
OCHA Regional Office for West Africa  
UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 

BP 45792, Dakar-Fann, Tel:  +221 867 27 50,  fax: +221 867 26 18,  http://ochaonline.un.org/westafrica 

 

 
 

Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 
 

OCHA 
 

Regional office for West Africa 
 

1 March 2007 
 

Highlights 
 

• The nomination of Mr. Lansana Kouyaté as Prime Minister in Guinea on 26 February led to 
an end of the general strike which first started on 10 January. The overall humanitarian 
consequences of the crisis in Guinea include at least 139 dead and over 1,700 wounded 
according to the Government of Guinea. The United Nations have allocated USD 2.3 million 
from the Central Emergency Fund (CERF) $2.35 million for urgent humanitarian activities in 
Guinea. 

• The ongoing meningitis outbreak in the West Africa has so far affected more than 2,400 
people in Burkina Faso, Mali, Cote d’Ivoire, Benin and Niger. Concerns are raised by the 
Regional Health Working Group over further spreading of the epidemic.  

• Despite the favorable food situation in West Africa, localized areas of risk of food insecurity 
have been identified for 2007.  

• Victims of August floods in Burkina Faso and Niger continue to live in precarious conditions 
despite the assistance provided by humanitarian partners and further assistance is needed. 

• Progress has been noted at a global level in the development of the vaccine against pandemic 
influenza  

 
1- SOCIO-POLITICAL AND SECURITY SITUATION 
 
Guinea 
The nomination of Mr. Lansana Kouyaté as Prime Minister in Guinea on 26 February led to an end of 
the general strike. The overall humanitarian consequences of the crisis in Guinea, which first started 
on 10 January, include at least 139 dead and over 1,700 wounded according to the Government of 
Guinea. The security situation, which during the strikes and the state of siege was very tense, has now 
calmed down and humanitarian partners again have full access. Following an appeal from the United 
Nations country team, the Central Emergency Fund (CERF) allocated USD 2.35 million to Guinea for 
the purchase of medicines and other supplies for injured as well as to support essential 
telecommunications and common humanitarian air service to ensure access in all part of the country. 
Projects funded by the CERF will be implemented by WFP, UNICEF and WHO in collaboration with 
the Government of Guinea and NGO partners. 
 
Niger 
On 7 February 2007, a military camp in Iferou, region of Agadez, was attacked by an armed group 
from the north of the country and three militaries were killed. A movement called “Mouvement 
Nigerien pour la Justice” claimed the responsibility of the attack. The movement demands that 
northern population and the Tuareg communities, in particularly, better benefit from the ongoing 
exploitation of natural resources in the north and seek a better integration of young Tuareg people in 
the armed forces.  The Government has taken necessary actions to secure the subject areas 
 
Côte d’Ivoire 

U N I T E D   N A T I O N S N A T I O N S   U N I E S 
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New rounds of negotiation for the restoration of peace and organization of elections in Côte d’Ivoire 
are taking place. Recently, President Laurent Gbagbo proposed to meet M. Guillaume Soro, the leader 
of the Forces Nouvelles (New Forces) on the subject of the organization of the elections scheduled for 
October 2007 by the resolution 1721 of the UN Security Council. The President of Burkina Faso and 
Chairman of ECOWAS Blaise Compaore acts as mediator in this process.   
 
Mali 
The assailants who attacked two military camps in Kidal (North East of Mali), in May 2006, have, in 
Alger, signed three documents for the implementation of the peace agreement concluded in July 2006. 
Among other elements, these accords stress the programme of disarmament and the reintegration of 
the ex-assailants. The government and the ex-assailants have also agreed on the set up of special units 
with the mission to fight against terrorism and arms trafficking in the north of Mali.  
 
2  HUMANITARIAN SITUATION 
 
Food Security and Nutrition  
FAO reported on its global crop prospects and food situation published in February 2007 that in spite 
of the generally favorable food supply expectations in the West Africa, localized food security 
problems are identified in Mauritania, Burkina Faso, Mali, Niger, Guinea Bissau and Senegal. Erratic 
precipitation in Mauritania, delayed rains and floods in Burkina Faso, Mali and Niger and persisting 
marketing problems of cashew and groundnuts respectively in Guinea Bissau and Senegal threaten the 
food security in these countries. A joint CILSS-FAO- -Fewsnet-OCHA post-harvest assessment 
mission is underway in order to assess the food situation in Mauritanian, Senegal, Guinea Bissau and 
Chad. 
 
Protection and Population Movements 
The situation that evolved in Guinea in January and February 2007 again underlined the importance of 
being able to quickly provide efficient and targeted humanitarian assistance and protection in a region 
such as West Africa. On 13 February United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights Louise 
Arbour called on the Government to adhere strictly to its human rights obligations, a day after it 
announced the imposition of a state of siege. According to the international NGO Human Rights 
Watch the Guinean government failed to control security forces responsible for rapes, robberies and 
killings.  
 
Initial needs identified were mainly in the area of health, but as the crisis prolonged past the first 
month, humanitarian partners increasingly raised concern over the plight of the general population, in 
particular in terms of access to food, health facilities and medicine as well as water. Whereas some 
during the first strike from 10 to 27 January managed to stock up in advance, many were taken by 
surprise with the breakout of violence on Saturday 10 February, and with the curfew, circulation was 
been limited and markets closed. Increase in prices also had an impact on access to basic commodities, 
including food and communication. No unusual population movements were reported, but further 
assessments outside Conakry are underway. 
 
Health 

Meningitis outbreak in Burkina Faso, Niger and Mali 
From January to mid-February, over 2,400 cases of meningitis have been reported in Burkina Faso 
(2093 cases, 201 deaths as of 14 February), Côte d’Ivoire (100 cases and 28 deaths as of 4 February), 
Niger (84 cases, 14 deaths as of 11 February), Mali (73 cases and 6 deaths as of 14 February) and 
Benin (68 cases and 16 deaths as of 4 February). Meningitis cases have been also reported in Ghana, 
Togo and Guinea. Curative and preventive measures are undertaken by the health authorities and 
partners to respond to the outbreaks of meningitis. However, face to the high trends of meningitis 
epidemics, the availability of meningitis vaccines is not sufficient for massive vaccination campaign in 
countries at risk.  
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Yellow fever in Togo  
On 15 December 2006, the Ministry of Health of Togo reported 3 cases of yellow fever from the 
regions of Savanes and Kara. All cases were laboratory confirmed by the Institute Pasteur in Dakar. In 
accordance to recommendations made by a joint Ministry of Health/WHO country office investigation 
team, mass vaccination campaign (1 550 000 vaccine doses) has begun on 12 February in Savanes and 
Kara regions. Yellow fever reappeared in these regions after an absence of more than 20 years. The 
vaccination campaign is conducted with the support of WHO, European Commission Humanitarian 
Aid Department (ECHO) and UNICEF.  
 
Avian and Human Pandemic Influenza  
On 15 and 16 February 2007, experts met at the World Health Organization (WHO), in Geneva, 
Switzerland, on advances in pandemic influenza vaccine development. Results presented at the 
meeting demonstrated that vaccination with newly developed avian influenza vaccines can bring about 
a potentially protective immune response against strains of H5N1 virus. Some of the vaccines work 
with low doses of antigen, which means that significantly more vaccine doses can be available in case 
of a pandemic. According to WHO the world still lacks the manufacturing capacity to meet potential 
global pandemic influenza vaccine demand.  
 
Effects of the 2006 flood in Burkina Faso and Niger 
The 1,084 victims of flood of August 2006 in Burkina Faso (Sahelian regions) are still in precarious 
situation in spite of assistance received from the Government, United Nations agencies, NGOs and 
donors. Many have lost goods and houses. The CONASUR (National Committee for Emergency and 
Rehabilitation Assistance) has prepared a construction project which has not yet received significant 
response from partners.  
 
The situation is similar in Niger where thousands of people in Bilma, in the north near Agadez,  
victims of flood are still living in emergency shelters and struggling to survive cold desert weather (40 
degrees during the day and around 10 at night). According to the International Federation of Red 
Cross  (IFRC) as a result of the August 2006 floods, 4,400 persons continue to be homeless and 1,200 
houses have been destroyed. The IFRC has appealed for US $38,400 from the Federation’s Disaster 
Relief Emergency Fund (DREF) to purchase blankets and warm clothing for 1,520 children living in 
tents. 
 
 
3 COORDINATION 
 
Crisis in Guinea 
At a regional level, a task force for Guinea and the 6 neighboring countries (Mali, Côte d’Ivoire, 
Liberia, Sierra Leone, Guinea Bissau and Senegal) has been set up. UNICEF chairs the task force 
while OCHA ensures the secretariat.  
 
Information Management 
The Information Management Unit of the OCHA Regional Office has set up separate webpages for the 
three regional working groups on 1) Food Security and Nutrition, 2) Health and 3) Protection and 
Population movements. The pages are available from the website of the Regional Office on 
http://ochaonline.un.org/westafrica  
 
A webpage for the OCHA office for Guinea has also been launched by the Regional Office. The site 
contains latest situation reports, contact lists, maps, data and other resources. 
 
4 RESSOURCE MOBILISATION  

 
- Launch of Liberia Common Humanitarian Appeal 
United Nations agencies and their partners are seeking for $ 117 million through the Common 
Humanitarian Appeal for Liberia. This appeal covers three strategic priorities for humanitarian 
assistance in 2007: provision of basic social services to vulnerable populations; revitalization of 
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returnee communities for security and productive livelihoods; and strengthening of civil society and 
local authorities. 
 
- Central Emergency Relief Fund (CERF) allocation to Guinea and Liberia 
In February, the CERF allocated to Liberia $ 2.2 million to support life-saving and time-critical food 
security needs and $2.3 million to Guinea to support health emergency projects, as well as to support 
essential telecommunications and a common humanitarian air service to ensure access to more remote 
parts of the country.   
 
- CERF Under-funded window 
On 7 February it was announced that in the first of two rounds this year of allocations for underfunded 
emergencies,  $4.5 million has been programmed for Côte d’Ivoire the from the Central Emergency 
Response Fund (CERF) to fund life-saving programmes. Individual countries receive underfunded 
allocations based on a review of funding data captured by the Financial Tracking Service (FTS), 
recommendations from United Nations agencies, inter-agency consultation, and discussions with 
Humanitarian and Resident Coordinators, as required. The next round of underfunded allocations will 
be announced in mid-2007, after the Mid-Year Review of the CAP. 
 
- Level of funding by theme of the CAP 2007 for West Africa (as of 1 March 2007) 
 
 Themes Requirements Funding % Pledges
FOOD SECURITY AND NUTRITION 280,964,890 22,630,467 8 0
CROSS THEMATIC 5,740,510 0 0 328,947 
INTEGRATED RAPID RESPONSE 
TO HEALTH EMERGENCIES 10,640,652 0 0 0

PROTECTION AND POPULATION 
MOVEMENT 182,962,126 18,272,729 10 4,381,166

THEME NOT YET SPECIFIED 0 0 0 1,644,737
Grand Total: 480,308, 178 40,903,196 9% 6,354,850

 
For further reporting, agencies and donors may use the financial tracking system found on 
www.reliefweb.int/fts. The latest Financial Tables can at any time be viewed on-line on the same site. 
The direct link to financial tracking for the West Africa CAP is:  
http://ocha.unog.ch/fts2/pageloader.aspx?page=emerg-emergencyDetails&emergID=15184   

5  HUMANITARIAN CALENDAR OF UPCOMING EVENTS 
Date  Events Where Who 
5-7 March 2007 Workshop of RIECSA (Recherche 

Interdisciplinaire et Participative sur les 
interactions entre les Ecosystèmes, le 
climat et les Sociétés d’Afrique de 
l’Ouest) 

Bamako 
(Mali) 

IRD 

11 March 2007 Presidential election Mauritania Islamic Republic of 
Mauritania 

5-8 March 2007 CDC Atlanta Avian and Human 
Pandemic Influenza Rapid Response 
Training for francophone countries. 

Dakar CDC Atlanta 

23-24 March  2007 International forum on the security in 
north of Mali 

Kidal  (
Mali) 

Government/Assailants/ 
donors 

 
 
For further information on the humanitarian situation in West Africa, including other situation reports 
from the region: http://ochaonline.un.org/westafrica 
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In order to receive daily updates via email on humanitarian issues in West Africa, readers may 
subscribe to IRIN on www.irinnews.org  

To be included on or taken off the distribution list for the monthly Humanitarian Situation Reports for 
West Africa, or to contribute to next month’s report, kindly send an email to thomles@un.org 

Disclaimer: UN OCHA does not necessarily share the opinions expressed in this documents. OCHA 
can not vouch for the accuracy of received reports. 

[end] 

 
 


