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Kenya calls for collective efforts to resolve 
Somali crisis: Kenya on Tuesday 17

th
 August 

called on the international community to find 

ways of addressing the political instability in war-

torn Somalia. 

During a meeting with the UN Special 

Representative for Somalia, Augustine Mahiga, 

Kenya’s Foreign Affairs Minister Moses 

Wetangula Moses Wetangula said that the 

situation in Somalia cannot be addressed solely by 

an institution or an individual, and called for an 

comprehensive plan of action by the various 

stakeholders. Wetangula noted that there was 

broad consensus that the Transitional Federal 

Government (TFG) of Somalia required 

considerable support to enable it secure the larger 

part of the country and provide basic services to 

the population. 

He urged the envoy to impress on the UN and 

other key partners to provide the necessary 

equipment and facilities to the Somali 

government. 

The minister also reiterated the need for dialogue 

and assured the envoy that the Inter-Governmental 

Authority on Development (IGAD) would 

endeavor to forge consensus between the TFG and 

the opposing forces. 

Speaking during the meeting, Mahiga promised to 

oversee a more proactive, consultative and 

improved partnership during his term as the 

United Nations Secretary General Special 

Representative for Somalia. 

The UN has increased representation of the UN 

Political Office in Somalia (UNPOS) which 

should help to further the peace process in the 

country. Within the next few months, UNPOS 

will have increased numbers of both international 

and national staff in Garowe and Hargeisa, and in 

the self-declared autonomous regions of Puntland 

and Somaliland, respectively, to join national staff 

already on the ground. 

Critical gaps' exist Somalia assistance: United 

Nations Resident and Humanitarian Coordinator 

for Somalia, Mark Bowden, says there are 

"critical gaps" in assistance in some of the key 

areas where the Somali people need help. 

According to Mr. Bowden, although donors have 

been generous in giving to Somalia, the amount of 

humanitarian assistance coming to the war- torn 

country has gone smaller and smaller in 

proportion to the need. 

In 2009, assistance to Somalia amounted to USD 

650 million yet there is still that level of need. 

Water, sanitation and shelter are all poorly 

funded. 

Bowden said so far the piracy had not affected the 

humanitarian response in Somalia because the 

assistance provided to the country is protected by 

naval convoys. 

He added that Somalia was probably the world 

largest and most complicated humanitarian crises. 

SO KakumaSO KakumaSO KakumaSO Kakuma    
Energies de Portugal (EDP) Project: Solar 

installations at Kakuma mission hospital have 

been completed. Installations are currently 

ongoing at the doctors’ residence. These are two 

1kW PV systems for powering lighting systems in 

the main hospital building and houses for the 

doctors.  In addition, prototypes for street light 

posts and water pumping posts have been 

completed.  

On 18
th
 August, two technical support persons 

from Brazil arrived in Kakuma to install the water 

systems in Don Bosco demonstration farm and 

Kakuma 1, zone 3 area. 

GOK, Refugees and IPs Peace building 
meetings: With the change of population balance, 

cross nationality relationships are becoming a 
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norm within the camp. As such, peace education 

has become more important than before in 

ensuring peaceful co-existence amongst the 

various communities. Accordingly therefore, on 

17
th
 – 19

th
 August, UNHCR, the GOK and other 

focal agencies dealing with community structures 

and security held meetings with community 

leaders. During the meetings, it was noted that 

refugee administration systems need to be 

revamped to to be more inclusive to minimize 

conflicts arising from clan related disagreements, 

leadership disputes and mainstreaming of 

minority groups such as women and disabled 

persons. The leaders pledged their support in 

eradicating causes of insecurity such as illegal 

brews, enhance community policing and promote 

peaceful co-existence.  

SO DadaabSO DadaabSO DadaabSO Dadaab    
Ifo II Development: Progress on the Ifo 2 

development has been mixed, due to 

confrontations with the host community. UNHCR 

Implementing Partners and the District Officer 

have been variously threatened and, or issued with 

instructions to either stop work on the Ifo 

extension or to later the work in the interest of 

area politicians. 

In a related development, UNHCR received a 

letter from the Chairman of the Fafi District 

Council with an ultimatum to commence 

construction of refugee shelter using Interlocking 

Stabilization Soil Blocks (ISSB) within 30 days. 

According to the letter, failure to do so will result 

in the host community stopping all shelter related 

activities.  The matter has been taken up with the 

District Officer and discussed with the CDC 

Secretary who has assured UNHCR that work in 

Hagadera camp will not obstructed. 

BO NaiBO NaiBO NaiBO Nairobirobirobirobi    
The Nubian Exhibition in Kenya: The Nubian 

exhibition - "Kenyan Nubians Then and Now" 

was set up at the Go Down Arts Centre in Nairobi 

between 17
th
 July and 15

th
 August. The exhibition 

which was supported by UNHCR and the Open 

Society Institute combined rare historical 

photographs of the Nubian community in Kenya. 

The exhibition was hosted by reknowned artist 

Greg Constantine, a freelance photographer. It is 

part of a larger Greg Constantine project referred 

to as “Nowhere People”, on the lives and 

struggles of minority groups who have been 

facing nationality problems.    

The exhibition attracted a lot of attention from the 

Nubian community, who took the time to share 

their experiences and pictures with the 

photographer and attended the exhibition ensuring 

community ownership. The exhibition attracted 

visitors from all walks of life including members 

of the civil society, numbering at least 25 a day. It 

brought to the fore the challenges of the Nubian 

community and their traditions and heritage. Mr. 

Constantine on Thursday 17
th
 appeared on the 

national network Citizen Television where he 

spoke about the plight of the stateless Sudanese 

living in Kibera. 

Registration Statistics 16th to 20th August 2010 

Location Total BDI COD ERT ETH ICO RWA SOM SUD UGA 

Total 

Registered in 

2010 

Nairobi 226   4 2 32 1 5 177 5   9,781 

Dadaab 1,465   4   44     1,413 4   36,365 

Kakuma 197 5 15   7     58 106 6 7,025 

Total 1,888 5 23 2 83 1 5 1,648 115 6 53,171 

 


