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PROJECTED FOOD ASSISTANCE NEEDS FOR MARCH 2013 
 

This section summarizes FEWS NET’s most forward-looking analysis of projected external emergency food assistance needs, six months from now, in countries where FEWS NET 

has a staff presence. Overall needs at a national level are compared to typical needs at this time of year during the last five years and categorized as Above-average, Average, or 
Below-average/No need. A star (*) indicates new information this month. Projected lean season months that are highlighted in red indicate either an early start or an extension to 
the typical lean season. For more detail on these projections, please visit www.fews.net.  

ABOVE-AVERAGE ASSISTANCE NEEDS PROJECTED IN MARCH 2013 
  

*BURKINA FASO: Agricultural season progressing well Projected agropastoral lean season: July - September 
Indications of a good agricultural season will not greatly reduce the need for continued humanitarian assistance among refugee populations. 
 

*GUATEMALA: Below-average rainfall affects primera yields in the dry corridor  Projected lean season: January/February - Sep/Oct 
Below-average rains in July considerably affected subsistence farmers’ maize and bean crops in the dry corridor. Second season rains could be 
affected by the likely El Niño event, potentially affecting postrera yields.  
 

*NIGER: Tillaberi region facing continued food insecurity  Projected lean season: June - September 
Seasonal progress has been generally good, though rice production in the river zone will be impacted by flooding, particularly in Tillaberi region. 
Refugees and food insecure host populations in Tillaberi will continue to require food assistance in March. 
 

*MALAWI: Maize prices continue to increase in the southern and central regions Projected southern lean season: July - March 
Government maize stocks in southern markets are nearly depleted, so private traders are selling maize from central Malawi to local markets in 
the southern region at significantly higher prices. A Crisis/Emergency (IPC Phase 3/4) is expected over the coming five months due to high prices, 
reduced crop production, and limited wage labor income.  
 

*MALI: Flooding in central Mali impacting local crop production Projected agropastoral lean season: July- September 
Agricultural production at the country level is favorable. However, flooding in central Mali and seed access constraints in agropastoral areas in the 
north and south may result in localized cereal shortfalls. Assistance will be required for IDPs and to avert worsening food insecurity in the north. 
 

*MAURITANIA: Slow start of season but gradual improvement Projected agropastoral lean season: April - August 
Seed access constraints and inconsistent rainfall distribution have delayed the full start of season and pasture regeneration in some agropastoral 
rainfed cropping zones, although conditions are slowly improving. Refugees in the southeast will continue to require food assistance in March. 
 

RWANDA: Refugees will require food assistance Projected lean season: September - November 
The increasing number of newly displaced refugees from Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) will require assistance.  
 

SOUTH SUDAN: Insecurity, population movements, and high food prices Projected lean season (border areas): April - August 

Although seasonal rainfall is expected to be at least average, harvests may be average to below average due to reduced area planted and heavy 
rains and flooding in some areas.  Additional heavy rains are forecast for September across the country. 

 

SUDAN: Conflict in South Kordofan, Blue Nile, and Darfur  Projected lean season: April/May - August 

Seasonal rainfall has been very good to date, but crop production will be below-average in areas affected by conflict (South Kordofan and Blue 
Nile) and areas affected by recent heavy rains and flooding.  
 

AVERAGE ASSISTANCE NEEDS PROJECTED IN MARCH 2013 
 

*DJIBOUTI: Needs expected in northwest, southeast, and peri-urban areas Projected lean season: June - August 
Food security has stabilized due to good seasonal rains, continued humanitarian interventions, and increased gifts during Ramadan and the Feast 
of Eid El Fitr. However, needs remain in some areas due to consecutive past poor seasons, and heavy rains this season around Ali Sabieh. 
 

*ETHIOPIA: Early lean seasons likely due to poor Belg Projected eastern marginal lean season: February - June 
March needs are likely to be above average in some Belg-dependent areas including some eastern marginal Meher-producing zones, northern 
Somali, root crop-dependent areas of SNNPR, and the southeastern and southern highlands in Segen and South Omo zones of SNNPR. 
 

*HAITI: Spring harvest losses and Hurricane Isaac compound food access  Projected lean season: April - June 
Preliminary spring season estimates indicate an overall below-average harvest, with significant losses in parts of the north, northwest, northeast, 
Grand-Anse, and the southeast. Hurricane Isaac caused additional losses, mostly in the southern peninsula. Second season rain forecasts are 
below average. 
 

ZIMBABWE: Food prices rise in the south and southwest areas   Projected lean season: October - February 
Staple cereal prices in some districts in the south and southwestern provinces continue to rise above the national average and households that 
have depleted their food reserves will continue to rely on market purchases for food.  
 

BELOW-AVERAGE ASSISTANCE NEEDS OR NO ASSISTANCE NEEDS PROJECTED IN MARCH 2013 
 

AFGHANISTAN, CHAD, KENYA, MOZAMBIQUE, NIGERIA (none), UGANDA, SOMALIA, ZAMBIA (none) 

http://www.fews.net/
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FEWS NET REMOTE MONITORING  
 

Beyond “presence” countries where it maintains offices and staff, FEWS NET also monitors key indicators related to food security in selected “non-presence” countries. The table 
below summarizes the current monitoring status of each non-presence country.  

 
 

BURUNDI - 
Harvesting of Season B crops is completed, improving food availability across the country. Production is expected to be 
below average to average due to an early end to the season and flooding in some areas. 

EL SALVADOR - A high probability of El Niño could mean below-normal rainfall, potentially affecting postrera harvests.   

HONDURAS  
Households in the south report low food reserves. Forecasts indicate a high probability of El Niño, with potential 
impacts on postrera harvests.   

LIBERIA - A normal harvest and post-harvest season is expected for October-January, even in refugee concentration areas. 

*NICARAGUA - Food insecurity due to 2012 below average or erratic rainfall is unlikely before March/April 2013.  

SENEGAL - 
Livelihood strategies and assistance are sufficient to meet food needs through the lean season in September. An 
average October-December harvest is expected. 

SIERRA LEONE - 
A normal harvest is expected in October; emergency assistance needs are unlikely for the 2012/13 consumption year. 
The growing cholera caseload should be monitored. 

TAJIKISTAN  Remittances set another monthly record level in July 2012 as early cereal harvest estimates are above last year. 

TANZANIA - Increasing supplies from the Masika harvest have resulted in maize prices stabilizing at high levels across the country. 

*YEMEN  

Access to assistance prompted more returns to southern conflict-affected areas than expected. Concerns remain 
about below-average harvests, poor food/water access, and above-average rates of acute malnutrition in coastal 
lowlands. 

 Important anomalies in proximate causes of food insecurity have been observed and outcomes corresponding to Crisis (IPC Phase 3) or higher on the IPC Acute 
Food Insecurity Phase Scale are likely to occur now or in the future. 

  Important anomalies in proximate causes of food insecurity have been observed and outcomes corresponding to IPC Phase 2 Stressed on the the IPC Acute Food 
Insecurity Phase Scale are likely to occur now or in the future. 

 -   No anomalies of concern have been observed. 

 

  

LEAN SEASONS IN FEWS NET MONITORED COUNTRIES AND REGIONS 
Country/Region Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May 

Ethiopia – Meher cropping             

Ethiopia – Belg Cropping             

Ethiopia – Pastoral             

Somalia – Cropping    Southern Agropastoral       

Somalia/Kenya – Pastoral             

Kenya – SE Marginal cropping             

Djibouti – Central/NW pastoral             

Yemen             

Sudan             

Uganda – Unimodal             

Burundi and Rwanda             

Tanzania – Bimodal             

Southern Africa/Unimodal Tanzania  Southern Malawi        

  Mozambique             

West Africa – Sahel (agropast.), Liberia, S. Leone            

West Africa – Sahel (pastoral), Southern Nigeria             

Afghanistan - lowlands             

Tajikistan             

Haiti             

Nicaragua, Guatemala, Honduras, El Salvador             

  Haiti and Guatemala             
            

 FAOB Focus month  Typical lean season  Atypical lean season  Hurricane/Cyclone season 
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