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The latest reports from WHO indicated that one new 
countries in the region reported cases: Honduras (1). 
In the last two weeks, the countries in the region 
have shown two different scenarios. One Group of 
countries shows an increase of less than 5 cases in 
the last week (Argentina, Guatemala, Colombia, Cuba 
and El Salvador).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The second group shows a drastically increase in the 
number of cases (Mexico from 3,103 to 4,174, Peru 
from 1 to 25, Chile from 1 to 44 and Ecuador from 1 
to 10).  Death tolls in Latin America have been 
reported only in Mexico with 80 cases and Costa Rica 
with one case.  

For more details, visit WHO site at www.who.int. 

HIGHLIGHTS:   
 BRAZIL: Civil Defense authorities continue to monitor and provide assistance to more than 257,000 people evacuated. 12 

States in the North Eastern Region of Brazil have been experiencing flooding since the end of March 2009. 
 HURRICANE SEASON 2009: The 2009 hurricane season begins on June 1, and forecasters reported it will be less active than 

last year’s which saw 16 named storms and 8 hurricanes.   
 INFLUENZA A(H1N1):  Honduras was added to the list with confirmed cases. Numbers continue to rise in the region. 

A (H1N1) INFLUENZA  
(Full map can be downloaded from: http://www.who.int/csr/don/GlobalSubnationalMaster_20090525_1000.png) 



Weekly Note On Emergencies  
 2 

FLOODS  
BRAZIL: Civil Defense authorities continue to monitor 

and provide assistance to more than 257,000 people 

evacuated. According to latest reports, 12 States in 

the North Eastern Region of Brazil have been 

experiencing flooding since the end of March 2009; 

The most affected states are: Ceara, Maranhao, 

Bahia, Alagoas, Paraiba, Sergipe, Pernambuco. The 

Brazilian Red Cross and the World Society for the 

Protection of Animals jointly assessed the situation 

and survivability of the families and their livestock. As 

of May 22, some 122,000 were in shelters and 45 

people were reported dead. 
Source: Brazil Civil Defense 

 

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC: Severe rains caused major 
flood damaged in San Cristobal and Villa Altagracia.  
According to latest reports from the Emergency 
Operations Center (COE), 4,220 people have been 
affected and more than 720 houses are damaged. 
The report also indicates the decrease of the level of 
Alert in various areas of the country.  

Source: COE DR 

 

HAITI: Floods have killed at least 11 people in Haiti, 

as the poor Caribbean nation struggles to recover 

from last year's disasters, civil protection officials said 

on May 21. Several hundred homes have been 

damaged or destroyed and more than 600 families 

have been left homeless during the past three days. 

Most of the victims were killed while crossing rivers or 

when their flimsy homes collapsed, officials said. 

Haiti, the poorest country in the Americas, is 

vulnerable to floods due to massive deforestation, 

poor drainage in cities and because many shanty 

towns were built near river beds. 

Many Haitians fear they could face new destruction 

during the hurricane season that begins on June 1.  

Source: REUTERS 

 

NICARAGUA: Some 1,500 families have been affected 
by floods from May 22, which also damaged more 
than 370 houses.   

Source: SINAPRED 

 

GUATEMALA: The Institute of Seismology, 

Volcanology, Meteorology and Hydrology 

(INSIVUMEH) has predicted a heavy winter for the 

coming months. The institute in coordination with 

CONRED is preparing contingency plans to avoid 

human and material losses. 

Source: CONRED 

 

HURRICANE SEASON                       . 
 
The 2009 hurricane season begins on June 1, and 
forecasters reported it will be less active than last 
year’s which saw 16 named storms and 8 hurricanes. 
Researchers at North Carolina State University say 
between 11 and 14 storms will develop in the 
Atlantic, 6 to 8 of which will become hurricanes. At 
Colorado State University, researchers forecast 12 
named storms, including 6 hurricanes.  

Source: AP  

 

DENGUE OUTBREAK 
 
PARAGUAY: On May 22, authorities announced the 
organization of fumigation activities in different parts 
of the country.  The activity plans to stop the advance 
of the disease, which has reached 3,177 confirmed 
cases and  1,922 cases are being studied. 

Source: Paraguay Ministry of Health 


