
 

IMPACT  
 

“15 MONTHS AGO OUR DEMERSAL FISHING INDUSTRY WAS SEVERELY 

AFFECTED BY THE TSUNAMI. WE SUFFERED DAMAGES TO OUR BOATS, 

ENGINES AND OUR FISHING EQUIPMENT. THIS HAD AN ADVERSE EF-

FECT ON OUR LIVELIHOOD. TODAY WE ARE VERY PLEASED WITH THE 

ASSISTANCE THAT IS ABOUT TO BE GIVEN SO THAT WE CAN CONTINUE 

WITH OUR FISHING ACTIVITIES TO ENABLE US TO LOOK AFTER OUR 

FAMILIES AND CONTRIBUTE TO OUR SOCIETY.’’  

 

Restoring the livelihood 
of fishers and farmers 
and rehabilitating the 

environment  

FAO’S RESPONSE TO THE 
TSUNAMI DESTRUCTION  

IN THE SEYCHELLES 

Food and Agriculture Organization of the 
United Nations 

The FAO interventions had considerable impact 
on the overall economy of the Seychelles and on 
the lives of the individual beneficiaries. 

► Interventions in the fisheries sector 
enabled many fishers to resume fish-
ing activities thus contributing to the 
restoration of adequate levels of fish 
production both for the local and ex-
port markets. 

► Safety at sea has been enhanced owing 
to the provision of navigational and 
life saving equipment. 

► Assistance to farmers has led to an 
increase in vegetable supply in the 
local market, thus reducing prices and 
increasing access for the poor. 

► The coastal protection and rehabilita-
tion work has contributed to the stabi-
lization of the environment in those 
areas and will contribute to the sus-
tainable development of the Sey-
chelles’ environment. 

Some photos courtesy Seychelles Nation 

Fisherman’ at the handing over ceremony 31st March 2006 



Fisheries 

• The fisheries sector, which accounts for 16 percent of 
GDP and employs 14 percent of the formal labour 
force, was severely hit by the tsunami disaster of De-
cember 2004. 

• The damage to the local fishing fleets and other infra-
structure had considerable economic and social reper-
cussions. The temporary loss of employment and in-
come was coupled with a decrease in production and 
export earnings. 

• Assessments carried out by FAO and the Seychelles 
Fishing Authority (SFA) concluded that almost 30 per-
cent of the small scale fishers, and their 1 200 depend-
ents, were affected. 

 

Agriculture 

• The tsunami flooded the coastal areas leaving a spate   
of destruction and a range of agricultural farms were 
badly affected. The flood wave was followed by torren-
tial rains that caused further damage to the agricultural 
sector. The impacts were significant as this sector sup-
plies 60 percent of the local consumption of fruits and 
vegetables. Several farms were seriously damaged af-
fecting the livelihoods of 300 families of farmers and 
farm workers. 

Environment 

• The tsunami flood wave, and the subsequent torrential 
rains also caused widespread damage to the coastal and 
forest environment in the Seychelles. The resulting 
streams of mud affected the coral reefs and coastal 
vegetation. 

THE UN TSUNAMI FLASH APPEAL 

Farmers/fishers assisted with inputs provided under the projects 

The damage 

DAMAGE FROM THE TSUNAMI  

The Government of Seychelles appealed to the international com-
munity to support its effort in rehabilitating tsunami-affected infra-
structure. 
 

In cooperation with Seychelles authorities, FAO undertook a full 
assessment of the damage and identified the needs of the affected 
population. 
 

Based on the results of the analysis, the UN Tsunami Flash Appeal 
was launched in January 2005. In response, five donors (Belgium, 
China, Palau, Trinidad & Tobago & the United States) contributed funds 
for a total of US$ 1,228,000 through FAO towards relief and reha-
bilitation  activities in the fisheries, agricultural and environmental 
sectors. 

The overall objective of the FAO programme was to complement 
Government efforts in the restoration of the livelihoods of artisan 
fishers and farmers as well as to contribute to the rehabilitation of 
the environment. 

A coordination unit was established under the Ministry of Environ-
ment and Natural Resources and based at the Seychelles Fishing 
Authority to manage the FAO interventions. 

Steering committees composed of FAO personnel and government 
officials were formed to oversee the implementation of the pro-
gramme in the three sectors. A series of stakeholder consultations 
were carried out in close cooperation with the National Risk and 
Disaster Management Secretariat, the District Administrators and 
beneficiaries to ensure transparency in the provision of the assis-
tance. 

Fisheries 

Over 500 boat owners and fishers were assisted under the 
FAO intervention. Substantial fishing materials and 
equipment, including boats and engines, were provided to 
the selected beneficiaries. 

Rehabilitation of two ice plants was carried out on Mahe. 

PROGRAMME 

FAO RESPONSE Minister of Environment & Natural Resources & FAO representative inspect fisheries 

Environment 

Over 25 communities benefited from coastal rehabilita-
tion and felling and removal of damaged trees. Forest 
nurseries were established on two islands. 
 

Agriculture 

About 90 farmers received assorted vegetable seeds and 
farm hand tools together with fertilizers, irrigation compo-
nents and rodenticides.  

Resumption of food production  


