
 
Food Security Update 
The latest WFP weekly report indicates that the unseasonal rains are benefiting recovery of range lands, water 
sources and development of late planted crops such as chickpea, haricot beans, sweet potato in some parts of 
SNNP, Oromia, Tigray, Afar and Amhara regions. In lowland areas of Oromia (Bale, Guji and Arsi) the rains are 
rejuvenating pasture and water sources. In most highland and midland areas of the region, meher crop harvest is 
being completed. In SNNPR, many woredas have received unseasonal rains that contributed in improving food 
security situations, except in Burji and Amaro Special Woredas, where significant meher crop loss was reported. In 
Tigray, WFP reports that rains were received in Emba and Enderta woredas, while dry weather conditions prevail in 
most parts of the region. Rains have also been reported in Zone 1 and 4 of Afar Region, while chronic water deficits 
continue in Elidar, Kori, Bidu and Erebti woredas. In Amhara, rains were reported in southern and eastern zones that 
benefited late planted crops. Meanwhile, the seasonal rains have stopped in Gambella and Benishangul-Gumuz 
regions. Water and pasture are available in both regions, resulting in good physical condition of livestock. However, 
preliminary meher reports indicate that the meher crops performance is very poor. The Somali Region Disaster 
Prevention and Preparedness Bureau November update indicates that the food security situation during the month 
has been normal, following the early onset and ‘near adequate’ performance of the deyr rains. Terms of trade have 
become favorable for pastoralists as their purchasing power has improved due to increased market price and 
demand for livestock with the Hajj season and the opening of livestock trade market with Saudi Arabia. The report 
also highlights that the abrupt cessation of the rains in mid-October, which was supposed to have extended until 
December, is likely to make the improvements short-lived.   
 

Meanwhile, the Government led seasonal multi-agency needs assessment (meher) has been completed and the 
teams are finalizing data compilation. The assessment result is expected to form the basis for 2010 needs that will be 
compiled in the Humanitarian Requirements Document. For more information contact: wfp.addisababa@wfp.org, 
ocha-eth@un.org & srs.earlywarningdepartment@yahoo.com 
 

Acute Watery Diarrhoea Update 
According to official reports from the Federal Ministry of Health (FMoH), 233 cases of Acute Watery Diarrhoea (AWD) 
with no death were reported from Oromia (Arsi, West Arsi, Bale, West Hararghe and Jimma) and SNNPR (Wolayita, 
South Omo, Hadiya, Sidama and Silti) between 13 and 20 December 2009. WHO and UNICEF continue to provide 
financial and technical assistance to the regions to manage and control the outbreak. The Oromia Regional Health 
Bureau (RHB) with support from UNICEF, WHO, Merlin and MSF Belgium developed a response plan. The plan has 
been shared with partners to facilitate coordinated response. A team from the RHB comprising IEC (Information 
Education and Communication), public and environmental health experts and a UNICEF communication staff are in 
Kulibi (East Hararghe) to work on prevention activities including, AWD awareness creation campaign and 
improvement of water and sanitation facilities. In response to AWD cases in SNNPR, UNICEF sent emergency 
WASH supplies, including 540,000 sachets of Bishan Gari, 6,000 bottles of water guard for water treatment at 
household level and five drums of calcium hypochlorite for water treatment at community level. These supplies 
enable more than 24,000 households to access potable water for one month.  

 

In addition, for the upcoming pilgrimage at Debrelibanos (Oromia) and Lalibela (Amhara), regional bureaus 
supported by partners are undertaking AWD prevention activities in health, communication, water, sanitation and 
hygiene sectors.  For more information contact: who-wro@et.afro.who.int & kmcdonald@unicef.org 
 

Resource Allocation and Stock Update 
WFP reports that the seventh round (December 2009) of food allocation was completed for Amhara and Oromia 
regions, while requests have been submitted from Beneshangul-Gumuz, SNNP, and Tigray. WFP indicates that 
confirmed relief resources are adequate to meet needs for the first quarter of 2010 and part of the second quarter, 
considering available resources from the Joint Emergency Operation Programme (JEOP). Additional resources are, 
however, required to ensure timely relief assistance until June 2010. In addition, resources for the Targeted 
Supplementary Feeding (TSF) programme are short to meet requirements for the remainder of 2009, indicating that 
there will be no carry-over stock into 2010. Food rations for relief assistance have been distributed at incomplete 
rations since June 2008, leading communities to resort to other coping mechanisms, notes WFP. The latest WFP 
post-distribution monitoring survey results indicate that communities resort to desperate and negative coping 
mechanisms such as reduced food intake, selling livestock, migration, burning charcoal and selling firewood.   
 

Meanwhile, current stocks at Ethiopian Food Security Reserve Administration (EFSRA) stand at 140,103 MT, while 
WFP outstanding repayment to EFSRA amounts to 32,000 MT, as of 16 December 2009. Considering both 
committed and non-committed stocks as of 17 December 2009, DRMFSS reported in-country relief stocks total 
53,331 MT and safety net stocks amount to 2,214 MT. As of 15 December 2009, WFP in-country committed and 
non-committed stocks stand at approximately 50,199 MT of mixed commodities in the various warehouses around 
the country. For more information contact:  wfp.addisababa@wfp.org    


