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This report was issued by RDRA Office for Central Asia, based on information provided by Tajik disaster management 
coordination system (REACT) and the UN Resident Coordinator Office. It covers the period of 21- 31 May 2009. This is the last 
OCHA situation report on Tajikistan flood. Further situation updates will be provided by REACT team in Tajikistan at 
www.untj.org 
 

 

 
I. HIGHLIGHTS/KEY PRIORITIES 
 

• More than 12,000 flood affected people are still in need of urgent assistance; 
• Water and Sanitation is the highest priority for 3,000 displaced in camps; 
• Humanitarian partnership in Tajikistan (REACT) is appealing for $1.3 million to support 

15,000 affected people, including the displaced; 
• Bilateral assistance is beginning to arrive to Tajikistan. 

 

 
II. Situation Overview 

Prolonged and heavy spring 
rains in Tajikistan have 
resulted in multiple floods and 
mudflows in 40 out of 58 
districts of the country. The 
districts of Khuroson, Pyanj, 
Qumsangir, Shahrinav, Rasht, 
Nurobod of Khatlon province 
and Districts under Direct 
Republic Rule (DDR) are the 
worst affected.  The floods 
have displaced 440 
households or 3,000 people 
sheltered in three tented 
camps and requiring 
humanitarian assistance. The 
most critical needs are in 
water, sanitation and hygiene 
sector. The affected 
communities are in urgent 
need of safe drinking water 
and basic sanitation facilities as hot weather is compounding the situation.  Staff of temporary health points 
established in the camps report a rising trend in cases of diarrhea among children. This is likely to worsen due 
to a lack of hygiene and sanitation facilities and an inadequate water supply, particularly in Pyanj camp.  
 
Khatlon government have allocated a one time cash payments of 500-1500 somoni ($110-330) supplemented 
by 2,000-5,000 somoni ($430-$1,100) payments through the state insurance company to each of the affected 
households depending on the level of damage sustained. However, many displaced families, particularly 
those in Pyanj have not yet received payment. Government is in the process of compiling the list of affected 
people in the many small and remote communities.  
 
For Khuroson district the government has committed funds to rebuild 110 houses and is requesting external 
assistance for partial and full reconstruction of 330 more. In addition, government has allocated 61.5 hectares 
of new land in a safe location for the affected population. Each family is expected to be provided 0.10 
hectares of land for reconstruction of new houses. The government plans to expedite the relocation of the 
displaced populations of all three tented camps in Khuroson and Pyanj districts as soon as possible. 

The mission of the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) is to mobilize and coordinate effective and 
principled humanitarian action in partnership with national and international actors. 
 



 

 
III. Humanitarian Needs and Response 

Food Security and Nutrition 
 
The short term (3 months) food needs of the affected population have been met through government and 
international assistance.  As reported in previous situation reports, the agricultural sector sustained the 
heaviest damage and further assistance is needed. As the planting season for many crops has passed the 
parameters of additional assistance are being discussed by the Food Security and Nutrition sector and will be 
included into the revised “Tajikistan Humanitarian Food Security Appeal” by mid June 2009.   
    
Emergency Shelter 
 
The displaced population of 3,000 is residing in three camps: two in Khuroson and one in Pyanj districts.  
Most of the immediate needs in shelter and Non Food items have been met. The government plans to 
expedite the relocation of the displaced population of all three tented camps in Khuroson and Pyanj districts to 
the allocated plots as soon as possible. However as people will be moved into designated resettlement areas 
more NFI will be required as large households will be divided into individual families.  
 
Health/Water, Sanitation, and Hygiene 
 
While government has set up basic health points at all camps, assistance is required for primary level as well 
as for referral level facilities in the region. Camp health points are beginning to report a rise in cases of 
diarrhea among children. This is likely to worsen due to a lack of basic hygiene and inadequate drinking water 
supply. All tent camps lack adequate numbers of latrines, shower and washing facilities; the situation in this 
regard is critical. The Rural Hospital located in Khuroson has been damaged by the second slide and is 
unable to operate and all equipment and supplies were lost.  With the current low levels of immunization 
coverage in the affected districts an urgent vaccination program for measles is required for the children and 
women of reproductive age 
 

 
IV. Coordination 

Coordination is provided through Tajikistan’s REACT system, a local disaster management coordination 
mechanism between government, UN agencies, Red Cross/Red Crescent movement, NGOs and private 
sector. REACT Rapid Assessment Teams have been on-site from the onset of the emergency, providing 
partners with assessment data and situation updates. Regular REACT meetings have been held in Dushanbe 
as well as at the sub-national level to ensure effective coordination. 
 

 
V. Funding 

Responding to the government appeal for international assistance some bilateral assistance has been 
provided. The government of Uzbekistan has delivered some 1,400 tons of assistance, including 1050 tons of 
cement, construction materials, 2400 plaster boards and 55 sq m of glass, 20 tons of flour and 10 tents. The 
government of Kyrgyzstan has also pledged to assist Tajikistan with an unspecified amount of construction 
materials and food supplies. The Chinese Embassy in Tajikistan has pledged $30,000 for reconstruction 
materials in the affected area. The European Union, through its Civil Protection Mechanism has provided 
government with 50 tents (10/15 persons each), 4 power generators (3KVA) and one ton of medicines. 
 
All humanitarian partners including donors and recipient agencies are encouraged to inform FTS of cash and 
in-kind contributions by sending an email to: fts@reliefweb.int. 

The mission of the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) is to mobilize and coordinate effective 
and principled humanitarian action in partnership with national and international actors. 
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VI. Contact 

UN Offices in Tajikistan: Mr. Ilija Todorovic, UN RC a.i. todorovi@unhcr.org
 
OCHA Offices in Almaty: Ms. Gabriella Waaijman, Regional Disaster Response Advisor 
Email: waaijman@un.org; Phone +77777 809 071 
 
UN-OCHA Desk Officer in New York: Mr. Charles Bernimolin 
Email: bernimolin@un.org; Phone +1 917 367 8116 
 
Press contact, OCHA Geneva: Ms. Elizabeth Byrs 
E-mail: byrs@un.org; Tel. + 41 22 917 2653; Fax: + 41 22 917 0020 
Press contact, OCHA New York: Ms. Christina Bennett 
E-mail: bennett1@un.org, Tel: + 1 917 367 8059, Fax: + 1 212 963 1312 
 
For more information, please visit www.reliefweb.int; www.humanitarianappeal.net; 
http://www.untj.org/?c=7&id=292  
 
The mission of the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) is to mobilize 
and coordinate effective and principled humanitarian action in partnership with national and international 
actors. 
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