 2003.  Success in settling the 
border question is crucial since internally displaced persons (IDPs) and refugees returning from 
both sides may then be able to return to their villages and their land, believed to be ideal for 
farming and grazing, will also become accessible.   
 
Humanitarian Response 
NGOs and international organizations have responded to the unfolding crisis by shipping grain 
(USAID alone made more than one million tons available) and healthcare and other services.  
However, access issues and distribution have hampered their efforts.  In Eritrea, USAID reports 
that while there are 2 million affected, only about 1.1 million are being reached by existing 
networks.  Despite efforts to dramatically expand their presence on the ground, NGOs still lack 
adequate capacity in Ethiopia. 
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This report offers international organizations, non-governmental organizations (NGOs), the 
media and the public an overview of the humanitarian and development assistance being 
provided to the people of Ethiopia and Eritrea by InterAction member agencies. 

 
Thirty-one member organizations reported on their current or planned relief and development 
operations.  The programs address a broad range of sectors, including: agriculture and food 
security; business development, cooperatives and credit; disaster and emergency relief; education 
and training; gender and women issues; health care and training; human rights; peace and 
conflict resolution; infrastructure rehabilitation; landmine clearance; livestock; refugee and IDP 
protection and assistance; rural development; and water and sanitation.  
 
These activities take place in a number of locations, including South Wollo, Afar, Hadiya, Dire 
Dawa, Jigjiga and the Oromiya, Afra, Somali, SNNPR and Amhara Zones in Ethiopia and in 
Eritrea, Southern Red Sea Zoba, Northern Red Sea, Dehub and Anseba.  
 
The agencies in this report have presented various objectives for their programs in and around 
the Horn of Africa.  Many deal with addressing the immediate needs of the population through 
the distribution of food and non-food supplies, provision of health care services and water 
sanitation etc.  Some agencies focus on particularly vulnerable populations, such as women and 
children.    
 
Many of the agencies in this report work with the support of, or in coordination with, local and 
international partners.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
REPORT SUMMARY 
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Ethiopia 
ACDI/VOCA 
Action Against Hunger 
Adventist Development and Relief Agency 
Africare 
American Red Cross 
Americares 
CARE 
Catholic Relief Services 
Childreach/Plan 
Christian Children’s Fund  
Christian Reformed World Relief  
Church World Service 
Concern Worldwide 
Food for the Hungry International 
International Institute of Rural 
 Reconstruction 
International Medical Corps 
International Rescue Committee 
Jesuit Refugee Service 
Latter-day Saint Charities 
Lutheran World Relief  
Oxfam America 
Pact 
Pathfinder International 
Save the Children 
Trickle Up 
U.S. Fund for UNICEF 
USA for UNHCR 
World Concern 
World Relief 
World Vision 

Eritrea 
ACDI/VOCA 
Africare 
American Red Cross 
CARE 
Catholic Relief Services 
Concern Worldwide 
International Medical Corps 
International Rescue Committee 
Lutheran World Relief  
Mercy Corps 
U.S. Fund for UNICEF 
USA for UNHCR 
 
 

 
ORGANIZATIONS BY COUNTRY 
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Agriculture and Food Security 
ACDI/VOCA 
Action Against Hunger 
Africare 
American Red Cross 
CARE 
Catholic Relief Services 
Childreach/Plan 
Christian Children’s Fund  
Christian Reformed World Relief  
Church World Service 
Concern Worldwide 
Food for the Hungry International 
International Institute of Rural 
 Reconstruction 
International Rescue Committee 
Lutheran World Relief  
Mercy Corps 
Oxfam America 
Pact  
Save the Children 
Trickle Up 
USA for UNHCR 
World Concern 
World Relief 
World Vision 
 
Business, Development, 
Cooperatives and Credit 
ACDI/VOCA 
American Red Cross 
CARE 
Catholic Relief Services 
Childreach/Plan 
Christian Children’s Fund 
Christian Reformed World Relief   
Concern Worldwide  
International Institute of Rural 
 Reconstruction 
International Medical Corps 
International Rescue Committee 
Lutheran World Relief 
Oxfam America 

Save the Children 
Trickle Up 
USA for UNHCR 
 
Disaster and Emergency Relief 
Action Against Hunger 
Adventist Development and Relief Agency 
Africare 
American Red Cross 
AmeriCares 
CARE 
Catholic Relief Services 
Christian Reformed World Relief  
Christian Children’s Fund 
Childreach/Plan 
Church World Service 
Concern Worldwide 
Food for the Hungry International 
International Medical Corps 
International Rescue Committee 
Latter-day Saint Charities 
Lutheran World Relief 
Mercy Corps 
Oxfam America 
Save the Children 
U.S. Fund for UNICEF 
USA for UNHCR 
World Concern 
World Relief 
World Vision 
 
Education and Training 
ACDI/VOCA 
Action Against Hunger  
Adventist Development and Relief Agency 
Africare 
American Jewish World Service 
American Red Cross 
CARE 
Catholic Relief Services 
Christian Children’s Fund 
Childreach/Plan 
Church World Service 

 
ORGANIZATIONS BY SECTOR ACTIVITY 
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Concern Worldwide  
International Institute of Rural 
 Reconstruction 
International Medical Corps 
International Rescue Committee 
Jesuit Refugee Service  
Mercy Corps 
Pact 
Save the Children 
Trickle Up 
U.S. Fund for UNICEF 
USA for UNHCR 
World Relief 
 
Gender Issues/Women in 
Development 
American Red Cross 
CARE 
Catholic Relief Services  
Childreach/Plan 
Church World Service 
International Institute of Rural 
 Reconstruction 
International Medical Corps 
Pathfinder International 
Save the Children 
Trickle Up 
U.S. Fund for UNICEF 
 
Health Care and Medical Training 
Action Against Hunger 
Adventist Development and Relief Agency 
Africare 
American Jewish World Service 
American Red Cross 
AmeriCares 
CARE 
Catholic Relief Services  
Christian Children’s Fund  
Childreach/Plan 
Church World Service 
Concern Worldwide 
International Institute of Rural 
 Reconstruction 
International Medical Corps 
International Rescue Committee 

Jesuit Refugee Services  
Lutheran World Relief 
Pact  
Pathfinder International 
Save the Children 
U.S. Fund for UNICEF 
USA for UNHCR 
World Relief 
World Vision 
 
Human Rights/Peace/Conflict 
Resolution 
Church World Service 
Oxfam America 
Pact 
 
Landmine Clearance/Education 
CARE 
Lutheran World Relief 
U.S. fund for UNICEF 
USA for UNHCR 
 
Livestock 
Action Against Hunger 
Adventist Development and Relief Agency  
USA for UNHCR 
 
Nutrition/Food and 
Water Distribution 
Action Against Hunger 
Adventist Development and Relief Agency 
Africare 
AmeriCares 
American Red Cross 
CARE 
Catholic Relief Services 
Christian Children’s Fund 
Christian Reformed World Relief 
Concern Worldwide 
Food for the Hungry International 
International Medical Corps 
International Rescue Committee 
Latter-day Saint Charities 
Lutheran World Relief  
Mercy Corps  
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Oxfam America 
Save the Children 
USA for UNHCR 
U.S. fund for UNICEF 
World Relief 
 
Refugee and IDP Assistance 
American Red Cross 
Childreach/Plan 
Church World Service 
International Medical Corps 
International Rescue Committee 
Jesuit Refugee Service  
Save the Children 
USA for UNHCR 
World Concern 
 
Rural Development 
CARE 
Childreach/Plan 
Church World Service 
International Institute of Rural 
 Reconstruction  
Pact  
Save the Children 
Trickle Up 
World Concern 
World Relief 
 
Water and Sanitation 
Action Against Hunger 
Adventist Development and Relief Agency 

Africare 
American Red Cross 
CARE 
Christian Children’s Fund 
Concern Worldwide 
Food for the Hungry International 
International Rescue Committee 
U.S. Fund for UNICEF 
USA for UNHCR 
World Concern 
World Vision 
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Glossary of Acronyms 
 
Acronym InterAction Member 
AAH Action Against Hunger  
ADRA Adventist Development and Relief Agency International 
CARE Cooperative for Assistance and Relief Everywhere, Inc. 
CCF Christian Children’s Fund 
CRS Catholic Relief Services 
CRWRC Christian Reformed World Relief Committee 
CWS Church World Service 
FHI Food for the Hungry 
IIRR International Institute of Rural Reconstruction 
IMC International Medical Corps 
IRC International Rescue Committee 
JRS Jesuit Refugee Service/USA 
LDSC Latter-day Saint Charities 
LWR Lutheran World Relief 
USA for UNHCR United States Association for the United Nations High 

Commissioner for Refugees 
 
 Other Acronyms 
ACT   Action by Churches Together 
APSO  Agency for Personal Service Overseas 
ARRA  Administration for Refugees and Returnee Affairs (Ethiopia) 
BPRM Bureau of Population, Refugee and Migration Affairs (U.S. State 

 Department) 
CAP  Consolidated Appeal Process 
CFGB  Canadian Food Grains Bank 
CIDA  Canadian International Development Agency 
DAP  Development Assistance Program 
DFID  Department for International Development  
DPPC Disaster Prevention and Preparedness Commission (Ethiopia)  
ECHO European Commission Humanitarian Aid Office  
EOC Ethiopian Orthodox Church 
EPI Expanded Program on Immunization  
ERCS Ethiopian Red Cross Society 
ERREC Eritrean Relief and Refugee Commission 
EU European Union 
FFP Office of Food for Peace (USAID) 
FGM Female Genital Mutilation 
HIV/AIDS Human Immunodeficiency Virus/Acquired Immune Deficiency  

  Syndrome 
IDP Internally Displaced Person 
JRP Joint Relief Partnership 
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MCC Mennonite Central Committee 
MKC-RDA Meserete Kristos Church Relief & Development Association 
NGO Non-Governmental Organization 
OFDA Office of Foreign Disaster Assistance (USAID) 
RCSE Red Cross Society of Eritrea 
SFC Supplementary Feeding Center 
SGBV Sexual and Gender-Based Violence 
SNNPR Southern Nations, Nationalities and Peoples Region (Ethiopia) 
STD Sexually Transmitted Disease 
TFC Therapeutic Feeding Center 
UNDP United Nations Development Programme 
UNHCR United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 
UNICEF United Nations Children’s Fund 
UNMEE United Nations Mission in Ethiopia and Eritrea 
USAID United States Agency for International Development 
USCCB United States Conference of Catholic Bishops 
USDA United States Department of Agriculture 
UXO Unexploded Ordnance 
VVAF Vietnam Veterans of America Foundation 
WFP World Food Program 
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ACDI/VOCA 
 
US Contact  
Ethiopia 
Holger Wagner 
50 F Street, NW, Suite 1100 
Washington, DC 20001 
Tel: (202) 879-0221 
E-mail: hwagner@acdivoca.org  
Website: www.acdivoca.org  
 
Eritrea 
Adina Saperstein 
50 F Street, NW, Suite 1100 
Washington, DC 20001 
Tel: (202) 879-0259 
E-mail: asaperstein@acdivoca.org  
Website: www.acdivoca.org  

Field Contact 
Ethiopia 
Steve McCarthy  
A/V Ethiopia; Near Olympia/Bole Rd. 
PO Box 548 Code 1110, 
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. 
Tel: 251-1-53-46-50 
 
  

 
Introduction to ACDI/VOCA 
ACDI/VOCA is a private, nonprofit organization that promotes broad-based economic 
growth and the development of civil society in emerging democracies and developing 
countries. Offering a comprehensive range of technical assistance services, ACDI/VOCA 
addresses the most pressing and intractable development problems. 
 
ACDI/VOCA in Ethiopia and Eritrea 
ACDI/VOCA is working throughout Ethiopia and Eritrea to increase food security and 
create support networks to improve the lives of smallholder farmers and small-scale 
entrepreneurs.  Instead of solely addressing short-term crises, ACDI/VOCA organizes 
and empowers local populations to promote sustainable economic growth.  In Ethiopia, 
ACDI/VOCA programs address a number of issues facing destitute populations.  
Through these programs, ACDI/VOCA oversees the development of agricultural 
cooperatives and credit institutions, and offers educational resources and affordable 
housing to at risk Ethiopians.  In Eritrea, ACDI/VOCA works to accelerate the growth of 
agricultural and non-agricultural rural enterprises by strengthening available financial and 
business support services.  By working toward food security, modernization and business 
development, ACDI/VOCA is improving the lives of vulnerable populations in Ethiopia 
and Eritrea. 
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ACTION AGAINST HUNGER 
 
US Contact 
Roger Persichino 
Action Against Hunger US 
E-Mail:  rp@aah-usa.org  
Website: www.aah-usa.org  

Field Contact 
Gwénaël Rebillon 
Addis Abba 
Tel:  00.251.1.61.05.34 
E-Mail:  AICF@TELECOM.NET.ET  

 
Introduction to Action Against Hunger 
Action Against Hunger aims at saving lives and fighting against hunger, physical misery 
and distress situations that represent a threat to human lives. 
 
Action Against Hunger in Ethiopia 
AAH’s primary and long-term goal is to reduce the vulnerability of populations in the 
Somali (Korahai and Warder zones) and Afar (zones 1 and 4) regions in Ethiopia.  
 
Various programs are implemented in both regions, in partnership with the local public 
authorities.  AAH works in cooperation with the civil community (veterinaries, 
community based animal health workers, participation of the beneficiaries), the federal 
and regional authorities and with the CIRAD-EMVT (International Center for 
Cooperation in Agronomic Research and Development – Institute of Livestock and 
Veterinary Medicine in Tropical Countries). 
 
Livestock 
Animal health, a major aspect of food security in agro-pastoralist areas, is one of AAH’s 
focuses.  AAH assists in para-veterinaries selection (community animal health workers), 
training and support towards autonomy. Animal marketing awareness and capabilities 
may complete this approach in the near future.  In the 4 zones of intervention (located in 
Afar and Somali regions), the objective of the programme is to set up a sustainable 
community based animal health system, able to work autonomously and covering the 
needs of the pastoralists (i.e reaching remote, isolated areas). This approach has been 
temporarily complemented by livestock vaccination and drug distribution, at times of dire 
emergency, like the 2002 drought. 
 
Water 
Another aspect of AAH’s work in the same regions is water supply, an important part of 
the survival of pastoral societies, both human and animal, in a semi-arid environment.  
These services concentrate on improvement of water quality, mostly for human 
consumption, and improvement of the quantity and duration of water points on grazing 
areas, driest zones and encampment points. AAH initiated projects on the rehabilitation 
and construction of several dozen water points using different techniques (wells, 
boreholes, cemented tanks, steam wells, ponds) benefiting several thousand pastoral 
families. Again, in such drought-prone areas, a capacity for emergency response is an 
essential component of the intervention, and AAH has provided temporary water trucking 
services in both Afar and Somali regions in 2001 and 2002. 
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Nutrition 
In the Afar Region, AAH started a Nutrition Emergency Program in June 2003 that 
included home screening of malnutrition and mobile units of food distribution, Targeted 
Supplementary Feeding Centers (distribution of food) and Therapeutic Feeding Centers 
(treatment for severe malnutrition) in Zone 1, covering parts of Dubti and Ellidar woreda, 
Approximately, 2,500 children will benefit from the Supplementary Feeding Centers and 
the Therapeutic Feeding Center will have a 50-patient capacity. In addition, an early 
warning system, a network that helps to anticipate droughts, is already set up in Somali 
region and may be extended to Afar. 
 
In July 2003, AAH is submitting a proposal for Emergency Nutrition Intervention in 
Southern Ethiopia (Southern Nations and Nationa lities People’s Region, SNNPR), badly 
affected by the 2002 drought. Since the beginning of 2003 and despite massive food aid 
delivered in the region, the level of malnutrition is critically increasing in some zones. 
AAH plans to run 2 TFCs in the Sidama zone and undertake nutritional assessment in 
Alaba Special Woreda with emergency rapid response, if needed (targeted SFCs, TFCs). 
 
Special Concerns 
Signature of agreement for implementation of a program and procurement of goods 
(either UN donations or tax free imports) are an arduous and lengthy process at both 
federal and regional levels. 
 
On the other hand, the permanent insecurity in parts of Somali Region affects the 
capacity of movement of AAH teams as well as the relations and co-ordination with the 
local authorities in the field. 
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ADVENTIST DEVELOPMENT AND 
RELIEF AGENCY INTERNATIONAL 

 
US Contact 
Public Relations Manager 
ADRA International 
12501 Old Columbia Pike 
Silver Spring, MD  20904 
Tel: 301-680-6357 
E-mail: 104100.104@compuserve.com  
Website: www.adra.org  

Field Contact 
Sadu Gelgelu 
ADRA Ethiopia 
PO Box 145  
Addis Ababa 
Tel: +251-1-51-2212/51-1199 
E-mail: 112671.2632@compuserve.com  

 
Introduction to Adventist Development and Relief Agency International 
The Agency's overall mission is to provide individual and community development and 
disaster relief without regard to political or religious association, age or ethnicity, ADRA 
is present in more than 120 countries. 
 
Adventist Development and Relief Agency International in Ethiopia 
The Agency has several projects in Ethiopia.  ADRA provides food distribution and oxen 
replacement.  In addition, the agency plans to start several new programs.  In the Sidama 
zone and the SNNPR, ADRA will open therapeutic feeding centers (TFC), which are 
expected to serve 300 severely malnourished children per month for 6 months (Total of 
1,800 children).  These centers will also have a supplementary feeding project for the 
caregivers.  It will include family planning, public hygiene, and HIV/AIDS awareness 
and voluntary testing and is expected to serve 3,600 caregivers, mostly mothers.  In 
addition, the Agency will run a pilot water harvesting project in SNNPR.  It will target 
ten households to begin.  The selection of the ten families will be based on the severely 
malnourished households and as recommended by local community committees.  This 
pilot project will attempt to address the issue of domestic water availability for domestic 
use, kitchen gardening and animal watering.  The selected households are expected to 
demonstrate a reduction in time used by the women and children in search of water and 
free time for the girl child to go to school. 
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AFRICARE 
 
US Contact  
Alan Alemian 
Director 
Anglophone East and West Africa Region 
Africare 
440 R Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20001 
Tel: 202-462-3614 
Fax: 202-387-1034 
E-mail: aalemian@africare.org  
Website: www.africare.org  

Field Contact 
Ethiopia  
Robert Kagbo, PhD 
Country Representative 
Africare Ethiopia 
PO Box 2309 
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 
Tel: (251-1) 152484 
Fax: (251-1) 511248 
E-mail: afrieth@telecom.net.et  
 
Eritrea 
Everett Torrence, PhD 
PO Box 1106 
Asmara 
Tel: (291-1) 184-044 
Fax: (291-1) 186-559 
E-mail: africare@eol.com.er  

 
Introduction to Africare 
Africare is a leader among private, charitable U.S. organizations assisting Africa. 
Founded in 1970, it is the oldest and largest African-American organization specializing 
in African aid. Africare works to improve the quality of life in Africa. Africare’s 
programs address needs in the principal areas of food security and agriculture as well as 
health and HIV/AIDS. Africare also supports water resource development, environmental 
management, basic education, microenterprise development, governance initiatives, and 
emergency humanitarian aid. Africare has delivered more than $450 million in 
assistance—representing over 2,000 projects and millions of beneficiaries—to 35 
countries Africa-wide. Today, Africare's 150-plus programs reach families and 
communities in 26 nations in every region of the African continent. 
 
Africare in East Africa 
Africare programs address the root causes that make African populations vulnerable to 
famine. Africare’s ongoing agricultural development programs continue to strengthen 
farmers’ capacities to feed themselves and to better absorb the shocks caused by natural 
disaster or civil strife. Africare also emphasizes community-based primary health care 
approaches to improving the general well-being and productivity of people in rural 
Africa.  In Eritrea and Ethiopia, Africare programs are in the sectors of Agriculture and 
Food Production, Health Care, Disaster and Emergency Relief, Food Security and Child 
Survival. 
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Africare in Ethiopia  
Africare, in partnership with Catholic Relief Services and the U.S. Agency for 
International Development (USAID), is implementing emergency food distribution to 
25,000 at-risk families (125,000 individuals) in the drought-stricken Gambella region of 
Ethiopia. In this region, Africare also supports food security initiatives to increase 
agricultural production and reduce post-harvest grain losses. Africare implements a water 
for child health program in Gambella region. This project aims to reduce illness and 
death, principally in women of reproductive age and children. Africare provides protected 
springs and wells; educates communities on safe handling, storage, and use of water; and 
improves household and village sanitation.   
 
Africare in Eritrea 
Africare has launched a food security program in Eritrea, with support from USAID and 
in partnership with the government of Eritrea. This program reaches 38,000 people, 
emphasizing improved agricultural production and adequate child growth and nutrition. 
The goal of the project is to increase food security in Eritrea by improving agricultural 
production and productivity of the Naro Plain in the Northern Red Sea Zone and by 
strengthening systems for commercial food sales serving rural areas. Program work 
includes construction of irrigation systems, farmer training in improved water 
management and cultivation techniques and education about improved household 
nutrition. Another objective is to improve local awareness and behavior for preventing 
the spread of HIV/AIDS. Africare has also supported health center construction and 
ambulance provision in Eritrea. 
 
Special Concerns 
The HIV/AIDS crisis is exacerbating Africa’s susceptibility to famine. African families’ 
ability to secure food for themselves is hindered by the illness and death due to AIDS of 
those who are responsible for providing the household’s resources. Africare is currently 
administering HIV/AIDS programs in 17 countries, including Ethiopia and Eritrea, with 
the additional integration of HIV/AIDS components into current programs in other 
countries. Africare’s HIV/AIDS initiatives include HIV prevention and voluntary 
counseling and testing, care and support for people already infected with HIV or 
suffering from AIDS, and assistance to AIDS orphans. 
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AMERICAN RED CROSS INTERNATIONAL SERVICES 
 
US Contact  
Linda Allain or Danielle Ring 
American Red Cross, International Services 
2025 E Street, NW, 3rd Floor  
Washington, DC 20006 
Tel: (202) 303-5001 or 5000 
Fax: (202) 303-0056 
E-mail: allainl@usa.redcross.org or 
ringd@usa.redcross.org  
Website: www.redcross.org  

Field Contact 
Ethiopia 
Magdi Mukhtar 
c/o Ethiopian Red Cross Society 
PO Box 195 
Ras Desta Damtew Avenue 
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 
Tel: (251) 1 15 90 74 
Fax: (251) 1 51 26 43 
Email: magdi_mukhtar@hotmail.com  

  
 
Introduction to American Red Cross International Services 
The American Red Cross (ARC), a humanitarian organization led by volunteers and 
guided by its Congressional Charter and the Fundamental Principles of the International 
Red Cross Movement, will provide relief to victims of disaster and help people prevent, 
prepare for and respond to emergencies. The American Red Cross works with a global 
network of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies through the International Red Cross 
Movement to restore hope and dignity to the world’s vulnerable people. 
 
American Red Cross International Services in Ethiopia 
The American Red Cross assistance to Ethiopia began in 1985 when it launched an 
unprecedented African Relief Campaign to help feed millions of starving people in the 
drought-stricken sub-Saharan region. Through this campaign, the American Red Cross 
raised over $24.5 million, which was used to provide food for desperate communities in 
Ethiopia and other countries.  
 
In May 2000, the American Red Cross contributed $1 million for famine relief in the 
Horn of Africa. These funds were used to purchase food supplies for over 100,000 people 
in the two regions that were hardest hit by drought and starvation in Ethiopia-Gode and 
South Wollo. Following this initial distribution, the American Red Cross with a grant 
from the US Office of Foreign Disaster Assistance implemented a food distribution 
program assisting 25,000 farmers in the Wolayta region of Ethiopia. 
 
The American Red Cross recently contributed $1 million toward the drought that affects 
millions of people throughout the Horn of Africa (Somalia, Ethiopia, Eritrea, Sudan, and 
Djibouti) today. 
 
The ARC and Ethiopian Red Cross Society (ERCS) have continued to work together to 
improve the lives of Ethiopia’s most vulnerable people. The ARC and ERCS are jointly 
executing two projects focusing on improving health through the provision of safe water 
and sanitation services and hygiene education and one project focusing on food security. 
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Tracing Services 
The American Red Cross has been receiving and forwarding a steady volume of Red 
Cross Messages and tracing requests as a result of the conflict between Ethiopia and 
Eritrea, which began in May 1998. Also, ARC is helping to re-establish family ties and 
assist families to communicate via Red Cross Messages with family members in 
detention.  
 
Ethiopia Child Health Project 
The Ethiopia Child Health Project strives to reduce illness and mortality among children 
under five. Since 70 percent of deaths among children under five years of age result from 
one or more of five easily prevented and treated conditions—diarrhea, acute respiratory 
infection, malaria, measles and malnutrition - the primary focus of the project is to teach 
caretakers how to recognize the danger signs of these common conditions. Local 
Ethiopian Red Cross volunteers are trained at the community- level. These trained 
volunteers go out into villages with health education, prevention and treatment messages.  
In addition to the heath training, the project will also assist communities in creating safe 
water sources and sanitation methods. As diarrheal disease is one of the major causes of 
death among children in Africa, clean water sources are imperative for maintaining health 
and reducing the incidence of illness and mortality. The project is being implemented 
with two branches of the Ethiopian Red Cross Society in Hadiya and Zeway. As a result 
of these interventions, 5,500 households will have access to clean water and adequate 
sanitation while entire communities will benefit from increased access to health 
information and education. 
 
Gursum Woreda Water and Sanitation Project 
This one year project, funded by OFDA, seeks to address the issue of access to clean 
water through the construction and rehabilitation of water sources and the provision of 
health education in 23 peasant associations in Gursum Woreda, East Hararghe, Ethiopia. 
The goal of this project is to improve the health status of 31,000 people in Gursum 
Woreda by increasing access to safe water and improving sanitation behaviors. The 
activities under this project include the rehabilitation of existing water sources, the 
construction of new water sources and the establishment and strengthening of community 
water committees. The output of this project’s construction activity will be 1 Surface 
Dam, 2 Ponds and 19 Hand Dug Wells. The ARC and ERCS will also educate at least 
one member of each household in the twenty-one peasant associations in safe water use 
and storage practices and basic hygiene.  
 
Doba Woreda Food For Work Project 
This three-month project, funded by FFP through the CRS led consortium supports the 
ERCS ongoing activities in Doba Woreda by providing 4,255 MT of commodities and 
financial and technical support. This project benefits 82,948 through Employment 
Generation Schemes networks. Through the latter, civic groups, businesses and 
organizations provide their time and material assistance for the detainees and migrants. 
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American Red Cross International Services in Eritrea 
Since 1998, the American Red Cross has supported the Red Cross Society of Eritrea in 
the implementation of projects to train female heads of household in basic home health 
promotion and disease care and prevention, and in vocational skills and to assist 
communities in creating safe water sources and sanitation methods.  
 
The American Red Cross recently contributed $1 million toward the drought that affects 
millions of people throughout the Horn of Africa (Somalia, Ethiopia, Eritrea, Sudan, and 
Djibouti) today. 
 
Tracing Services 
The American Red Cross has been receiving and forwarding a steady volume of Red 
Cross Messages and tracing requests as a result of the conflict between Ethiopia and 
Eritrea, which began in May 1998. Also, we are helping to re-establish family ties and 
assist families to communicate via Red Cross Messages with family members in 
detention.  
  
Southern Red Sea Zoba Child Health and Water Project 
The American Red Cross plans to support the Red Cross Society of Eritrea (RCSE) in the 
Southern Red Sea Zoba on a one-year project addressing infant mortality by: training 
mothers in basic home health promotion and disease care and prevention, and in 
vocationa l skills; assisting communities in creating safe water sources and sanitation 
methods, and training Red Cross volunteers in mobilization of communities. This project 
will also work to improve the capacity of the Southern Red Sea Branch and the RCSE to 
design and implement water and sanitation programs.   
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AMERICARES 
 
US Contact  
Peter Tokarczyk 
AmeriCares 
161 Cherry St. 
New Canaan, CT 06840 
Tel: 800 486-HELP 
E-mail: ptokarczyk@americares.org  
Or Dana Waesche 
E-mail: dwaesche@americares.org 
Website: www.americares.org 

Field Contact 
No overseas field office. 

 
Introduction to Americares 
The overall mission of AmeriCares is to provide humanitarian assistance and disaster 
relief to people in need globally without regard for race, creed or politics. 
 
Americares in Ethiopia 
In Ethiopia, the objective of AmeriCares is to reduce the impact of food insecurity for the 
targeted population in southern Ethiopia and to improve the overall health of the 
population. 
 
In response to famine arising from erratic weather patterns, AmeriCares has airlifted 
three shipments of food to Ethiopia in the last six months and also delivered an air 
shipment of essential medicines and other supplies. Another airlift of emergency relief is 
being assembled  
 
The three food shipments each comprised 38 metric tons of a corn-soybean blend to feed 
malnourished children. Four containers of nutritionals and one container of medicine and 
supplies made up the air shipment. They were delivered to Project Mercy—the 
AmeriCares on-the-ground partner—which operates three feeding stations in Ethiopia 
and plans to expand the number to 10, serving a population of 200,000.  

 
The fourth airlift is to comprise essential medicines—such as antimalarials and 
antibiotics—vitamins, tents, water purification items and scales, so need can be 
determined on a weight-to-height basis.  

 
AmeriCares assistance to Ethiopia has totaled 1.2 million pounds with a wholesale value 
of $5.4 million since the first shipments to Addis Ababa in 1988 following of severe crop 
failures.  
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CARE 
 
US Contact 
Michelle Carter 
151 Ellis Street 
Atlanta, GA 30303 
Tel.: 404-979-9177 
Fax: 404-589-2627 
Email: mcarter@care.org  
Website: www.care.org  
 

Field Contact 
Ethiopia  
Marcy Vigoda, Country Director 
Woreda 22, Kebele 07 
House No. 167/1-3, PO Box 4710 
Addis Ababa 
Ethiopia 
Tel.: +251-1-538038 
Fax: +251-1-538035 
Email: vigoda@care.org or  
care.eth@telecom.net.et  
 
Eritrea  
David Gilmour, Country Director 
PO Box 6561 
Asmara 
Eritrea 
Tel.: +291-1-189206 
Fax: +291-1-151339 
Email: careasm@eol.com.er  

 
Introduction to CARE   
CARE is one of the world's largest private international humanitarian organizations, 
committed to helping families in poor communities improve their lives and achieve 
lasting victories over poverty.  Founded in 1945 to provide relief to survivors of World 
War II, CARE quickly became a trusted vehicle for the compassion and generosity of 
millions. Our reach and mission have greatly evolved and expanded since. Today, CARE 
USA is a part of CARE International, a confederation of 11 CARE organizations that 
strives to be a global force and partner of choice within a worldwide movement dedicated 
to ending poverty. 
 
CARE in Ethiopia  
The CARE Ethiopia country office was established in 1984 in response to the 1983-84 
famine.  Although emergency feeding continues to be a focus, CARE has begun to move 
from relief to rehabilitation and development.  CARE Ethiopia's involvement in non-
emergency programming includes agricultural extension services, income generation and 
food-for-work (primary infrastructure, conservation, agriculture), as well as family 
planning and HIV/AIDS education. 
 
Over the past several months CARE Ethiopia has focused its emergency intervention 
activities on parts of West Hararghe and East Hararghe, the areas of Ethiopia most 
severely affected by the current crisis, with some areas having experienced up to 95 
percent crop losses.  CARE is responsible for supporting 651,800 people considered in 
acute need, with an additional 31,000 requiring close monitoring.  Conditions have 
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improved significantly in CARE’s Hararghe operational areas, almost exclusively due to 
massive aid interventions. 
 
Projects 
Awash Conservation And Development Project II:  This project, funded by NORAD, 
seeks to create harmony and cooperation between local communities and the park for 
sustained environmental conservation and development by encouraging dialogue, 
awareness creation and enhancing the household livelihood security of these committees. 
 
Awash PHC/FGC Project:  This project, funded by the Austrian government and 
NORAD, has two major objectives: (1) Providing preventive and curative health services 
by building the capacity of local health facilities and (2) Operation research focusing on 
appropriate approaches to design programs/interventions that will alleviate the problem 
of harmful traditions (female genital cutting) in the target area (Afar). 
 
Borana Drought Recovery Project:  This project, funded by OFDA, seeks to extend 
availability and improve access to domestic water use during dry and drought conditions, 
and to facilitate capacity building through trained masons for sustainable water 
management. 
 
CARE Ethiopia Food Information System Project (CEFIS):   This USAID-funded project 
seeks to closely monitor and generate timely early warning information, especially on the 
food security and changes in peasant economies in CARE operational areas, by 
conducting periodical assessments as well as strengthening the capacity of local entities 
engaged in disaster prevention and preparedness efforts. 
 
Community Infrastructure Improvement and Urban FFW: The goal of this USAID-
funded project is to provide a healthy environment to marginal, urban communities in 
Addis Ababa through improvement of basic infrastructure and primary services and 
enhancing the capacity and participation of community groups in local self-help 
development endeavors. It also provides short-term employment opportunities through 
food for work to limited households. 
 
Family Planning HIV/AIDS Project Phase II:  This project, funded by the Netherlands 
Embassy, seeks to improve the knowledge, attitude and practices of rural communities 
towards family planning and HIV/AIDS by increasing access to affordable modern 
contraceptive methods and changing the risk behavior related to transmission of HIV.   
 
Farta Food Security Project (EU):  Funded by the EU, this project seeks improved food 
security at the household level and increased capacity in emergency preparedness and 
early warning at the local level through promotion of soil and water conservation, 
improved agricultural techniques including small-scale irrigation development; and 
strengthening local level early-warning bodies in terms of human, institutional and 
physical resources. 
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Farta Institutional Capacity Support Project :  Seeks improved capacity of local 
government offices and communities to more effectively address food security of 
vulnerable households through capacity-building interventions and promotion of 
employment-based safety nets for rural communities. 
 
Garamuleta Rehabilitation/Development Project:  The goal is to improve household 
livelihood security for marginalized groups in the target area through increased 
agricultural production, household income and improved access to safe water supply.  
USAID funded. 
 
Micro Nutrient and Health (MICAH) Project:  This project, funded by CIDA via World 
Vision Canada, seeks to reduce the incidence of micro-nutrient deficiency-related 
diseases by improving access to and availability and utilization of micro-nutrient rich 
foods through introduction of gardening, supporting immunization campaigns and 
building local capacity of relevant (health) staff via training. 
 
Safe Motherhood project:  Funded by Columbia University, this project’s goals are 
strengthening/upgrading emergency obstetric care services in its project areas through 
capacity building supports. 
 
Showa Health, Extension, Water, Agriculture Project: Seeks to improve household 
livelihood security for marginalized groups in the target area through increased 
agricultural production, household income, and improved access to health and safe water 
supply.  Funded by USAID. 
  
Urban HIV/AIDS Project:  The goal of this project, supported by Africa Fund, is to 
decrease the incidence of HIV infection among the general adult population in the project 
area, thereby decreasing mother-to-child transmission of HIV/AIDS, via education 
(behavior change) and linking voluntary counseling and caring institutions with people 
with HIV. 
  
West Hararghie Rehabilitation and Development Project: Funded by USAID, this project 
seeks to improve household livelihood security for marginalized groups in the target area 
through: increased agricultural production, household income and improved access to 
safe water supply. 
 
Zeghie Community Development Project Phase II: This Austrian government-funded 
project seeks to improve household income and livelihood security by introducing 
improved and diversified horticultural practices and seeding plants as well as credit 
opportunities. 
 
HIV/AIDS prevention, care and support project :  With the goal of reducing the impact of 
HIV/AIDS in target populations in Oromiya this project, funded by Oromiya Secretariat, 
seeks to reduce high-risk behaviors that lead to HIV/AIDS transmission and increase care 
and support for people infected and affected by HIV/AIDS in Borena, East and West 
Hararghe zone. 
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Child Survival Project :  This project, funded by USAID, seeks to improve the health 
status of children under five and of women of reproductive age through three targeted 
interventions: nutrition, acute respiratory infection and control of diarrhea disease within 
the framework of community integrated management of childhood illness.  
 
Modeling and Reinforcement to Combat HIV/AIDS :  Seeks to stabilize the prevalence of 
HIV infection and to reduce the impact of HIV/AIDS in the target population, by using 
the synergy of interpersonal, community and mass media strategies.  Funded by U.S. 
Government LIFE initiative. 
 
Strengthening Communities through Partnerships BESO/SCOPE:  This project, funded 
by USAID, seeks to increase the number of school management committees that enhance 
the quality and equity of their school’s learning environment and to reduce female 
dropout rates to below the national average. 
 
Appropriate Technical for Bio-intensive Agriculture: With USAID funds, this project 
seeks to promote the adoption of BIO farm technologies by ten high schools and ninety 
women in Addis Ababa. 
 
Civil Society Capacity Strengthening Project: This project, funded by DFID, seeks to 
enhance the capacity of civil society organizations in one selected Kebele in Addis Ababa 
to play an active role in the development of their communities. 
 
The Southern Tier Initiative Livelihood Enhancement for Agro-pastoralists and 
Pastoralists (STI LEAP):  The project, funded by USAID, will develop, deliver and 
manage a multi-sectoral integrated program identifying and effectively addressing ways 
to improve the quality of life for pastoralists and agro-pastoralists. LEAP’s proposed 
activities will address the following Intermediate Results: IR1: Opportunities for Income 
Generation of Pastoralists and Agro-Pastoralists Increased.  IR2: Improved Health and 
Nutritional Status Among Families.  IR3: Access to Appropriate Alternative Basic 
Education Increased. IR4: Increased Cooperation and Collaboration Among Government 
and Local Institutions in Support of Successful Dispute resolution. 
  
Reducing Village Vulnerability in South Gondar/REVIVE West Harangue/REVIVE East 
Hararghe: Project components include: 1) Emergency Mitigation: (community based 
emergency preparedness. 2) Health and Nutrition: water and sanitation infrastructure and 
nutrition and hygiene training for community groups. 3) Agriculture Development: 
farmer training and technology dissemination and development of small-scale irrigation 
schemes. 4) Income Generation: promotion of off- farm income generation activities and 
training in marketable skills; community awareness campaigns and training in intra-
household resource management.  Funded by USAID/Food for Peace. 
 
Micronutrient and Health (MICAH) - West Hararghe/East Hararghe:  The program, 
funded by CIDA and World Vision Canada, has objectives including 1) reduction of 
micronutrient deficiencies, 2) reduction of diseases that cause MM and 3) building local 
capacity for delivery of these services. Intervention strategies include 1) direct 
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supplementation of micronutrients, 2) dietary diversification and modifications, 3) 
primary health care (PHC) and 4) promotion of universal salt iodization. 
 
Afar Health Program: The main focus of the project is to improve women's health and 
social status through the elimination of the FGC practice. The main activities of the 
project will be implemented during the rainy seasons when people are more settled - 
during this time main information will be provided and future responsible persons for 
continuous activities will be built up (mainly the Community Health Workers/CHW, Peer 
Educators/PE, Village Health Committees/VHC and Civil Society Advocates/CSA). The 
elders and religious leaders will be involved in the project in order to advocate for the 
new ideas and women will also be given a voice by the project. 
 
CARE in Eritrea 
CARE has worked in Eritrea since 2000, primarily in areas of rehabilitation in the wake 
of a devastating war with Ethiopia.  CARE plans to respond to the humanitarian crisis 
with targeted interventions in two key areas: strengthen the capacity of the government to 
assess vulnerability to food insecurity and to conduct a national survey to generate 
urgently needed information for targeting food aid; and providing seeds, poultry, 
livestock fodder and emergency veterinary services to severely drought-affected farmers. 
These initiatives will be carried out in addition to ongoing programs in the areas of 
agriculture, education, micro credit and gender. All CARE’s programs are carried out in 
close partnership with Eritrean civil society organizations or Eritrean government 
agencies. 
 
Projects 
Emergency Drought Assistance: Seeks to increase agricultural production at the 
household level for improved household food self-reliance, and to reduce dependency on 
food aid, through land preparation, seed distribution and training/capacity building.  
Funded by USAID/OFDA. 
 
Integrated Food Security: This USAID-funded project seeks to 1) establish small scale 
vegetable gardens at the household level; 2) increase knowledge of nutrition and skills in 
food selection and preparation; 3) provide sufficient water within each target location; 4) 
improve traditional "Spate" irrigation system; strengthen local NGO capacity in 
organization and monitoring. 
 
Education Improvement: Seeks to increase rural primary school attendance through 
school feeding, PTA capacity building, girls' education promotion activities, and to 
strengthen local NGO capacity in organization and monitoring.  Funded by USDA and 
Mercy Corps. 
 
Community Based Savings and Credit Associations:  This USAID-funded project seeks to 
improved the income security of 660 vulnerable households in rural communities and to 
build capacity of two Eritrean NGOs to establish viable community managed savings and 
credit associations. 
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Gender Based Violence Prevention and Response: This project, funded by BPRM and 
Cordaid, seeks to prevent gender based violence (SGBV) within two specific target 
groups:  refugee/IDP returnees in Gash Barka and Debub zones, through increased 
awareness, community training, and provision of prevention mechanisms. CARE will 
also strengthen local partner capacity in project management and DM&E. 
 
Adolescent Reproductive Health: Goal is to improve adolescent reproductive health by 
training young women as community educators and linking them with older women 
mentors to address reproductive health issues in traditional community settings. CARE 
will also strengthen local partner capacity in project management and DM&E.  Funded 
by the CARE Management of Reproductive Risk project. 
 
Capacity Building to Improve Humanitarian Information Systems in Eritrea: The goal of 
the partnership, funded by the Gates Foundation, is to improve the information available 
to manage humanitarian interventions in Eritrea. The objectives are to:1) Train up a cadre 
of Eritrean staff of ERREC, WFP, CARE and other NGOs. 2) Build the capacity of staff 
to be able to monitor food security. 3) Gain an improved understanding of the causes of 
vulnerability to food insecurity. 
 
Emergency Agriculture Assistance in Gash Barka and Debub: The project, funded by 
OFDA, seeks to provide emergency assistance to drought affected rural households in 
Eritrea through a) provision of agricultural seeds, b) chickens to women-headed 
households, c) training in poultry keeping and d) training in improved cropping methods. 
 
Mine Risk Education: The objective of this project is to increase awareness amongst rural 
communities in the temporary security zone and adjacent areas of the risk of landmines 
and UXOs with the aim of preventing injury and death.  The main activity is to conduct 
mines risk education.  Funded by UNMEE Ops. 
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CATHOLIC RELIEF SERVICES  
 
US Contact 
Dan Griffin  
Regional Representative for East Africa 
Catholic Relief Services  
209 West Fayette Street  
Baltimore, MD 21201  
Tel: 410-951-7308  
Email: dgriffin@catholicrelief.org  
Website: www.catholicrelief.org  
 

Field Contact 
Ethiopia  
Anne Bousquet 
Country Representative  
Catholic Relief Services 
PO Box 6592  
Off Debre Zeit Road 
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 
Tel: 251-1-653-588 
Email: crs@telecom.net.et  
 
Eritrea  
Jack Norman 
Country Representative 
Catholic Relief Services 
PO Box 8016 
Asmara, Eritrea 
Tel: 29-118–4502 
Email: crserit@eol.com.er  

 
Introduction to Catholic Relief Services (CRS)   
Catholic Relief Services carries out relief and development programs in more than 90 
countries around the world. Founded in 1943, CRS is the official overseas relief and 
development agency of the United States Catholic Conference of Bishops (USCCB). 
CRS provides assistance on the basis of need, regardless of nationality, race or religion. 
CRS works towards its mission by responding to victims of natural and man-made 
disasters; by providing assistance to the poor to alleviate their immediate needs; by 
supporting self-help programs which involve people and communities in their own 
development; by helping those it serves to restore and preserve their dignity and to realize 
their potential; and by helping to educate the American people to fulfill their moral 
responsibilities in alleviating human suffering, removing its causes and promoting social 
justice. 
 
Catholic Relief Services in Ethiopia 
CRS Ethiopia aims to alleviate the overwhelming poverty and human suffering in 
Ethiopia through integrated programming. 
 
CRS has been in Ethiopia since 1958 implementing a variety of programs that are geared 
towards the alleviation of human suffering in the country.   During the early years, the 
focus was on school feeding and mother and child nutrition programs. Since the 
beginning, CRS has been in the forefront of responding to the country's natural and man-
made disasters. In response to the 1984-85 drought, CRS, in collaboration with the 
country's three main churches and the Lutheran World Federation, launched one of the 
biggest relief operations in the country.  
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Since the drought years of the 1984/85, CRS has played a major role in assisting the 
victims of famine by distributing emergency food and providing medicines through the 
Joint Relief Partnership (JRP), which is comprised of the country's three main churches 
and two international organizations, including CRS. Over the years, CRS has also 
supported the implementation of several projects working to increase agricultural 
production, reduce soil erosion and environmental degradation, improve community 
health, and raise the household income of target communities, in addition to supporting 
institutions with HIV/AIDS prevention and care programs.  
 
CRS/Ethiopia continues to maintain a strong emergency capacity to respond to the 
frequent natural disasters such as drought, while balancing it with a variety of 
development programs.  In 2002, CRS concluded a five-year Development Program, 
which aimed to improve agricultural production, soil conservation, maternal child health, 
and household income in targeted food insecure areas. Upon successful completion of 
this Program, CRS/Ethiopia submitted a new follow-on five-year Development 
Assistance Program (DAP) to USAID and obtained approval.   
 
The overall goal of the new DAP (2003-2007) is improved household food security, with 
a conceptual strategy based on an integrated watershed management (IWM) framework, 
which looks to integrate sectoral activities (agriculture, natural resource management, 
health and nutrition, and water and sanitation) within a given watershed in order to 
maximize impact on household food security. In addition, the DAP has a Safety Net 
component to respond to the needs of the poorest of the poor. 
 
In 2002, with a program value of almost US $8 million, CRS-supported activities directly 
impacted the lives of over 135,000 Ethiopians. 
 
Agriculture/Natural Resource Management 
Guided by its integrated watershed management strategy, CRS/Ethiopia and its partner, 
Team Today & Tomorrow (TT&T), are implementing the Mereko Watershed 
Development Project.  One aim of these programs is to increase agricultural production 
and productivity through the rehabilitation of degraded land, irrigation, and the 
introduction of improved high yield crops. 
 
Located in Kellela Wereda, South Wollo Zone of the Amhara Regional State, the project 
covers an estimated area of 8,910 ha.  Major components of this project include 
strengthening of rural institutions and enhancing the capability of communities to 
carryout their own development.  To this end, forty-two small group community based 
institutions have been established, and farmers have been trained in soil and water 
conservation, improved agronomic practices, irrigation, drainage, drinking water supply 
and rural institutions for natural resource management.  In addition, physical activities 
including seedling production, pitting and planting on degraded areas and gully 
protection were carried out under the project.   
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Health 
CRS/Ethiopia health programs aim to improve the nutritional status of children under 
five, to enable households and communities to prevent and manage diseases, and to 
establish and manage community based health care systems. A main component of these 
programs is health education for the women in the targeted areas. 
 
HIV/AIDS 
CRS/Ethiopia’s HIV/AIDS programs aim to control the spread of HIV/AIDS through 
technical and material support to local agencies involved in HIV/AIDS education, care, 
and counseling programs. Working with local partner Organization for Social Services 
for AIDS (OSSA), HIV/AIDS programming has targeted the region of Addis Ababa, 
Harar, Nazareth and Dire Dawa. 
 
Micro Finance 
CRS/Ethiopia has been involved in a small savings and credit program since 1994 with 
the aim of alleviating poverty by helping the poor access financial resources.  This 
program, which was known as the Women’s Savings and Credit program, targeted poor 
women to improve their economic and social status by providing credit to finance small 
businesses and thus augment their household income.  However, in 2001 the Government 
of Ethiopia issued a new micro-financing regulation.  As a result of this new regulation, 
CRS/Ethiopia conducted a study on how to phase out the women savings and credit 
program and continue its services to the poor, particularly to women, within the 
framework of the new regulation.  The study came out with a strong recommendation to 
establish an independent micro-finance institution. 
 
With the technical and financial assistance of CRS/Ethiopia, Metemamen Micro 
Financing Institution S.C. was established by ECC-SDCO and started operations in April 
2002. Metemamen, in the local language Amharic, means confidence and/or trust.   
Metemamen has the mission of alleviating poverty by responding to the financial needs of 
as many of the active poor as possible through an autonomous sustainable micro finance 
institution.  Metemamen's plan is to reach over 25,000 clients over a five-year period, of 
which at least 75% will be poor women. 
 
Emergency/Safety Net 
As noted above, the new DAP has a Safety Net component.  These programs aim to save 
the lives of those most affected by emergencies, to promote and maintain the basic 
human dignity of the poor and vulnerable, and to reinforce social determination for 
development.  
 
Catholic Relief Services in Eritrea 
CRS has been active in Eritrea for over twenty years focusing its work to help Eritreans 
develop strategies to help overcome the devastating effects of war and chronic drought. 
 
CRS first began its work in Eritrea in response to the 1983 -1985 famine by providing 
emergency food aid.  Working through a local partner, the Eritrea Catholic Secretariat 
(ErCS), CRS continued to be engaged in both relief and development activities. In 2001, 
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at the invitation of the local church and the government of Eritrea, CRS opened an office 
in Asmara, the capital of Eritrea. 
 
More recently, CRS has been actively supporting development programs in Eritrea 
through the work of ErCS and the respective line ministries in the areas of Agriculture 
(food chain approach, supporting initiatives in sesame production including research, on 
farm trials, improved practices, marketing mechanisms); Water and Sanitation (integrated 
approach, providing increased access to water to communities and schools, providing 
training and capacity building of Village Water Committees); Women’s Promotion 
(micro-savings program as well as girl’s education and hygiene promotion program); and 
Literacy and Capacity Building (assisting in the formation of community managed 
libraries/ resource centers).  
 
In 2002, with a program value of half a million US dollars, CRS-supported activities 
directly impacted the lives of over 55,000 Eritreans. 
 
Agriculture 
CRS is working with the Ministry of Agriculture to assist the poor living in drought-
affected areas through an integrated approach to agricultural recovery. CRS is working 
with farmers in the introduction of improved agricultural practices and with the Research 
Department to develop higher yields. The agency is also implementing Seed Fairs and 
Vouchers (an alternative to traditional seed distribution systems), participating in the East 
Africa Sesame Market Research Study, and working with key partners to create a 
national sesame strategic plan.  
 
CRS, in close collaboration with the Ministry of Agriculture (MOA) has been assisting 
food insecure farm families in the Gash Barka region through seed distribution, land 
preparation and the promotion of improved agricultural practices. The program involved 
approximately 2000 households or 10,000 direct beneficiaries, many of them returnees 
from Sudan who had been recently repatriated.  CRS utilized the seed fair and voucher 
program, pioneered by CRS and designed to empower farmers to make choices over the 
quality and type of seed they receive, and promotes farmer to farmer transactions. CRS, 
in conjunction with MOA established a demonstration field as well as some on farm trials 
in different parts of Gash-Barka region, looking at the effects of row planting, spacing, 
fertilizer and herbicide application as well as improved varieties on crop production.  
 
Water/Sanitation 
CRS is working with the Water Resource Department and other local partners to help 
provide an integrated approach to village-based water management. The focus is on a 
participatory approach while building the capacity of communities to manage the social 
and financial aspects of water management, especially in chronic drought areas. CRS is 
also developing a hygiene promotion program that will be school-based and integrated 
with the overall water management schemes.  
 
The shortage of appropriate water for drinking and sanitary uses leads to increased 
illnesses and deaths caused by water borne diseases.  Students are the main agents 
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involved in the collection and handling of water in most communities and therefore 
school based interventions are appropriate for promoting behavioral changes regarding 
water usage, storage and general hygiene practices. Many students miss school because 
they must go elsewhere to collect water and therefore, schools that can offer increased 
access to water can also increase enrollment, especially that of young girls. CRS has been 
working with the Ministry of Education (MoE) and the Ministry of Health (MoH) to 
improve access to water at schools and most recently CRS has implemented a roof top 
catchment system in Metkel Albeit (Northern Red Sea Zone). The project also includes 
the training and capacity building of Parent Teacher’s Association in order that they can 
effectively implement and manage the water system. 
 
Many rural communities in Eritrea have limited access to safe water. A recent study 
conducted by the Water Resource Department confirmed that only 10% of the population 
has regular access to potable water. Villagers in the communities spend a large proportion 
of their time (2-3 hours) and energy in collecting water from shallow wells, river line 
holes, and low water table bore holes. CRS, in conjunction with the Ministry of Local 
Government and the local Village Water Committees have begun to rehabilitate existing 
bore holes that have fallen into disrepair, providing proper enclosure, spill way areas and 
training in the overall management and maintenance of the water point. CRS has 
partnered with UNICEF and with local contractors to ensure the proper training of village 
pump caretakers and while providing basic management training for the self-selected 
Village Water Committee. The training includes basic organizational and decision 
making skills, basic budgeting and finances and provides an opportunity to discuss and 
determine appropriate cost recovery methods for the community. To date, CRS has 
worked with communities in Anseba, Northern Red Sea and Gash Barka. 
 
Women’s Promotion  
CRS Eritrea is working with ErCS to develop the capacity of current women’s initiatives 
programs. The focus is on skills training, the creation of micro-savings programs, girls’ 
education and hygiene promotion/ reproductive health, as well as psychosocial 
intervention for groups in the war affected Temporary Security Zone.  
 
The micro savings component of the current women’s initiatives provides loans (low 
interest) to Female Headed Households (FHH) and also provides training on how to start 
and improve an existing small business.  The programming areas for this project are 
Debub and Northern Red Sea (NRS) Zobas (Zones) and approximately 100 women are 
being supported through the first phase. The project is implemented in partnership with 
the Eritrean Catholic Secretariat (ErCS), a local partner and part of the international 
CARITAS network. 
 
Literacy/Capacity Building 
CRS Eritrea is working with communities to develop community-managed Libraries/ 
Resource Centers. The main focus of the project is on providing access to resource 
materials, but development of a local resource committee as well as literacy training are 
also integral components.    
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This project is implemented in conjunction with the Library Information Association in 
Eritrea (LIAE), a local organization that seeks to increase literacy through libraries across 
the country.  The project consists of the provision of a refitted container (or prefabricated 
facsimile) and the necessary books and supplies to create a basic library. In this way, the 
focus is on the contents and not on the structure. A major component of the project is also 
the capacity building of a Community Library Committee.  
 
Other Programming  
CRS is also supporting a supplementary feeding program being implemented by the 
Eparchy of Keren. The program is currently providing supplementary food to 
approximately 1,500 beneficiaries per month. The beneficiaries are either children under 
five or pregnant or lactating women who are suffering from severe malnutrition. The 
distributions are being carried out at nine locations, all in Zoba Anseba. CRS is also 
engaged in a capacity building program with its local partners, which involves training, 
workshops and scholarships to help partners develop the skills of their staff in order that 
they may effectively implement relief and development programs.      
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CHILDREACH/PLAN 
 
US Contact 
Hugh C. Minor IV 
Public Information Officer 
Childreach/Plan 
155 Plan Way 
Warwick, RI 02886 
Tel: 401-737-5770 ext. 177 
Mobile: 401-524-2330  
Fax: 401-738-5608  
E-mail: minorh@childreach.org  
Website: www.childreach.org  

Field Contact 
Supriyanto, Country Director 
Plan Ethiopia 
PO Box 12677   
Addis Ababa            
Tel: 251-1-65 20 67/ 65 56 51 
Fax: 251-1-65 42 79 

 
Introduction to Childreach/Plan 
Founded in 1937 as Foster Parents Plan, Childreach/Plan has evolved to focus on the 
needs of children by bringing together four domains of development – health, education, 
habitat, and livelihood, into an integrated approach that organizes families into 
empowered communities making a better life for their children. At the same time, child 
sponsorship has enabled Plan to provide an opportunity for sponsors and children to build 
meaningful relationships across the world. 
 
Childreach/Plan in Ethiopia 
 
Childreach/Plan’s aims in Ethiopia are:  

• To improve access of children and their families and communities to quality and 
efficient community based primary health care system and services from none to 
60% in urban and to 50% in rural Plan working areas in three years. 

 
• To increase basic knowledge (at least two ways of transmission and prevention) 

of HIV/AIDS from 51% and 52% to 75% among adolescents and women, 
respectively, by 2002 where Plan operates. 

 
• To increase access of families to safe drinking water from 74% to 85% in urban 

and from 3% to 40% in rural Plan operational areas in three years. 
 

• To increase basic sanitary facilities of latrine and solid waste disposal from 8% to 
75% and from 53% to 90%, respectively, in urban and from none to 35% among 
rural Plan families in three years. 

 
• To improve enrolment rate of pre-school aged children in ECCD program from 

none to 10% in rural and from 20% to 30% in urban Plan operational areas within 
3 years 
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• To increase primary school enrolment from 43% to 55% and from 94% to 96% 
among rural and urban school aged children and their siblings, respectively, in 
Plan communities within 3 years 

 
• To increase literacy rates among families, particularly women, from 16% to 23% 

in rural and from 14% to 30 % in urban operational areas within 3 years 
 

• To increase access to sustainable financial service from 13% and 30% among 
urban Plan families within three years. 

 
• To increase percent of Plan families with increased household disposable income 

by 15% in urban working area within three years. 
 

• To increase agricultural production of 20% of Plan families by 5% per year over 
the next three years. 

 
Program Description 
Plan is a child-centered organization that works at the grassroots level with children, their 
families and their communities. The ultimate objective of Plan’s work is to make lasting 
improvements in the lives of deprived children.  
 
Plan achieves this by actively involving children in all aspects of its development 
programs. Projects are planned, implemented, and their results are evaluated at the level 
of the child. Families and communities contribute as much as they can of their time, 
labor, and their funds -- a value that can amount to more than half of project costs. 
 
This child-centered approach to working with children demands new thinking. By 
designing programs at the level of the child, we can better see the complex web of causes 
and effects that impacts a child's life, and respond with programs in five interrelated areas 
of work, called Domains -- Growing Up Healthy, Learning, Habitat, Livelihood and 
Building Relationships.  
 
Domains define the scope of our work, what we try to achieve in our programs. Each 
Domain in every program location has a goal, a number of strategic objectives, and a set 
of impact indicators, against which we can measure the effectiveness of our programs in 
improving the well being of children. 
 
Our programs are located in Addis Ababa (the capital) & Lalibela (northern part of the 
country) and more than 15,540 affiliated children and families are benefiting from the 
programs. 
 
Special Concerns 
Each year, drought-relief plays a major role in Plan’s work in Ethiopia. Long-term plans 
focus on ways to counter the affects of the drought by gaining greater access to water 
sources and growing alternative crops able to withstand severe shortages. 
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CHRISTIAN CHILDREN’S FUND 
 
US Contact 
Toni Radler 
Christian Children’s Fund 
PO Box 26484 
Richmond, VA 23261-6484 
Tel: 804-756-2722 
E-mail: tlradler@ccfusa.org  
Website: www.christianchildrensfund.org  

Field Contact 
Fikru Abebe 
National Director 
Christian Children's Fund 
PO Box 5545 
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 
Tel: 251 161 2865 
  

 
Introduction to Christian Children’s Fund (CCF)  
CCF is an international development organization, which assists 4.6 million children and 
families worldwide.  CCF is a non-sectarian humanitarian organization working for the 
survival, development and protection of children without regard to sex, race, creed or 
religious affiliation.  CCF works for the well-being of children by supporting locally led 
initiatives that strengthen families and communities, helping them overcome poverty and 
protect the rights of their children.  CCF programs are comprehensive – incorporating 
health, education, nutrition and livelihood interventions that sustainably protect, nurture 
and develop children.  CCF works in any environment where poverty, conflict and 
disaster threaten the well-being of children. 
 
Christian Children’s Fund in Ethiopia 
CCF has been assisting children and families in Ethiopia since 1972.  CCF-Ethiopia 
focuses on fulfillment of the needs of a community through six program areas: 
emergency relief, family income generation, health and sanitation, nutrition, early 
childhood development (ECD) and education. Through its community-based approach 
CCF is able to provide services to children and families in communities throughout 
Ethiopia.  This year, CCF-Ethiopia has adjusted its programs as necessary to meet the 
needs of children and families affected by the drought and famine.  The following are 
specific interventions in Ethiopia focused on CCF’s six program areas.  CCF-Ethiopia 
expenditures, most from private donors, exceeded $3.9 million in 2002. 
 
Emergency Relief (Drought and Famine) 
CCF-Ethiopia is undertaking child and family development intervention programs in the 
rural area of Oromia Region and Amhara Region.  The situation in CCF’s operational 
areas and adjacent districts has been negatively affected due to the drought.  Inadequate 
rainfall has caused acute shortages of water and pasture.  Farmers are forced to take their 
livestock 5-10 kms from their village in search of water.  Many farmers are experiencing 
high numbers of livestock deaths. 
 
CCF-Ethiopia is addressing the food security crisis by designing short-term emergency 
response and long-term food security strategies as a complimentary program to the 
national food security strategy.  With the assistance of the Oromia Regional Government, 
CCF-Ethiopia has transported 190,700 kg of maize and distributed to 15,256 families 
who are most affected by the current famine.  Additionally, CCF- Ethiopia has provided 
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seeds for immediate planting and drinking water for both human and livestock 
consumption.   
 
Nutrition 
In order to bring lasting solutions to the famine and food insecurity in its operational 
areas, CCF-Ethiopia is implementing food security programs that consist of credit 
schemes for agricultural inputs, training of farmers and agricultural development agents 
on various agricultural technologies (crop production and animal husbandry), initiating 
and assisting in the construction of grain banks by farmer’s cooperatives, introducing and 
promoting water conservation techniques and the development of small scale irrigation 
schemes to increase the annual production cycle as opposed to the prevailing once a year 
harvest from rain-fed farming. 
 
Family Income Generation (Micro Enterprise Development) 
CCF-Ethiopia is working to ensure long lasting sustainability of program practices that 
enable families to produce income to support their children. Training has been conducted 
with farmers on appropriate crop husbandry practices at the Golan Project.  Additionally, 
community members in the Buee Project Area have learned vegetable production and 
utilization, as well as small-scale irrigation techniques.   
 
Community members received important training on how to withstand the challenges of 
drought, identifying the signs of animal diseases and prevention techniques.  Drought 
resistant crop production has been encouraged through the distribution of potato seeds as 
part of the food security program.  Income generation activities include bee keeping and 
vegetable production, as well as providing vocational skill development for youths and 
parents. 
 
Health and Sanitation 
CCF-Ethiopia has been actively providing interventions to the recent outbreak of 
Leishmaniasis, interventions that are effective against Malaria as well.  Reports of the 
outbreak in the Buee Area southwest of Addis Ababa and the Ochollo Region of 
Ethiopia.  Leishmaniasis is spread by the bite of an infected sand fly and manifests as 
severe skin lesions on the face and forearms.  There have been reports of cases so severe 
that the tips of the nose of those infected have actually fallen off.  The disease presents 
both a health and psychosocial component, because there is extensive scarring and 
permanent physical disfigurement on both children and adults. 
 
CCF is distributing mosquito nets to affected villages and is providing mass education to 
the local community regarding Leishmaniasis.  The most cost-effective, efficient 
treatment is the provision of bed nets to villages since the sand fly is normally most 
active from dusk to dawn.  CCF-Ethiopia is able to reduce the incidence of Leishmaniasis 
through the distribution of bed nets and provision of educational resources about the 
disease.  Additionally, the bed nets provide a double benefit because they protect children 
from Malaria, the leading cause of death of children in Africa. 
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CCF-Ethiopia continues to improve environmental sanitation, access to health services 
and enhancing health awareness throughout its operational areas in a number of 
programs.  HIV prevention training, polio immunizations, construction of water points, 
basic health services and the construction of a health center are just some of the recent 
services of CCF-Ethiopia. 
 
Early Childhood Development (ECD) and Education 
Home-based ECD services were introduced to parents in CCF operational areas of 
Ethiopia.  Parents were trained in child development and child rearing practices in order 
to educate parents on the best possible home environments for children.  Children who 
participate in CCF-Ethiopia’s ECD program receive critical immunizations and mothers 
also are able to receive vaccinations to prevent disease and death.  CCF supports pre-
schools and training for childcare and development. 
 
CCF-Ethiopia education programs also include AIDS awareness, as well as literacy and 
numeric programs for adults, and support local education efforts by expanding schools 
and school renovations, such as libraries. 
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CHRISTIAN REFORMED WORLD RELIEF COMMITTEE 
 
HQ Contact 
Jacob Kramer 
Relief Team Leader 
Christian Reformed World Relief 
Committee (CRWRC) 
3475 Mainway 
PO Box 5070 STN LCD 1 
Burlington, ON L7R 3Y8 
Canada 
Tel:  (905) 336-2920, Ext. 240 
Fax:  (905) 336-8344 
E-mail: kramerj@crcna.ca  
Website: www.crwrc.org  

Field Contact 
 (Please contact North American office) 

 
Introduction to Christian Reformed World Relief Committee  
CRWRC's mission is that communities around the world in circumstances of injustice, 
poverty or disaster are transformed and improve their circumstances in sustainable ways.   
 
Christian Reformed World Relief Committee (CRWRC) in Ethiopia 
CRWRC is working in collaboration with a Christian international NGO based in 
Ethiopia called Food for the Hungry International/Ethiopia (FHI/E).  FHI/E has worked 
in Ethiopia for a number of years, and CRWRC has collaborated with FHI/E over a 
number of years on different relief projects.  The current project takes place in the 
Amhara National Regional State in north-central Ethiopia.  More specifically it targets 
the Lay Gayint, Tach Gayint, and Simada woredas in South Gondar Zone.  Some 40,000 
people will receive more than 3,000 metric tonnes (MT) of wheat per year in this three-
year project. 
  
This project is classified by the government of Ethiopia as being an Employment 
Generation Scheme (EGS) project.  That means that it focuses on Food-For- Work (FFW) 
activities.  People are then paid in food for their work on community projects in the areas 
of soil conservation, water supply, access roads, etc.  The project also has a 
complementary nutrition component that will track the health status of families as well as 
ensuring access to adequate micro-nutrients for sustained good health.   
  
As stated above, this is a three-year project and CRWRC is currently in year one.  The 
first shipment of 3,000 MT of wheat arrived in the country in February.  FFW activities 
are already underway and aspects of the nutritional programming are also happening.  So, 
the project is well underway.  CRWRC hopes to continue to work with FHI/E over the 
three-year life of the project.  It should be noted that CRWRC's involvement is largely 
carried out through our membership in the Canadian Foodgrains Bank (CFGB).  It is 
through CFGB – and the strong support of our constituency - that CRWRC is able to 
program this food.  
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CRWRC is also working in collaboration with an Ethiopian-based international NGO 
called ZOA Refugee Care (from Holland) in the provision of 700 MT of wheat to more 
than 20,000 people in Worebabu woreda in south Wollo Zone in Amhara National 
Regional State. 
 
In addition to these CRWRC-led initiatives, CRWRC is supporting partner agencies in 
the following activities: 
     
CRWRC is supporting a partner agency - the Evangelical Missionary Church of Canada - 
in the provision of 500 MT of wheat to more than 20,000 people in the Southern Nations, 
Nationalities, and Peoples State.  This involves free food distribution to about 15% of the 
beneficiaries and Food-For-Work for the other 85%.   
 
CRWRC is also supporting World Relief Canada in the provision of nearly 1,150 MT of 
blended food, lentils, and vegetable oil to 54,000 people in two Sub-Zobas in north-
western Eritrea.  These Sub-Zobas are Gheleb and Kerkebet in Aseba Zoba. 
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CHURCH WORLD SERVICE 
 
US Contact 
Donna J Derr 
Church World Service Emergency Response 
110 Maryland Avenue, NE.  Suite 108 
Washington, DC  20002 
Tel: 202-544-2350 
E-Mail:  donnajderr@aol.com  
Website: www.churchworldservice.org  

Field Contact 
Please contact the Washington DC office 
 
 

 
Introduction to Church World Service  
Founded in 1946, Church World Service (CWS) is dedicated to providing relief, 
development and refugee assistance. 
 
Church World Service in Ethiopia  
Church World Service (CWS), an international humanitarian agency of 36 Protestant, 
Orthodox and Anglican member denominations in the United States, has long-standing 
ties with churches and ecumenical agencies in Ethiopia. CWS has responded to needs in 
the region as a member of the Action by Churches Together (ACT) International 
network. Among the CWS partners in Ethiopia are the Ethiopian Orthodox Church 
(EOC), the Ethiopian Evangelical Church of Mekane Jesus and Norwegian Church Aid. 
These groups are working with a number of Protestant, Catholic and Orthodox churches 
as part of a Joint Relief Partnership (JRP); the partnership has long-time experience 
implementing relief and rehabilitation activities in Ethiopia.  CWS’model is to work 
cooperatively with other agencies, including church-related groups, local governments 
and international bodies. 
 
CWS-supported work is being conducted in 24 woredas - or districts – throughout 
Ethiopia.  Emergency intervention in woredas in Ethiopia is being integrated with 
ongoing development programs to increase community capacities and reduce their 
vulnerability to future disaster. The overall goal of the CWS-supported program is to 
ensure household access to food and thus minimize the vulnerability to food insecurity. 
These programs incorporate elements of direct food aid and assistance for seeds, tools 
and livestock; they assist more than 330,000 people.  
 
CWS receives its funding mainly form public support and denominational funding. 
 
Special Concerns 
The primary constraint we would note is that Ethiopia has become just one more addition 
to a growing list of countries in Africa that are experiencing dramatic food 
insecurities/crisis.  Given limited resources this creates the necessity of prioritizing areas 
that all have populations very dramatically affected by lack of food.  This lack of food 
also exacerbates other pre-existing health issues of the affected populations. 
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CONCERN WORLDWIDE 
 
US Contacts 
Dominic Mac Sorley 
Concern Worldwide 
104 East 40th Street, Room 903 
New York , NY 10016 
Tel: 212-557-8000 
E-Mail: dominic.macsorley@concern-ny.org  
Website: www.concernusa.org  

Field Contact 
Ethiopia 
Carol Morgan, Country Director 
House No. 260 
Woreda 16, Kebele 12 
Shola Market 
Addis Ababa 
Tel: (251) 1 61 17 30/610 955 
E-Mail: concern.ethiopia@telecom.net.et  
 
Eritrea 
Janu Rao, Country Director 
(PO Box 7718) 
45 Victoria Avenue  
Gasabanda 
Asmara, Eritrea 
Tel: (2911)12 2144 
E-Mail: concerne@eol.com.er    

 
Introduction to Concern Worldwide  
Concern Worldwide is a non-denominational voluntary organization dedicated to the 
relief, assistance and advancement of the poorest in the least developed countries of the 
world.  Our mission is to enable absolutely poor people to achieve major achievements in 
their lives, which are sustainable without ongoing support from Concern. To this end we 
work with the poor themselves and with local and international partners who share our 
vision to create just and peaceful societies where the poor can exercise their fundamental 
rights. 
 
Concern Worldwide in Ethiopia  
Concern Worldwide became involved in Ethiopia in 1974 and currently focuses its work 
in the following locations: Addis Ababa, SNNPR (Southern Nations, Nationalities and 
Peoples Regional State), Damot Weyde, Kalu and Dessie Zuria in South Wollo.  Our 
programs are committed to contributing towards genuine and long lasting poverty 
alleviation through meaningful involvement of target groups and partners in activities 
that meet the real needs of the poorest.  We work to strengthen the capacity of local 
institutions at all levels from households to government. Concern’s programs in Ethiopia 
include long term development interventions in both rural and urban areas, as well as 
emergency preparedness and response.  
 
Health 
In Damot Weyde Woreda, Concern is implementing a 3-year capacity building program 
in partnership with the Ministry of Health (MoH), the purpose of which is to reduce 
maternal and child mortality.  The program supports external program immunization 
(EPI), training of MoH staff and nutrition and education in eight of the most vulnerable 
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Kebeles in the Woreda. Support for MoH covers all 5 health structures in the Woreda and 
48 EPI outreach sites.  
 
In Kalu district in South Wollo, with a population of 228,816, Concern has begun a 5- 
year program to expand effective health, hygiene and nutrition service access and build 
technical and managerial capacity for sustainability working with local government 
partners and community groups.  The main activities include health education, training of 
health workers, strengthening of disease surveillance and epidemic response at facility 
based institution and community level.  
 
Livelihood Security 
In Kalu Woreda, SouthWollo, complementing our health programs, Concern is 
supporting local food security initiatives to improve access to food at the community and 
household level in 8 Kebeles. Activities include local government capacity building and 
institutional development to better respond to the needs of the community and mobilize 
external support as required. 
 
In five kebeles of Woreda 6, Addis Ababa, Concern is implementing the ‘Street Vendors 
Support Program’ to improve the development of street vendors business, increase 
income and contribute towards the building of gender sensitive sustainable institutions 
which work for the advancement of street vendors. In addition to credit and savings 
schemes, this program strengthens cooperative networks, developing guidelines for the 
Bureau of Trade Industry and Tourism. 600 households and members of these households 
will benefit from the project.  
 
In three kebeles in Woreda 20, Concern is implementing the four year ‘Slum Dwellers 
Rights and Development Program’ which enhances the capacity of slum dwellers to 
secure their own civil, social and economic rights through their indigenous community 
based organizations. 
 
Emergency Programs 
In September 2002 the Ethiopian government issued an appeal for immediate food 
assistance following the inadequate or total failure of rains.  Concern’s programs have 
expanded considerably in response with food security interventions including the delivery 
of general and supplementary rations, a therapeutic feeding intervention and the 
establishment of a nutritional surveillance program under which nutrition surveys are 
being conducted every three months. 
 
Concern’s therapeutic nutrition intervention in Damot Wyede follows the Community 
Therapeutic Care model addressing the food needs of severely malnourished children in 
167 kebeles. 
  
Supplementary food distributions are being undertaken in Dessie Zuria and Kalu focusing 
specifically on children and under fives. Seeds and tools are being distributed to 8,000 
farmers in  the Dessie Zuria and 18,800 farmers in Kalu. 
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Looking to the medium-term, Concern is supporting the on-going capacity building 
projects for improved health interventions and for livestock support, which provide 
fodder and water assistance for over 1,000 cattle.  
 
Education 
Concern is committed to promoting the rights of the child and supports four partners that 
promote non-formal education for vulnerable children, with a special emphasis on girls. 
Activities include the establishment of non-formal education centres in Addis Ababa; 
over 2,500 children will benefit from this program. In Damot Weyde, Concern is 
supporting a local NGO to establish four non-formal education centres with 640 children 
directly benefiting.  
 
HIV/AIDS 
Under Concern’s country strategic plan, HIV/AIDs is being mainstreamed into all our 
programming. Concern continues through its HIV/AIDS Unit to support three local 
partners in Addis and in Kalu in South Wollo. While the main emphasis of the program is 
people living and affected by HIV/AIDS, there is a strong emphasis on education and 
prevention. Main activities include home-based care, community based counseling, 
research, advocacy and information education and behavioral change. 
 
Funding Sources 
Concern’s annual 2003 budget for Ethiopia is estimated to be US $2.8 million. Key 
donors include EU, DFID, USAID, Ireland Aid, UNICEF, APSO, and Comic Relief. 
 
Future Plans 
Concern Ethiopia is currently implementing its 2003 to 2005 strategic plan, which is 
guiding our interventions in emergency, rehabilitation and longer-term development.  
Despite the challenges and energy devoted to addressing the current food security crisis, 
greater emphasis is being placed on strengthening and expanding partnerships with local 
NGOs and community based organizations.  
 
Concern Worldwide in Eritrea 
Concern Worldwide became involved in Eritrea in August 2000, as a result of significant 
population displacement that occurred following the final stage of the 1998—2000 
Ethiopian/Eritrean war. The Eritrean Government appealed to the international 
community for assistance with the displacement and also with the ongoing drought, 
which had affected the Northern provinces for three years.  
 
Following field assessments in late 2002, Concern established emergency programs in 
Debub Zone, in southern Eritrea and Anseba Zone in the drought affected north. 
 
Concern began working with the communities and both the Ministries of Agriculture and 
Health to address immediate food needs. Building on the initial interventions, Concern 
has been gradually moving to a longer-term involvement in these areas, with programmes 
focused on livelihood security.  At the same time, however, Concern has been effectively 
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responding to the current food crisis through enhanced food security/nutrition 
interventions in our program areas.  
 
Food Security/ Nutrition 
Concern has been operational in three sub-zones in Anseba – Hagaz, Asmat and Habero 
since June 2001.  The main intervention has been in the nutrition sector working in 
collaboration with the Ministry of Health.  Concern has established 13 nutrition 
committees and trained 42 volunteers. Community-based growth monitoring began in 
September 2001. Now, 8,000 children are monitored on a monthly basis, although this 
may be further expanded to cover all under-fives. Nutrition surveys conducted in the 
Anseba Region by Concern in March 2003 indicated acute malnutrition rates of 19.9% 
with 2% severe. With the assistance of WFP, Concern is expanding its programs in both 
Ansuba and Dubub, where we provide supplementary food to malnourished children as 
well as to pregnant and nursing mothers. Quarterly nutrition surveys are being conducted. 
Other activities undertaken by Concern with the Ministry of Health include community 
health education, water and sanitation activities.  
 
In Debub zone, Concern has facilitated an inter-agency approach where UNICEF, CRS 
and Concern along with the Ministry of Health will conduct nutrition surveys that will 
cover the entire zone.  
 
Our assessments have shown strong links between lack of water, poor hygiene practices 
and nutrition. In response, Concern is working with the Ministry of Health in both 
Anseba and Dubub zones in community health education, water and sanitation activities, 
including the construction and renovation of 15 wells.  
 
In addition, Concern is working with the Ministry of Agriculture to purchase 278 MT of 
assorted seed to support 6,200 households to ensure that farmers will have seed for 
planting next season.  
 
Livelihood Security 
In a livelihood assessment carried out for Concern in Anseba, the wealth breakdown 
indicated that the poor and the destitute comprise some 60 –70%. Their land holdings 
ranged from 0.25ha to 1.5 ha, with labour, livestock and capital being the major 
constraints to food security. People’s coping strategies involved reducing frequency of 
meals, using cheaper food types, borrowing and selling livestock to both repay loans as 
well as further augment food supplies.  
 
In Anseba, Concern has been increasing inputs to local water and soil conservation with 
the authorities and communities. They have been operating on a cash for work basis to 
meet a dual purpose of injecting cash into communities to purchase food and other 
essential items and of preventing further loss of assets together with meeting longer-term 
aims of building community infrastructure, safe water supplies, and developing 
watersheds which will help boost agricultural productivity in the longer term.   
 



InterAction Member Activity Report for Ethiopia and Eritrea 
August 2003 

49

Concern has been working in the Qohaito area of Adi Keyih sub-zone and in Senafe sub-
zone. Working on building the capacity of community based organisations, this program 
will work with 20 newly established community associations, focusing primarily on 
women and providing support to local Ministry staff. These programs cover a wide range 
of responses including, seeds and tools distributions, construction of grain mills, 
improved access through upgrading footpaths, bee keeping, credit and saving schemes, 
terracing and tree planting activities. Overall 2,400 families are benefiting. These 
activities are part of a longer-term livelihood security strategy.  
 
HIV/AIDS 
Mainstreaming HIV/AIDS throughout our existing programs is part of Concern Eritrea’s 
strategic plan for 2003. A special focus is being placed on the urban communities while 
also linking into existing livelihood support programs in rural areas.  
 
Funding Sources 
Concern annual 2003 budget for Eritrea is estimated at US$1.5million. Key donors 
include EU, ECHO, Ireland Aid, UNDP and APSO.  
 
Future Plans 
In line with the Government of Eritrea policy that the emergency response should be 
linked to development, Concern will continue long-term programmes in Anseba and 
Debub Zones and build in an emergency response within these programmes.   
 
Concern will continue to address the immediate emergency needs together with 
maintaining a longer-term focus. To this end, immediate cash-for-work activities will be 
undertaken together with nutrition interventions. Water projects will also be prioritized.   
 
Concern will continue to advocate for an adequate food ration for 2003 and will continue 
growth monitoring activities and support to the Ministry of Health to take over such 
activities in the coming year.   
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FOOD FOR THE HUNGRY 
 
US Contact  
Tamara S. Dutch 
Communication & Media Relations Manager 
7729 East Greenway Rd. 
Scottsdale, AZ 85260 
Tel: 480-609-7774 
Fax: 480-609-7771 
Email: tamara.dutch@fh.org  
Website: www.fh.org 

Field Contact 
Please contact main office. 
 
 

 
Introduction to Food for the Hungry International 
Food for the Hungry was founded in 1971 and helps some of the world's most 
disadvantaged people in 30 countries through child-development programs, agriculture 
and clean-water projects, health and nutrition programs, education, micro-enterprise loans 
and disaster relief. 
 
Food for the Hungry International in Ethiopia 
More serious than the drought in the 1980s, Africa’s drought last year has left significant 
damage.  Ethiopia is one of the hardest hit areas, and officials estimate that 13 million 
people could go hungry in the coming months. Many children are underweight, their 
stomachs swelled out and their hands and legs are very thin.  Families are facing the risk 
of famine due to major crop failure caused by short rainfall in 2002.  Food for the Hungry 
is providing much needed assistance in the following ways:   
 

• Providing food rations and seeds 
• Drilling and repairing existing wells and mechanical pumps to help access 

adequate water 
• Decreasing drought and flood vulnerability through strategic projects 
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INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTE OF RURAL RECONSTRUCTION 
 
US Contact  
Felicia Khan, Program Officer 
International Institute of Rural Reconstruction 
333 East 38th Street 
New York, NY 10017 
Tel: 212-880-9140 
Fax: 212-880-9148 
Email: f.khan@iirr-us.org  
Website: www.iirr.org  

Field Contact 
Ethiopia 
Lealem Brehanu 
National Program Coordinator 
PO Box 7931 
Addis Ababa 
Ethiopia 
Tel: (251-1) 664-420 / (251-1) 664-421 
Tel: (251-1) 664-422 
Email: iirr@telecom.net.et  

 
Introduction to International Institute of Rural Reconstruction (IIRR) 
The International Institute of Rural Reconstruction (IIRR) is a rural development 
organization with 80 years experience, working in Africa, Asia and Latin America.  We 
promote people-centered development through capacity building for poor people and 
their communities, development organizations and agencies.   
 

• Through participatory approaches, IIRR builds capacities of communities and 
their organizations, encourages people-centered practices among other 
development organizations, and strengthens linkages between communities and 
their partners.   

• We share our experiences, from working with the communities, with development 
practitioners through training programs and publications.   

• We facilitate the sharing of field-tested knowledge from development 
organizations, which is useful in the fight against poverty.   

 
Our main outputs are training courses and publications on development issues, and 
learning from the work with communities. 
 
International Institute of Rural Reconstruction in Ethiopia 
IIRR is working with development partners, governments and civil society organizations 
to build capacity of the people of Africa to improve their lives. Through training 
programs both in Ethiopia and Kenya, IIRR has trained Ethiopian development managers 
and government officials.  In Kenya, Ethiopia and Uganda, IIRR has established learning 
community programs in the areas of gender equity, food security, micro credit and 
reproductive health. Also, IIRR is working on strengthening capacities of local non-
governmental organizations to enable them to play a more effective role in poverty 
eradication activities. 
 
Gender – Ethiopia, National program 
From the year 2000, IIRR has been working with local partner organizations in Ethiopia 
through the Gender and Leadership Decision-Making (GLDM) project to increase the 
participation of women in decision-making at all levels. The project employs a 
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comprehensive strategy that combines awareness creation through mass media and other 
channels with building the capacity of local partners to mainstream gender in their 
organizations and programs. The project targets policymakers, women leaders at all 
levels through partnerships with local NGOs working directly with communities, schools, 
and amateur theatre groups. Emphasis is put on promoting organizations to 
institutionalize gender in their work and on a cross-sectoral approach to programming. 
 
IIRR also has a program on food security – Micro-enterprise project and family 
planning/healthcare – Learning Our Way Out. 
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INTERNATIONAL MEDICAL CORPS 
 
US Contact  
Rabih Torbay  
Vice President 
International Relief and Development  
International Medical Corps  
1919 Santa Monica Blvd., Suite 300   
Santa Monica, CA 90404-1950 
Tel: (310) 826-7800 
Fax: (310) 442-6622  
Email: rtorbay@imcworldwide.org 
Website: www.imcworldwide.org  

Field Contact 
Ethiopia 
Adam El-Tayeb Musa 
Country Director 
International Medical Corps  
PO Box 2314 
Addis  Ababa, Ethiopia 
Tel: 251-1-728-508 
Email: aeltayeb@imcworldwide.org  
 
Eritrea 
Jane Ohuma 
Country Director 
International Medical Corps  
Street 722, House #3 
Tirra Vollo 
Asmara, Eritrea 
Tel: 291-1-151626 
Fax:  291-1-151628 
E-mail: imctes@eol.com.er  

 
Introduction to International Medical Corps (IMC) 
IMC is a global humanitarian nonprofit organization dedicated to saving lives and 
relieving suffering through health care training and medical relief programs.  Established 
in 1984 by volunteer U.S. doctors and nurses, IMC is a private, nonpolitical, non-
sectarian organization.  Its mission is to improve the quality of life through health 
interventions and related activities that build local capacity in areas worldwide. By 
offering training and health care to local populations and medical assistance to people at 
highest risk, and with the flexibility to respond rapidly to emergency situations, IMC 
rehabilitates devastated heath care systems and helps bring them back to self-reliance. 
 
International Medical Corps in Ethiopia 
International Medical Corps is currently running emergency nutrition and health 
programs in Ethiopia to minimize the effects of the drought on the population in drought-
affected areas. IMC’s programs in the West Hararghe and SNNP regions of Ethiopia 
address both the threat and consequences of famine, particularly for the most vulnerable 
members of the community – children under five, pregnant mothers and those already 
weakened by illness, including HIV/AIDS.  IMC has established supplementary feeding 
centers and therapeutic feeding centers, which provide a carefully managed dietary 
regime, coupled with medical care.  IMC is training local health workers in nutritional 
education and treatment procedures including nutritional early warning systems, has 
established expanded programs of immunization, and improved emergency preparedness 
and response systems. 
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International Medical Corps in Eritrea 
International Medical Corps (IMC) began its programs in Eritrea in July 2000, providing 
assistance to hundreds of thousands of war-affected persons displaced as a result of the 
conflict between Ethiopia and Eritrea.  IMC continues its work in Eritrea in collaboration 
with the Eritrean government’s Ministry of Health, and the Eritrea Relief and 
Rehabilitation Commission, and with various UN agencies, including the UN High 
Commissioner for Refugees.  IMC medical teams provide services to this war-affected 
population via mobile clinics, which provide a range of services including curative care, 
health promotion, an expanded program of immunization (EPI), antenatal care and 
growth monitoring.  IMC also conducts health education campaigns for host and resident 
communities on breastfeeding, maternal health, communicable diseases, respiratory 
infections, EPI, personal hygiene, sanitation, environmental health, tuberculosis, sexually 
transmitted infections (including HIV/AIDS), mine awareness, and malaria. In addition, 
IMC conducts microcredit activities, including the formation of village credit 
communities and credit groups, the selection of loan applications, and the disbursement 
of the first loans to the approved businesses.  
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INTERNATIONAL RESCUE COMMITTEE 
 
US Contact 
Semir Tanovic, Program Manager 
122 East 42nd St, 12th fl 
New York, NY 10168-1289 
Tel: 212-551-3121 
Fax: 212-551-3185 
Email: semir@theirc.org     
Website www.theirc.org   

Field Contact 
Regional Contact - Ethiopia 
Patty Swahn, Regional Director – Horn of 
Africa 
Chaka Place, 3rd Floor 
Left Wing Road 
Nairobi, Kenya 
Tel: 254-2-719-236/237 
E-mail: pattys@theirc.org  
 
Regional Contact  - Eritrea  
Adele Sowinska  
PO Box 10389, 00100 GPO 
Nairobi, Kenya       
Tel: (254 2) 2719241        
Fax: (254 2) 2719341   
Email: adeles@ircsosudan.org      
  
Ethiopia 
Noel Wardick                                                                                                                                
IRC-Ethiopia 
PO Box 107, Code 1110 
Ras Dashen Building, 5th Floor                                                                                                    
Bole Road 
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 
Tel: 251-1-63-04-79 
E-mail: ircethiopia@telecom.net.et  
 
Eritrea 
Contact Person: Darius Radcliffe 
PO Box 5680 
Asmara, Eritrea       
Tel: (291-1) 184335        
Fax: (291-1) 184335    
Email: ircasm@eol.com.er       
 

 
Introduction to International Rescue Committee (IRC) 
Founded in 1933, IRC is a nonsectarian, voluntary organization providing relief, 
protection, and resettlement services for refugees and victims of oppression or violent 
conflict. IRC is committed to freedom, human dignity and self-reliance. This 
commitment is reflected in well-planned, global emergency relief, rehabilitation, 
resettlement assistance, and advocacy for refugees.  In sum, the IRC helps people fleeing 
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racial, religious, and ethnic persecution, as well as those uprooted by war and violence.  
The IRC currently works in twenty-eight countries worldwide. 
 
International Rescue Committee in Ethiopia  
IRC entered Ethiopia in April 2000 in response to water shortages affecting thousands of 
pastoralists in the Somali Region.  Initial programming in Ethiopia included the 
construction of large surface-water collection systems, known as "haffir" dams, in the 
eastern part of the country.  In 2001 and 2002, refugee assistance programs were 
introduced, including water and sanitation, primary education, energy-saving stove 
technology and supporting primary health care assistance for Eritrean Kunama in the 
northern part of Ethiopia.  In 2003, the IRC continued activities for Eritrean refugees and 
began implementing multi-sectoral assistance programs for Sudanese refugees in the 
western Benishangul region, as well as expanding programs in the east to include 
drought-relief in West Hararghe.  IRC-Ethiopia is currently providing services for 5,300 
Eritrean Kunama refugees in the Tigray region of northern Ethiopia, 20,531 Sudanese 
refugees in two separate refugee camps in the Benishangul region, and 245,000 residents 
of Boke and Mieso districts in West Hararghe.   
 
IRC has an administrative support base in Addis Ababa and maintains an operational 
field presence in the towns of Shire and Sheraro in the Tigray region, Asosa and 
Mankush/Guba in the Benishangul region, and Asbe Teferi in the West Hararghe region.  
IRC works in collaboration with donors who have a presence in Ethiopia, as well as 
Ethiopian Government partners such as the Disaster Prevention and Preparedness 
Commission (DPPC), the Administration for Refugees and Returnee Affairs (ARRA), 
line bureaus and local governments. 
 
IRC-Ethiopia is committed to providing services for refugees, collaborating with local 
non-governmental organizations, and providing assistance to drought- and war-affected 
populations with well-planned relief and rehabilitation assistance.  This commitment is 
reflected in programs that strive to serve these needy populations with essential services. 
 
Disaster/Emergency Relief 
The IRC is providing emergency relief in West Hararghe, one of the areas of Ethiopia 
that has been hardest-hit by persistent drought.  IRC is planning to drill five deep 
boreholes in Mieso District and two in Boke District.  IRC is training the zonal Water 
Bureau in water quality testing, enabling the Bureau to continue this process beyond 
IRC’s project period.  IRC will also mobilize villages to dig local refuse pits and build 
2,000 latrines and will increase awareness in the community of how to use and maintain 
them.  Finally, IRC is conducting trainings of trainers for members of Environmental 
Health Management Committees to create a network of community volunteers who will 
train with a Hygiene Promotion and Environmental Sanitation Program (HPESP).  The 
program will directly benefit 39,483 residents of Boke and Mieso districts and indirectly, 
the 244,533 people who live in the surrounding areas. 
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Refugee Assistance 
Tigray Region, Walanihbiy Refugee Camp 
IRC's refugee assistance is focused on approximately 5,300 Eritrean Kunama refugees 
living near the border of Ethiopia and Eritrea in the temporary Walanihbiy refugee camp.  
This group of refugees arrived in Ethiopia two years ago in part as a result of the border 
war with Eritrea.  IRC is focusing on water, sanitation, education, youth programming 
and non-formal education, community services and HIV/AIDS awareness and 
reproductive health activities in the Walanihbiy camp.   
 
The IRC water program focuses on care and maintenance of the existing system as well 
as on-going training for the water committee members.  Sanitation activities include the 
construction of latrines and refuse pits as well as weekly sanitation campaigns and 
workshops on environmental health issues.  The IRC education program provides 
primary education from Kindergarten to Grade 6 for 700 children in the Walanihbiy 
camp.  The students also benefit from IRC’s school- feeding program.  The Youth 
Program provides a safe environment for out-of-school youth and students.  Twelve 
youth leaders conduct daily activities such as football, table tennis, volleyball, drama, 
dance, music, beading, drawing, first-aid and HIV/AIDS.  Special ‘Olympics’ 
celebrations are held quarterly.  IRC-Ethiopia’s community services activities are focused 
on vocational training and small business development.  Over 100 refugees have 
participated in vocational training in palm tree production, textile (design and 
production), embroidery, and printing technology.  Groups involved in the small business 
development program are given small grants to set up businesses ranging from goat 
husbandry to butchery and petty trade.  All of the business groups and many of the 
vocational trainees are participating in IRC’s literacy and numeracy classes.  HIV/AIDS 
and Reproductive Health is a new addition to the IRC program in Walanihbiy.  
HIV/AIDS activities will focus on a knowledge, attitudes, beliefs and practices (KABP) 
survey, awareness-raising and condom distribution.  IRC will also conduct awareness-
raising programs on reproductive health issues. 
 
Benishangul-Gumuz Region, Sherkole Refugee Camp 
IRC-Ethiopia is implementing an assistance program for 16,287 Sudanese refugees living 
in the Sherkole refugee camp near the Sudanese border.  The program focuses on the 
sectors of water supply, community services, education and HIV/AIDS awareness and 
prevention.   
 
Improvement to the water supply includes the design and construction of a new camp 
water system, construction and rehabilitation of hand-dug wells and training of water 
committees for each distribution point in the camp.  Under the community services 
component of the program, IRC is working specifically with vulnerable populations 
within the camp, including increasing community representation of the elderly as well as 
providing material assistance for elderly and disabled refugees who do not have family 
support.  IRC will begin income generation activities for the elderly and disabled in July.  
IRC is working with 150 female heads-of-household to develop small businesses.  Initial 
market assessments together with on-going business training and follow-up visits have 
helped to ensure the success of these small businesses.  IRC is also implementing a 



InterAction Member Activity Report for Ethiopia and Eritrea 
August 2003 

58

family tracing program for unaccompanied minors (UAMs) in Sherkole.  IRC has 
verified the information provided by the UAMs and shared it with an IRC-Ethiopia staff 
member based in Sudan who is currently trying to locate family members.  The education 
program involves the construction of 3 additional classrooms, a series of teacher trainings 
and a camp-wide non-formal education program.  Currently, 319 adults are learning 
English and Math; Arabic classes will begin in August.  The IRC HIV/AIDS program 
provides awareness through workshops, trainings, focus groups, and informal 
discussions.  An Anti-HIV/AIDS youth group is working with IRC to help promote 
awareness and prevention measures through drama skits, songs and poetry.  Condoms are 
distributed and video presentations are held regularly at the IRC compound.   
 
Benishangul-Gumuz Region, Yarenja Refugee Camp 
IRC-Ethiopia’s refugee assistance in Yarenja focuses on 4,245 Sudanese refugees living 
on the border of Sudan and Ethiopia.  The Yarenja refugee camp was established in 2001, 
accommodating refugees gathered by the Sudanese border, near the town of Bambudie.  
IRC is currently improving the water supply system to the refugees through the 
construction of a river catchment system.  An HIV/AIDS awareness and prevention 
program starting in August will include workshops, trainings, focus groups, informal 
discussions, youth club and condom distribution. 
 
International Rescue Committee in Eritrea and Eastern Sudan  
IRC in Eritrea was originally set-up as a support office for operations in Northeastern 
Sudan. Since then it has evolved with its own independent programs. The strategic focus 
of IRC Eritrea is to maintain a presence in Eritrea and respond to the continuous 
humanitarian concerns plaguing the Eritrean people through emergency aid and a longer-
term commitment to sustainable development. The strategic focus of IRC in Northeastern 
Sudan is to work in underserved (and difficult to access) opposition controlled areas and 
to meet relief needs while at the same time building the capacity of communities and 
counterparts.  IRC works extensively with local counterparts, relevant government 
ministries, LNGOs and other INGOs to carry out its activities. 
 
IRC has programs in Eritrea and Northeastern Sudan. Programs in Eritrea are located in 
the regions of Gash Barka and Debub in towns known as Tessenei and Mendefera, 
respectively. In addition, IRC works throughout the opposition controlled area within 
Northeastern Sudan known as the National Democratic Alliance (NDA). All three field 
offices are supported by an IRC base of operations in the capital city of Eritrea, Asmara. 
 
Based on a one year period, IRC runs an approximately $490,000 program in Eritrea and 
$550,000 in Eastern Sudan with a combined total of over 150,000 beneficiaries.  It also 
receives funding from OFDA, USAID and Stichting Vluchteling. 
 
Health Education, Water Supply, Sanitation and Livelihood Program  
Debub Region 
Sufficient water supply and access to potable water is a serious problem in almost all of 
Eritrea. With USAID funding, IRC’s interventions within Debub will look beyond the 
critical need for water and focus on longer-term sustainable development. Water systems 
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will be linked with micro-irrigation systems for the development of small vegetable 
gardens. Small-scale agriculture will provide the link to longer-term development and 
improve the health and economic well being of the people. 56,000 people located in eight 
villages are expected to benefit. The ultimate goal is to assist targeted drought and war 
affected communities to improve their health status and livelihood by providing safe and 
adequate water supply, proper sanitation and micro-irrigation in a sustainable manner. 
Developing existing local capacity will be a key factor over the two-year grant period 
financed by USAID.  
 
Emergency Seed Provision Program 
Gash Barka Region in Eritrea 
IRC is focusing on the short-term emergency needs of Eritrean farmers in Gash Barka. 
As a result of the continuous drought prevailing in Eritrea, food grain production in the 
country was estimated to be reduced to a mere 70,000 metric tons, only 15% of what was 
targeted during the year. Due to this severe shortage of food grains it is anticipated that 
farmers will not be in a position to save appropriate amounts of seed for their next 
planting season. In addition, the effects of the drought are beyond the capacity of the 
government to respond adequately. 
  
IRC’s goal is to assist returnee and host population farmers in the Gash Barka region to 
combat the effects of drought through the emergency provision of seed. The project will 
ensure the localized collection and distribution of approximately 150 metric tons of seed 
to farmers residing in seven villages with high returnee populations that are struggling to 
cope with the current drought. IRC/Eritrea will coordinate its activities with International 
Organizations (including UNHCR) working in the region, Ministry of Agriculture, 
Village Administration and Local Government.  The program is expected to benefit 
10,434 returnees and host community farmers located in seven villages.  It is financed by 
a seven month grant from STICHTING VLUCHTELING. 
 
Primary Health Care Program  
Northeastern Sudan under the stable joint control of the National Democratic Alliance 
(NDA) 
The Primary Health Care Program's main objectives are to increase targeted populations 
access to sustainable relief services and strengthen capacities to improve the quality of 
life. The NE Sudan Health Program will continue to focus its approach on offering 
Primary Health Care services to the target population on empowering and supporting 
community initiative and management of the health infrastructure and services. IRC will 
operate through the provincial health coordination department who will continue to be 
supported and activities will be designed and implemented closely with the local 
communities. There is a critical need for health education, immunizations, hygiene and 
sanitation, and maternal and child health services. Mortality rates for women and children 
are extremely high. A staggering 40% of deaths among women are due to childbirth. The 
mortality rate for children under five is 9.7/1000 per month. 
 
Key areas of focus are on the establishment/support of Primary Health Care units and 
Centers, staff training/development, the establishment of mobile health teams, provision 
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of EPI services and support to counterpart health coordination activities. Currently, IRC 
supports nine PHCUs and one PHCC within the NDA controlled area of Northeastern 
Sudan with drugs and technical assistance. An allotment of drugs was recently donated to 
IRC. A mobile health team is providing regular services to harder to reach locations as 
well as administering vaccinations for women and children. In addition, IRC has begun 
Traditional Birth Attendant (TBA) trainings as well as follow up trainings for 
Community Health Workers (CHWs), EPI Vaccinators and Health Committee members. 
 
The program serves approximately 25-40,000 accessible populations within 
approximately 10,000 square kilometers area and is financed by the OFDA.  
 
Social Organization and Rehabilitation (SOAR) 
Northeastern Sudan under the stable joint control of the National Democratic Alliance 
(NDA) 
IRC's main objective is to provide technical support and grants to local social service 
implementing organizations, including an emergent social service administration (SSA) 
for the NDA area. Through assistance and conditionality this is expected to lead to the 
development of a SSA that is capable of administering a social services block grants in a 
way that is recognized, responsive to the wishes, and accountable to the resident 
population area, besides making an objective contribution to its welfare and development. 
This is expected to foster participatory democracy and good governance practices, while 
helping meet acute social service and recovery needs.  
 
Interventions to date have included non-formal education by video, training of Para-Vets, 
supplementary items for Health Program, support to Provincial Commissioner, basic 
supplies for schools, emergency shelter, water point and vegetable garden, girl’s school, 
conference on Relief and Development in NDA held areas and vet vaccination campaign. 
 
IRC is making major advancements in the implementation of education and veterinary 
programs in Eastern Sudan through the SOAR program. These two programs have by far 
received the greatest commitment from villages and the local administration. It is also 
presumed that this will be the cornerstone of future funding by USAID.  SOAR serves 
approximately between 40 – 100,000 residents.  
 
Special Concerns 
In all of IRC’s programs in Eritrea and NE Sudan, there is a strong emphasis on the 
security and safety of employees. In the context of Eritrea, the areas IRC operates do not 
have major security risks with the exception of the presence of landmines in some of the 
adjacent villages in program areas and in temporary security zones. Coordination with the 
government authorities, local administration and follow up of security protocol will be 
highly exercised throughout the time of program implementation. Operational areas 
within Northeastern Sudan are much more precarious. The region is a war zone and 
subject to the effects of recently planted landmines, aerial bombardment, checkpoints and 
a large population of military personnel. The situation can change overnight calling for 
continuous and rigorous monitoring. Additionally, the terrain is difficult to traverse and 
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essential supplies have to be taken by road regularly. IRC strictly adheres to its security 
policies in the region to minimize any potential risks 
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JESUIT REFUGEE SERVICE  
 
US Contact 
Armando Borja 
1616 P Street NW Suite 300 
Washington, DC 20036 
Tel: 202-462-0400 
E-mail: aborja@jesuit.org  
Website: www.JesRef.org  

Field Contact 
Br. Stephen Power, SJ, 
Country Director 
Ethiopia Country Office 
PO Box 12474 
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 
Tel: 251 1 162 234 
Fax   251 1 654 830 
E-mail: Ethiopia@jrs.net  

 
Introduction to Jesuit Refugee Services  (JRS)      
JRS is an international Catholic organization, at work in more than 40 countries, which 
has a mission to accompany, serve and defend the rights of refugees and displaced 
people. Set up by the Society of Jesus (Jesuits) in 1980, JRS is a worldwide network of 
associates and institutions of this Catholic religious order. It serves refugees, offering 
them practical and spiritual support, according to their humanitarian needs, regardless of 
their beliefs. 
 
Jesuit Refugee Services in Ethiopia 
JRS projects in Ethiopia provide various forms of assistance to urban displaced asylum 
seekers and refugees.  They assist in the rehabilitation of Ethiopian origin displaced 
families from Eritrea, proving support, practical skills and assistance to help them 
relocate in the Kaliti camp.  They also establish community centers where refugees come 
for counseling, sports, videos, language classes and computer lessons.  In addition, JRS 
also does parish outreach that provides medical, educational, counseling and financial 
support to urban refugees.  These programs serve 5,000 students, and 400 teachers 
(training provided) and are administered in cooperation with UNHCR and various 
Church Outreach Programs. 
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LATTER DAY SAINTS CHARITIES 
 
US Contact 
Garry R. Flake 
50 East North Temple 
Salt Lake City Utah 84150 
Tel: 801-240-3022 
Fax 801-240-1964 
E-mail FlakeGR@ldschurch.org  

Field Contact 
Please contact Utah office.  

 
Introduction to Latter Day Saints Charities     
Latter-day Saint Charities (LDSC), a private voluntary organization sponsored by The 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, provides life-sustaining resources in 
emergencies, helps families become self-reliant, and offers opportunities for giving and 
service to people of all faiths and nationalities. 
 
Latter Day Saints Charities in Ethiopia 
Latter-day Saint Charities is providing over 5,000 tons of supplemental feeding formula 
to tens of thousands of children under 5 years of age and pregnant and lactating mothers 
who are the most vulnerable to the severe drought situation in Ethiopia.  This is being 
provided through two partnering organizations, Catholic Relief Services and Project 
Mercy in close coordination with the government of Ethiopia.  The value of this 
initiative, which is derived from donations to Latter-day Saint Charities, is nearly $3 
million dollars.  
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LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF 
 
US Contact 
Hugh Ivory 
Humanitarian Response Manager for Africa 
Lutheran World Relief 
700 Light St. 
Baltimore, MD 21230  
Phone: 410-230-2820 
Email: hivory@lwr.org   
Website: www.lwr.org  
 
Media Contact: 
Jonathan Frerichs 
Communication Director 
Lutheran World Relief 
700 Light St. 
Baltimore, MD 21230  
Phone: 410-230-2802 
Email: jfrerichs@lwr.org  
Website: www.lwr.org  

Field Contact 
Please contact the Baltimore office 

 
Introduction to Lutheran World Relief (LWR) 
LWR works with partners in 50 countries to help people grow food, improve health, 
strengthen communities, end conflict, build livelihoods, and recover from disasters. In 
emergencies, LWR responds with local partners overseas and with the Action by 
Churches Together (ACT) alliance. As a good steward of its resources, LWR supports 
partners that 1) have experience working in the region and addressing specific needs of 
affected communities, 2) provide assistance to the most vulnerable populations regardless 
of race, religion, gender, creed or political affiliation, and 3) evaluate and report on their 
work with accountability 4) strive to integrate relief and development work, and 5) work 
with communities to decrease their vulnerability to disasters. 
 
Lutheran World Relief in Ethiopia  
Drought Relief 
LWR-supported projects are providing grains, high protein foods, and oil to some 
300,000 people.  Special attention is being given to vulnerable groups such as female-
headed families. In return for food distribution, able-bodied beneficiaries are working on 
selected public works projects, including tree planting, farmland preparation, construction 
of wells and trenches for potable water, and maintenance of roads.   
 
To assist with livelihood recovery and crop production, seeds and tools are being 
distributed to 23,000 families and 900 women are receiving goats. A recently completed 
LWR irrigation project is assuring food crops and income in one North Shoa valley, in 
marked contrast to surrounding, drought-affected areas.  
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All relief efforts are being coordinated with the Joint Relief Partnership, an ecumenical 
consortium of three Ethiopian churches and two church-related international agencies.   
 
Food Security 
LWR is supporting the establishment of income-generating activities like agro-forestry, 
small trade, poultry rearing, bio- intensive farming, and beekeeping to increase the 
capacity of 14,500 people to buy food, enroll their children in schools, and have access to 
other vital services. LWR programs are also supporting community self-help groups, like 
the beekeepers association and grain banking and marketing cooperatives, to better 
manage their own activities. Environmental conservation measures including terracing, 
tree-planting, and awareness-building activities will also help to reduce soil erosion and 
improve crop production. 
 
HIV/AIDS Prevention 
LWR is helping to reduce new transmissions of HIV/STDs through the promotion of 
prevention methods and behavior change communication.  These efforts will also reduce 
the number of children orphaned by HIV/AIDS. LWR is also working to document best 
practices in HIV/AIDS prevention and care in East African count ries, including Ethiopia.  
 
Lutheran World Relief in Eritrea  
Landmine Awareness 
In 1996-1997, LWR organized a petition calling for an end to the use of landmines 
worldwide, and more than 100,000 Lutherans responded.  Today, LWR continues to 
advocate for the mine ban treaty through its public policy office. LWR has also supported 
partners in landmine removal and awareness projects for communities at risk in Eritrea as 
well as in other landmine-affected countries.  
 
Drought Relief 
In response to the severe drought in Eritrea, LWR is supporting the distribution of food to 
122,000 people in the Maekel (central) zone.  More than 4000 metric tons of wheat, 
lentils, vegetable oil, and sorghum are being distributed at this time. 
 
 

.              
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MERCY CORPS 
 
US Contact 
Nicole Demestihas 
3015 SW First Avenue 
Portland, OR 97201 
Tel: 503.796.6800 ext.260 
E-mail: ndemestihas@mercycorps.org  
Website: www.mercycorps.org  

Field Contact 
Craig Redmond, Country Director Eritrea 
Street Debre Tabour 
House #20, Asmara, Eritrea 
Tel: 2911.20.28.96 
E-mail: mrcycrps@eol.com.er  

 
Introduction to Mercy Corps  
Mercy Corps exists to alleviate suffering, poverty and oppression by helping people build 
secure, productive and just communities.  Since 1979, Mercy Corps has provided over 
$710 million in assistance to people in 76 nations.  The agency's programs currently 
reach over 5 million people in more than 30 countries, including the United States. More 
than 92% of the agency's resources are allocated to programs that directly assist those in 
need. Worth magazine has named Mercy Corps one of "America's 100 Best Charities" for 
the second consecutive year. 
 
Mercy Corps in Eritrea  
One of the first organizations to respond to Eritrea's appeal for drought assistance, Mercy 
Corps is distributing emergency food supplies to 150,000 drought-affected people in the 
hardest-hit regions of Eritrea.  Mercy Corps also operates a school- feeding program that 
provides locally produced, high energy biscuits to 60,000 students every day.  Along with 
the biscuits,  Mercy Corps has mobilized community groups using donkeys and storage 
tanks to provide water to remote schools.  As drought conditions persist, Mercy Corps 
continues to explore sustainable, low-tech water distribution systems for rural households 
as well as expanding the breadth of current food and biscuit distribution. 
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OXFAM AMERICA 
 
US Contact 
Nathaniel Raymond 
Oxfam America 
26 West Street 
Boston, MA 02111 
Tel: 617-728-2481 
E-mail: nraymond@oxfamamerica.org    
Website: www.oxfamamerica.org  

Field Contact 
Abera Tola 
222 TDS Building K17 W17 
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 
Tel: 251 1 62 42 82 
Fax: 251 1 61 55 78 
 

 
Introduction to Oxfam America 
Oxfam America is dedicated to finding long-term solutions to poverty, hunger, and social 
injustice around the world. We work to eliminate the root causes of social and economic 
inequities by challenging the structural barriers that foster conflict and human suffering 
and limit people from gaining the skills, resources, and power to become self-sufficient. 
 
Oxfam America in Ethiopia 
Oxfam America has been working with communities in the Horn of Africa since the 1984 
famine and is currently collaborating with partners and other Oxfams in the region on 
multiple programs that link emergency relief strategies to long-term development issues. 
Examples of projects that address both immediate and long-range problems facing 
Ethiopia include Oxfam's conflict-prevention programs in the Afar and Somali regions; 
empowerment and capacity-building work with the Oromiya Coffee cooperative in 
response to the coffee crisis; and integrated irrigation and micro-credit programs that 
improve the lives of small farmers. Oxfam America, through its diverse group of local 
partners, is involved in distributing food aid to the most vulnerable segments of 
Ethiopia's population: the elderly, pregnant women, lactating mothers, and children. 
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PACT, INC.  
 
US Contact 
Sarina Prabasi 
Pact, Inc. 
1200 18th Street, NW 
Suite 350 
Washington DC  20036 
Tel: 202-466-5666 
E-mail: sprabasi@pacthq.org  
Website: www.pactworld.org  

Field Contact 
Leslie Mitchell 
Country Representative  
Pact Ethiopia 
PO Box 13180 
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 
Tel: 2511 615 963 
 

 
Introduction to Pact 
Since 1971 Pact has been working globally to strengthen the capacity of local 
organizations and leaders to meet community needs.  Pact’s work is firmly rooted in the 
belief that when local communities drive their own advancement, income levels increase, 
education and health care improve, and democratic institutions take hold. Pact’s 
initiatives grow out of grassroots participation and enterprise that help communities to 
combat HIV/AIDS, protect the environment, operate village banks, resolve conflicts, 
enhance food security, empower women, and strengthen human rights and democratic 
participation. 
 
Pact in Ethiopia 
Pact began working in Ethiopia in 1995 under a grant from USAID to strengthen the 
NGO sector. At this time a few notable national NGOs existed but the NGO sector as a 
whole was small, disorganized and marginal to the country’s vast developmental 
challenges. The sector enjoyed scant recognition from the new government and was 
viewed as an object of suspicion by the nation’s media and the public at large. 
International donors had virtua lly no engagement with local NGOs doing development 
work.  
 
Since, working with over 80 NGOs, Pact has seen the sector grow in maturity and begin 
to play a significant role as a partner with the national government in helping to develop 
the country’s social and economic resources. NGOs now spearhead efforts in food 
security, conflict resolution, HIV/AIDS prevention, community schools, orphans and 
vulnerable children, and election monitoring, among others. The sector’s leadership has 
also been recognized by the World Bank, which invited NGOs for the first time ever to 
participate in the design of the bank’s poverty reduction strategy process.  
 
In 1999 Pact received funding from the David and Lucile Packard Foundation to address 
reproductive health challenges facing youth in the rural areas of the Amhara and Oromia 
regions of central Ethiopia. Under this project Pact is providing 15 NGOs with capacity 
building, mentoring and grants to increase their effectiveness and expand the reach of 
their services.  
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Pact’s program again expanded in September 2001 when Pact, in partnership with 
Vietnam Veterans of America Foundation (VVAF) began implementing the Ethiopia 
Physical Rehabilitation and Support Services Program—a model technical program based 
in Ethiopia that draws upon VVAF’s service delivery skills in physical rehabilitation and 
Pact’s experience in developing the capacity of local leadership to enable the creation of 
more sustainable solutions for and with the disabled.  
 
Currently Pact works with 85 local NGO partners, focusing on five sectors: health; 
disadvantaged youth; rural development and food security; education; and democratic 
practices. 
 
Important synergies are created and tapped from Pact’s ongoing work under these 
projects, its track record with local institutions, and its investments in productive 
infrastructure, including the NGO Development Resource Center (DRC) located in Addis 
Ababa. The DRC houses important development materials, electronic resources 
(including Internet), computers and training in the use of software and Internet. The 
center also holds training sessions in areas such as team building, media and 
communications, newsletter development, and participatory performance appraisal. New 
areas of training are developed on an on-going basis.  
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PATHFINDER INTERNATIONAL 
 
US Contact 
Jodi Ansel 
Senior Program Officer 
Pathfinder International 
9 Galen St. Suite 217  
Watertown, MA 02472 
Tel: 617 924-7200 
Fax: 617-924-3833  
Email: jansel@pathfind.org   
Website: www.pathfind.org  

Field Contact 
Tilahun Giday 
Country Representative 
Pathfinder International 
PO Box 12655 
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 
Tel: 251 1 613330 
Fax: 251 1 614209 
Email: tgiday@pathfind.org  

 
Introduction to Pathfinder International 
Pathfinder International provides women, men, and adolescents throughout the 
developing world with access to quality family planning and reproductive health 
information and services. Pathfinder works to halt the spread of HIV/AIDS, to provide 
care to women suffering from the complications of unsafe abortion, and to advocate for 
sound reproductive health policies in the U.S. and abroad. 
 
Pathfinder International in Ethiopia 
Pathfinder works on the health of families at the rural level in three focus regions. Our 
efforts will focus particularly on integrating maternal and child health services into 
ongoing Community Based Reproductive Health (CBRH) efforts in the following ways: 

§ Strengthen integration of maternal and child health services into Family 
Planning/Reproductive Health subprojects. 

§ Expand the capacity and improve the quality of antenatal care, safe 
delivery, and postnatal care. 

§ Promote IEC/BCC efforts within the community settings. 

§ Participate in advocacy efforts to improve environment for maternal and 
neonatal programs. 

Pathfinder International activities are directed in sectors of education/training; gender 
issues/women in development; health care; post-abortion care; and HIV/AIDS.  
 
Projects 
In September 2002, Pathfinder began implementation of its newly awarded five-year, $21 
million agreement from USAID to support family planning and reproductive health 
activities in three focus regions of Ethiopia, with a primary emphasis on providing 
integrated services through traditional and alternative service delivery mechanisms, 
including community-based methods.  To date, Pathfinder has awarded sub-grants to 15 
local implementing partners, hired additional staff, and supported a technical assistance 
visit to strengthen its MIS related to HIV/AIDS. The Packard funded project, 
Comprehensive Reproductive Health Program in Ethiopia, complements these activities 
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through the private franchise initiative whose main objective is to improve RH services in 
the private sector. In addition, Packard has awarded Pathfinder a five-year proposal to 
address gender issues that impinge on family planning and reproductive health rights of 
women. Specifically, Pathfinder will support a coalition of Ethiopian women’s 
associations in the focus regions of Packard-funded programs.  These activities dovetail 
with Pathfinder’s USAID-funded program, which has a prominent gender-equality 
component. 
 
Pathfinder’s projects will improve health services primarily in the  three USAID focus 
regions (Amhara, Oromiya, and the Southern Nations, Nationalities and Peoples Region 
(SNNPR), where close to 85% of the population lives. Its emphasis is on providing 
integrated services through traditional and alternative service-delivery mechanisms, 
including community-based approaches. Pathfinder works with 17 local implementing 
partners, government and sister agencies. 
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SAVE THE CHILDREN USA 
 
US Contact 
David Neff, Africa Operations Director  
Sharon Hauser, Africa Field Support Specialist 
Save the Children Federation Inc. 
54 Wilton Road 
Westport, CT. 06880 
Tel: 203-221-4000 
Website: www.savethechildren.org  

Field Contacts 
Adam Keehn, Field Office Director  
Dennis Walto, Deputy Field Office Director 
Save the Children USA 
Ethiopia Field Office   
PO Box 387 
Woreda 23, Kebele 13 
Between Nur Salaam College and Besret 
Gebriel Church 
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 
Tel: 251-1-72-84-55 
Fax (011) 251-1-72-80-45 

 
Introduction to Save the Children USA   
Save the Children’s overall mission is to create a positive and lasting change in the lives 
of children in need.  
 
Save the Children USA in Ethiopia  
In Eritrea and Ethiopia, SAVE US aims to broaden opportunities for a secure and 
sustainable livelihood for disadvantaged communities with particular emphasis on 
women and children.   
 
The 2002 total beneficiary count for Save the Children’s Ethiopia Field Office is 
approximately 1,112,895 people (563,298 direct and 549,597 indirect).  The field office 
operates on a budget of approximately: $12,008,706.00 
 
Emergency Drought Response 
Somali and Oromiya Region 
This program focuses on addressing the acute needs of those affected by the drought 
while reinforcing longer-term development programs already in place.  The program 
includes delivery of emergency food rations, water tankering, human and animal drugs 
and the enhancement of monitoring and early warning systems.  Other activities under 
this program include the standardization of nutritional survey implementation, support to 
emergency measles and vitamin A campaigns and the management of Rapid Response 
Teams to intervene in the nutritional “hot spots” identified in the surveys.  OFDA is 
providing non-food assistance that is addressing health and nutrition, emergency and 
long-term provision of water as well as improved livestock and agricultural services and 
equipment.  Some of these activities are implemented in collaboration with SC/UK as 
well as JEOP members, which include: CARE, CRS, FHI, WVI, Africare and REST.  
The Gates Foundation, USAID, OFDA and private donations fund it  
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HIV/AIDS High Risk Corridor Initiative (HRCI) Addis Ababa  
Djibouti transport Corridor 
The HRCI program includes a comprehensive prevention, care & support and mitigation 
framework that is cited for innovative leadership in working with the national HIV/AIDS 
Prevention Council (HAPCO).  The program targets behavior change of high-risk groups 
and assists individuals affected or infected by HIV/AIDS in positive living practices.  
This program is implemented directly by Save the Children and in cooperation with other 
local and international NGOs and funded by USAID.  
 
Supporting Communities through Partnership for Education (BESO-SCOPE) Oromiya, 
Somali, Afar and Gambella Regions 
In partnership with CARE and Creative Associates, BESO-SCOPE seeks to develop, 
deliver and evaluate a comprehensive education program that builds the capacity of 
schools, communities and local governments in identifying, partnering in and effectively 
addressing the barriers to improved access, quality and equity in primary education.  The 
program pays special attention to disadvantaged children and incorporated issues of 
importance to Ethiopian communities.  An emergency education component has been 
added to support children worst affected by the drought through school feeding and other 
short-term interventions. 
 
Adolescent Reproductive Health (ARH) 
Addis Ababa, Woliso and Jimma  
The ARH program is implemented in collaboration with youth, other NGOs and the 
Government of Ethiopia and is funded by the Packard Foundation/Hewlett Foundation 
and USAID.  The activities under this program include organization of 28 ARH clubs 
with 1,700 members, training 126 teachers and health professionals as master trainers, 
reviewing and making recommendations on high school curricula as well as facilitating 
the allocation of financial resources from the Education Bureau to support ARH activities 
pioneered by Save the Children.  ARH activities have recently expanded to elementary 
schools, where the school-based approach is replicated and a community-based approach 
is piloted.  Under this project, Save the Children and Tulane University will conduct an 
operations research study testing the effectiveness of multi-component, community based 
interventions for improving out-of-school youth’s reproductive health in hopes of 
identifying a minimum intervention package that will contribute to effective program 
design and implementation. 
 
Partner for Innovations in Education (PIE)  
Central and Southern Ethiopia 
The are several activities that fall under the PIE project all of which focus on improving 
access to and quality of primary education models.  All PIE programs focus on building 
local capacity to manage and sustain community schools whilst using flexib le school 
calendars, satellite schools, and other innovative methods to increase utilization and 
participation of hard-to-reach groups.  Banyan Tree Foundation, Lurie Foundation and 
USAID fund this program. 
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Saving Newborn Lives 
Nationally 
The focus of the SNL program is to coordinate massive community mobilization and 
media efforts to increase the coverage of the maternal/neonatal tetanus vaccination 
campaign, to spearhead advocacy on a national level to bring newborn health policy to 
the forefront of the Ministry of Health agenda, and to coordinate the formation of a 
working group for newborn policy advancement in Ethiopia.  The Gates Foundation 
funds it. 
 
DA/DAP Pastoralist Livelihood Initiative (PLI) 
Filtu, Somali Region and Liben, Oromiya Region 
The objective of this program is to address the long-term development needs as well as 
the chronic food insecurity of targeted pastoralist communities.  Throughout the program 
area both pastoralist and agro-pastoralist households benefit from several integrated 
activities addressing the range of issues that affect them such as health, nutrition, water 
resource development, range management and diversification of assets and income 
sources.  Save the Children partners with Pastoralist Concern Association of Ethiopia in 
the Filtu area and receives funding from FFP and USAID.  
 
Southern Tier Initiative (STI) – Livelihood Enhancement for Agro-Pastoralist and 
Pastoralists (LEAP) 
Liben and Afder, Somali Region and Borena, Oromiya Region 
STI/LEAP develops, delivers and manages an integrated multi-sectoral program that 
builds the capacity of pastoralist and agro-pastoralist communities and the local 
government to collaborate in identifying and effectively implementing ways to improve 
their quality of life.  This is done in partnership with CARE and ACDI/VOCA through 
promotion of income generation opportunities in local markets, community-based animal 
health services, quality primary health care services, adoption of HIV/AIDS prevention, 
family planning and safe motherhood practices and finally alternative basic education 
initiatives that are supported by community participation in management and oversight.  
It is financed by USAID.  
 
Protection & Support of Refugee Children at Risk 
Jigjiga Refugee Camps, Somali Region 
This program focuses on the identification and support of children that are made 
vulnerable by work activities conducted outside the home.  This is done through at-risk 
child tracing and family/community-based child-protection programs.  In addition, Social 
Mobilization and Capacity Building activities aim to develop and strengthen refugees in 
their capacity to organize, develop, implement and manage social mobilization programs 
providing the necessary skills for re-settlement and re- integration into their country of 
origin.  It is funded by UNHCR and PRM. 
 
Child Survival 17 
Liben, Oromiya Region 
This program, funded by USAID, focuses on enhancing essential services for maternal 
and child survival in order to reduce malnutrition in children under five and to reduce 
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maternal mortality.  The program works to build the capacity of the District Health Office 
in addressing the health needs of mothers and children and to improve maternal child 
health practices at the household level.  It also seeks to encourage the adoption of 
innovative CS-17 approaches by the MOH and other organizations. 
 
Community-based Schools and School Health & Nutrition 
Wolisso, Oromiya Region 
The objective of the Community-based Schools program is to provide children with 
increased access to quality primary education though the establishment of community-
based non-formal schools. The School Health & Nutrition program activities include 
school construction, improving school environment (latrines, sport fields, water points) 
and delivery of a relevant health package for individual health problems among students. 
 
Special Concerns 
Ethiopia remains a relatively politically stable and secure country, especially when 
compared to neighboring countries.  There were reports of bombings that took place in 
Addis Ababa, Jigjiga and Moyale that were attributed to internal political/ethnic rivals of 
the government.  The government of Ethiopia has declared itself a strong ally of the US 
in the “war against terrorism,” and is therefore receiving significant levels of support in 
the US’ interest of ensuring a stable terrorist free Ethiopia. 
 
Despite the relative political stability, Ethiopia is not an easy operating environment for 
international NGOs.  The government is extremely bureaucratic and there are multiple 
levels of approval for most activities. 
 
Another issue faced by international NGOs is the recent legislation passed that would 
impose a 35% income tax on expatriates working in Ethiopia whether they are paid 
overseas or in Ethiopia.   
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TRICKLE UP  
 
US Contact 
Marinke van Riet 
Program Officer for Africa 
Trickle Up Program 
104 W. 27th St., 12th Floor  
New York, NY 10001 
Tel: 212-255-9980 
Email: Africa@trickleup.org  
Website: www.trickleup.org  

Field Contact 
Please contact New York office. 

 
Introduction to Trickle Up 
Founded in 1979, the Trickle Up Program is an international nonprofit organization 
dedicated to alleviating poverty through micro-enterprise development. The mission of 
Trickle Up is to help the lowest income people worldwide take the first step out of 
poverty, by providing conditional seed capital and business training essential to the 
launch of a micro-enterprise. This proven social and economic empowerment model is 
implemented in partnership with local Coordinating Partner Agencies.  
 
Trickle Up believes in people and their capacity to make a difference. We empower the 
world’s poorest people to develop their potential and strengthen their communities. We 
pursue this goal in a way that encourages innovation and leadership, maximizes 
resources, and promotes communication and cooperation among all Trickle Up 
constituencies.  
 
Since it was founded, Trickle Up has helped build more than 115,000 businesses 
benefiting a half-million people in 120 countries.  It currently operates in 26 countries in 
Africa, Asia, the Americas, and in the U.S.  Field-based partners, mainly 
nongovernmental organizations, which serve poor communities with development 
programs, deliver Trickle Up’s program of business training and seed capital, in the form 
of $100 grants.  These partner agencies select the poorest entrepreneurs for Trickle Up, 
using a customized poverty assessment tool. 
 
Trickle Up in Ethiopia 
Since education for young people is such a big challenge in Ethiopia, Trickle Up’s 
partner NGOs offer non-formal education for youth while providing their parents with 
Trickle Up grants to generate income for their children and families. Trickle Up’s main 
partner, the Forum on Street Children Ethiopia has been doing this since 1994 in Addis 
Ababa, Nazareth and surrounding areas. More recently, Trickle Up also expanded its 
activities with five new partners: Handicap National, which works with children with 
disabilities; Multi-Purpose Community Development, offering integrated development 
programs, Rift Valley Children and Development Association, Sike, and Child Aid 
Ethiopia.  
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Trickle Up works in Addis Ababa, Bahir Dar, Dessie, Diredawa, Nazareth and rural areas 
of the Rift Valley and from 2001 to 2003 helped start 305 businesses. 
 
Group Savings 
As in many African countries, Ethiopia has a strong tradition of group savings. People, 
especially women, regularly contribute to a “iqub, baltina, and/or idir” all traditional 
forms of rotational savings and credit schemes. All Trickle Up partners in Ethiopia have 
adopted a strategy of using Trickle Up to help people capitalize on these savings schemes 
with their clients.  The profits from the Trickle Up businesses allow these clients to 
initiate participation in the savings and credit program. 
 
Cooperative Efforts with other local, international, or governmental agencies 
Forum on Street Children Ethiopia (FSCE) has proven to be an invaluable partner in 
Ethiopia.  On both an individual and organizational level, FSCE is very well connected to 
many NGOs throughout Ethiopia and spearheads a lot of joint committees on children’s 
issues such as the National Steering Committee against Sexual Abuse and Exploitation of 
Children. With projects in Addis, Nazareth, Diredawa, Dessie, and Bahir Dar, they are 
making inroads into many cities where their services are needed.  Through non-formal 
education, community awareness, child protection programs, and the implementation of 
Trickle Up, FSCE uses a multi- faceted approach that helps to keep children off the street 
and promotes the betterment of the whole family.  

 
Sike is an indigenous NGO founded in 1998.  Sike’s mission is to uplift the standards of 
living for women and empower them economically, politically, and legally through 
vocational skill training and income-generating activities. To this end, they have 
established a number of community-based activities such as a day-care center built by 
voluntary contributions, and a horticulture project. Trickle Up clients are chosen from 
among the people who work part-time in the garden and have their children in the day-
care center. All Trickle Up entrepreneurs receive a ten-day business training with tools 
developed by OXFAM. The entrepreneurs conduct a thorough feasibility study on 
business viability and develop marketing and advertising strategies.   

 
The Rift Valley Children and Women Development Association (RCWDA) is a large 
organization focusing on rural areas in the Rift Valley such as Bale.  All of RCWDA’s 
projects are sensitive to local practices and culture; they are even reviving some cultural 
practices in the villages. All of their projects are in the rural areas where people have 
experienced acute food shortages, lack of educational resources, and no access to health 
clinics. RCWDA works in five main areas: Food security, Non-formal education, Health, 
Gender and Savings and credit groups. To date Trickle Up is integrated into RCWDA’s 
food security program in one small village and after receiving the Trickle Up grant, the 
entrepreneurs, selected and trained by RCWDA, are linked to the organization’s savings 
and credit program.  

 
Handicap National (HN) targets families who have few resources and who have children 
with disabilities in an impoverished area in Addis Ababa.  Most of the families had 
previously "hidden" handicapped children and thus these children were not receiving 
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essential interventions such as physiotherapy or education. HN works to provide 
comprehensive community-based rehabilitation services to these children and their 
families. Trickle Up is assisting the parents of these children to earn income from 
entrepreneurship.  

 
Children Aid Ethiopia (CHAD-ET) works with children in difficult circumstances in the 
merkato area of Addis Ababa.  Their focus is on children exposed to sexual exploitation 
and to HIV/AIDS.  Trickle Up works with Children Aid Ethiopia to identify families with 
children who are at risk in the hope that a micro-enterprise will provide these families 
with a means to send children to school instead of having them work at home or on the 
street. 

 
Multi-Purpose Development Project (MCDP) works in the slums of Addis Ababa, in the 
hardest to serve kebeles around the bus terminal and merkato areas.  MCDP has savings, 
youth and health programs.   
 
Special Concerns 
The most compelling challenge for Trickle Up in Ethiopia right now is the lack of 
rainfall, which is placing a heavy burden on our entrepreneurs and partner agencies.  The 
drought has increased the temptation to use the start-up capital to satisfy immediate needs 
of families such as food.  In addition, entrepreneurs are nervous about investing their 
capital in long-term income-generating activities.   
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USA FOR UNHCR 
 
US Contact 
Jeffery Meer, Executive Director 
USA for UNHCR 
1775 K Street, NW 
Suite 290 
Washington, DC 20006 
Phone: (800) 770-1100 
Website: www.unrefugees.org 

Field Contact 
Please contact Washington, DC office. 

 
Introduction to USA for UNHCR 
Established by concerned American citizens, USA for UNHCR builds support in the 
United States for the humanitarian work of UNHCR and its partners.  USA for UNHCR 
supports refugee programs in camps around the world, meeting unmet needs by providing 
resources from American individuals, corporations and foundations.  In addition, USA 
for UNHCR reaches out to educate Americans in the United States about the plight of 
refugees through public education. 
 
The UN Refugee Agency (UNHCR) is responsible for protecting over 20 million people 
worldwide, including refugees, internally displaced people and former refugees who are 
returning to their homes.  As the largest international humanitarian organization, UNHCR 
and its partners provide food, water, shelter, medical and other types of assistance to 
refugees worldwide.  UNHCR operates in 120 countries. 
 
UNHCR in Ethiopia 
Over the past several years the refugee population in Ethiopia has significantly decreased 
from 1.4 million in the 1990’s to 140,000 in 2002.  In 2003 UNHCR will fund programs 
for the following refugee populations:  6,460 Eritreans, 11,942 Somalis, 101,477 
Sudanese, and 525 other urban refugees.  UNHCR hopes to implement a plan of action in 
regards to the declaration of the cessation clause for Eritrean refugees, promote the 
voluntary repatriation of 20,000 Somalis and facilitate the return of Ethiopian nationals.  
 
Unfortunately, various obstacles will constrain UNHCR’s efforts.  Political instability in 
Somalia and Sudan has decreased voluntary repatriation activities and created security 
concerns on the Ethiopian border where many refugee camps are located.  Although 
Ethiopia has not historically treated refugees unfavorably, a lack of legislation provides 
little aid to those attempting to obtain refugee status, leaving many refugees with few 
options.  Lastly, the ongoing drought conditions throughout most of Ethiopia have 
resulted in large food shortages leading to a deterioration of health, nutrition, and proper 
sanitation.  This has created a massive humanitarian crisis throughout the country, 
increasing the vulnerability of all refugees.  Despite the drought, flooding from recent 
heavy rains in local areas such as SNNPR, Somali, and Oromiya has displaced over 
104,000 persons from their homes creating an additional strain on resources. 
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UNHCR continues to work closely with the local government in order to create common 
legislation regarding refugees in addition to setting up workshops on international 
refugee protection principles and status determination.  UNHCR has and will continue to 
pay particular attention to refugee women and children. In the attempt to achieve local 
integration of refugees into society, UNHCR places priority on vocational training, 
focusing particularly on increasing female literacy.  In 2003, various reproductive health 
and environmental awareness programs will also continue. 
 
Overall, UNHCR hopes to provide a degree of self-sufficiency in food for Sudanese 
refugees, continue the voluntary repatriation of Somalis, consolidate camps, and increase 
humanitarian aid and protection for the remaining 12,000 refugees.  UNHCR will also 
begin an environmental rehabilitation program. 
 
The total budget for Ethiopia is $19,149,457.  Funds will be applied to the following 
programs: protection, monitoring and co-ordination, community service, crop production, 
domestic needs, education, fisheries, food, forestry, health, income generation, legal 
assistance, livestock, operational support, sanitation, shelter/other infrastructure, 
transportation, and water. 
 
UNHCR in Eritrea 
In 2003, UNHCR programs in Eritrea will involve an estimated 6,600 refugees and 
82,000 returnees.  Objectives include facilitating the repatriation and reintegration of the 
large number of returnees from the Sudan.  UNHCR will be highly involved in the 
protection of these refugees and is monitoring reintegration activities to ensure returnees 
have equal rights and access to the same services as the local population.   
 
In addition, humanitarian assistance will be provided to the mainly Somali and Sudanese 
refugees in Eritrea.  Assistance will include ensuring access to food, water, and 
household items, as well as providing health care and primary education.  UNHCR will 
also provide shelter assistance and maintain sanitation systems.  To prevent malnutrition 
among children under five as well as pregnant women, UNHCR will also implement a 
supplementary feeding program. 
 
Eritrean returnees are supplied with an initial “reinsertion package” containing shelter 
material, basic household items, agricultural tools and a cash grant to cover their urgent 
needs.  For reintegration, UNHCR will carry out quick impact projects at the community 
level and focuses on rehabilitation of basic infrastructure, water and sanitation systems, 
health and education services, and agricultural development.     
 
Constraints on repatriation and reintegration activities include the presence of land mines 
and the limited supply of local skilled labor and technical experience.  Most importantly, 
severe ongoing drought conditions throughout the country have resulted in large food 
shortages and contributed to a health, water, and sanitation crisis.  Due to these 
conditions the number of vulnerable refugees and returnees has significantly increased.   
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UNHCR programs will also involve raising awareness in regard to landmines as well as 
HIV/AIDS and other diseases.  The agency will construct and provide equipment for 
schools and to recruit teachers and programs will be implemented to help refugees and 
returnees to become self-sufficient.  These programs will include skills training and 
income generation activities as well placing an emphasis on the empowerment of women.     
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US FUND FOR UNICEF 
 
US Contact  
Kiní Schoop, Media Relations Officer 
U.S. Fund for UNICEF 
333 E. 38th St.  
New York, NY 11217  
Tel: 212/880-9132 
E-mail: kschoop@unicefusa.org   
Website: www.unicefusa.org  

Field Contact  
Eastern and Southern Africa  
UNICEF ESARO  
PO Box 44145  
Nairobi, Kenya 00100  
E-mail: unicefesaro@unicef.org  
 
 

 
Introduction to US Fund for UNICEF  
Founded in 1946, UNICEF helps save, protect and improve the lives of children around 
the world through immunization, education, health care, nutrition, clean water and 
sanitation.  UNICEF is non-partisan and its cooperation is free of discrimination. In 
everything it does, the most disadvantaged children and the countries in greatest need 
have priority.   
 
US Fund for UNICEF in the Ethiopia and Eritrea 
UNICEF is supporting school feeding programs, along with water and sanitation projects 
for school-aged children. In Eritrea, UNICEF has set up 19 Therapeutic Feeding Centers, 
and distributed more than two metric tons of special food to treat severely malnourished 
children.  In Ethiopia, UNICEF is supporting efforts to ensure the continuity of 
emergency education for conflict-affected children. In two provinces, some 60,000 
children benefited from UNICEF's efforts.  UNICEF is providing water tanker services in 
the target regions to respond to the need for safe water, supporting the construction of 
new water supply systems, sanitation facilities, and training of water, sanitation and 
hygiene education workers. Additionally, mine risk education materials are being 
disseminated to affected communities in border areas. 
 
As part of UNICEF' early warning system to trigger relief responses, nutritional surveys 
are being conducted throughout the region.  In order to encourage enrollment, UNICEF, 
in cooperation with the World Food Program and NGOs, is supporting school- feeding 
programs along with water and sanitation interventions for school-aged children.    
 
UNICEF as the UN focal agency for Mine Risk Education remains committed to support 
awareness and risk reduction programmes that commenced in 1999. Despite the fact that 
hostilities between Ethiopia and Eritrea ceased in June 2000, many communities along 
the 1,000 km border still cannot access valuable land due to the presence of landmines 
and unexploded ordnance. Many of the affected communities are also suffering from the 
current drought, which may heighten the risk that people will enter contaminated areas to 
seek food, water and pasture.  
 
The UNICEF Ethiopia programs operate on a $23,196,275 budget and Eritrea, on a  
$9,237,945.00 budget.  
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Special Concerns – Ethiopia 
With a population of about 63 million, half of who are under 18 years of age, high infant 
and under-five mortality remains a major challenge in Ethiopia. For every 1,000 live 
births, some 97 children will die before their first birthday. The situation is worsened by 
drought, and country teams from the government, the UN and NGOs depict a grim 
humanitarian outlook that could result in acute food and water shortages. The effect of 
these shortages is increased deaths of livestock, which in turn force many people to 
migrate in search of water and pasture land. The cumulative effects of failed rains over 
the past three to four years, compounded by severe crop failure and livestock loss in 2002 
in many areas of eastern and southern Ethiopia resulted in high levels of food insecurity 
for over 7 million people in mid-2002. All of these are currently dependent on 
distribution of relief food. Considering the weather forecasts and observed conditions on 
the ground, there are high expectations that this figure of 7 million may rise to 9.4 million 
by the year 2003. Over and above this drought condition, there is still the backlog of 
conflict victims under a process of rehabilitation. Current situations in Eritrea appear to 
favour out-migration, mostly to Ethiopia as refugees; coupled with unmet needs of 
deportees/returnees, the problem might be compounded for the coming periods, requiring 
much contingency planning and possibly preparation for appeals. 
 
Special Concerns – Eritrea 
The traditional coping mechanisms, already put under pressure during the recent conflict, 
are being further overstretched by the drought in both urban and rural areas. With the 
majority of the young and productive population mobilized for defense and 
reconstruction efforts, the victims are the most vulnerable groups: children (70%), 
women (25%) and elderly men (5%).  
 
Unfortunately, due to the very poor response to the CAP 2002 appeal, food distribution 
has been limited to only half of this needy population. Only 36% of what UNICEF 
requested under the CAP 2002 has so far been raised.  
 
Continued landmine threats and insecurity along the southern border with Ethiopia has 
hindered the mobility of people and livestock, greatly reducing agricultural and other 
economic activities. 
 
Another constraint is the lack of vehicles coupled with vehicle maintenance expenses and 
the high cost of hiring vehicles for field work. 
  
There is an acute shortage of skilled personnel at national and zone levels to implement 
activities. Lack of professional capacity to deal with the psychological needs of children 
and the general shortage of human resources for implementation in the Ministry of 
Labour and Human Welfare were the main constraints (child protection).  This lack of 
capacity also extends to contractors, particularly in the area of construction for 
educational projects. 
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 WORLD CONCERN 
 
US Contact 
Nancy Lewis 
Director of Liaison & Information 
World Concern 
19303 Fremont Ave. N. 
Seattle, WA 98107 
Tel: (206) 546-7310 
E-mail: nancyl@worldconcern.org  
Website: www.worldconcern.org  

Field Contact 
Inquiries should be directed to World Concern 
headquarters. 

 
Introduction to World Concern 
World Concern’s aim is to alleviate the physical and spiritual suffering of the poor 
through relief and development programs and provide them hope and opportunity to be in 
right relationship with God, one another and creation. 
 
World Concern in Ethiopia 
World Concern has been providing technical staff, funding, materials, and programming 
strategies in Ethiopia since the disaster relief of 1974.  In this crisis, World Concern is 
teaming up with a variety of partners.  We are working with Hope Enterprises, a local 
NGO, the Society of International Missionaries (SIM), and Food for the Hungry 
International (FHI).  Each organization has a significant history both in relationship to 
World Concern, and to hunger and poverty in Ethiopia.   
 
World Concern is supporting emergency food distributions in an IDP camp in the 
Jigjigga area.  We are also helping to build and repair desperately needed grain storage 
and water systems in Borana and Alduba.  Potential funds may also be used in Gambella, 
Addis Ababa, and Dessie. 
 
In cooperation with other national and int'l organizations, this project aims to serve more 
than 76,000 people at a cost of $146,000. 
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WORLD RELIEF 
 
US Contact 
Michael Mulford 
Disaster Response Desk Officer 
World Relief 
7 E. Baltimore St. 
Baltimore, Md 21202 
Tel: 443-451-1953 
E-mail: mmulford@wr.org  
Website: www.wr.org  

Field Contact 
Please contact Baltimore Office. 
 

 
Introduction to World Relief 
The Mission of World Relief, as originated within the National Association of 
Evangelicals, is to work with, for and from the Church to relieve human suffering, 
poverty and hunger worldwide in the name of Jesus Christ. 
 
World Relief in Ethiopia 
According to a joint Government of Ethiopia -United Nations (GOE-UN) Appeal issued 
on December 7, 11.3 million people will require over 1.4 million metric tons of food aid 
in 2003 due to rainfall shocks that worsened previous conditions. Ethiopia's Prime 
Minister, Meles Zenawi, made an urgent appeal for aid and by comparison has predicted 
that this famine could potentially be worse than the 1984/85 famine where over one 
million people died. 
 
World Relief staff made an assessment trip to visit with local church groups and more 
accurately determine the needs and discuss appropriate responses. World Relief decided 
to partner with the Meserete Kristos Church, an indigenous church that came out of the 
Mennonite missionaries' work there 50 years ago. During the rule of the previous Derg 
regime, all of their property and assets were confiscated and many of the leaders were 
imprisoned.  The underground church experienced significant growth during these 17 
years, and regained their legal status in 1990.  Their relief and development arm, the 
MKC-RDA (Meserete Kristos Church Relief & Development Association) is committed 
to a community based holistic approach to development and has work in health care, 
education, and rural infrastructure development. 
 
MKC-RDA began their relief work with food distributions at three sites in 2000, the 
largest of which was near Awasa (200 km southwest of Addis Ababa).  In the past food 
crisis, they had served 30,000 beneficiaries on a monthly distribution basis, and this relief 
intervention was followed by a 600MT/year, 3-year, food security program sponsored by 
the Canadian Food Grains Bank (CFGB).  After donating much of their grain resources in 
Southern Africa, the CFGB was only able to contribute an additional 400MT for relief 
efforts near Awasa.  As a result, Meserete Kristos was only able to serve 15,000 of the 
38,000 needy beneficiaries in this area. 
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World Relief has wired $49,980 for the local purchase of grain and associated transport, 
storage, distribution and monitoring costs.  This will fund targeted food distributions to 
an additional 3,000 beneficiaries over the next five months, beginning in March.  A 
project team is already screening these new beneficiaries with the zonal and district 
government administrations, and in accordance with the standardized criteria set by the 
government's Disaster Prevention and Preparedness Commission (DPPC). 
 
Another recent development has been the Food for the Hungry International/Ethiopia 
(FHI/E) decision to contribute $50,000 for the purchase of improved seeds, which will 
assist the same beneficiaries to participate in the next planting season. Zemedkun 
Baykeda, MKC-RDA's executive director, commented that, "we believe that if feeding is 
not incorporated with rehabilitation and empowerment, their situation will not change 
during the next season."  This contribution from FHI/E, a major food security specialist 
in Ethiopia, also signifies a strong vote of confidence in both MKC-RDA's ability and 
commitment to their mission. 
  
As described in earlier reports, World Relief has assisted the Meserete Kristos Church 
Relief & Development Association (MKC-RDA) to expand their food distributions in the 
Boricha area (near Awasa, 200 km southwest of Addis Ababa).  World Relief provided 
funding for the procurement, transportation and distribution of 220 MT of maize over the 
months of April, May, June and July.  41 MT was distributed each month to 5,224 
beneficiaries in April and May. Reports are still being collected for June. 
 
Through assistance from Mennonite Central Committee and Food for the Hungry 
International, MKC-RDA is also complementing these distributions with a supplementary 
feeding program to assist 1,800 malnourished children under five in these communities.  
This has led to a marked improvement of the nutritional status of the under-5's, with the 
Global Acute Malnutrition (GAM) rate dropping from 16.17% to 11.29% over this time. 
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WORLD VISION 
 
US Contact 
Peggy McLaughlin 
World Vision, United States 
300 I Street, NE 
Washington, D.C. 20002 
Tel: 202-572-6417 
E-mail: pmclaugh@worldvision.org  
Website: www.worldvision.org  

Field Contact 
Getachew Wolde Michael, National Director  
Simon Heliso, Capacity Building Director  
World Vision Ethiopia 
PO Box 3330 
Off AMCE - Bole Road, Addis Ababa, 
Ethiopia 
Tel: 251-1- 293348 or 293122 (Office) 
Tel: 251-9-203795 or 251-9-203793 (Cell) 
Fax: 251-1-293346 
Email: getachew_michael@wvi.org  
Email: simon_heliso@wvi.org  
 

 
Introduction to World Vision 
World Vision is an international partnership of Christians whose mission is to follow our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ in working with the poor and oppressed to promote human 
transformation, seek justice and bear witness to the Good News of the Kingdom of God. 
We pursue this mission through integrated, holistic commitment to the following:  
 
• Transformational development 
• Emergency relief  
• Promotion of justice 
• Strategic initiatives 
• Public awareness  
• Witness to Jesus Christ 
 
Hence, WV works on relief and development to promote the well-being of all people - 
especially children. WV's assistance extends to all people, regardless of religious beliefs, 
gender, race or ethnic background. 
 
World Vision in Ethiopia 
As Ethiopia regularly faces drought and food shortages, World Vision is engaged in 
supporting communities towards food security at household level. To attain this, World 
Vision helps people become more productive through health and education programs, 
developing social infrastructure and building community capacity.  
 
Emphasis is placed on transformational/holistic development using Area Development 
Programs (ADPs) as instruments of change through integration of relief and development 
to tackle multifaceted problems of communities. In so doing, community and government 
participation and sustainability of programs are of major focus.   
 
Our guiding vision is life in its fullness, which we define as the elimination of hunger, the 
reduction of poverty and the development of hope and dignity for all citizens. 
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WVE undertakes the relief and development programs in collaboration with donors, 
communities, pertinent government bodies such as Ministry of Agriculture, Education, 
Health, Justice, Water & Mines, Disaster Prevention and Preparedness Commission, 
Regional States, Mission Agencies, Embassies, Evangelical and Orthodox churches and 
other local and international NGOs. 
 
WVE operates in six of the nine regions of the country namely Afar, Tigray, Amhara, 
Oromia, Southern Nations, Nationalities & Peoples Region and Addis Ababa consisting 
of its own North, Central and South Branches. Currently there are 30 ADPs in the above 
regions each working in one woreda/district, all but one situated in rural areas.   
 
The annual budget for World Vision Ethiopia in fiscal year 2002 is over USD 20.3 
million addressing the needs of more than 3.5 million beneficiaries. 
 
Agricultural Production and Productivity 
World Vision helps improve agricultural practices and increase productivity by 
introducing productive technologies and high-yield crop varieties. In this regard, we 
helped to train 19,078 farmers, 1,522 government staff, 23 ADP staff in food security, 
general agriculture, reforestation and water conservation, agro-forestry, improved 
irrigation practices, horticulture production, bee keeping, animal husbandry, participatory 
planning and evaluation, gender and development and the like.   
 
World Vision provided 21,228 kg of horticulture seeds, 94,268 kg of cereal seeds, 
774,662 cuttings of sweet potato and cassava, 107,515 coffee seedlings and 2,409 liters 
of pesticides during FY02. Similarly, families received 42 cross-bred heifers, 16,180 
improved poultry, 330 modern beehives, 4,362 km of soil and water conservation works, 
six newly-constructed vet posts and 12 cattle crush. 

 
Water Supply and Irrigation 
In areas where rainfall is erratic and unreliable, small-scale irrigation development and 
water harvesting schemes were implemented to increase agricultural production and 
productivity. In FY02, a total of 459 ha of land were irrigated, seven diversion weirs and 
17 km of canal were constructed, 29 traditional irrigation canals were upgraded, and 287 
hand-dug wells were developed in household gardens. In addition, 10 manual pumps 
were provided for initial demonstration. 
 
In order to improve community sanitation and health conditions, World Vision helped 
community members develop 70 springs, 66 hand-dug wells and 22 bore holes and 
shallow wells for drink ing water.  

 
Income Generation 
World Vision Ethiopia helps community member organize themselves into interest 
groups and gain access to credit sources through microfinance institutions.  
During FY02, 387 solidarity groups, 117 interest groups and 206 village banks were 
established.  In addition, World Vision provided skill training in fields such as enterprise 
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management, bookkeeping, weaving, pottery, carpet making, masonry, tailoring and 
computers to 3,684 community members, enabling them to gain job opportunities, self 
employment and access to credit. 
 
Emergency Relief 
Because of the total failure of the Meher (main) rains in the country last year, there was a 
severe food production shortfall. As a result, WVE prepared a drought response plan and 
distributed 10,235 metric tons of food to 755,673 community members in 13 
woredas/districts and four regions. 
 
World Vision also distributed 232 oxen, 47 heifers and 359 ewes to 472 beneficiaries. 
  
World Vision is increasing its food distribution as the number of people affected by the 
current drought has mounted to 12.6 million. 
 
Access to Health Care 
Health-related training was provided to 40,518 community members and 995 government 
staff on epidemic control, combating harmful cultural practices, environmental sanitation, 
HIV/AIDS prevention, reproductive health with family planning and nutrition.  In 
addition, 10 health posts and 1,529 pit latrines were built.  About USD 72,199 in drugs 
and medical equipment was distributed in FY02. 
 
Training and education on HIV/AIDS prevention, care and advocacy were offered to 
7,308 community members and 492 government staff members. Care and support were 
also provided to children who were orphaned by the virus. 
 
A total of 477,120 children (aged 2-14 years) were de-wormed, 19,380 pregnant mothers 
were supplied with iron and 35,508 children under age one received immunization of 
BCG, DPT3, and measles. 

 
Health and Nutrition 
Micronutrient supplementation was carried out through campaigns using woreda health 
office staff and community health workers. This included distribution of vitamin A 
capsules to 419,031 children under five, 572,353 school-aged children (5-14 years) and 
18,157 lactating mothers. 
 
Introduction and dietary diversification of vegetables and fruit gardening at households 
were taken as a means to increase access to micronutrient rich foods. World Vision 
helped 6,815 households develop vegetable and/or fruit gardens by distributing 332 kg of 
vegetable seeds, 19,557 seedlings of papaya and avocado and 1,276 farm tools. These 
gardens will reduce the prevalence of micronutrient deficiencies in these communities. 
 
Access to Education 
In FY02 five new primary schools, 18 additional school blocks, and a high school were 
constructed. Moreover, one community skill-training center was built in one of the ADPs. 
Schools were also provided with essential materials and furnished with equipment that 
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cost USD 55,302. This has created favorable condition for many children from poor 
families to attend school. 

 
Training on basic education to 9,426 family members and on pedagogy, gender, 
leadership and development to 1,897 teachers were also conducted for increasing the 
awareness of the value of education and improving the teaching and learning 
environments. In addition, 2,914 outstanding students were awarded with special prizes 
to encourage academic performance.    
 
Christian Witness and Church Relations 
Apart from the daily witnessing in life, deed and action by the staff, WVE works in 
partnership with the Evangelical Churches Fellowship of Ethiopia, the Ethiopian 
Orthodox Church, the Ethiopian Kale Heywot Church and the Ethiopian Evangelical 
Church Mekane Yesus, as well as mission agencies, Christian ministries and others.  
Theological studies are being implemented to train and equip church leaders and WVE 
staff with Biblical knowledge.  

 
Expansion to New Program Areas 
Various development projects such as 12 km Milamile Mekoy road construction with its 
drainage structure which cost about USD one million; Likimse Water Supply and 
Sanitation that stretches to 80kms from its source covering 14 Kebele Administrations 
(lowest administrative structure) and benefiting 64,000 people; and Wolenchiti High 
School are among the major projects handed over to respective government bodies and 
communities in the presence of senior government officials and Ambassador.  
 
In addition, there is an increase in the actual sponsored children in program (CIP) to 
124,996 that necessitated the entry into new program areas. Therefore, WVE expanded in 
terms of geographical coverage and the number of ADPs from 19 to 30 at present. 
Eventually design/ redesign of ADPs for the next five years (2003-2007) were done with 
full participation of community and government offices and agreement was signed. 
 
Advocacy on Child Rights, GAD, Peace Building 
It is usual to provide various advocacy training to communities on the right of children 
for education and other basic necessities. Awareness raising workshops and seminars on 
the growing of girls as equals, fighting harmful traditional practices like Female Genital 
Mutilation (FGM), early marriage, abduction were also given to communities and 
government staff members so as to bring about attitudinal changes. Peace building 
initiatives are also handled in the midst of program interventions as deemed necessary.  
 


