
 

 

CAR: Insecurity remains in the country. Attacks 
on humanitarian NGOs are reported: On 18th 
September, 2009 COPI was attacked by LRA 
rebels between Mboki and Obo in the South-
East, two people were killed. Solidarités was 
also attacked by bandits on the 15th Sep-
tember, 2009 between Kabo and Moyenne 
Sido. The NGO has suspended its activities. 

Chad: Insecurity marked by several criminal 
activities is still a concern in the East. Dis-
ease outbreaks: Suspected cholera cases 
were reported in Abeche on the 11th Septem-
ber 2009. An investigation team led by WHO 
found an increase of the number of cases 
from 102 in week 36 to 266 cases in week 
37.  The laboratory result did not confirm 
the vibrio cholerae. One new case of mea-
sles was reported in week 37 and two cases 
in the previous week, making a cumulative 
total of 1,230 cases with 12 deaths (CFR: 1%) 
from week 1 to 37 of 2009*. 

DRC: Insecurity continues in North Kivu where 
military operations against the FDLR rebels 
are still on-going in the areas of Ntoto and 
Kalembe in the Virunga parc alongside of the 
river Rutshuru.  About 300 FDLR rebels at-
tacked the village and the FARDC (national 
army) barack of Kikuku between 10 to 11 
September 2009; they looted the village and 
forced the villagers to flee in the bush. In 
South Kivu, territory of Fizi, three important 
bases of FDLR fell under the FARDC on the 
20th September 2009 after heavy fights. In 
Orientale province 5 civilians were killed by 
the LRA rebels in Bangadi. Cholera out-
breaks are flaring up in South Kivu and North 
Kivu. In South Kivu, 562 new cases with 4 
deaths were reported in week 37 making a 
cumulative total of 5,750 cases with 73 
deaths (CFR: 1.2%) from week 1 to 37. In 
North Kivu, 129 new cases with one death 
were reported in week 37 making a total of 
4,609 cases with 48 deaths (CFR: 1%) from 
week 1 to 37*. WHO is supporting cases man-
agement and the surveillance activities for 
the outbreaks especially in the areas on 
population displacements.  

Ethiopia: Food security and malnutrition: 
Hailstorms and floods from recent heavy 
rains have caused localized damages to crops 
in areas in Oromiya and Tigray regions. The 
situation is particularly serious in Ejere, Illu 
and Sebeta Awas districts. Floods from over-
flowing Awash River have displaced several 
thousand people, inundated large areas of 
cropland, and damaged water wells and 
latrines. There are increased concerns over 
likelihood of outbreaks of water borne dis-
eases including malaria and cholera in the 
areas. In Gambella, in addition to the pre-
vailing drought in the region, 23,700 people 
were displaced  from Akobo by the spill over 
of clan based conflict in neighbouring South 

Sudan. The IDPs are in a dire situation 
and need urgent humanitarian assistance. 
Acute Watery Diarrhoea (AWD): Accord-
ing to the Federal Ministry of Health, 
1,354 new cases and three deaths of AWD 
have been reported from Amhara, Somali, 
Oromiya, Tigray and SNNP Regions and 
Addis Ababa city from 07 – 13 September 
2009*.  

Kenya: Resource based inter ethnic clashes 
continued mainly in the Rift valley and 
Eastern provinces. There were reported 
cattle rustling and human deaths re-
ported. Flooding was experienced in 
Kisumu town and parts of Nyanza prov-
ince, from Saturday 19 September 2009. 
Homes and school roofs were blown off. 
The floods soaked food reserves at house-
hold level, filled up toilets and there are 
fears that other health issues could come 
up. Drought: Acute water shortage in the 
pastoral and agro-pastoral areas of the 
northern parts of the country is worsening 
at a fast rate. This has led to resource 
based inter tribal and ethnic conflicts in 
those areas. In the past week 32 people 
were killed in Samburu district alone. 
Hundreds of animals and wild animals are 
also dying. Cholera outbreak: There is 
re-emergence of cholera outbreak in the 
areas where the disease had been con-
tained four weeks ago. In Garbatula dis-
trict there are 30 new reported cases and 
2 deaths. Similarly in Laisamis district, 67 
new cases were seen with two deaths.  
WHO is supporting the districts by provid-
ing technical support and providing essen-
tial drugs, logistical and financial support. 

Niger: Floods: As of 15th September 2009, a 
cumulative number of 79,129 people 
(reviewed since last report) have been 
affected by floods in four communities of 
Agadez. An increase number of malaria 
and diarrhoea has been reported in the 
area but so far no disease outbreaks 
linked to the floods has been reported. 
Malnutrition: In week 37, a total of 4,549 
cases with 6 deaths were reported. During 
the previous week, 5,421 cases of malnu-
trition with 3 deaths were reported. An 
overall total of 128,144 cases with 318 
malnutrition-related deaths have been 
reported from 1st  January to 13th Sep-
tember 2009*. Political situation is still 
tense in the country. A parliamentarian 
mission of the African Union was con-
ducted on the 14th of September 2009 to 
try establishing a dialogue between the 
Government and the opposition. 

 

Pandemic A (H1N1): The number of confirmed cases in our Region was 12,216 with 69 
deaths as of 22nd September 2009. The National Institute for Communicable Diseases in 
South Africa has reported 11,545 confirmed cases and 59 deaths. Floods in West Africa 
continue to retain the attention of the humanitarian community with now more than 
635,273 people affected and about 187 deaths in the last three months. Other humanitar-
ian concerns include disease outbreaks, the complex emergencies in central African coun-
tries and the food crises in the horn of Africa.   
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Pandemic Influenza A(H1N1) 2009 in South Africa, 
number of confirmed cases by age-group as of 
22nd Sept. 09.  
(Source: NICD/South Africa) 
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Countries Under Surveillance  
Angola: Thirteen  new cases of cholera (without deaths) were reported 

in week 36 by the provinces of Benguela and  Namibe. Since the be-
ginning of the year 2009, the cholera cases reported countrywide 
is 1,766 with 59 deaths (CFR: 3.3%).WHO continues to provide support 
to the MoH at provincial level in the management of the outbreak. 

Gabon: The political post elections violence has stopped but the situa-
tion is still tense. We are still monitoring the situation. 

Mauritius: Pandemic A H1N1 (No update received). The situation re-
mains unchanged since the last report. As of 2nd September 2009, a 
total of 69 confirmed cases with 8 deaths were reported in the coun-
try*.  

Mozambique: We are monitoring the political environment in 
preparation for the 2009 elections in October 2009. 

Zimbabwe: In a statement on 16th September 2009, the Cholera 
Command and Control Centre (C4) has confirmed 5 Cholera cases 
in Chipinge district, Manicaland Province. WHO and health part-
ners are supporting case management and water supply. 

Pandemic A H1N1 in the WHO African Region: The number of 
confirmed cases continues to rise. As of 22nd September 2009, a 
total of 12,216 confirmed cases with 69 deaths have been re-
ported in 24 countries. All the countries have activated their 
national emergency preparedness and response plans.  

Acute crises (continued) 
South Africa: Pandemic of A H1N1 is still increasing. As of 22nd Septem-

ber 2009, the National Institute for Communicable Diseases has re-
ported 11 545 confirmed cases with 59 deaths country-wide.  A 
total of 21 cases (38% of 55 cases with known clinical histories) were 
either pregnant or in puerperal period.  

West Africa Floods: The last data release of the United Nations Office 
for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) reported that 
Flash floods have claimed 187 lives and affected 635,273 people in 
west Africa since the rainy season started in June 2009**. Mali has 
now reported more than 20,390 affected people with 25 deaths in the 
regions of Kayes, Segou, Mopti and Tombouctou. In all flood affected 
countries, emergency coordination have been activated and WHO is 
participating in supporting the Ministry of health and also convening  

 meetings of humanitarian partners within the UN system in rela-
tion to the humanitarian reform with cluster approach (even if 
not formally adopted in the countries). WHO country Offices in 
Burkina Faso, Ghana, Niger, Senegal and Sierra Leone are fully 
involved supporting response strategy development and imple-
mentation, mapping partners and supporting for inter-sectoral 
coordination. Some essential supplies have been provided for 
health clinics donated by WHO. WHO is also providing technical 
support in all countries in refreshing Health workers’ skills in 
dealing with emergency services as well as surveillance and alert 
system strengthening and response to water borne diseases out-
breaks. 


