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TYPHOON MANGKHUT  
 

BRIEF | as of 20 September 2018 

Typhoon Mangkhut (local name: Ompong) made landfall in 

Baggao, Cagayan, Northern Luzon early morning of Saturday 

(15 September) with maximum sustained winds of 205 km/h 

near the centre and gusts up to 285 km/h. The typhoon has 

caused landslides, damage to buildings and homes, and 

intermittent loss of power. The areas affected by Typhoon 

Mangkhut were largely agricultural, and disruptions in 

agricultural production in the affected areas, including on 

staple food rice and corn, will negatively impact the food 

supply for the following months. Farmers and fisherfolk will 

need appropriate and immediate support to resume 

economic activities and rehabilitate small-scale agriculture 

infrastructure to minimize prolonged dependence on food aid. 

 

$ 
USD 314 million (at least) 
Estimated damage to the agriculture sector  
 

731,294 metric tonnes (at least) 
of crops lost, including rice, corn, high value crops, 
root crops 
 

636 908 hectares (at least) 
of agricultural areas affected in the hardest hit 
regions in terms of damage to agriculture  
 

288 150 farmers and fisherfolk (at least) 
directly affected by the typhoon 
 
 
 

 

Source: Department of Agriculture 

 

IMPACTS TO AGRICULTURE AND LIVELIHOODS 
 Initial reports from the Department of Agriculture (DA) indicate that at least 288 150 farmers and fisherfolk were directly affected 

by Typhoon Mangkhut. The DA estimates that Typhoon Mangkhut affected at least 636 908 hectares of agricultural areas, with 

damages and losses of at least USD314 million (Php16.8 billion) on rice, corn, high-value crops, root crops, livestock/poultry, 

fisheries, and infrastructure. Of this, rice contributed to the largest share of losses amounting to USD214 million (Php11.5 billion), 

followed by corn at USD84 million (Php4.5 billion). The fisheries sector suffered damages and losses of USD121 000 

(Php6.94million). Assessment activities are underway in order to validate the full extent of damages. 
 

 Majority of the affected population are dependent on farming and fishing for their major sources of livelihood. The impact of the 

typhoon led to missed harvest for farmers for the harvest season of September to October, as well as disruptions in fisheries 

operations, leading to foregone incomes and disruption in the food supply chain. It also caused damages to agricultural 

infrastructure, which are critical in agriculture production and fishing, post-harvest and storage. If not immediately addressed, this 

may lead to food insecurity and malnutrition, dependence on food aid and more financial difficulties as the affected farmers and 

fisherfolk try to recoup and recover from their losses, which may lead them to utilize further credit and financing facilities. 
 

 It is critical that affected farmers and fisherfolk receive appropriate and timely emergency agricultural assistance, including rice 

and corn seeds for immediate planting for the November/December planting season, fertilizers for rice and corn, vegetable seeds, 

hand tools, as well as equipment for planting and harvesting, fingerlings, feeds, fishing gear and equipment to resume income-

generating activities and minimize prolonged dependence on food aid. At the same time, early recovery assistance on 

rehabilitation of damaged small-scale agriculture infrastructure is needed in order to enable productive capacities and facilitate 

linkage of the farmers to markets/agribusiness value chain, restore income-generating activities for livelihoods and the food supply 

chain. 

Conclusions given herein are considered appropriate at the time of its preparation.  
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FAO ACTIVITIES  

TYPHOON MANGKHUT 
       BRIEF | AS OF 20 SEPTEMBER 2018 

 Local authorities are continuing efforts on search and 

rescue and debris-clearing. A Philippine Government-

led rapid damage assessment will be carried out in 

affected areas of Region II and CAR. Humanitarian 

partners will be participating in the coordinated 

assessments. 
 

 The government through the Department of Foreign 

Affairs (DFA) has also activated the Philippine 

International Humanitarian Assistance Cluster (PIHAC), 

to assess the possibility of calling for humanitarian aid 

from foreign states and organizations pending the 

determination of extent of damages and needs of the 

affected areas. The government has not yet issued any 

call for international assistance. 
 

 The United Nations Office for the Coordination of 

Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) is coordinating with the 

Office of Civil Defense and the National Disaster Risk 

Reduction and Management Council (NDRRMC) for the 

UN Humanitarian Country Team’s participation in 

Government-led rapid needs assessments.  
 

 The DA has been conducting damage and loss 

assessments to determine appropriate response and 

recovery measures to assist affected farmers and 

fisherfolk.  
 

 The Department of Social Welfare and Development 

(DSWD) has begun providing relief assistance to 

affected families and individuals, including distributing 

food packs, hygiene kits and sleeping kits.  

 

GOVERNMENT RESPONSE  

 

 To further enhance abovementioned maps, FAO is working with 

DOST - Advanced Science and Technology Institute (ASTI) to 

conduct damage assessment using satellite and imaging 

technologies and geospatial data analytics. These maps can be 

used by DA as part of FAO’s support in their preparedness 

activities in partnership with DOST.  

 

 FAO is working and coordinating closely with the United Nations 

Humanitarian Country Team (HCT) to ensure that agriculture, 

livelihoods, food security and nutrition needs are addressed. FAO 

is participating in the formulation of the HCT Typhoon Mangkhut 

Humanitarian Action Plan to ensure that food security and 

agriculture concerns are reflected accordingly. 

 

 In coordination with the UN-HCT, FAO teams are participating in 

coordinated rapid needs assessments particularly for agriculture, 

livelihoods and food security and nutrition in the affected 

regions, to help in determining interventions and eventual 

response to augment government assistance, if needed. 

 

It is highly important to be able to support affected farmers and 

fisherfolk and provide emergency assistance in immediately 

restoring their production activities and livelihoods, including 

provision of agricultural inputs and related trainings, to resume 

income-generating activities and minimize prolonged 

dependence on food aid. They also need early recovery 

assistance to facilitate linkage/reintegration into the market 

and the agricultural value chain. This would involve 

rehabilitation of damaged small-scale agricultural and fisheries 

infrastructure, trainings for alternative livelihood options 

(agriculture production, post-harvest and food processing), and 

resilience-building. Following preliminary needs assessments, 

FAO is seeking to mobilise at least USD 9 million (USD6 million 

for emergency response and USD3 million for early recovery) 

initial funding to augment government assistance if needed in 

supporting farmers to reclaim their lost livelihoods and address 

food security and nutrition needs.  

 

 FAO has developed with the DA maps showing projected 

and actual initial damage assessments of Typhoon 

Mangkhut to the agriculture sector, the latter showing 

value of damages and losses in in Regions I, II, III, IV-A 

and CAR. This builds on FAO’s work on building resilience 

of vulnerable farming and fishing communities and 

related government capacities to both natural and 

human-induced disasters. 

 

 Information generated by the maps are now helping in 

terms of emergency response planning, and FAO intends 

to further improve and expand the use of these maps in 

the future not just for emergencies but also for 

development plans. 

Farmers in Santa Praxedes in Cagayan province save what is left from their rice 

farms after the onslaught of Typhoon Mangkhut. Harvest season was supposed to 

be in two weeks’ time. (Photo: FAO/Abet Aduna) 

http://www.fao.org/philippines

