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Este cubre el período de  23/11/09 al 25/11/09.              El próximo reporte será emitido el o alrededor del 26/11/09. 
 

 
Uruguay is facing a severe flood situation, mainly in the North of the Country, with more 

than 4.000 people evacuated from their homes and relocated in public facilities and other places that 
are being used as shelters for the emergency situation. There has also been one death. Rain has been 
particularly intense in the past few days in that area, and the situation is expected to worsen due to 
additional precipitation, rains in Southern Brazil and the increase of the river flows. In the next few 
days the number of evacuated people could reach 10.000. Local capacities are being overwhelmed. 

 
 

 
Several Departments of our country are being affected by floods. The most affected one is 

Artigas, one of the poorest Departments of Uruguay which at the moment accounts for around half 
of evacuated people. At the moment, that figure reaches more than 1.800 people. Artigas is 
particularly vulnerable due to the proximity of the main hydroelectric dam of the country which is 
operating at its maximum capacity. In Salto there are reports of around 1.500 people that have been 
evacuated.  Paysandú has evacuated around 400 people. 

 
All the north region of the country is under weather alert, since heavy rainfall is expected for 

the next hours. Official forecast sustains that, apart from copious rainfall above 100 mm in a six-
hour period, there could also be strong winds of up to 120 kilometers per hour. There is concern 
about predictions of more heavy rain episodes in the season due to the El Niño phenomenon that is 
affecting our region.  

 
It has been announced that almost 40 schools are closed with different kind of damages, most 

of them with accessibility problems and some with serious structural problems. Several school 
buildings are being used as shelters.  

 
Additionally, agriculture production has also been affected by the floods and rainfall.  In 

particular wheat, soybeans and rice, which were at their harvest season. The impacts have not yet 
been assessed.  

 
The floods caused severe damage to public infrastructure including roads and bridges (Salto 

has been particularly affected). National highways and local roads remain closed due to water level. 
Certain rural areas have been isolated by the floods, with no electric energy.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

I.  LO MÁS IMPORTANTE 

II. VISIÓN GENERALIZADA DE LA SITUACIÓN 
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The Departments are being exceeded in their capacities, especially regarding relocation and 

sheltering, and more people are expected to be evacuated from their homes. In connection to this, 
cloths, blankets, mattresses, shoes, nonperishable food and basic supplies are being required and 
distributed by the authorities. There is demand for cleaning and disinfection articles to avoid 
spreading of diseases and allow an immediate return to the houses as soon as the water recedes.  

 
The Minister of Public Health, María Julia Muñoz, sustained today that hygiene measures 

have to be increased in the shelters due to the appearance of cases of diarrheal diseases and 
respiratory infections.  

 
By the end of this week the Red Cross will have conducted an assessment of the situation 

providing additional information about humanitarian needs.  
 
 

 
The Departamental Emergency Committee are making their maximum effort to coordinate 

response activities at the local level and also with the other institutions of the National Emergency 
System (SNE), which has established a set of measures involving the different Ministries and 
affected local governments. Tents are being sent to all places without enough shelters, in particular 
Salto, Durazno, Paysandú, and Artigas. Other urgent humanitarian supplies such as mattresses are 
being sent and efforts are being done to restore electricity to isolated populations. At the moment 
there is an effective coordination of the SNE, which is also in close coordination with UNETE.  
 
The available updated information is being shared by the involved institutions and need assessments 
are being elaborated by the authorities.   
 
 
 

 
An initial request of emergency and relief supplies estimated in USD 200.000 has been addressed by 
the SNE to the Ministry of Economy and Finance for the most affected Departments. However, 
because of the deterioration of the situation and according to new estimates, SNE considers that an 
additional USD 160.000 for immediate response. These items include mattresses, clothings, 
cleaning, first need supplies and sanitary products to prevent infectious diseases in shelters. Needs 
for additional tents and basic toilets are expected.  
 
Todos los socios humanitarios incluyendo donantes y agencias recipientes se les exhorta a informar al FTS 
sobre dinero en efectivo o cualquier contribución a través de un correo electrónico al e- 
mail to: fts@reliefweb.int. 

III. NECESIDADES Y RESPUESTA HUMANITARIAS  

IV. COORDINACIÓN 

V. FINANCIAMIENTO 
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Contacts in Uruguay  
 
Mr. Pablo Mandeville, United Nations Resident Coordinator  
pablo.mandeville@undp.org 
 
Kindly copy Ms. Silvia da Rin Pagnetto (silvia.darinpagnetto@undp.org), Advisor to the Resident 
Coordinator, and Mr. Marcos Dotta (marcos.dotta@undp.org).  
Phone: (598.2) 412 33 56-59 
Fax: (598.2) 412 33 60  
J. Barrios Amorín 870, 3rd. Floor. 
 
Mr. Antonio Morales, United Nations Resident Coordinator a.i. (until 26th November, 2009). 
antonio.morales@fao.org ,  
Phone: (598 2) 901.73.40 
 
Mr. Rafael Bernardi, UNETE Coordinator 
rafael.bernardi@undp.org  
Phone: (598.2) 412 33 56-59 ext. 134 
Mobile. (598) 99898104 
 
 
Para más información, por favor visite  http://www.sne.gub.uy/ 

VI. CONTACTO 
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Figure: Number of evacuated people in each city and department of Uruguay. Also indicates water level. 
 


