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UN Crisis Coordination Centre, UNDP Belmopan 
Situation Report No. 4 

Belize 
16:00 hrs 

 
June 9 2008 

 
 
1. At a Press Conference held on Friday 6 June, the Government released its 

preliminary report outlining the damages estimated as a result of the passing of 
Tropical Storm Arthur.  Overall estimates place damages at US$ 26 Million. 
Economic losses as a result of the event have not been fully quantified. 

 
2. According to the preliminary report the housing, infrastructure and agriculture 

sectors suffered the most damage. Losses in the housing sector included structural 
damage/destruction to homes due to flooding.  The table below provides a 
preliminary assessment of the damage for the various sectors. It is anticipated that 
total value of damage will exceed US$ 30 Million. The economic cost of the 
damage to infrastructure cannot be quantified at this point, but will be significant 
considering the disruption of public transportation and distribution of goods and 
services (petroleum, agrochemical products). Itinerant traders and the tourism 
sector will also be significantly affected. 

 

 
Note:  

a) All figures in table in Belize Dollars ( 1 US$ = 2 Bz$) 
b) Table is copied from Preliminary Report, Government of Belize; 4th June 2008 
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3. Communities hardest hit are those coastal communities of Southern Belize 

District and the Stann Creek District including Mullins River, Gales Point, 
Manatee, Hope Creek, Sarawee, Sittee River and Hopkins. In the hours directly 
following the floods, these communities recorded as much as 95% communal 
lands and infrastructure impacted by the raging waters. Official reports suggest 
that water levels in the communities are subsiding. However this subsidence is 
slow and a large percentage of these communities remain inundated. Possibly 
complicating humanitarian responses is the fact that access to most impacted 
communities is limited, as roads and bridges have been damaged and/or washed 
away by the floodwaters. Consequently, affected people in several areas are cut 
off from accessing health and other social services, placing all displaced persons 
who are particularly vulnerable, at risk. In the northern districts, various housing 
schemes associated with the Orange Walk Township have recorded significant 
incidence of flooding. The villages of San Lorenzo, San Antonio, San Estevan, 
Douglas and Guinea Grass of Orange Walk remain areas of concern, as access 
roads to these villages are flooded. This situation is expected to persist until 
waters recede.  

 
4. Health facilities in the affected areas sustained sizeable damage to medical 

equipment, furniture & fixtures and buildings while some stocked medicines were 
lost. The total damage and replacement costs are estimated at US$ 375,000. 
 

5. The damage to homes, in particular, has contributed significantly to the 
displacement of families and the need for temporary shelters or/and building 
materials and supplies for house repairs. Many of the families affected will 
doubtlessly require financial assistance to rebuild their homes. 

 
6. Furthermore, the response requires the replacement of household items including 

mattresses, stoves, kitchen utensils, school supplies, clothing among other things.   
 
7. Additionally, the lack of access to safe water for hygiene, consumption and food 

preparation continues to be of concern and has implications for outbreaks of 
water- and vector-borne diseases among the affected population. 

 
8. Humanitarian assistance will be necessary to facilitate households’ return to 

normalcy. Initial estimates place this value at approximately US$ 0.5 Million. 
Thus far, US$ 50,000 has been expended on food and water as part of the relief 
efforts in affected areas. 

 
9. Immediate needs – humanitarian and infrastructure – have been estimated to be in 

the order of US$ 23.0 Million. This figure is expected to increase as additional 
data become available for the tourism and fisheries sectors. 

 
10. The UNCT/UNDMT has prepared a comprehensive response package which is 

line with the scale of the national emergency and complements the national 
response. The package consists of the following components. 

 
11. Support to Impact Assessments 
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Agencies of the United Nations Country Team mobilized in-country key technical 
staff and vehicles with drivers to cooperate with and participate in aerial, 
terrestrial and marine assessment missions of the NEMO Damage and Needs 
Assessment Committee and the Ministry of Health. Assistance was also provided 
to NEMO in the compilation and drafting of Government’s Preliminary 
Assessment Report. UNICEF has offered assistance to the Ministry of Human 
Development to conduct a more in-depth, house to house survey of the 
humanitarian needs faced by the households in the affected areas. During the 
terrestrial assessments, UNICEF distributed some 1,350 small water bags were 
distributed to offset urgent needs of villages for drinking water.  

 
11. Health 
 

PAHO/WHO has mobilized a regional technical advisor with expertise in water 
and sanitation in disasters, who is currently working with MOH teams in southern 
Belize.  The Organization has activated emergency procedures which will allow 
for the re-programming and mobilization of financial resources to address urgent 
health issues in the disaster areas. PAHO/WHO is continuing its cooperation with 
the Ministry of Health to address priority areas identified in the Rapid Health 
Needs Assessment, and is committed to support the emergency response into the 
recovery phase. 
UNFPA has activated the unpacking Reproductive Health Kits, which had been 
pre-positioned and stored at MOH. The kits will enhance safe deliveries, adequate 
clinical management of complications, miscarriages and rape victims. 
UNICEF has provided Oral Re-hydration Salts to MOH. To strengthen the 
national response in post-disaster situations, UNICEF has also provided, prior to 
the hurricane season, training to key government staff in the provision of psycho-
social assistance to disaster victims. 

 
12. Food      

In collaboration with the Belize Red Cross Society and the Ministry of Human 
Development, UNICEF will provide food assistance packages to some 100 
targeted lactating mothers and their infants. 

 
 

13. Education 
UNICEF will distribute 5 units of “School in a Box”, which will provide 400 
affected primary school students with basic school supplies. In addition, UNICEF 
is developing a proposal, seeking external support for the rehabilitation/ 
reconstruction of up to three primary schools which were destroyed or severely 
damaged in the recent floods. 

 
14. Shelter/ Housing 

UNDP, UNICEF and OCHA are targeting 200 families in the affected areas that 
are in need of direct assistance in their domestic environments. The agencies will 
distribute to the identified families emergency kits with various items, including 
cleaning and disinfectant supplies, zinc roofing and lumber materials, stove & gas 
tank, kitchen/cooking items, mattresses and bed sheets. 

 
15. Local Transportation 
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To provide immediate means of transportation to the villages of Gales Point and 
Mullins River, which are expected to remain without terrestrial access for some 
time, UNDP will purchase and provide a boat with out-board engine to each 
village. The boat will be operated by a village-based entity and, once terrestrial 
access has been re-established, will be handed over to NEMO for dispatch and use 
in future emergencies.  

 
16. Capacity Strengthening of NEMO 

UNDP is finalizing a proposal which will seek support to further strengthen the 
operational environments of NEMO and its national partners for an improved 
national preparedness and response to national disasters. The key elements of the 
anticipated multi-year project gravitate around improved national coordination 
mechanisms and protocols, information generation and management, and risk 
management at the community level. This project will complement some initial 
work undertaken by UNICEF with NEMO to build a database with user-friendly 
and easily generated baseline information on demographics, infrastructure, 
education systems etc in areas across Belize.    

 
 

For detailed information please contact: 
 
UN Resident Coordinator (Belize / El Salvador) 
Ms. Jessica Faieta  
Cellular: + 503 7140 4574 
E-mail: Jessica.faieta@undp.org 
 
UNICEF Representative and Designated Official (Belize): 
Ms. Rana Flowers 
Cellular: + 501 610 2201  
E-mail: rflowers@unicef.org 
 
UNDP Assistant Resident Representative  
Mr. Joseph Hendrikx 
Cellular: +501 610 0423  
E-mail: joseph.hendrikx@undp.org 
 
UNFPA Liaison Officer 
Ms. Sandra Paredez 
Cellular: + 501 610 2121 
E-mail: paredez@unfpa.org  
 
PAHO/WHO Representative 
Dr. Beverley Barnett 
Cellular: +501 610 0188 
E-mail: barnettb@blz.paho.org  

 
 

 


