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General Situation 
 
The Flash Appeal was launched today by the Emergency Relief Coordinator in New York and 
the RC/HC together with the heads of agencies in Port-au-Prince for an amount of USD 107.7 
million. Member States expressed their support to the country and new government in this 
difficult time. France, Canada and Trinidad and Tobago announced pledges for a total amount 
of approximately USD 12 million. Financial Tracking shows that USD 685,000 of the appeal 
have been funded so far and 9 million uncommitted pledges have been made to the appeal.  
USD 19.6 million have been pledged to projects not listed in the appeal. 
 
According to the national civilian protection unit (DPC), 328 people have been confirmed 
dead. Some 170,000 families have been affected as a result of tropical storms Fay, Hanna, 
Gustav and Ike. Some areas in the Southern Departments have still not been accessed. In 
Artibonite, the DPC considers Gonaives, Grand Saline and Desdunes as the priority area. 
 
The Country Team continues to reinforce the cluster system. WFP and UNDP have received 
an important support at the global level for the Logistics and Early Recovery clusters. 
 
Chiefs of cooperation agencies met today in the G10. Donors have confirmed their full support 
to the RC/HC for his role of coordination in operations and have expressed their willingness to 
work more closely with the clusters. 
 
WFP reports that the number of affected persons having received food aid continues to increase 
significantly. 167,301 people have received 775 MT of food aid. 
 
Road Conditions 
 
MINUSTAH reports: 
 
North-West: UN staff movement is prohibited between Port de Paix and Gonaïves. 
 
North: The road between Cap Haitian and Fort Liberté is passable but the road between Cap 
Haitian and Gonaives is not, except for the section between Cap Haitian and Ennery. 
 
North-East: From Fort Liberté to Cap Haitian and to Morne Case, Ouanaminte and Terrier 
Rouge, the road is open, as well as from Ouanaminte to Dajabon. 
 
Artibonite: Many roads are impassable because of flooding areas. Bridges have collapsed on 
the roads between Gonaïves and Ennery and the road between Saint-Marc and PAP (at 
Montroui). Between Ennery and Cap Haitian the road is open. 
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Centre: The bridge at Mirebalais West side has collapsed. The roads between Hinche and 
Mirebalais and Mirebalais and Saint Marc are accessible, as well as between Mirebabalais and 
PAP.  
 
South-East: The road between Jacmel and Belle Anse is now in good shape, including for 
heavy trucks. The road at Cayes Jacmel is blocked due to the level of water at the bridge. 
 
Nippes, South and Grande Anse: The flooded Miragoane bridge at Berquin has been reopened. 
The bridge at Grand Goave is at the verge of collapsing, meaning caution is absolutely 
necessary when crossing. There is a detour around the collapsed bridge at Duparc, making the 
road between Miragoane and Les Cayes passable. 
The Centre d’Opération d’Urgence Communal (COUC) of Cabaret, in the West, reports that 
access is still very difficult towards the communal sections and the road to Cazale is 
impassable. 
 
 
 
Sectoral/ Cluster coordination 
 
The following coordination structure is currently operational in Haiti: 
 
 

Sector/cluster Governmental 
institutions 

Lead agency (UN 
and partners) 

Agriculture MARNDR FAO 
Coordination and support services MPCE OCHA 
Early recovery MPCE UNDP 
Education MEFP UNICEF 
Food assistance CNSA WFP 
Health MSPP PAHO/WHO 
Logistics  WFP 
Protection  UNICEF 
Shelter and Non-food items MAST/DPC IOM 
Water and sanitation DPSPE/MSPP UNICEF 

 
 
 
While assessments are still ongoing, there is a clearly identified need to reinforce the national 
capacity and existing coordination structures. The country team has requested support from 
global clusters in the following four areas: Logistics (WFP), Water & Sanitation (UNICEF), 
Shelter and Non-Food Items (IOM) and Early Recovery (UNDP) and cluster leads in Haiti 
have already been in touch with their respective Headquarters to request reinforcements in 
these areas.  
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Information by sector/cluster 
 
Shelter and non-food items 
 
According to the DPC, the distribution of shelters throughout the country is the following: 
Artibonite 150 shelters 
Centre 3 shelters 
Grand Anse 0 shelters 
Nippes 2 shelters 
North 0 shelters 
North East 0 shelters 
North West 12 shelters 
West 16 shelters 
South 6 shelters 
South East 5 shelters 
 
 
The shelter and non-food item cluster reports that UNFPA has recruited a midwife to be based 
in Jacmel. The midwife will remain in the South East area for some two weeks and assess the 
situation of pregnant women, as well as collect data on STD/HIV. She is bringing medication 
with her. 
 
Les Anglais/Chardonnieres and Tiburon are in dire need of drinking water. Caritas is well 
connected in the whole South coast and will contact IOM Cayes regarding stocks of water in 
Les Cayes. 460 kits were distributed between Port Salut and Port à Piment. 
 
This coming Sunday, Caritas/CRS have planned food distributions by boat in the affected area.  
 
ACTED has distributed kits in Haut Plateau area and is currently trying to reach areas in Bas 
Artibonite. 
 
Save the Children is planning to send staff to Gonaïves over the weekend to assist children who 
are in need of psychosocial support. 
 
Caritas/CRS are requesting a list of shelters that need to be rehabilitated.  
 
In La Vallée, many people are returning to their homes but are in need of zinc sheeting and 
water.   
 
Wyclef Jean and Matt Damon are planning a visit this coming weekend to shelters in Cabaret 
and Gonaïves. 
 
A shipment from a USAID donation is ongoing, including 7,000 plastic sheeting, 5,000 
hygiene kits and 10,000 jerry cans.  
 
 
Health 
 
A visit to local jail in Gonaïves concluded that the medical facilities have been cleared, but 
there still is a lack of drugs and adequate access to water.   The health services at the location 
are facilitated by a nurse and two health support personnel. Health experts have further also 
visited the general cemetery of Gonaives, where some 100 graves of victims of the floods were 
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identified. No signs of fresh graves linked to the floods. The Health cluster representative 
informed that the focal point for drugs management in the area has departing and no 
replacement has been identified. 
 
The local health authorities made a request for generators and autoclave and general support 
with food, water and other relief items to the local health staff working a the clinics. He further 
requested for additional medical staff in order to open an additional health clinic in the central 
part of town. 
 
The CARE health clinic does receive an average of 400 patient's day and there is no sign of the 
demands are decreasing. The MSF hospital situated in the town of Ennery is requesting support 
with fuel, water and butane gas for their cool facilities. 
 
Food 
 
Relief response to date: 
- Beneficiaries reached :  167,301 persons 
- Tonnage distributed :  775 MT 
 
Gonaives:  
 
WFP continues to deliver food assistance to some 20,000 people per day in Gonaives. 
Distributions take place during the day and at night in collaboration with MINUSTAH. The 
family rations, composed of rice, beans, corn-soya blend and vegetable oil, were planned for 7 
or 14 days but since the beneficiary figure has been increasing in Gonaives, family ration have 
been distributed for shorter periods to cover more beneficiaries. MINUSTAH deploys a 
maximum of men and trucks for these distributions.  
 
WFP monitors the consumption of the food as Protection Civile’s figures on population 
numbers in shelters are not accurate and as people located in shelters share their food with 
neighbors.  
 
On September 11 and 12 (until noon), WFP had distributed 32 MT of additional food 
commodities in Gonaives.  
 
(Figures for Gonaives as of 12 Sep 12:00 - beneficiaries reached: 84,985 / tonnage distributed: 
135MT) 
 
General: 
  
On Saturday 13 September, WFP will carry out distributions of dry rations in Cabaret to some 
400 families. These beneficiaries will receive a full food basket composed rice, beans, CSB 
and vegetable oil. 
 
On 11 September, WFP reached new beneficiaries in Ennery (Artibonite) where 3,8MT of high 
energy biscuits (HEB) were distributed. Since 10 September, WFP is distributing rations that 
consist of various commodities in addition to HEB as coal and cooking facilities are becoming 
available in town. The switch from ready-to-eat HEB to food commodities required detailed 
planning from WFP and MINUSTAH.  
 
Today, food distributions in Les Cayes were disrupted due to tension in the community 
between local population, awaiting assistance, and local authorities. 
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This week sees the start of the US military’s support of humanitarian logistics in Haiti - since 8 
September WFP has delivered food commodities to Gonaives, Les Cayes and Port de Paix on 
US helicopters and vessels and arranged for interagency UN-chartered vessels – WFP has 
facilitated the transport of humanitarian supplies to Gonaives for several NGOs, including 
MSF-France and –Belgium, Oxfam GB, ACF, Spanish Red Cross, IOM and Pharmaciens Sans 
Frontieres.  
 
Two helicopters were due to Port-de-Paix this afternoon, but they were finally called to 
Gonaives because of the flooded landing zone.  
 
Additional WFP staff is continuously being sent to Gonaives to reinforce assessment and 
coordination.  
 
WFP is also providing food to local authorities in order for them to distribute it to the 
population. 
 
Food assistance, including dry family rations and distributions in temporary shelters, has been 
provided by WFP with its partners Care, Caritas and Crose. 
 
World vision has also done distributions in Hinche and Island of La Gonave, and CRS has 
provided dry food rations in Les Cayes.   
 
Distributed food commodities include: high energy biscuits (to date a total of 45MT), rice, 
beans, corn-soya blend, and vegetable oil. HEB are the most appropriate type of food in a 
situation where people have no access to cooking facilities. WFP is distributing rations of HEB 
that last for 5 days per family whereas the distributed family rations are intended, depending on 
the zone, for one, two or four weeks, depending on the site.  
 
 
On-going assessment missions (8) 
 
- Artibonite (special focus Gonaives) 
- Nippes 
- North 
- North-East 
- North-West 
- West (special focus on Cabaret) 
- South 
- South-East 
 

 Key findings: 
  

- Situation in the city and the shelters in Gonaives is improving – the decreasing tension 
allows for more organized and faster distributions of WFP food commodities to 
beneficiaries 

- Distributions are carried out during the day as well as at night time in Gonaives, in 
coordination with MINUSTAH and partners 

- Due to rising beneficiary figures in Gonaives, WFP is distributing rations to cover 
shorter periods than initially planned, in order to reach all beneficiaries  

- WFP has some 100 MT of food commodities in stock in Gonaives and is preparing 
another shipment of additional supplies 



 
 

 6

- A 3-day evaluation mission is ongoing in the South (Les Cayes) – WFP attended today 
a coordination meeting with DPC, UNDAC, etc. and tomorrow, Saturday, a 
MINUSTAH flight is scheduled to Tiburon for further evaluation of the area. Six 
communities are reported to remain inaccessible  

- Today, some 30 MT of food were delivered to Les Cayes by US helicopter which 
Caritas and CRS started distributing. The distribution was, however, suspended due to 
tension in the community  

- Joint assessments are carried out in North-West (Port-de-Paix) since 11 September by 
Red Cross and Caritas, among others. According to today’s preliminary reports from 
WFP team in Port-de-Paix, the situation on Ile de la Tortue is serious as most boats 
used for delivering food commodities to the island are destroyed and 450 families 
would have lost their homes 

- A boat with WFP food is expected to arrive to Port-de-Paix on Sunday or Monday 
- Shortage of fuel reported in many areas 
- Certain areas of North-West remain inaccessible for evaluation missions  
- The destruction of crops will further deteriorate the food security situation 
- Food prices increasing  food insecurity is an issue to hurricane affected people but 

also to those were not directly affected by the natural disasters 
- Shortage and/or high prices of food commodities on local markets reported in most 

areas 
- Food is being delivered by air, sea and road, when possible 
 

 
Coordination 
 
WFP is coordinating humanitarian logistics and acting as liaison on humanitarian logistics 
issues with MINUSTAH, as well as on other military assets being provided by the United 
States, including sea and air support.  
 
A WFP ICT team is preparing to install telecoms in Gonaives. The team was scheduled to go to 
Gonaives today but got bumped off the helicopter flight, and has to reschedule. Equipment is 
on the way from Dubai for a radioroom and internet in Gonaives. The plan is to set up a 24/7 
radioroom in Gonaives. Telecoms Sans Frontieres has set up a temporary cybercafe in 
Gonaives and WFP is set up a permanent one.  
 
WFP food distributions and ongoing evaluation missions are carried out with partner agencies, 
NGOs and local authorities. 
 
Regular coordination meetings are held with WFP partners (food security, logistics, ICT). 
 
 
Nutrition 
 
A slight increase in the number of cases of severe malnutrition has been reported by partners. 
 
For children suffering from moderate malnutrition the situation can rapidly evolve into severe 
malnutrition during the emergency phase. The country does not have the capacity to respond to 
respond to a massive number of severe cases. 
 
Distribution of supplementary and micronuriments in shelters to the most vulnerable groups. 
 
South: Support form the nutritionnal unit of Terre des Hommes. 
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Gonaïves: MSF Belgium will respond to identified cases of malnutrition. 
 
Partners are needed with expertise in nutritional recovery in the north and South-East as well as 
rapid assessments of the status of nutrition in shelters and affected families. 
 
Priority areas identified are the North-West, Artibonite, the South, South-East and the West. 
 
 
Protection  
 
The main concerns relate to the situation of women and children in shelters as well as children 
in institutions. The emergency situation confirms the estimates of IBESR and UNICEF, 
according to which around 500 institutions for children are not registered. Many of them have 
called for assistance of various partners because of the floods. 
 
Special attention should be given to children in detention, especially in Gonaïves, and to 
unaccompanied children.  
 
Information is reaching the cluster regarding cases of sexual assaults on women and girls. 
Actions are being coordinated with MCDF, UNICEF/UNIFEM/UNFPA/MINUSTAH and 
partner organizations for the prevention and response to violence against women and girls. 
 
There will also have to be particular attention given to displaced families seeking food and aid 
because of reported aggressions. 
 
Different assessments have been conducted by the following NGOs: AVSI, Save the Children 
(SE), CRS/Caritas (South, Grande Anse & Nippes), World Concern (NW), HRC (all 
departments). Guidelines on the protection of women in shelters have been developed by 
UNIFEM/FNUAP/MCF.   
 
Short term needs include psychosocial support for affected families in shelters; sectoral 
assessments; human resources; assessments on the situation of prisoners, orphans and other 
vulnerable groups. Family reunification activities need to be undertaken.  
 
There is very good implication and communication with governmental instances concerned 
such as MAST, MCFDF, IBESR and DPC on priorities of protection in emergency.  
 
Main partners for protection are finishing their assessments at the level of affected 
departments, such as CRH, Save the Children, Plan, AVSI, CRS and World Vision. 
 
A document on measures of prevention against violence against women and girls in case of 
natural disasters has been finalized by MCFDF with the technical support of 
UNIFEM/UNFPA/UNICEF/MINUSTAH. 
 
Priorities are: 
 

- Prevention of family separation 
- Re-establish family links 
- Prevention of violence against women and girls 
- Monitoring and urgent response for children in institutions 
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Priority areas: West, Artibonite, South East, South, North-West and Nippes. 
 
Education 
 
In the current context, children who are already vulnerable, are even more at risk not to be able 
to attend school because of the increase in precariousness of families and damage caused to 
school infrastructures. The number of children not attending schools might increase even 
further. 
 
The school start, planned for October 6th, poses major challenges for the sector in view of 
immediate response needed: number of infrastructure damaged or destroyed, number of 
families and children having lost everything and not able to pay for school, use of many 
schools as shelters. 
 
Partial assessments have been conducted by the ministry of national education: at least 7 
departments out of 10 have already had assessments. Preliminary assessments are being 
conducted by some organizations in the field.  
 
Immediate priorities, before October 6th, are: 
 

- Schools used as shelters need to be disoccupied. 
- Temporary schools and education activities to be organized 
- School material and furniture needed. 
- Cleaning and rehabilitation of schools 

 
Medium and long term priorities: 

 
- Rehabilitation of school infrastructure and Watsan in damaged schools 
- Reconstruction of destroyed schools 

 
Water and sanitation 
 
Needs are still very important for the WASH sector and humanitarian assistance continues to 
arrive in the field, except for a few areas in several departments that are still not accessible by 
road, in particular for the departments of the South, South-East and neighboring areas of 
Gonaïves. Conditions of access to affected areas remain difficult, which is why there is still not 
precise figure on the global volume of needs. Technical assessments continue in cooperation 
with SNEP (national potable water unit) and results will be communicated soon. 
 
Achievements so far include the delivery of potable water, water containers, hygiene kits and 
products for treatment of water to more than 60,000 people. 
 
 
 
 
Reports and maps about the situation in Haiti can be found on: http://ochaonline.un.org/haiti 


