
If what you have read in MAG News makes you 
want to help, please consider making a donation. 
A gift of any size will help MAG to save lives and 
provide safer futures for vulnerable people in 
war-torn countries across the world. 

 
Just detach this coupon and return it to MAG 
with your gift to the address below, or visit 
www.maginternational.org/donate. 

Ninety per cent of all donations are used directly 
on our clearance and education programmes, 
so you can be confident that your gift really will 
reach those in need of urgent help. Thank you. 

 

MAG, 68 Sackville St, Manchester, M1 3NJ, UK.
0161 238 5486   •   fundraising@maginternational.org
 
Registered charity 1083008. saves lives builds futures

Rebuilding futures 
in Sri Lanka

newsissue 16, 2010

We do not use public money to produce this and other awareness raising publications, 
but receive government grants for this purpose. 

‘Our Billie: Learning to live with every family’s worst nightmare’ 
by Ian Clayton

Dedicated to MAG in recognition of its work

On a short holiday break, Ian Clayton took his nine-year-old twins canoeing, and in a freak 
accident his daughter Billie was drowned. In a remarkably frank and vivid way, Clayton 
describes what happened on that day, his desperate attempts to save his two children, 
and then what it felt like two years later to come face to face with the men who hired out 
the canoe. But Our Billie is not a story of bitterness or recrimination. Instead, it’s the story 
of how a family attempts to come to terms with something which makes no sense at all; a 
story of loss and remembering, of gratitude and forgiveness. 
[Published by Penguin, available from 1 April 2010 at £7.99]
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MAG online: 
useful links

www.facebook.com/
minesadvisorygroup

twitter.com/
magsaveslives

www.fl ickr.com/
photos/mag-photos

www.youtube.com/user/
minesadvisorygroup

tinyurl.com/MAGebay

                   If you are a UK income tax or capital gains 
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MAG to reclaim tax you have already paid, increasing the 
value of your donation at no extra cost to yourself. 

Please treat all gifts of money I have made to MAG 
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I make from the date of this declaration as Gift Aid 
donations. I pay an amount of income tax and/or 
capital gains tax in each tax year at least equal to 
the tax that the charity will reclaim from HM Revenue 
and Customs on the Gift Aid donations.
Registered Charity 1083008.
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Cover photo: A MAG technician disarms an anti-personnel landmine in northern Sri Lanka.
[Sean Sutton / MAG]
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The village of Pepa, located on high 
plateau grasslands in the far south-
east of the Democratic Republic of 
Congo, was until the 1990s home 
to the Societé Elgima Pepa, a huge 
cattle farm that employed 1,200 local 
people. 

Almost all the cattle disappeared, however, 
during the conflict that devastated the area up 
to 2003, the farm buildings becoming military 
bases, used at various periods by Congolese 
Government forces and various non-state armed 
groups. 

The whole region was a battle zone and much 
of the population fled to Zambia. Those who 
remained were forced to submit to whatever 
group controlled the village at the time.  

MAG arrived in Pepa in 2005 after the armies 
left, to find the fields, lanes, houses, churches 
and farm buildings full of unexploded and 
abandoned ordnance. Ordinary life was 
impossible. 

“In my own garden there were some bombs. The 
military even left their shells in the churches,” 

resident Jeanne Mowa told a MAG Community 
Liaison Officer. “When MAG arrived they cleared 
away a lot of bombs.” 

As about 4,000 of the population gradually 
returned, MAG teams worked steadily to clear 
the area, using as a base a dilapidated house 
that had first been abandoned by the farm 
workers, then by the various militaries. Its yard 
and garden had been littered with explosive 
shells and munitions stockpiles. 

Villagers in Pepa and surrounding areas were 
given repeated sessions of Mine Risk Education 
(MRE) [see page 13 for more on Mine Risk 
Education] to prevent accidents, and village 
chief Daniel Zongwe Kiputa happily reports that 
they have had no accidents despite the initially 
high level of contamination. 

“There were ‘engins’ [unexploded and 
abandoned weapons] from the war everywhere,” 
the 48-year-old said. “But the population didn’t 
know what they were, or the danger. There would 
be many dead here without the work of MAG. 

“We have had no accident victims, because 
the people have been educated to stay clear of 

Bringing a village back to life
Pepa, in the Democratic Republic of Congo, stands as an example of how 
livelihoods can be transformed by MAG’s work.
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Previous page and main photo: The rejuvenated village of 
Pepa.

Right: MAG staff mark the site of an unexploded shell for 
clearance.

[Kevin Malseed / MAG]



these items. I can say that MAG has really done 
a very important job here. Now the population 
lives in security, and their main activity is 
cultivation in areas that MAG has cleared.”

Since 2005, Pepa has come back to life, full of 
children, houses and people going about their 
daily lives and work. “I can now access my fields 
without problems or fear,” says Jeanne Mowa. 

Villagers have come to know MAG well, and 
regularly report items of unexploded ordnance 
(UXO) they have spotted around the area.  

“Some people think the work of MAG is already 
done here,” adds the village chief. “But I tell 
them no, it’s important for MAG to keep coming 
because we don’t know how many ‘engins’ are 
still out there.”  

Pepa stands as an example of how lives and 
livelihoods can be transformed by the clearance 
of dangerous items combined with educating 
people about the risk through MRE. MAG teams 
still use the same house as a base – though 
most of the work has moved to other heavily 
affected villages. 

Seventy kilometres north of Pepa, around 
Kasenga and Kibanda villages, MAG teams 

found more than 100 items of UXO and anti-
personnel landmines in just two months. Much 
of these were in people’s fields and along 
roadsides.

There is still a lot of work to be done. 

Meanwhile, in Pepa, a herd of cattle has 
gradually grown to 270, and some villagers hope 
to see a day soon when the big cattle farm will 
once again operate.

Unexploded 
ordnance (UXO)
‘Unexploded ordnance’ refers to 

explosive weapons – such as bombs, 

rockets, missiles, mortars and 

grenades – that did not explode 

when they were used and still pose a 

risk of detonation, potentially many 

decades after they were employed or 

discarded.

5
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Learning platform
Before MAG cleared dangerous land in the Cambodian community of Veal, the local 
school had no proper building, with classes taken underneath villagers’ houses.



Until March 2008, Veal village school 
in Pursat province had no proper 
building – because nobody dared to 
build one. There had been accidents 
involving landmines and unexploded 
ordnance (UXO) in the village, and 
community members suspected there 
must be more in the ground.

The school director, Meak Hun, got on with his 
job as best he could, but says: “Teaching was 
extremely difficult. I had to teach students under 
villagers’ houses.”

Eleven-year-old Buor Seiha recalls what those 
lessons were like: “Each time it rained, we 
almost got soaked. We didn’t have chairs and 
tables. I had to put my chalkboard on the mat 
and crouch over it as I wrote.”

One of MAG Cambodia’s all-female teams came 
to the village in July 2007. It took more than six 
weeks to clear the land needed for the school. 
During the process, six items of UXO were found 
and destroyed.  

Once the land was safe, a school was built 
with the support of two international non-
governmental organisations, Sustainable 
Cambodia and Save the Children Norway. 

Today, about 300 students attend classes there, 

a notable change from the way things were.  

“The number of students [before the school was 
built] was only around 30 to 40, as the learning 
environment was not good,” says Meak Hun.  
“Students faced a lot of hardship. Many students 
went fishing, cutting wood or picking bamboo 
shoots instead of coming to classes.” 

The local authorities and parents now cooperate 
to make sure that all children are now sent to 
school.  

Another student, Phan Hoeurm, is happy to have 
the opportunity to study in a proper classroom. 
She says, simply: “Now we have a good 
school.” 

The legacy of conflict

Nearly three decades of conflict from 
the late 1960s to ‘80s left Cambodia 
severely contaminated by landmines 
and unexploded ordnance (UXO). This 
mainly affects the poorest and most 
isolated agricultural communities.

Despite the known and horrific 
dangers, people here have no option 
but to continue to live with the threat. 
They take risks every day simply to 
meet their basic needs, and doing 
tasks such as commuting to work or 
school, farming, accessing water or 
attending markets. 

Photo, left: Students play in 
front of the new school buidling, 
constructed on land that had been 
cleared by MAG.

Below: Meak Hun takes a class 
with students. Mine Risk Education 
posters decorate the walls.

[Nicolas Axelrod / MAG]
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As the MAG Community Liaison team 
arrives at Peremusuk, in the Central 
Equatoria state of southern Sudan, 
local farmer and church leader Justin 
Modi is digging the land that has 
been cleared by MAG’s mechanical 
and manual demining teams. 

Sixty-five year old Justin remembers a different 
time and life. He recounts how the Sudanese 
People’s Liberation Army entered Perumusuk 
in 1988 and how both they and Sudan Armed 
Forces laid landmines. 

Terrified to be caught in middle of the fighting, 
he left the village, moving to Uganda and then, 
in 1991, to the Democratic Republic of Congo. 
Justin returned to Sudan in 2000 and discovered 
the legacy of the war he fled 10 years previously, 
approximately 10 centimetres under the surface 
of his land.

A neighbour dug up a mine while helping him 
one day. Having fought as a soldier in his youth, 
Justin was familiar with the process of laying 
mines and searched for more: “I found six mines 

in total in that area; one was an anti-tank mine.” 
Frightened, he reported the threat to the village 
chief and Boma (local administration), and 
hoped someone would help. But nobody came, 
and he was forced to continue farming the 
dangerous land, until in October 2002 his hoe 
struck a mine. He was lucky, suffering an injury 
to his foot, but surviving without losing a limb. 

Agriculture forms the backbone of this 
community, so once he recovered, Justin 
continued as before. As a church leader, fellow 
parishioners would come and pray for him, 
advising him to stop farming his land. “I told 
them I could not,” he says. “This is the only 
way I can survive. So I kept digging and I kept 
reporting the problem to the chief and the 
Boma.” 

“In 2006, a white man came and started 
surveying the area. He told me to stop digging 
the land. He put up warning signs around the 
land and told me to tell the children not to enter.” 

Justin explained to him that while the land was 
marked he had to travel a long way to find 

“They would come, survey and 
leave; come, survey and leave...”
Until MAG arrived, Justin Modi feared his land in southern Sudan would never be cleared of mines.
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safer areas for digging. Nothing happened. 
Throughout 2007 and 2008, there were a 
number of demining organisations in and out of 
the area: “They would come, survey and leave; 
come, survey and leave. I almost lost hope 
that the land would ever be cleared. I even told 
the chief that these organisations would keep 
coming and going and not do anything. So I 
thought, I’ll put myself in God’s hands. I’ll start 
digging in the area again.” 

MAG visited the community in 2009, initially 
to confirm the suspected hazardous areas 
were contaminated. During this first stage, the 
Community Liaison team conducted Mine Risk 
Education [see page 13 for more on MRE], 
along with household surveys and interviews, to 
gain an understanding of the socio-economic 
problems caused to the community by the 
minefield. 

Such information is vital in enabling MAG to 
prioritise the most vulnerable communities 
requiring immediate clearance in the Central 
and Western Equatoria states. Justin notes 
that when MAG arrived with their questions he 
was furious and almost fought them: “I told 
them, you’re not even doing your job. You just 
come with questions and questions, write down 
the answers and don’t do anything. Nothing’s 
happening.” 

Later in 2009, MAG returned and told him the 
good news he waited nearly five years for – his 
community would be cleared. “When MAG 
arrived with the machines, I was so excited. That 
day I followed the instructions and asked the 
children to take a different path to school.” 

Since then, his experience of working on the 
land has changed. Before, he was afraid to 
dig too deeply for fear he would detonate 
another mine. The effect this had on his family 
was enormous: “For them, it was a form of 
psychological torture whenever I went to work. 
They were always worried something would 
happen to me. But now they feel relieved, and 
comfortable when I go to work.”

Justin anticipates good crops from the cleared 
land from May to July in 2010. Across southern
Sudan in 2009, food insecurity ravaged 

communities due to unpredictable rainy seasons 
and drought. Lack of fertile land compounded 
these issues. He explains how much of the ‘safe’ 
land in his community was of lesser quality to 
the contaminated land and how he was afraid to 
dig too deep, for fear of striking a landmine. 

“I feel comfortable to work there now,” he says, 
adding that he plans to sell some of the harvest 
from the cleared land and save the money for 
seeds and tools. 

His wife’s daily life has also changed. When the 
area was mined he was afraid for her safety in 
the area and asked her not to collect firewood or 
water nearby. Now, the women in this part of the 
village are able to collect firewood and can take 
a shortcut through the previously mined field to 
the nearest clean water source. 

Sitting in his compound, Justin Modi expresses 
gratitude to MAG for clearing the land. “I believe 
in all of MAG’s work, it will make Sudan safe to 
live in again.” 

Community Liaison

Community Liaison (CL) teams are the 

eyes and ears of MAG. Their job is to 

visit and talk to communities, to find 

out what and where the problem is.

CL enables MAG to better target its 

resources to the areas of greatest 

need.

See how CL works in practice at: 

www.maginternational.org/cl

Photo: Justin cultivating land that 
had been contaminated with mines. 
Now he is planting sorghum, sim 
sim, maize and cassava, which will 
enable him to feed his family and 
earn a living. 

[MAG Sudan] 
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Partnership saves lives in Iraq
Cluster bombs can threaten lives and limbs for years after they’ve been deployed.

A member of MAG’s Community 
Liaison staff in Iraq meets with 
Abas, who lost his right leg in a 
cluster submunition accident. 
[Photo: Annelise Dennis / MAG]
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Partnership saves lives in Iraq
Cluster bombs can threaten lives and limbs for years after they’ve been deployed.

During the 2003 conflict in Iraq, the 
village of Bawa Mahmod, a couple 
of hundred kilometres north-east of 
Baghdad in Diyala governorate, was 
bombarded by cluster submunitions. 
Five years later, in May 2008, the 
explosion of one of these bombs 
caused the death of 11-year-old 
Abdul-Ghafar and resulted in his two 
friends, Hamed and Abas, losing their 
legs. 

The explosion also started a large fire which 
subsequently detonated several other 
‘BLU-97’ cluster munitions. When firefighters 
began tackling it, one of them was injured by an 
explosion of another BLU-97. 

The incidents took place on Haji Barzan’s land, 
half of which had been covered by these deadly 
weapons. “The firefighters asked us to stay away 
from the fire,” the farmer recalls. “But watching 
that hero fighting the fire and getting injured 
because of the cluster munition was like hell for 
us.”

In September 2009, Community Liaison staff 
from MAG and partner non-governmental 
organisation Work for Peace visited Bawa 

Mahmod, to deliver Mine Risk Education to a 
number of groups of villagers. The sessions 
included how to identify the various threats, 
with information on different types of mines and 
unexploded ordnance. 

Two families of internally displaced people 
currently live on, and farm, Haji Barzan’s land. 
However, the contamination of 50 per cent of the 
125,000 square metres of orchard means that 
the trees cannot be used. 

“After the accident in May 2008, I asked the 
two families not to enter that part of the land, 
because it is too dangerous and I didn’t want 
another accident to take place to anybody,” he 
explains.

Findings gathered during the Community Liaison 
visit to Bawa Mahmod were reported to MAG’s 
Sulimaniyah operations base. Following this, 
a MAG Mine Action Team began clearance 
activities to remove and destroy the dangerous 
items in Haji Barzan’s land early in 2010. 

This will directly benefit more than 500 
individuals and enable the land to be used for 
agricultural production.

Cluster bombs, or cluster munitions, 
are weapons which can be dropped 
from the air or fired from the ground. 
They release numerous explosive 
fragments – bomblets, or submunitions.

Bomblets which fail to explode on 
impact pose the threat of death or 
injury long after conflict is over. 

Their presence means a lack of access 
to safe land, limiting agricultural 
development, the reconstruction of 
vital infrastructure, and the work of 
relief and development agencies.

MAG welcomed the ratification in 
February 2010 of the international 
treaty banning the use of cluster 
munitions. This news had even more 

resonance for people in Lebanon, Lao 
PDR and Iraq, where the lethal threat 
from unexploded cluster munitions 
continues to affect daily life in 
countless communities.

MAG has been working in many of 
these communities for more than a 
decade, clearing deadly cluster bombs 
as well as other dangerous remnants 
of conflict that threaten people’s safety 
and obstruct development.

Cluster munitions

A KB-1 cluster bomblet in Iraq. 
[Photo: Sean Sutton / MAG]
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“I never saw the others again”
Safety messages given by MAG’s Community Liaison staff saved this Angolan boy’s life.



In April 2007, Mussole, who was five 
years old at the time, left his home 
in Lucusse, Moxico Province, with 
his two friends, Ken and Lupembe, 
and his brother Moses. The four boys 
were walking to the nearby river to 
take a bath when Lupembe decided 
he needed to go into the long grass 
to go to the toilet. 

When he returned to the group, he was carrying 
an unusual object. Mussole kept his distance 
and told Lupembe: “This is no object to play 
with, it’s a mortar and it kills people.” But 
Lupembe continued to fiddle with the object and 
it started to make a noise. 

Mussole ran away from the group in the direction 
of an abandoned truck and was practically 
behind it when the mortar exploded, or in 
Mussole’s words: “The metal came out.” 

The force of the explosion knocked Mussole to 
the ground unconscious. Tragically, the other 
three boys were killed. “I never saw the others 
again,” says Mussole. 

When the mortar exploded, Mussole’s left leg 
was sticking out from behind the truck and 
consequently he received severe injuries to his 
thigh, as well as cuts to his forehead. 

Mussole remained in hospital for a month 
following the accident, during which time “I was 
fearing death and crying”. Mussole’s father said 
that when his son was discharged from hospital 
he wasn’t himself: “He started throwing stones at 
his mother. Because of this abnormal behaviour 
he went a year without going to school.” 

Despite attempts in 2008 and 2009 to return 
to his classes, Mussole found it difficult to 
concentrate and was sent home. “He was 
rebellious and didn’t listen to the teachers,” 
explains his father. 

Mussole says he would like to go to school in 
2010, because when he grows up he would like 
to be a teacher.   

Mussole stated he knew the object was 
dangerous because he had been told by MAG a 
couple of months prior to the incident, when the 
organisation’s Community Liaison Officers were 
delivering house-to-house Mine Risk Education 
in the area. 

These messages – ‘if you see an object don’t 
touch it’, for instance – were reinforced by his 
mother, and Mussole now does the same with 
his friends: “I tell them not to go in the bush, and 
if they find a strange object not to touch – if they 
do, it will explode and they will die.” 13

Mine Risk Education
Mine Risk Education (MRE) helps 
minimise the risks for people living, 
working and travelling through areas 
contaminated with landmines and/or 
unexploded ordnance.

MRE includes how to recognise and 
report commonly found dangerous 
items, what to do in an emergency, 
recognising warning clues and signs 
for mined areas, how to keep others 
safe, and more. 

As well as face-to-face and community 
meetings, MRE can also be delivered 
through radio and TV broadcasts, 
billboards, posters, drama and music.

Photo: Mussole wearing a MAG 
t-shirt that carries the message: 
Teacher says ‘Keep yourself safe’. 

[Everisto Cambembe / MAG] 
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Trading in unexploded ordnance 
(UXO) as part of the country’s highly 
developed scrap metal industry is one 
of the leading causes of UXO-related 
accidents in Vietnam. To reduce 
this very real threat, MAG has been 
working closely with scrap metal 
traders to improve safety for them 
and the surrounding community.

Nguyen Thi Lanh is a scrap metal trader in Dong 
Hoi City, Quang Binh, and explains how UXO 
affects her business and day-to-day living. 

“My yard is the biggest one in the city and metal 
scraps are sold to us every day. We don’t have 
enough time to check everything and often UXO 
is mixed in with the batches we buy. Sometimes 
we didn’t even know that the items we were 
buying were dangerous. However, when we sell 
to the metal recycling factory any items of UXO 
will be rejected and we can be fined for selling 
it.”

The threat of a fine, and because she did not 
know what else to do with the UXO that had 
accumulated in her scrap yard, led Mrs Lanh to 
dig a hole in her garden to hide the dangerous 
items: “I was so afraid of having the items in 
our garden, because they were a danger to my 

family. But, if we moved them to other areas the 
danger would be even bigger.”

Mrs Lanh remained constantly frightened. “We 
live in a very populated area so I was concerned 
about the danger to our neighbours,” she 
explains. “Also, I had to keep my children inside, 
as their curiosity might lead them to playing in 
the pit where the UXO was.”

In March 2007, the presence of UXO in Mrs 
Lanh’s scrap yard was reported to MAG. During 
this first visit, 397 items were removed. Since 
then, MAG Community Liaison teams have been 
regularly visiting Mrs Lanh, as well as other 
scrap yard owners, to assist in identifying UXO 
items. 

In late-2009 a MAG team recovered, and safely 
disposed of, an additional 49 items. Mrs Lanh 
is thankful that MAG is able to come to assist in 
dealing with the dangerous items that come into 
her yard.

“The big hole with the UXO in it does not exist 
any longer. We feel so much happier because 
our business does not cause danger to our 
neighbours anymore. MAG deals with the UXO 
that comes into our scrap yard so quickly and 
restores our safety.”

Dangerous scrap yards in
MAG removed more than 400 items of unexploded ordnance from a scrap yard in
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A deadly business

Scrap metal collecting is a relatively 

lucrative activity for those willing to 

risk their lives. People use primitive 

detectors to hunt for scrap: normally 

what they find is harmless, but 

there’s always the risk it could be a 

deadly bomb. 

Millions of tonnes of ordnance were 

dropped on Vietnam between 1964 

and 1973. It is estimated that up to 

a third did not detonate. As a result, 

unexploded ordnance (UXO) still 

contaminates the ground, affecting as 

much as 20 per cent of the country.

Collecting war scrap is an illegal 

trade but, as in other South East 

Asian countries such as Lao PDR and 

Cambodia, poverty means that people 

do it as a way to earn a living. 

Vietnam are made safe
Dong Hoi City.

Photo, left: The scrap yard, from where 
more than 400 items of unexploded 
ordnance (UXO) were cleared. 

Centre: Mrs Nguyen Thi Lanh, owner of 
a scrap metal business in Dong Hoi City, 
with the MAG Community Liaison team. 

Right: MAG technicians sort through 
scrap metal to identify items of UXO. 

[MAG Vietnam] 
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Rebuilding futures in Sri Lanka
Families have been able to return to their homes in the ‘Rice Bowl’ region with a 
real opportunity to restart their lives after years of war, thanks to MAG’s work.
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In October 2009, MAG began working 
in Adampan, a district in the north-
west Mannar region of Sri Lanka, 
famed for its paddy fields.

It was unknown just how badly contaminated 
with landmines and other deadly remnants of 
conflict the land might be. MAG’s survey teams 
began careful analysis of the area, and in just a 
few weeks had released 293,443 square metres 
of safe land that was not contaminated but that 
people had previously been too frightened to 
use.

Surveys showed, however, that parts of 
Adampan did contain some of the million or so 
mines believed to have been planted throughout 
Sri Lanka during the 27-year-long civil war. 
MAG’s clearance teams discovered 109 items 
of unexploded ordnance, as well as 155 anti-
personnel mines, buried in the soil. All of these 
were safely removed and destroyed, meaning 
another 395,525 square metres of land could be 
given back to the community.

Mr Seemanpillai Sagayarasa, the Government’s 
representative for Adampan district, has lived 
in the area all his life. He explained how the 
newly cleared land would have huge economic 
benefits for the families returning to the region, 
having earlier fled because of the conflict.

“People are facing many problems, as their 
houses and much of the infrastructure have 
been damaged during the war,” he said. “The 
paddy fields are mined and people suffer from 
low incomes because of this. But the Agricultural 
Department has said it will plough two acres 
of land for each family free of charge when it is 
safe from mines, and it will provide water pumps 
at low prices.” 

Seventy-year-old Pilippu Sinthathurai had 
been moving between displacement camps 
throughout the north of the country since 
September 2007 to escape the fighting. He has 
now been able to return home: “MAG is currently 
clearing my paddy field area and once it is safe 
we will start farming again, as only through 
cultivation can we begin to develop and increase 
our income.”

“My family faced immense hardship when we 
were displaced and in the camps,” said another 
returnee, Sasikaran Josephin Croos. “Now that 
we are home, we have a chance to increase our 
earnings and take our futures forward. I want our 
country and the world to be free of landmines.”

MAG will continue to undertake surveys and 
clearance in conflict-affected areas of northern 
Sri Lanka during 2010, enabling the ongoing 
returns process and supporting reconstruction.

Photo left: A villager in Sri Lanka, in 
2005, cultivates land cleared by MAG. 

Right: Getting his life back on track: 
Mr Sinthathurai was able to return 
home following the end of the civil 
war and start farming again once 
MAG had cleared his land. 

[MAG Sri Lanka] 
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Life is difficult for the 280 or so 
people who live in the small village 
of La Trampa, deep in the Colombian 
countryside. 

Located in the central north-western department 
of Antioquia, La Trampa lies in a very fertile 
area, the hour-long journey from the nearest 
town running through lush green banana and 
avocado plantations. There is a small primary 
school and a basic store. Locals get paid just 10 
US cents for their avocados and less than one 
cent per banana. 

In addition to the daily struggle to grow enough 
food to be able to afford to send their children 
to the nearest secondary school – the transport 
alone costs $2 a day per student, and the 
alternative is a three-hour walk each way 
– residents also have to live with the threat of 
landmines and unexploded ordnance. 

The internal conflict that has raged for 50 years 
has left an ongoing legacy in places like La 
Trampa. Landmines and improvised explosive 
devices (IEDs) have been laid to spread fear 
and insecurity, and protect the illicit drugs 
plantations. As well as the immediate danger 
posed by the mines, there can be serious 
consequences for communities if they reveal the 

presence of the devices or aid the Government 
in their clearance.

With information, though, the community can 
protect themselves better. MAG’s Mine Risk 
Education (MRE) campaign – ‘Yo me protejo’ 
– in Antioquia is helping do just this. Alberto 
Naranjo, who runs the small shop, contacted 
Bhiana Holguin, MAG’s Community Liaison 
Officer in this part of Antioquia, and they 
together organised an MRE session in La 
Trampa. 

Each session addresses the problems the 
particular community faces from mines and 
unexploded ordnance, as these vary from one 
village to the next. The type of audience and 
their levels of prior knowledge also have to be 
taken into account. However, the aim remains 
constant: minimising the risks for people living, 
working and travelling through contaminated 
areas.

“Even though we are living in the middle of 
a war, we are still a strong community,” said  
Alberto following the session. “We look after 
each other. We will make sure that our children 
stay safe and do not go near mines or play with 
bullets.” 

Helping communities help themselves
MAG’s ‘I Protect Myself’ campaign is spreading safety messages in Colombia. 

Attendees of the Mine Risk Education 
session in La Trampa. 
[Photo: MAG Colombia] 
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The Embassy of Switzerland in Bujumbura
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World Vision
The Zochonis Charitable Trust

MAG online: 
useful links

www.facebook.com/
minesadvisorygroup

twitter.com/
magsaveslives

www.fl ickr.com/
photos/mag-photos

www.youtube.com/user/
minesadvisorygroup

tinyurl.com/MAGebay
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Cover photo: A MAG technician disarms an anti-personnel landmine in northern Sri Lanka.
[Sean Sutton / MAG]



If what you have read in MAG News makes you 
want to help, please consider making a donation. 
A gift of any size will help MAG to save lives and 
provide safer futures for vulnerable people in 
war-torn countries across the world. 

 
Just detach this coupon and return it to MAG 
with your gift to the address below, or visit 
www.maginternational.org/donate. 

Ninety per cent of all donations are used directly 
on our clearance and education programmes, 
so you can be confident that your gift really will 
reach those in need of urgent help. Thank you. 

 

MAG, 68 Sackville St, Manchester, M1 3NJ, UK.
0161 238 5486   •   fundraising@maginternational.org
 
Registered charity 1083008. saves lives builds futures

Rebuilding futures 
in Sri Lanka
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We do not use public money to produce this and other awareness raising publications, 
but receive government grants for this purpose. 

‘Our Billie: Learning to live with every family’s worst nightmare’ 
by Ian Clayton

Dedicated to MAG in recognition of its work

On a short holiday break, Ian Clayton took his nine-year-old twins canoeing, and in a freak 
accident his daughter Billie was drowned. In a remarkably frank and vivid way, Clayton 
describes what happened on that day, his desperate attempts to save his two children, 
and then what it felt like two years later to come face to face with the men who hired out 
the canoe. But Our Billie is not a story of bitterness or recrimination. Instead, it’s the story 
of how a family attempts to come to terms with something which makes no sense at all; a 
story of loss and remembering, of gratitude and forgiveness. 
[Published by Penguin, available from 1 April 2010 at £7.99]




