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A helicopter assessment by the UN Mission for Stabilization in Haiti (MINUSTAH) found some areas with 50 
percent destruction or serious damage, with many buildings completely collapsed. Full damage assessments 
will take days to complete. Port-au-Prince and other urban centres, such as Jacmel and Carrefour, are 
affected. The estimated population of Port-au-Prince is 2.8 million, with some 3.5 million people living in areas 
affected by strong shaking from the earthquake.  
 
Casualty numbers are increasing at medical 
facilities. Many victims have been left in the open 
or are still trapped in rubble. The death toll 
remains unknown. A three-level hospital has 
collapsed and the remaining hospitals are no 
longer admitting patients due to lack of capacity.  
 
There is no water supply. Communications are 
down and there is no electricity. Authorities have 
warned of looting and other crimes, in parallel to 
media reports that convicted criminals have 
escaped from a prison, which also collapsed. So 
far, the security situation remains calm.  
 
The first priority for the humanitarian response is 
urgent search-and-rescue assistance, including 
teams with vital heavy-lifting equipment, and 
medical assistance and supplies. Food, clean 
water and sanitation, and emergency shelter are 
also critical. Needs are expected to increase in 
the short term as assessments take place. 
Populations are gathering in open spaces and others are leaving Port-au-Prince for regions in Haiti that may 
not be able to assist with a population influx.  
 
The airport is only operational for humanitarian and military flights. Lack of fuel and the lack of support for off-
loading relief goods are major constraints. Aircraft must be able to return on their own fuel. MINUSTAH began 
positioning trucks and forklifts at the airport today. The port is not operational, with all three cranes destroyed. 
Traffic congestion and debris in the streets are impeding general movement and rescue efforts. 
 

 
I. HIGHLIGHTS/KEY PRIORITIES 
 

• Distribution of aid is underway, with larger-scale work expected in the coming days as supplies 
arrive in-country. 

• The priority for assistance is search-and-rescue assistance, including teams with vital heavy-lifting 
equipment, and medical assistance and supplies. 

• Coordination of assistance is vital. The UN Disaster and Assessment Coordination (UNDAC) team 
and OCHA coordination teams are on the ground. They are coordinating the arrival of search and 
rescue and other assistance at the airport. 

• Six Urban Search and Rescue teams have arrived. An additional 21 teams are due to arrive by the 
end of today. 

• Access to people in need is difficult due to debris and obstacles on the roads. 
 

II. Situation Overview 
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Nine of the 13-person UNDAC team have arrived in country. One UNDAC member is being deployed to 
Santo Domingo to set up and run the coordination effort, relief teams and supplies coming through the 
Dominican Republic.  
 
The Humanitarian Coordinator and most UN agencies, including OCHA, have relocated to a logistics base 
near the airport. UNDAC and the Iceland and US Search-and-Rescue teams have set up a reception centre 
at the airport to assist with coordinating the many incoming teams and humanitarian aid. Base camps are 
being deployed to accommodate international teams.  
 
The Prime Minister is coordinating Government relief efforts. The Government is setting up an operations site 
close to the airport. The UNDAC team will provide telecommunications and logistics support to the 
Government.   
 

The five clusters that have been mobilized so far have met in-country. These are Logistics (WFP); 
Shelter/Non-Food Items (IOM); WatSan (UNICEF); Health (WHO); and Food (WFP). Given the scale of the 
disaster and the toll this has taken on local capacity, global cluster leads have been asked to prioritize 
coordination capacity for the response and deploy dedicated cluster coordinators to support coordination on 
the ground.  
 
The Federation of the Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies has deployed a 12-person Field Assessment 
Coordination Team, five of whom have arrived in-country. Ten Emergency Response Units have been 
deployed with mobile basic health care, water and sanitation kits, and telecommunications equipment.  
 
Search and Rescue 
Six Urban Search and Rescue Teams have arrived. An additional 21 teams are due to arrive by the end of the 
day.  Search and rescue activities are being conducted in Villa Prive, Christopher and Montana.  
 
Health 
Experts from the PAHO/WHO Regional Disaster Response team arrived in the Dominican Republic and were 
to travel to Haiti today. Supplies have been released from PROMESS, the pharmaceutical warehouse of 
Haiti’s Ministry of Health. Trauma kits to care for 500 victims for 10 days are on their way. PAHO/WHO has 
advanced $200,000 from its disaster response fund to initiate immediate critical activities. 
 
A second ICRC plane carrying 40 tonnes of supplies – mainly medical items – is expected to leave Geneva 
this afternoon. The cargo will include specialized kits to help treat the wounded and a kit sufficient to cover the 
basic health needs of 10,000 people over a period of three months. The plane will carry 3,000 body bags and 
materials such as one tonne of chlorine that can be used for water treatment. It is due to arrive in or near 
Port-au-Prince on Friday. 
 
Yesterday, ICRC staff based in Port-au-Prince were able to visit several public hospitals that are still 
functioning, and started to provide them and Haitian Red Cross headquarters with emergency medical 
supplies stockpiled before the disaster struck. The supplies included medicines and other medical items 
needed to treat about 200 hospitalized surgical patients and basic drugs for 1,000 patients with general health 
problems. 
 
Food 
The Food Aid Cluster is working on the presumption that two thirds of those affected are in need of food 
assistance. Therefore, the cluster is working towards meeting the needs of 2 million people. Given the lack of 
water and cooking facilities, there is an immediate need for ready-to-eat foods for an initial seven-day period. 
Based on this, an estimated 14,000 mt of food and 160 mt of high-energy biscuits are needed. 
 
WFP food distributions began on 13 January in Jacmel for approximately 3,000 people located around the 
airport. Distributions in Port-au-Prince are ongoing today. There are military escorts for a further 2,900 
beneficiaries in three locations: Place Boyer, Villa Creole and Primature. These have been identified as areas 
where large numbers of people are concentrated. 
 
 

III. Humanitarian Needs and Response 
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Shelter 
IOM has started the distribution of non-food items including tarpaulins, plastic sheeting, jerry cans, water 
containers and bladders, and some shelter material. IOM has enough stock in the country to assist an 
estimated 10,000 families, but a far greater level of support is needed.  
 
IOM will lead the coordination of emergency shelter and non-food emergency relief aid among humanitarian 
actors responding to the disaster. The Shelter Cluster will include camp management and will develop an NFI 
tracking matrix to assess available equipment. It will publish assessment forms for camps that have been 
established and will circulate them tomorrow to its partners. 
 
WASH 
A cargo plane carrying $500,000 worth of supplies from the UNICEF landed in-country, bringing with it 
enough oral rehydration salts, water purifications tablets, tarpaulins and tents to provide temporary housing 
for 10,000 people. A second plane is due to land today with blankets, tents and jerry cans.  
 
The UNICEF Dominican Republic Country Office will initially be used as the emergency response hub. 
UNICEF Panama has available basic emergency material, such as water purification tablets, 10-litre water 
collapsible containers, trauma kits and refills, tents, education kits, recreation kits, and satellite 
telecommunication systems. Two flights from the Red Cross and WFP will be dispatched from Panama to the 
Dominican Republic with supplies.  
 
The existing UNICEF WASH team, now in Port-au-Prince, has taken over from UNDP on coordination. 
 
Logistics  
The airport is operational for humanitarian and military flights. Air Traffic Control is responding to incoming 
aircraft, but with limited capabilities. There is very limited aircraft-handling capacity. Boeing 757s can land. 
The airstrip is 141-feet wide. The US Air Force is on location at Port-au-Prince airport. 
 
WFP has deployed seven logistics staff to help support relief efforts through the activation of the Logistics 
Cluster. 
 
Emergency Telecommunications 
MINUSTAH will provide ICT infrastructures and support to the humanitarian community in main operational 
areas. To guarantee additional services to the humanitarian community, WFP will lead the Emergency 
Telecommunication Cluster by providing coordinating functions, mainly to NGOs as well as ETC services in 
additional areas setup for relief operations. 
 
Three IT emergency responders departed on Wednesday night from Dubai and Rome. They will transit 
through Panama to arrive in Port-au-Prince on Friday morning. They have equipment to re-establish basic 
communication facilities and initiate inter-agency services. Two IT officers are already in Port-au-Prince doing 
IT assessment work. Five more people are on standby. 
 
Additional equipment is being prepared in Dubai to join a flight scheduled to depart in the next 36 hours. 
Equipment will include solar panels, generators, laptops and wireless equipment to augment the first batch. 
 
Inter-agency teleconferences are being held regularly to ensure relevant information is shared among the 
clusters, and to inform humanitarian IT counterparts how to request and access WFP services in Haiti. 
 
Agriculture 
FAO is active in Port-au-Prince and is implementing a $25 million food production programme. FAO is 
preparing to provide assistance in affected areas as well as in rural areas where an influx of people from Port-
au-Prince is expected. The aim is to be ready to provide agricultural inputs and technical assistance for the 
upcoming March planting season. FAO is preparing needs assessment missions to that effect in the coming 
days as part of the immediate agriculture and food security priorities. 
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MINUSTAH has established an Emergency Joint Operations Center to coordinate support to the overall 
humanitarian effort, which will likely be considerable in the coming days. UNDAC and the Iceland and US 
Search-and-Rescue teams have set up a reception centre at the airport.  
 

 
A Flash Appeal will be launched on Friday. The exact amount has yet to be decided. Additional funding from 
CERF could follow once the Flash Appeal is announced. 
 
The United Nations Foundation has raised over $137,000 for the CERF in just over two days. This amount is 
expected to increase.  
 
All companies that wish to donate funds are urged to use the new UN/business partnership gateway, at 
http://business.un.org.  This function matches offers of support with UN needs.  
 
Below is an overview of the current status of funding support from Governments and organizations. 
 
ORGANIZATION/COUNTRY AMOUNT (USD) ADDITIONAL SUPPORT 
European Commission $4.37 million  
CERF $10 million initially  
United Nations Foundation $1 million  
World Bank $100 million   
   
Australia  $9.3 million  
Belgium $650,000  
Brazil  $5 million  
Britain  $10 million 64 firefighters and 8 SAR 

personnel 
Canada $4.8 million Transport planes, helicopters, a 

hospital ship and disaster-
response team on standby 

China $1 million  
Denmark $1.9 million  
Finland  $1.8 million  
Germany $2.17 million  
Irish telecommunications 
company Digicel 

$5 million Will also help repair the 
damaged phone network 

Italy  $1.46 million  
The Netherlands  $2.91 million 60-person search-and-rescue 

team. 
Spain  $4.37 million 3 planes with rescue teams and 

100 tons of emergency relief 
equipment 

Sweden $850,000 Tents, water purification 
equipment and medical aid 

Switzerland $1.9 million  
United States $100 million 3,500 soldiers; 300 medical 

personnel; 1 aircraft carrier; 3 
amphibious ships. 

TOTAL $268.48 million  

 
 
 
 
 

IV. Coordination 

V. Funding 
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In-kind donations 
From the private sector side, OCHA has received offers of medical supplies and practitioners; water 
equipment and supplies (Siemens and two other companies); generators and equipment to move rubble 
(Caterpillar - supplies in the Dominican Republic); logistical support (DHL, Maersk shipping and a third 
company has offered planes); and emergency telecommunications (Ericsson). 
 
Several initiatives are being undertaken by private corporations to raise funds for charities in Haiti and also 
provide services. These include large corporations in North America such as Digicel Group; National Bank of 
Canada; FedEx Corp; UPS; Kraft; 3M; Scotiabank; General Motors; Campbell Soup; Wells Fargo; Wal-Mart; 
Lowes; American Airlines; ConAgra and Google Inc. 
 
All humanitarian partners, including donors and recipient agencies, are encouraged to inform FTS of cash and 
in-kind contributions by sending an email to: fts@reliefweb.int.  
 

 
Please contact: 
 
New York: Ms. Stephanie Bunker, Spokesperson and Public Information Officer 
bunker@un.org, tel: 1 917 367 5126 
 
Geneva: Mr. Peter Neussl, Humanitarian Affairs Officer, Geographical Coordination and Monitoring Section 
neussl@un.org, tel. + 41 22 917 1511 
 
New York: Ms. Heidi Kuttab, Desk Officer, Coordination and Response Division 
kuttab@un.org, tel. + 1 917367 33 65 
 
For more information, please visit www.reliefweb.int 
 
 

VI. Contact 


