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Key Messages
Prices of cassava and maize have sharply increased in recent months. Imported rice prices in local markets are more than 
double the international prices.

Insecurity continues to negatively impact food security conditions with major consequences particularly for internally 
displaced persons and returnees.

Civil strife and high food prices are major causes of high levels of food insecurity; agencies agree on severe food insecurity 
conditions.

International organizations support vulnerable groups to improve agricultural production and markets in the country.

Background
The Democratic Republic of the Congo has a total population of 66 million with a 2% growth rate per annum; 59% of its population lives 
below the poverty line of 1$ PPP per day; and 69% is reported to be undernourished.

Economic Indicators View Data

Total Population (millions) - 2009 (WB) 66.02

Population growth rate - 2009 (WB) 2%

GNI per capita, $ PPP - 2009 (WB) 300

Population below 1$ PPP per day - 2006 (MDGI) 59%

Rural population - 2009 (WB) 65%

Agriculture, value added (% of GDP) - 2009 (WB) 42%

Prices

 In Kisangani cassava flour prices increased by 21% between 
Sept (261 CDF/kg) and Nov (317). Also maize prices reported 
a 51% increase between Sept (166 CDF/kg) and Nov (250.25). 
In Bunia, local rice prices dropped by 5% from Sept prices to 
Nov (811.5 CDF/kg), but increased by 2% in Kisangani 
(612.25). In Kinshasa, cassava prices were much higher than 
in other cities, and further increased from 658.6 in Sept to 716 
CDF/kg in Nov. Imported rice prices also rose between Sept/
Nov when it was sold at 1047.75. In Kinshasa, imported rice 
prices (1112.78 USD/T) in Nov were 159% higher than the 
international prices of Rice Thai A1 Super (429.6).

Source: GIEWS National basic food prices data and analysis tool

Food Consumption

Undernourished Population - 2005/2007 (FAO) 69%

Cereal share in total dietary energy consumption - 2007 (FAO) 23%

Meat share in total dietary energy consumption n.a.

Health Indicators

Pop. with sustainable access to improved sanitation - 2008 (WHO) 23%

Life expectancy at birth (years) both sexes - 2008 (WHO) 48

Pop. with access to improved drinking water sources - 2008 (WHO) 46%

Prevalence of HIV among adults aged >= 15 years - 2005 (WHO) 2.93%

Food Security Situation Assessment
High level of insecurity is a major cause of hunger. In the 
Orientale Province, and in the South west of the country, 
humanitarian organizations have suspended their activities. 
The number of IDPs has increased to just less than 2 million. 
The highest concentration of IDPs is located in North and 
South Kivu. Nationally, latest figures indicate that there are an 
estimated 161,957 refugees in the country while some 430,000 
are refugees outside the country. GIEWS estimates severe 
localized food insecurity. FAO Hunger Map classifies DRC as a 
country with a very high prevalence of undernourishment (35% 
or above in the total population). IFPRI reports an extremely 
alarming situation of hunger.
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Vegetation Condition

Normal to good vegetation conditions are observed throughout 
the country. The general indicator of vegetation condition 
provided below is the relative difference between the NDVI for 
December 2010 and the average of the last 10 years, 
calculated on the agricultural zones derived from the UCL - 
RDC map (2006, Belgium).

Source: JRC MARS – FoodSec

Crop phase in the reference period

Sowing East: Rice (Main)

Growing North/Central Basin: Maize Rice Sorghum (Second) - East/
South East: Maize Rice and Sorghum (Main) - Centre South/
Southwest: Maize and Rice (Main)

Harvesting East: Rice (Second) - Centre South: Maize (Main)

Natural Disasters, Drought and Conflicts

Insecurity continues to worsen the humanitarian situation with 
new displacements arising from continued clashes with rebel 
armed groups. The LRA attacks have intensified since 
September especially in the Northeast DRC, in the Haut Uele 
district. 

Refugees and IDPs 2007 2008 2009

Total in the country 2555204 1669323 2362295

Total outside the country 2784383 1918424 2662821

Source: UNHCR Statistical Online Population Database, United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR), Data extracted on 01/12/2010.

Disaster Type (last year) Date Location Alert

Earthquake 2010-12-12 Kivu Province 1/3

Earthquake 2010-12-11 Haut-Zaire 
Province

1/3

Earthquake 2010-01-28 Kivu Province 1/3

Source: Global Disaster Alert and Coordination System - 3 = 1000 or more people killed or 800000 
or more people displaced. 2 = 100 or more people killed or 80000 or more displaced.

Food Balance Sheet

Although no official figures are available, forecast for 2010 put 
cereal production at 1.62 million tonnes, representing a 
marginal increase both from 2009 output (1.57 mln T) and the 
five year average (1.53 mln T). Import requirements were 
estimated at 715,000 tonnes compared to 703,000 tonnes in 
2009.

Source: GIEWS Country Briefs

Government Policies

No state-sponsored safety nets exist. IFDC is implementing 
(until Sept 2011) the “Catalyze Accelerated Agricultural 
Intensification for Social and Environmental Stability” 
(CATALIST), a project to increase food security, and reduce 
poverty. Activities aim at increasing agricultural productivity and 
developing agricultural input and output markets to help 
vulnerable people.

Consumer and market oriented 
measures

n.a.

Producer oriented measures Catalyst project.

Trade policy measures n.a.

Safety net (increased or introduced) Food assistance.

Different sources

Current events to watch (Click to see the full report)

United Nations in Focus No. 8, January 2011 - Secretar...
Ban calls for ‘raising the cost’ for those who use rap...
DR Congo: Confirmation of charges hearing in the case ...
MONUSCO launches "A New Congo" campaign in Kinshasa
Global Polio Eradication Initiative Monthly Situation ...

For more information, contact: Information-for-action@fao.org
Website: www.foodsec.org
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