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Between 17-24th of March spring thaw has caused fresh floods in East Kazakhstan Province 
(Tarbagatay, Abay, Kurchum, Zaysan  and  Ulan districts), destroying 1,000 homes and damaging a 
further 1,600 houses and 424 nonresidential buildings. No casualties have been reported. At least 
five bridges have been destroyed or seriously damaged. The worst affected area is five villages in 
Tarbagatay district with 386 homes destroyed and 563 houses damaged. Significant losses of 
livestock have been reported in all five districts, with an estimated 30,000 sheep, 4,000 cows, and 
more than 1,500 horses killed by the floods. Since March 22, the floods have receded but the risk of 
new floods remains high.   
 
Government has temporarily evacuated over 7,301 people from affected and high risk areas to public 
facilities such as schools and kindergartens. Government has also mobilized over 2,000 search and 
rescue works and 300 vehicles including helicopters to the area.  
 
Earlier, on 11 and 12 March, floods and dam failures in Southern Kazakhstan affected several 
villages and small towns in Almaty Province: Karatal,  Aksu, Kerbulak, Koksu and Uighur  as well 
one provincial center – the city of Taldykurgan. Over 10,000 people were affected, 5,120 people 
were displaced and 37 have been confirmed killed of which 8 were children. The situation has been 
effectively responded to by the Ministry of Emergencies with support from the Kazakh National Red 
Crescent Society and other local partners.   
 
 
 

 

I. HIGHLIGHTS/KEY PRIORITIES 

 

• The government of Kazakhstan has organized the evacuation and relocation of flood 

affected population in Eastern and Southern Kazakhstan and provided them with the 

necessary relief items.  

• The government has not requested for international assistance. This report is for alert 

and monitoring purposes only;  

• US$ 127,176 has been allocated from IFRC un-earmarked resources (Disaster Relief 

Emergency Fund) to support the Kazakhstan National Society in delivering 

immediate assistance to 480 beneficiaries and to replenish emergency stocks. 

 

II. Situation Overview 
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US$ 127,176 has been allocated from IFRC’s un-earmarked resources (Disaster Relief Emergency 
Fund) to support the Kazakhstan National Society in delivering immediate assistance to 480 
beneficiaries and to replenish emergency stocks. The main purpose of the operation is to provide 
food (hot meals) and non-food items (hygiene kits) to the 480 most vulnerable people among the 
affected population, and to reduce the risk of water-related diseases through hygiene promotion 
among those temporarily resettled. The operation is expected to be implemented over three months, 
and will be completed by mid-June, 2010. 
 

 
The Ministry of Emergency Situations has set up a regional operation center for coordination of 
response under the deputy head of the Almaty province.  
 
The UN has activated its Disaster Management Team and remains in close contact with other 
international partners in case the situation further deteriorates and international support is needed. 
For now though the DMT is monitoring the situation.  
 

 
The Prime Minister of Kazakhstan pledged US$ 4 million for immediate relief to the affected 
population in Southern Kazakhstan and reconstruction of the affected area.  
 
All humanitarian partners including donors and recipient agencies are encouraged to inform FTS of 

cash and in-kind contributions by sending an email to: fts@reliefweb.int. 
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