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 Despite the reduction of new arrivals on the shores of Yemen in the last months, humanitarian 
needs remain high and the work of aid agencies and NGOs is still going on. 
The number of Somalis who reached the Yemeni shores by June 2010 is half of the number of those 
who arrived by June 2009 (around 6600 in 2010, versus 13.800 in 2009). The number of Non-Somalis, 
on the contrary, (98% Ethiopians) is basically the same in the last two years (14.300 in 2010, 15.300 in 
2009). 

The first six months of 20101 confirm that, among the migrants who move from the Horn of Africa to 
Yemen, Somalis are outnumbered by people of other nationalities (for the vast majority Ethiopians).
This is coherent with the trend detected in 2009, for the first time since migration on Gulf of Aden and 
Red Sea is monitored.  

The data at the Reception Centers (RCs), where new arrival are encouraged, but not forced to go, 
shows a different trend in the Somali/non Somali composition. There is a reduction in non Somali that is 
correlated with the previous trend: in fact, only 14% of Non-Somalis new arrivals approach a RC once 
arrived in Yemen. As total figures, a 52% reduction of the people seeking assistance at the RCs 
between January and June 2010 (around 8350) and the same period of 2009 (around 17.800)2. 

Comparing the historical data on migration to Yemen, it is worth noting that in 2010 the average number 
of Non-Somalis approaching reception centers is only half (14%) of the number (29%) registered from 
2007 to 2009. Reception centers play a crucial role in ensuring a prompt response  to the new arrivals 
for health assistance, counseling, orientation, SGBV prevention and response , and temporary 
document to access asylum (for Somalis only, due to the fact that they are entitled to a prima facie 
recognition, while people of other nationalities have to go through individual refugee status 
determination)  and to facilitate the request of asylum within 10 days through UNHCR offices in Yemen 
(for the Non Somalis). Migrants who do not pass through RCs are weaker in term of assistance received 
and legal status acquired in the country of arrival.  

1. Aggregated data including July and August could be misleading due to the different sea conditions in the monsoon season in 2009 and 2010 and the difference in 
the Ramadan occurrence. 

2. UNHCR 2006-2009 New Arrival. June 27th, 2010



In order to achieve a comprehensive picture of the Somalis’ movements, it is worth to remind that that a 
general reduction of the migration flow from Somalia outward is taking place: while in Yemen the number 
of Somali new arrivals dropped by half, in Kenya such a number dropped by one third (44,385 in the first 
six months of 2009 compared to 29,848 in the same period this year)3.

The only exception in the region is the migration of Somali to Ethiopia, where the number of new arrival 
increased from about 8.400 in January-June of 2009 to 12,300 in 2010.

The situation in Somalia has not improved in the last years, and the number of internally displaced 
increases day by day. The reduction of movements to Yemen may be partially explained by three 
reasons. A first one is the general instability that the country of asylum is facing due to the internal 
conflicts and to the recent incidents related to the presence of AQAP. This instability, as a side 
consequence, is making any further movements from Yemen to third countries (as Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia) more difficult. A second reason may be represented by the increased fight carried by Punt Land’s 
Authority against the smugglers, which is making the departures more difficult. In the third place, the 
increasing number of check points on the way from the major Southern Somalia’s towns to the North, as 
reported by the new arrivals, may hinder the decision to flee due to the risk of violence and abuses on 
the road. 

The number of Non-Somali, almost all of whom Ethiopians, arrived to Yemen shows how they seem to 
avoid almost systematically (86% of the cases) the reception centers. Based on the current Yemeni 
migration law, illegal entry in the country is sanctioned by detention, and deportation to the country of 
origin, if resources are available. It must be noted that this law is   interpreted in different ways according 
to the area of arrival. On the Gulf of Aden the migrants are allowed, despite their nationality, to reach 
UNHCR reception center and receive basic assistance, as well as the chance to apply for asylum within 
ten days, from the date of arrival without the risk of being arrested or deported during this period. On the 
Red Sea coast, instead, Non-Somalis are not transferred to the reception center by the humanitarian 
actors, except for those which show major and visible health, SGBV, or other problems. 

Considering that 85% of the Non-Somali arrive in Yemen on the Red Sea coast, the fear to be arrested 
and deported leads to the fact that only 1% of them is transported to a RC, versus the 93% of Non-
Somalis transported to RCs in the Gulf of Aden. A fruitful discussion is ongoing between UN agencies, 
NGOs and the GoY on this regards, in order to avoid that people in need of international protection can 
be arbitrary detained or be denied the access to basic protection. 

The first eight months of 2010 confirm the concerns related to the condition of the new arrivals in terms 
of vulnerability and special needs, as highlighted by the heightened risk assessment exercise conducted 
by INTERSOS and funded by UNHCR, on the new arrivals population.   INTERSOS risk assessment 
assessed more than 700 individuals as persons most at risk (94% Somalis, 6% Non Somalis), which 
represent approximately 7% of the overall number of NAs. 

The exercise, conducted in two reception centers (Mayfa Reception Center and Kharaz Reception 
Center- located in the Kharaz refugee camp area), targets mainly Somalis, for the above mentioned 
reason.  Despite this the data gathered shows an increasing number of Ethiopians in need of legal 
protection. The data gathered through interviews shows as well that the conditions for those arriving by 
crossing the Red Sea are harsh, as they mostly depart from Djibouti, where an insecure and unsafe area 
is reported with evidence of robberies, physical assaults, SGBV incidents. 

3. Adrian Edwards, UNHCR spokesperson, press briefing, on 2 July 2010, at the Palais des Nations in Geneva



The graphs show that females are the strong majority (87%) of people identified at risk and among the 
people coming to KRC from MRC, ARC and Bab el Mandab gathering point and that 46% of the risk 
assessed is high, and 52% is medium.

In terms of categories, “Women at risk” is the first category o risk (59%), followed by “Unaccompanied/
Separated Minor” (27%). “Survivor at Violence and Torture” are 5%, “Health Needs/Disabilities” 
contributes with 4% and “Legal Protection” with 3%.  1% is the percentage of the “Older Persons at 
Risk”.

For any further information please contact Marco Procaccini – INTERSOS Profiling Officer in Yemen.  
Email: profiling.aden.yemen@intersos.org
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