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Floods in West Africa 
Around 800,000 people have been affected by floods in 14 countries in West 
Africa (Mali, Burkina Faso, Mauritania, Niger, Côte d’Ivoire, Senegal, The Gambia, 
Liberia, Côte d’Ivoire, Togo, Sierra Leone, Benin, Ghana and Guinea)1. Among the 
hardest hit countries are: Ghana (over 332,000 affected), Togo (over 127,900 
affected), Burkina Faso (over 92,900 affected), Niger (57,000) and Mali (over 42,000 
affected). 
 
Highlights 
 

- To date, the Flash Appeal for Ghana has been funded up to $2, 761,958, including 
$2,496,956 from the CERF and $265,000 from Canadian cooperation.  

 
- Burkina Faso is preparing a flash appeal to respond the needs of flood affected 

people. 
 

                                                 
1 Breakdown of flood related figures is annexed to the report. 
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- Relief items from OCHA warehouses in Brindisi, Italy arrived on 17 October in 
Bamako, Mali.   

 
Situation and response 
Ghana 
Flooding in the Upper East Region, Upper West Region, Northern Region and parts of the 
Western Region have affected 332,600 people and caused the death of 56 according to 
the Government. Some 35,000 houses and 1,500 kilometers and thousands hectares of 
crops have been destroyed. On 9 October an appeal for international assistance was 
launched by the government for the reconstruction of flood devastated areas. 
 
Response  
So far, the flash appeal of $12,410,000 launched by the United Nations and partners has 
been funded up to up to $2,761,958, including $2,496,956 from the CERF and $265,000 
from Canadian cooperation. The Canadian government allocation reported last week is 
destined to IOM ($205,000) and OCHA ($60,000D). Some 75,000 people are being 
assisted through a WFP emergency operation, while UNICEF distributed aqua tablets for 
household water purification, ceramic filters and hygiene kits.  
 
In a situation report published on 16 October, the NGO Concern Universal raised the 
point that the emphasis put on the Upper East and Northern Region hides the concerning 
needs of flood affected people in the Upper West. Since the flooding began, the NGO 
Concern Universal with local partner ProNet (Professional Network North) with Irish Aid 
funds have distributed a 15 day balanced food ration to 4,667 flood affected people in 
Upper West region specifically Lawra, Jirapa/Lambussie and Wa East districts. The 
District Chief Executive from Lawra (Upper West Region) made a request for additional 
support for five more communities which could not be assisted by Concern Universal and 
ProNet due to lack of means. OCHA Regional Office carried out a mission from 3 to 16 
October to bring support to UN Resident Coordinator in Ghana for the Flash Appeal 
launch and handover with departing UNDAC team.  
 
Burkina Faso 
According to United Nations joint assessment missions fielded from 21 to 29 September 
in the provinces of Lorum (North), Nahouri (South Centre), Banwa (Boucle du Mouhoun), 
Houet (Hauts Bassins) and Lareba (Cascades), 69,977 people including 3,485 displaced 
were affected by July-August floods. According to the same report, 18,208 collapsed, 
causing important material damage and at least 18 human causalities. In addition, 
20,360 hectares have been flooded in the five regions visited by 29 September, which 
equals a production loss of about 9, 841 tonnes. Only one out of the 13 regions of the 
country has not been affected by floods in 2007. According to the national commission 
for emergency response and national rehabilitation (CONASUR) September Floods have 
affected over 92,970 affected in Burkina Faso and caused more than 28,000 displaced, 
46 deaths and 73 injured.  
 
Response 
According to the UN assessment mission report published on 17 October, there are still 
basic needs, despite efforts made by CONASUR and the national company for the 
management of security stocks (SONAGESS). Some 2,897,042 tonnes of cereals, 
316,654 tonnes of vegetables and 188 tonnes of oil are needed to support people 
affected by floods in the five regions visited by the UN missions, for a period of three 
months.  
 
Needs are also identified in the sector of water and sanitation as most latrines are now 
destroyed and the remaining are not used by many children and adults. Malaria and 
some waterborne, respiratory and skin diseases are on the rise, and there are needs in 
cement and corrugated sheets for the reconstruction of thousands of houses.  
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However, a stock of non food items the equivalent of $310,000 arrived on 4 October in 
Burkina Faso from OCHA emergency stocks in Brindisi Italy to support 50,000 people 
affected by floods in the north and the south of Burkina Faso. A flash appeal is still under 
preparation.  
 
Mali 
Torrential rains that fell in Mali late July caused nine deaths and affected 42,662 
including 4,576 homeless, according to authorities. In a declaration released on 22 
September, the Government stated that 17 people were injured, 4,829 houses collapsed 
and 3,778 hectares of cropped farmed flooded.  
 
Response 
A cargo of relief items from OCHA warehouses in Brindisi, Italy was received on 17 
October by Malian authorities, as assistance to people affected by floods. The stock of 32 
tonnes of non-food items is composed of 13 generators, a rapid rescue boat, five water 
purification units, 2 water storage containers, 100 tents, 1,500 emergency drinking water 
kits, 2,250 jerry cans, 750 blankets, and other household maintenance items. The whole 
lot is estimated at $504,155. Earlier this month, the Central Emergency Response Fund 
of the United Nations has approved a WFP and UNICEF request of $1,017,103 for the 
assistance of 20,000 for a three-month period. USAID has also provided a $50,000 grant 
to Catholic Relief Services to assist flood-affected people in the communities of Bla, 
Mamou and Beleko in Mali. 
 
Togo                                                                                                                                                  
Some 7000 people have been affected by overflowing of the River Mono and affluents in 
the maritime Region, according to the Direction of Social affairs. In the Prefecture of 
Lacs, heavy rains have destroyed houses and as a result 1400 persons have been 
displaced. According to the International Federation of the Red Cross and Red Crescent 
(IFRC), the displaced are hosted at Aklakou secondary school. The volunteers of the 
Togolese Red Cross were mobilized to assist in the evacuation of victims and educate 
communities about hygiene and the prevention of waterborne illness. They distributed 
tarpaulins and foods provided by UNICEF and WFP, and helped people build shelters.  
 
Heavy rains have also caused flooding in the village of Agotime-Akoumassi, located in the 
prefecture of Agou of the Plateau Region. The torrential rain that lashed the area caused 
the river to burst its banks, and the overflowing of waters destroyed homes and 
devastated crops. Some 880 persons are displaced. Early October, the Togolese Direction 
of Social Affairs stated that 120,000 people were affected by floods in the Savanes region 
in Togo including 23 deaths and 77 injured. Floods also made 11, 483 homeless as they 
destroyed 29,474 houses. 
 
Response-  
An estimated 60,000 people have been affected by the floods in Togo and are in need of 
assistance. The United Nations agencies and humanitarian partners in Togo have 
established coordination mechanisms and are meeting on a regular basis to monitor 
progress in implementation of relief activitie. In a meeting was also previously organized 
with donors, ECHO confirmed US$ 3 million would be made available for Togo, Ghana 
and Burkina Faso. OCHA Regional Office in West Africa fielded a mission in Togo on 3 
October to discuss response to floods with the UN Resident Coordinator. 
 
 
 
OCHA Regional Office in West Africa is centralising existing information and issuing 
weekly situation reports. Other documents related to floods in West Africa are available 
in OCHA ROWA website at http://ochaonline2.un.org/Default.aspx?tabid=10305 and in 
reliefweb at http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/dbc.nsf/doc108?OpenForm&emid=FL-2007-
000141-NGA&rc=1  
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For more information, please contact M. Ndiaga Seck at: seckn@un.org or Mrs. Katy Thiam at: 
thiamk@un.org  
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West Africa Floods Matrix 

Last Updated : 10 October 2007 
 

Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs - Regional Office for West Africa - Information Management Unit 
Population  

Country 
 

Localities 
Affected Displaced Deaths Source 

 
Gvt 

Appeal 
 

Response Gap 
Period of 

Flood 
Status of Request 

Guinea 

Mamou 
(Tolo, 

Dounet) 
Dinguiraye  

20685   Un/gvt  

joint rapid assessment 
mission (FAO, WFP, WHO, 
SENAH/Ministry of Interior 

and Ministry of Public 
Health) to Mamou (25 to 28 

September 2007) 

food, crops 
and 

vegetable 
seeds, 
farming 
tools, 

deworming 
and 

antimaleria 
drugs as 
well as 
school 

supplies.   

September   

Burkina 

Hauts 
bassins, 
Regions 

Centre-Est, 
Plateau 
Central, 
Centre, 
Nord, 

Centre-
Nord, 

Centre-Sud, 
Boucle du 
Mouhoun, 
Cascades, 
Sahel et 
Centre-
Ouest 

92 970 28000 46 Conasur/Gov Yes 

Gov 400 million CFA 
($800,000) for food, 

medicine but more needed. 
Morocco, Red Cross 

Movement, UNICEF, NGOs. 

food + 400 
tents (28 
people 
each) +  

NFI 

August 
and 

September 

 
-Flash appeal under 
preparation 
                              
- On 4 October: arrival from 
Brindisi of 35 mt emergency goods 
B9including 5.000 jerry cans, 
4.000 mosquito net, 244 tents 
(value USD310,000) for 50,000 
people 
 

C. d'Ivoire 
 

Agboville 
 

2 000   IRIN    August  

Gambia Sinchu Bala 300   FICR    

 
July and 
August 
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Ghana 

Northern 
Region, 

Upper east, 
Upper 

West, parts 
of Western 

region 

332 600  56 Gov Yes 

UNDAC, UN, NGOs, Red 
Cross, ECHO (500,000 

euros), DFID, USAID, GVT 
(3,3 M USD) WFP (25 MT of 

High Energy Biscuits) 

 
August 

and 
September 

 Ghana CERF approved:  $ 
2,496,956 (UNICEF:  • 
Assistance to flood victims 
$235,756• Health sector support 
for flood victims in the three 
northern regions of Ghana, parts 
of western, and Volta Region 
$168,201• Assistance to flood 
victims $80,765 
FAO:  Emergency supply of 
fertilizers for flood-affected 
farmers $252,413 
UNFPA: Health sector support for 
flood victims in the three northern 
regions of Ghana, partsof western, 
and Volta Region $259,871 
WFP:  Assistance to populations 
displaced by floods 
$1,499,950)and Flash Appeal 
under preparation 

Liberia Monrovia 17000  1 UNMIL    August  

Mali 

(Régions de 
Kayes, 

Koulikoro, 
Sikasso, 
Segou, 
Mopti) 

42 662 4576 9 DPC/Gov  

 
356 tonnes of cereals 

(GVT)WFP (food for 15,000 
people in August, to 20,000 

people over 3 months) 

WFP 
expressed 
need for 1 

million 
USD 

July & 
August 

CERF approved   USD1,017,103 
UNICEF:  Assistance to flood 
victims ($476,029) 
WFP:  Assistance to flood victims 
($541,074)                                   
Relief items from Brindisi 
expected in Mali 

Mauritania 
Tintane, 

Gorgol and 
Assaba 

51 000   FICR Yes 

UN, NGOs, Red Cross 
Movement, ECHO, USAID, 
Algeria, Germany, Qatar, 
Libya, Tunisia etc) WFP 

(food to 12,425) 

 
August & 

Sept 

WFP have appealed for donors to 
contribute US$3.8 million or 4,440 
metric tons of food to head off a 
three-month break in supplies for 
the benefit of flood victims and 
expected repatriated Mauritanian 
refugees from Senegal. 

Niger 

30 localities 
in all 

regions of 
Niger 

57 264  7 Gov  

 
BCPR (75,000 USD), WFP 
(,1604,52 Mts of food), 

NGOs, Red Cross Movement, 
GVT (37, 715 USD), Canada 
(200,000 USD), West African  

Economic and Monetary 
Union (53000USD) 

 

112,715 
USD + 
21,862 

blankets + 
21,862 

mosquito 
nets 

Need of 
USD 

53579 
(4921 

blankets 
and 3493 
mosquito 

nets 

No indication of either a Flash 
Appeal or a CERF at this time.  

Needs of blankets and mosquito 
nets have been revised downwards 

to allow a repartition per 
household instead of per 

individual.  

Nigeria 
 

Plateau, 
50 000  68 IRIN  

Action Aid, Red Cross 
Movement 

 
August & 

Sept 
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Borno, 
Lagos, 
Kebbi, 
Taraba, 
Sokoto, 

Nassarawa 
 

Senegal 
Saint Louis, 
Diourbel, 

Thies 
5300  8 IFRC  Gov, Red Cross Movement  

 
August & 

Sept 
 

 

 
Sierra 
Leone 

 

Kroo Bay 
area 

(Freetown) 
4 500   SC  SC,  August  

Benin 
nord Benin 
(Malaville) 

2 000   Media    

 
Mid 

September 
 

 

Togo 

North 
eastern 
region 

Savanes 
(Oti, Tone, 
Kpendial, 

Tandjouare, 
Cinkasse) 

with 
alarming 
rate of 

malnutrition 

127880 13764 23 Gov/UN Yes 

GVT (100,000 $), RC, ECHO 
(500,000 euros), WFP (56 
tons),UNICEF (100,000$ in 

kits) 

 
Estimated 

at 
2,653,929$ 

of which 
WFP needs 

US$ 1.4 
million 

(2,300 MT) 
for 2 

months 
rations to 
60,000 
people 

 

August & 
Sept 

Togo CERF approved: 
 Rapid Response at $1.415.260  

Total 806361 44 059 218  

 


