
Special Focus: Darfur Crisis 
Despite recent diplomatic efforts, the Darfur crisis continues to deterio-
rate for people in both Sudan and Chad.  In August, WFP reached 1 
million of the estimated 1.2 million people who required food assistance 
in Darfur.  As refugee numbers in Chad reach 200,000, physical access 
to the camps has been hampered by the rains.  Concerns are mounting 
about the host population’s welfare as food and clean water resources 
are increasingly scarce, leading to increased health risks. 
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 Situation improving   Numbers decreasing  

  Situation deteriorating   Numbers increasing 

 Numbers stable  

 Caution: the situation has the potential to deteriorate  
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Highest Priority—Urgent Action Required  

 Chad: In addition to the difficulties faced by Sudanese 
refugees in Chad, the local Chadian population has be-
come food insecure after sharing their food and resources 
with refugees.  In some areas, malnutrition rates are as 
high amongst the host population as amongst the refugees.    

 Ethiopia: Emergency food needs in Ethiopia have risen, 
with 7.8 million people requiring assistance through the 
end of 2004, up from 7.1 million.  Despite the worsening 
situation, under half of emergency non-food needs have 
been funded this year, including critical seed programs.   

 Eritrea: Poor rains and input availability have adversely 
affected crop production this year, especially in Gash 
Barka, in southeastern Ertirea,  which normally contrib-
utes 40% of the country’s production.    

 Somalia: Over 1.2 million Somalis in both agricultural 
and pastoral areas will require emergency food aid until 
April 2005.  Pre-famine conditions are observable with 
only 50-70% of needed food aid resources covered. 

 Zimbabwe: Many households have already run out of food 
from their own production.  High prices and inadequate 
income options limit rural and urban food access, even 
where food is available in markets.   
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Urgent Action Required 

 Kenya: About 2.3 million people need 156,000 MT of 
food aid between August 2004 and January 2005 due to 
successive years of drought. The situation is set to worsen  
in the northern and eastern pastoral areas with a projected 
poor 2004/2005 long rains season. 

 Malawi: Maize prices started rising two months earlier 
than normal in response to localized food shortages fol-
lowing this year’s poor harvest.  The government, UN and 
NGOs are taking some action through  food for work pro-
grams to ameliorate problems in the southern region.  

 Mauritania: Locusts now threaten most of the country.  
Households in southern areas will partially offset crop 
losses through increased reliance on gifts/loans and pur-
chases.  See back page for more details. 
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Preparedness and Increased Monitoring Required 

 Djibouti: The failure of the main rains and high staple 
food prices are threatening food security in three zones. 

 Uganda: Continued insecurity  and drought in Karamoja 
Region have left over 1.98 million in need of food aid. 

 Sudan (southern): Food aid needs are set to rise due to 
the delayed harvest, an increasing returnee population, and 
continued localized insecurity. 

 

Country  Population at Risk  
Food Aid Beneficiaries 

Number Trend 

Chad (refugees) 200,000 (refugees in camps) 175,000   

Eritrea 1.9 million 1.4 million  
Ethiopia 9.8 million (August) 7.8 million  
Kenya 2.34 million 2.34 million  
Malawi 1.3-1.7 million To be determined  
Mauritania 1 million 285,000  
Somalia 1.2 million 700,000 (Sep—Dec)  
Uganda  1.98 million 1.98 million  
Zimbabwe 4.8 million N/A  

Djibouti 100,000 59,000 (21,307 are refugees)  

Critical Events Timeline 

 

More information on the web: www.fews.net 
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Sahel Locust Crisis: Regional Overview 

The Famine Early Warning Systems Network (FEWS NET) is a USAID-funded activity that monitors and reports on food insecurity conditions in 20 countries in Africa, as 
well as Afghanistan, while strengthening regional and national early warning and food security organizations through networking and capacity development.  This summary is 
based on FEWS NET regular monitoring and reporting and provides executive decision-makers with an overview of the food security situation in Africa, focusing on countries 

covered by FEWS NET as well as non-FEWS NET countries (where possible).  Countries currently under ‘Alert’ are highlighted and prioritized for urgent action.  More de-
tailed alert statements are available for the countries in this Executive Overview can be found on the FEWS NET website at www.fews.net.  For further information contact 

William Whelan at USAID/DCHA/FFP (202-712-5001) or Roy Stacy at Chemonics International (202-955-7595), or email info@fews.net. 

Preliminary CILSS cereal harvest estimates 
range between 11-14 million MT, depending 
on locust damage and continued good weather.  
As swarms continue to form, and with locusts 
moving recently into the southern agricultural 
areas, pre-harvest damage to crops is almost certain.  To determine the extent of damage, a preliminary harvest assessment is 
scheduled for mid-October, and will be followed by a full crop assessment in early November. As the locust population grows, so 
do the treatment costs.  The FAO appeal was recently enlarged from $83 million to $100 million, yet only $38 million has been 
pledged so far.  As seasonal rains begin receding southward, most of the swarms will begin to migrate west and northwest, while 
some could reinvade Senegal and move further to the south, potentially affecting the flood-recession harvests in December and 
January.  As the latest generation begins its egg-laying cycle this month, it is imperative that control operations be intensified. 

Since the first alarm was sounded in June, swarms of Desert Locusts have crossed 
Mauritania to breed in southern regions. This has sparked fears of extensive crop loss 
this season, from dry-land and flood recessional (walo) areas.   
 
Based upon livelihoods work conducted in 2003, FEWS NET Mauritania has devel-
oped projections of the likely impact of the infestation on household food security in 
the three livelihood zones of southern Mauritania most vulnerable to crop losses (See 
Map 1).  The main harvest is due October-December, with flood-recessional crops 
harvested through March.  This analysis projects the likely effects of crop failure on 
poor households (about 50-60% of the population in each zone), taking into account 
the typical strategies that households use to get food and to mitigate the effects of 
shocks.  The food security status of middle and better off households is projected to 
be less at risk, as these households should be able to compensate for crop losses 
through milk/meat consumption and purchases. 
 
Poor households tend to obtain their food similarly across the three zones with crop 
production providing a quarter to a third (25-35%) of food needs, and the rest pro-
vided by a combination of purchase, receiving direct payment in food for laboring, 
receiving food (as ‘gifts’) from others in the community, and to a small 
degree gathering wild foods. (Figure 1) Near-total crop failure would 
eliminate the 25-35% from crops and these household would need to fill 
the gap through their own stocks and animals, purchasing more food, and/
or increased assistance received from better off households in the commu-
nity (through borrowing and gifts).  Because of the heavy reliance on mar-
ket purchase, and the fact that neighboring countries were also affected by 
the locusts, market price stabilization should be prioritized.   
 
To detect a food security crisis in this population in the coming months, it 
is essential to monitor: 
• Local crop production for the current season and loss due to locusts; 
• Pasture conditions, as many Mauritanians depend heavily on herding 

and have moved south early to use pastures threatened by swarms; 
• Market prices for basic foodstuffs; and 
• Ability of poor households to fill the gap through gathering of wild foods, borrowing food and receiving gifts of food from 

better off households, who may also be affected by the locusts.  Extensive borrowing also indicates a need to monitor the ef-
fects of acute indebtedness in a period of rising food prices and depreciating assets.  Indebtedness is a burden which severely 
limits recovery in the next season and pushes many into a downward spiral of poverty. 

Mauritania Focus - The potential effects of the locusts on household food security 
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Potential deficit under line  

Figure 1 

Map 1: Livelihood Zones in Analysis 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Legend: Zones most vulnerable to locust damage 
 
 
 

Agro-pastoral 5 
Rain-fed cultivation 6 
Senegal River Valley 7 


