
 
 

2010 National Contingency Plan 
The joint Government and partners multi-sectoral national contingency plan for the first half of 2010 was released 
on Monday 7 December 2009. The contingency plan estimates US$270 million is needed to address projected 
emergency requirements for food assistance, health and nutritional care, water and sanitation, education and 
livelihood supports to agriculturalists and pastoralists between January and June 2010, based on the most likely 
scenario. Of these total requirements, the net food requirement equals $195.2 million. The contingency plan is 
based on the mid-season (mid-meher) assessment conducted between 28 September and 11 October 2009, as 
well as a review of available early warning information and post disaster assessment reports. It takes into account 
the poor performance of the 2009 belg (March-May) rains, followed by the delayed onset and below average 
performance of the meher (June-October) rains, particularly in eastern parts of the country. The contingency plan 
was developed as a key component in the shift to the more forward-looking approach envisaged under the 
national Disaster Risk Management (DRM) framework. It is hoped that the quick release of the assessment 
results and associated plan will help to ensure the timely mobilization of resources for an effective response. The 
estimated requirements laid out in the contingency plan are expected to be further verified through the ongoing 
meher assessment, which started on 23 November 2009 is expected to continue through the end of December. 
The findings of the assessment will form the basis for the 2010 Humanitarian Requirements Document (January 
to June). For more information contact: info@dppc.gov.et  & ocha-eth@un.org 
 
Meanwhile, on 4 December, the joint FAO and WFP Crop and Food Supply Assessment Mission (CFSAM) gave 
a debriefing to humanitarian partners on its findings, indicating that the meher harvest is expected to be lower-
yielding than last year’s, mainly due to several consecutive seasons of poor rainfall performance.  The mission 
findings were based on field visits, as well as a desk review, and reflect the results of the mid-meher assessment. 
Final reports are being compiled with a view to being shared by February 2010. For more information contact: 
sophie.gordon@fao.org & ocha-eth@un.org 
 
Nutrition Update 
The Emergency Nutrition Coordination Unit (ENCU) reports that a recent nutrition assessment conducted by Save 
the Children UK indicates “poor” nutritional situation in Kobo woreda (Amhara), while a CONCERN assessment 
indicates a “normal” condition in Soro woreda (SNNP). Given conditions likely to lead to deterioration in the 
nutritional situation in Kobo in the coming months, Save the Children-UK will start a nutrition programme funded 
by the Humanitarian Response Fund (HRF). In addition, Save the Children-UK, in collaboration with the Oromia 
regional authorities, will undertake emergency standard nutrition assessments in Moyale and Arero woredas in 
late December. Additional monitoring surveys are also planned in Boroso Sorie (SNNP) and Fedis (Oromia). 
Meanwhile, the Nutrition Cluster is reviewing HRF project proposals for Wolayita zone (SNNP) and Afder zone 
(Somali). For more information contact: isaackm@dppc.gov.et   

 
AWD Update 
The outbreak of Acute Watery Diarrhoea (AWD) has re-emerged in several parts of the country, including Afar, 
Oromia and SNNP regions, reports WHO. The most-recently reported outbreak has affected 17 woredas in Bale, 
Arsi, West Arsi, Jimma and West Hararghe zones in Oromia Region since the first week of December. Critical 
shortages in the supply of clean water, hygiene and sanitation have been reported. There is a need to coordinate 
the response, focusing on prevention and response activities. Oromia region, with support from humanitarian 
partners, has deployed multi-disciplinary teams to Bale, Arsi and West Arsi zones to assess the situation and 
provide technical support for coordination, case management and disease surveillance. Medical supplies and 
case treatment materials have also been dispatched. In addition to the technical assistance UNICEF provides to 
affected regions, it has mapped upcoming public gatherings to help targeted interventions through creating public 
awareness of AWD by improving hygiene, sanitation and access to potable water, and establishing Case 
Treatment Centers (CTCs) for early detection and treatment of AWD cases high risk areas. WHO continues to 
provide technical support to the regions to strengthen disease surveillance, the early warning system, assessment 
of AWD response, outbreak investigation and on-the-job training of health workers to improve the quality of AWD 
case management. Preparation of a comprehensive emergency response plan focusing on major response areas 
(coordination, case management, surveillance, water, hygiene and sanitation, and communication) is underway.  

 
Meanwhile, in response to reported AWD cases in Oromiya and SNNP regions, UNICEF sent drugs and various 
household and community level water treatment chemicals that will enable more than 17,000 households access 
potable water for one month. In addition, jerry cans and sanitation materials are sent for the safe handling of 
water and to improve hygiene practices at household level. For more information contact: kmcdonald@unicef.org 
& who-wro@et.afro.who.int     


