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Open Letter from the UN Resident and Humanitarian Coordinator for Somalia a.i. in response
to the massive displacement of civilians from Moqadishu

Over the past year, the Somali people have continuously been caught in the middle of the on-going
conflict. I applaud the spirit of the people who have assisted each other in these times of crisis, but
remain troubled that even those with such resilience can only cope for so long. I am alarmed by the
fighting during the past week in Mogadishu and the subsequent impact on the general population.
This comes at a time when the country is facing one of the worst humanitarian situations in years.

The fighting in the capital this past weekend was the worst since April. Far too many people have
been caught in the crossfire, with over 100 people admitted to hospitals for weapons-related injuries in
just two days, adding to the more than 3,400 war-wounded civilians since January. Entire districts
have been emptied of inhabitants, forcing people from their homes with little or no supplies for daily
survival. Indiscriminate use of force by all parties, reports of house-to-house searches and large-scale
detentions have created a climate of fear amongst the population not witnessed before.

Current reports indicate that at least 88,000 persons fled Mogadishu in the three-day period from 27-
29 October, a sharp increase from the 20,000-25,000 persons who have been steadily streaming out
of the capitol every month since June. ln addition to the tenuous security situation created by the
conflict, statements by various authorities ordering inhabitants to leave certain districts have created
panic. Moreover, many of those who have fled are seeking protection in the very locations where one
hundred thousand people recently displaced have sought shelter and assistance.

There are now roughly 450,000 people who have been displaced by fighting this year, bringing the
total number of displaced persons in Somalia to more than 800,000. These events are occurring in a
dramatically deteriorated humanitarian context in which more than 1.5 million people are in need of
humanitarian assistance and protection.

I am also very concerned for the safety and well-being of those remaining in Mogadishu, given the
overall insecurity and lack of access and freedom of movement in the city. With Bakara market
completely closed following this weekend's fighting, many inhabitants' ordinary livelihoods have been
disrupted and their access to basic necessities and services is shrinking.

We are working with many of you to ensure that life saving aid reaches those in need. However, much
more needs to be done. At the same time as needs are increasing, organisations trying to assist them
are facing increasing challenges. Whether prevented from doing distributions because of insecurity or
halted from movement because of checkpoints or ad hoc 'taxation', humanitarian organisations are
not able reach all persons in need. Alternative ways together with the communities are being explored
but increased access is vital to meet all the needs.
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Despite previous calls to address some of the concerns above, much remains to be done and it is
high time for Somali leaders and representatives of all parties involved to do everything in your power
to minimize the suffering of the civilians and facilitate humanitarian access. I am therefore appealing
to you to ensure the following:

especially the distinction between civilians and combatants at times of armed conflict and the
nontargeting of predom inately civilian structures;

access for humanitarian organizations to reach those in need of life-saving assistance. In this
regard I urge you all to issue the necessary instructions to armed elements through public
statements:

protected access to and transportation of relief items;

impartiality and neutrality. This means facilitating access to civilians in need, wherever and
whoever they are;

Somalia cannot be allowed to slide into a deeper humanitarian crisis. I therefore call on all parties to
meet their obligations to ensure assistance and protection is provided to citizens We all owe this to

Ii people, who have suffered far too much and far too long already.

sincerely,

Chri
UN
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