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This report is based on a Situation Report issued by the Office of the Resident Coordinator in Tirana. It covers 
the period until 8 January 2010.  

1. Albania is experiencing a critical situation of floods in the northern part of the country due to continuous 
heavy rainfall in late December 2009 and January 2010. The situation is exacerbated by the high water levels 
in the three dams (Fierze, Koman and Vau i Dejes) on the Drini River located in northern Albania. To ensure 
safety of the dams the Government has been obliged to release substantial amounts of water and  it may 
continue to do so in the next few days. As a result, the regions of Shkodra and Lezha are flooded since 27 
December 2009. 

2. A total of 3,752 persons (730 families) from the district of Shkodra have been evacuated. Many of the 
displaced families are sheltered in student dormitories provided by the Government. The rest of the displaced 
people have been sheltered by friends and relatives. 2,100 houses and more than 10,000 ha of farmland are 
flooded. 9,000 livestock are at risk.  

3. The flooding has expanded and reached the outskirts of Shkodra city. Water supply, transport and 
agriculture infrastructure are damaged in the area. Some 500 meters of the national road from Shkodra to 
Tirana (Bahchallek village) is blocked for traffic due to high levels of water.  

I. HIGHLIGHTS/KEY PRIORITIES 

� Floods in Albania have led to the evacuation of 3,752 persons. 
� The Government of Albania has declared a ‘status of civil emergency’ and appealed for international 

assistance, asking for boats and helicopters; water pumps and generators; fuel; food; and medicine. 
� The EU Monitoring & Information Centre (EU-MIC) has dispatched a team, joined by a member of 

the UN Disaster Assessment & Coordination (UNDAC) team to help assess the situation. 

II. Situation Overview 
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4. The weather forecast indicates continued rain and snow in the next five days for the areas affected by the 
flooding as well as the areas hosting the Drini valley hydro power plants. The Albanian Government may need 
to evacuate in the coming days an additional 3,000 - 3,500 families from the region.  

National response 
5. The Albanian Government has declared “the status of civil emergency” in the areas affected and has 
established an Inter- Ministerial Committee to coordinate the emergency response with the Minister of Interior 
as the focal point for the emergency. The Albanian civil emergency department, Army and Police forces have 
been deployed to the flooded area. The Army summer camp “Kavalishenca” in Durres has been made 
available to accommodate around 450 people. 

6. On Thursday 7 January, the Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Economy Trade and Energy called a 
meeting with representatives of the Diplomatic Corps in Albania to inform them about the critical situation and 
request help. On the same day, a first request for international assistance from the Albanian Government was 
sent to NATO Euro Atlantic Disaster Response Coordination Center (EADRCC) which was also shared with 
EU (MIC) and UN OCHA. The identified points of entry are Tirana International Airport (by air); Port of Durres 
(by sea); and Hani I Hotit border point entrance with Montenegro (by road).  

7. The Government of Albania has asked for transportation equipment (boats and helicopters); water pumps 
and generators; fuel; food; and medicine.  

International response 
8. The European Union Monitoring & Information Centre (EU-MIC) is dispatching a team of coordination 
experts to assist the Government, joined by one member from the United Nations Disaster Assessment & 
Coordination (UNDAC) team to assist with coordination and assessment activities, and also ensure close 
liaison with the United Nations in assisting the response. The team will arrive later in the night from Friday to 
Saturday.

9. Austria and Italy have already offered to dispatch generators, water pumps and pneumatic boats.  

10. The Albanian Government called on Italian expertise to analyze the situation of the dams in Drini River. 
The World Bank in Albania has been assisting the Government on a dam safety project and will continue to 
provide expertise and support in this area in the medium to long terms as well.   According to some experts, 
the dams do not present structural risks at this time as long as accumulated surplus water is discharged as 
maybe required technically.  The water is currently being discharged in all the three dams, Fierze, Koman and 
Vau i Dejes in order to maintain a safe balance of accumulated water from the melting snow and rains. 

11. The UN Resident Coordinator in Albania called an emergency UNCT meeting on 8 January following 
consultations with the Government, the EU head of delegation in Albania and OCHA to prepare for the UN 
response to this emergency.  

For more information, please contact: 

Tirana: Ms. Gulden Turkoz-Cosslett, UN Resident Coordinator in Albania 
Gulden.Turkoz-Cosslett@undp.org

Geneva: Mr. Peter Neussl, Humanitarian Affairs Officer, Geographical Coordination and Monitoring Section 
neussl@un.org, tel. + 41 22 917 1511 

New York: Mr. Jacco Snoeijer, Desk Officer, Coordination and Response Division 
snoeijer@un.org, tel. + 1 212 963 0909 

For more information, please visit OCHA’s Virtual OSOCC at http://ocha.unog.ch/virtualosocc 
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