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> Donors have so far pledged enough 
food aid to cover only 54 percent of 
Ethiopia’s 2003 emergency relief 
requirements.  Food aid to supply 
supplementary food aid programs is 
critically low at 32 percent  of 
requirements.  This is particularly 
worrying given the very poor 
nutritional status being reported in 
many areas of the country.  
 
> While current cereal food aid 
pledges appear to be sufficient to 
partially cover needs through mid-June, 
most of the already -pledged food aid 
has not yet arrived in country.  On-
going distributions rely on supplies from 
the Emergency Food Security Reserve 
(EFSR), where current stock levels are 
low.  Food aid pledges need to translate 
into actual deliveries quickly or food aid 
distributions will be halted altogether as 
early as March. 
 
> On-going food aid distributions have 
to be scaled up in the coming months in 
order to reduce consistently high levels 
of malnutrition.  Most importantly, 
additional pledges to meet the needs of 
supplementary feeding programs are 
urgently required to prevent a further 
deterioration in nutritional status and 
increased mortality. 
 
> According to the National 
Meteorological Services Agency 
(NMSA) forecast for the March-May 
(belg) season, northeastern Ethiopia, 
including most of Afar, parts of eastern 
Tigray, eastern Amhara, central 
Oromiya and northern Somali Regions 
will receive near normal to above 
normal rainfall.   
 
> The rest of the country should 
expect near normal to below normal 
rainfall for the March-May period.  This 
could have a negative impact on long 
cycle crop production, coffee and chat 
cultivation and the availability of 
pasture and water for livestock. 
 
> Contrary to recent trends, cereal 
prices declined slightly in January.  
Possible reasons for the drop include 
ongoing food aid distributions in 
drought affected areas and farmers’ and 
traders’ optimism about the prospects 
for the ensuing belg season. 
 

Highlights 

 

Food aid pledges are encouraging but a significant 
shortfall remains  
Donors have pledged enough food aid to cover only 54 percent of Ethiopia’s 2003 
emergency relief requirements (Table 1).  While this represents an improvement over last 
month, the shortfall is still worrying.  Of particular concern, food aid to supply 
supplementary feeding programs is critically low, meeting only 32 percent of 
requirements at the same time that critical levels of malnutrition are being reported in 
many areas of the country (see nutrition section below).  On a positive note, vegetable oil 
requirements have been fully met. 
 
In terms of individual contributions so far, the European Union (42%), the United States 
(40%) and the United Kingdom (9%) are by far the largest contributors of food aid this 
year. 
 

Food Aid (in Metric Tons) 

Donor 
Cereals 

Vegetable 
Oil 

Blended 
Food Total 

Individual 
Pledges as 
Percent of 
the Total 

Australia  2,324     2,324  0.3 
Canada  3,510     3,510  0.5 
Denmark  2,150     2,150  0.3 
EU  325,294     325,294  42.2 
Germany  7,715     7,715  1.0 
India  10,000     10,000  1.3 
Ireland  4,276    280   4,556  0.6 
Italy    2,466   2,466  0.3 
Japan    1,000   1,000  0.1 
Sweden  20,000     20,000  2.6 
Switzerland  1,314     1,314  0.2 
UK  69,678     69,678  9.0 
USA  259,823   12,346   33,640   305,809  39.7 
Menschen f?r 
Menschen NGO 

 
 13,357  

  
 891  

 
 14,248  

 
1.9 

Others  60    1,182   1,242  0.2 
Total Pledges  719,501   12,346   39,459   771,306  100.0 
Requirements 1,312,609   4,142  124,391  1,441,142  
Pledges as 
Percent of 
Requirements 

 
55 

 
298 

 
32 

 
54 

 

  

Table 1. Status of Food Aid Pledges Against 2003 Requirements by Donor and Type 
of Food Aid 

 

Source: World Food Program, 4 February 2003. 
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In theory, current cereal food aid pledges should be sufficient to partially cover needs through mid-June albeit at a 
reduced ration (12.5kg per beneficiary per month versus the standard 15kg).  In reality, however, most of the food aid 
already pledged has not yet arrived in country.  On-going distributions have been drawing on the Emergency Food 
Security Reserve (EFSR), where current stock levels are low, and getting lower.  Unless repayments are made by aid 
agencies that previously borrowed from the emergency reserve and food aid pledges translate into actual deliveries more 
quickly, food aid distributions will be halted altogether as early as March (Table 2). 

Available stock at the 
beginning of the month 

Expected repayments 
during the month 

Actual and projected 
loans from the 

reserve 

Stock balance at the 
end of the month Month 

A B C D=A+B-C 
January 51,777 71,578 90,927 32,428 

February 32,428 127,272 106,127 53,573 

March 53,573 56,317 123,446 -13,556 

 

Table 2. Monthly Stock Projection for the Emergency Food Security Reserve (EFSR), January-March 2003 
(in Metric Tons) 

Source: Emergency Food Security Reserve Administration (EFSRA). 

Additional pledges are required to cover needs from June to September, when the traditional ‘hungry season’ occurs in 
most crop dependent areas. 
 

1 Global Acute Malnutrition (GAM) above 10%, in the presence of aggravating factors, is considered serious and above 15% critical.  
2 Severe Acute Malnutrition (SAM) above 5% is critical. 
3 Under-5 mortality rate over 1 per 10,000 population per day is considered serious. 
4 Crude Death Rate (CDR) over 3 per 10,000 population per day is considered serious. 
 

Poor nutritional status reported in many areas is likely to persist unless 
food aid distributions are scaled up immediately 
Alarming rates of malnutrition have been reported since the current food crisis in Ethiopia started around July 2002.  In 
spite of significant food aid distributions since that time, these nutritional indicators are still very worrying (Table 3). 
 

Table 3. Results of Recent Nutrition Surveys 
 

Source: Emergency Nutrition Coordination Unit, DPPC (January 2003). 

Region, District or Altitude Zone and Date of  
Survey 

GAM1 
(z-score) 

SAM2 
(z-score) 

Under-5 
Mortality per 

10,000/day3 

CDR per 
10,000/day4 

Somali, agropastoral areas of Erer, Shinille and Dembel 
districts (12/02) 

18.0% 2.0% 3.66 1.09 

Somali, pastoral areas of Erer, Shinille, Dembel and 
Ayisha districts (12/02) 

16.4% 1.2% 3.49 1.09 

Somali, Afdem and Mieso districts (12/02) 13.7% 0.3% 2.53 0.97 
SNNPR, Konso special district (12/02) 10.7% 1.5% 0.67 0.39 
Amhara, Dessie Zuria district (12/02) 17.2% 3.1% 1.67 0.56 
Amhara eastern lowlands Artuma Fursina district (11/02) 13.0% 2.6%   
Arsi lowlands (11/02) 8.0% 0.9% 1.10 0.50 

Somali, Fik and Hamero districts (11/02) 21.6% 2.3% 3.16 0.38 
Somali, Segeg, Duhun and Garbo districts (11/02) 19.9% 1.7% 1.63 0.89 
Oromiya, Fentale lowlands (11/02) 7.4% 0.8% 1.39 0.76 
Amhara, eastern lowlands, Kalu district (11/02) 16.6% 4.0% 1.68 0.60 

Amhara, gorge lowlands, Wegera district (11/02) 17.9% 3.9%   
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Forecasts for the March-May season indicate above normal rainfall 
in northeastern Ethiopia but below normal rains for the rest of the 
country 
 On 6 February, the National Meteorological Services Agency (NMSA) announced its long-range weather forecast for the 
March-May period (locally known as belg in crop dependent areas of northern Ethiopia and gu or sugum in the mainly 
pastoral southeastern and northeastern parts of the country, respectively). 
 
March-May rains are normally useful in the following ways: 

o In Afar and southern Somali Region for pasture growth and water for livestock 
o In the northeastern highlands for short cycle (mostly barley and wheat) crop production 
o In the rest of the country for long cycle crops (mostly maize and sorghum) and for the regeneration of pasture 

and water for livestock 
o In the southwestern, western and eastern parts of the country for the cultivation of cash crops (mostly coffee 

and chat - a mild stimulant). 
 

While some this failure could be related to poor targeting practices and increased morbidity among children, the main 
causes behind these statistics are inadequate general rations and a severe shortage of supplementary food aid. 
 
On-going food aid distributions have to be scaled up immediately if malnutrition rates in the above areas are to be 
reduced.  Additional pledges of supplementary food are also urgently required to prevent further deterioration in 
nutritional status and increased mortality. 

January is usually a dry month in Ethiopia.  This year, however, the highlands of East Hararghe Zone (Oromiya 
Region) and the highland and midland areas in Southern Nations and Nationalities and Peoples’ Region (SNNPR) 
received significant rainfall (60-120 mm).  In both areas, the unseasonable rainfall is considered useful for replenishing 
depleted pasture and water sources and for land preparation for the ensuing belg (minor) agricultural season. 
 

Some areas received unseasonable but beneficial rainfall in January 

Actual Rainfall 
(in MM): 

Long-term Average Rainfall 
(in MM): 

Difference of Actual Rainfall from 
Long-term Average 

   

 

 

 

Figure 1. Actual January 2003 Rainfall Compared with the Long-term Average 

Source: United States Geological Survey (USGS) Eros Data Center. 
Graphics by FEWS NET/Ethiopia. 
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Cereal prices declined slightly in January, possibly due to improved 
prospects of belg (March-May) season rainfall and on-going food aid 
distributions 
 Contrary to trends in the preceding six months, cereal prices in most reported markets declined slightly in January  
(Figure 3 and Table 4). This drop could be related to the unseasonable rainfall observed in several parts of the country 
in December and January, which may have increased farmers’ and traders’ optimism about the prospects for the 
ensuing belg season rainfall.  Food aid distributions may be another important factor helping reduce prices in January. 
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Source: Market Information System of the Ethiopian Grain Trade Enterprise (EGTE); data archives of FEWS NET/Ethiopia. 

Figure 3. Real Retail Prices of White Maize in Addis Ababa: 13 Month Trend and Long-term Monthly 
Average 

 
 

Figure 2.  NMSA Long-range Rainfall Prediction for the 
March-May 2003 Season 

Source: National Meteorological Services Agency (NMSA), 6 February 2003. 
Graphics by FEWS NET/Ethiopia. 

According to the forecast, northeastern Ethiopia, 
including most of Afar, parts of eastern Tigray, eastern 
Amhara, central Oromiya and northern Somali 
Regions will receive near normal to above normal 
rainfall (Figure 2). These are that were severely 
affected by the 2002 drought and are expected to 
benefit significantly from the predicted favorable 
rainfall. 
 
The prediction for the rest of the country is near 
normal to below normal rainfall for the March-May 
period.  Below normal rainfall in these areas, 
including major maize producing areas in the 
Southern Nations, Nationalities and Peoples’ Region 
(SNNPR), could have a negative impact on long cycle 
crop production, coffee and chat cultivation, and the 
availability of pasture and water for livestock. 
 
As March-May is the main rainy season in the 
southeastern pastoral lowlands, below average 
rainfall would mean a slowed recovery from the 
adverse impact of the 1999/2000 drought at best.  At 
worst, it could trigger significant livestock deaths and 
a worsening of the already poor food security 
situation in the area.  
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Disclaimer: 
This document should not be construed as an official pronouncement by FEWS NET or members of the Early Warning Working Group.  
Comments and suggestions regarding this report should be addressed to: 

The Country Representative 
USAID/FEWS NET 
P.O. Box 1014 
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 

Tel:  (251-1) 510088 or 510488 
Fax: (251-1) 510043 

 
Email:  ethiopia@fews.net 

It should be noted, however, that despite the drop, current cereal prices remain substantially higher than both prices 
during the same period last year and the long-term averages.  For instance, white maize prices in Addis Ababa market 
are nearly 60 percent above their long-term average levels. 
 
If belg rains prove to be favorable in the traditional belg dependent areas as predicted and if on going food aid 
distributions are maintained or scaled up, cereal prices may stabilize at their current levels or increase only gradually. 
 
On the other hand,  some donors such as the European Union, plan to procure significant amounts of food aid on the 
domestic markets.  Should this happen, we can anticipate a rise in cereal prices in the coming months. 
 
 

  Percentage Change from   
 Jan 03 

(Birr/Quintal) 
Previous Month 

(Dec 02) 
Last Year 
(Jan 02) 

WHITE MAIZE 
Addis Ababa 154 -2 185 
Nekempte 122 1 221 
Jimma 117 -1 149 
Dire Dawa 147 5 73 
Mekele 160 2 98 
WHITE SORGHUM 
Addis Ababa 195 -12 67 
Gonder 166 0 93 
Dire Dawa 235 -4 42 
Mekele 190 -4 52 
WHITE WHEAT 
Addis Ababa 220 3 100 
Bale Robe 147 -2 163 
Hossaena 164 0 134 
Dire Dawa 225 2 22 
Mekele 192 -6 37 
MIXED TEFF 
Addis Ababa 256 1 23 
Hossaena 169 -1 44 
Bahir Dar 210 7 52 
Dire Dawa 256 2 15 
Mekele 225 11 40 
WHITE BARLEY 
Addis Ababa 170 -6 19 
Gonder 199 3 26 
Jimma 163 -8 80 
Assela 150 -1 28 
Mekele 221 17 55 

 Source: Market Information System of the Ethiopian G rain Trade Enterprise (EGTE); data archives of FEWS NET/Ethiopia. 
Notes: Quintal = 100 kg; 1 Ethiopian Birr = 12 US Cents.  

Table 4. Retail Prices for Selected Cereals by Market 


