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Humanitarian Action in Southern Sudan Report 
Week 18 

27 April - 03 May 2009 
 
SUMMARY/HIGHLIGHTS 
 

 Relative calm maintained in Southern Sudan with few cases of conflict being reported this 
week.  

 UNMIS verification team confirms that 4 and not 28 women were raped during the inter-
ethnic attack on 21 April, in Tonj South County, Warrap state.  

 Humanitarian assistance and verification teams still on the ground in Akobo town, Jonglei 
State, in response to the humanitarian needs of the 15,353 displaced by conflict from Nyandit 
Payam, south of Akobo town.  

 
I. FOCUS ON SECURITY AND HUMANITARIAN ACCESS 
 
Unity State: As confirmed by the Bentiu Sector Commander, a group of SPLA soldiers at Sarkuer 
camp located in Mayon County mutinied on 29 April 2009. The incident allegedly led to the 
destruction of villages and markets in the area and an estimated displacement of about 600 
civilians around Wang Kay payam. UNMIS and UNRSCO are following up on the matter. 
Jonglei State: Situation remained relatively calm with no reported cases of attacks this week. 
UNMIS Military Observers have established a temporary base in Pibor to increase UNMIS state 
presence in the area. Humanitarian response is on-going in the affected areas of Akobo and Pibor.  
Rumbek, Warrap State: Contrary to media reports, UNMIS Protection and Human Rights 
verification teams confirmed that 4 and not 28 women from the Bongo community were raped 
following the attack on 21 April, by youth from the neighbouring Gok clan of Lakes States.  
None of the women died during the attack. No reason has been put forth for the targeting of the 
Bongo community. Due to lack of medical facilities in Tonj town, none of the victims has 
received medical assistance. An elderly man and a Wildlife Services officer were however killed 
during the attack, with another man from the Lao tribe forcibly castrated by the attackers. The 
SSRRC Deputy Secretary estimated the total number of IDPs in Tonj as 3,358 individuals, 
including 1,228 children. Critical needs include food, NFIs and shelter.    
 

  [UNMIS CA, OCHA EP& R,  RCSO] 
II. CURRENT ISSUES 
NTR 
 
III. POPULATION MOVEMENTS 
Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) 

• NTR 
 
Returns and Re-integration  

• This week 518 persons (120 families) reached home under the organized voluntary 
repatriation programme, out of whom 506 persons (117 families) came from Uganda, 
three persons (one family) came from CAR and nine persons (two families) came from 
Ethiopia to Central Equatoria State. No returnees were received under the assisted 
voluntary self-repatriation programme. 

• Since 1 January to 2 May 2009 the total number of persons returned through organised 
means supported by UNHCR was 22,742 of whom 22,465 persons (99%) were organized 
and 277 persons (1%) were under the assisted self-repatriation programme. 
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• In Lasu settlement in CES UNHCR continued the re-verification exercise in all the 
villages and compiled information related to educational levels, occupations, agricultural 
activities and changes in family composition. The number of the refugees registered both 
in CES and WES is fluid as refugees reportedly travel across the border either 
permanently or with an intention to return.  

•  IOM conducted a returnee monitoring in all the 17 villages in Lobonok between 27 and 
30 April. Assessment of villages in Unity state is on-going, with the aim of identifying 
reintegration challenges. So far 642 families out of 1203 have been assessed. The village 
assessment programme is however challenged by the start of the rainy season that 
complicates accessibility by road in the area.  

• On the 1st of May, IOM registered 109 Households (370 individuals) in Kajo Keji 
willing to return to Lainya and Juba. The expected day of departure of the convoy is 7th 
of May. In Northern Bahr-el-Ghazal, IOM conducted hygiene and sanitation campaigns 
at Majankar and attended to 252 persons.  

          [UNHCR, IOM] 
IV. SITUATION, NEEDS AND RESPONSE BY SECTOR 
Common Services and Coordination 
NTR         
 
Disease Outbreaks 

• A cholera outbreak has been confirmed in Pibor with 50 cases and 5 deaths being 
reported in the last week of April 2009. UNICEF further reported seven cases of 
suspected AWD and two deaths in Juba County (Lologo, Hai Thaura and Buluk). Other 
suspected cholera cases have been reported in Aweil East (NBeG) and in the Alek region 
(Warrap State). MSF-F, WHO and UNICEF are responding to the outbreaks.  

• The Central Equatoria Ministry of Health Surveillance Team is investigating the cases in 
Juba County and will support the affected communities. UNICEF provided 4,000 sachets 
of Oral Re-hydration Salt (ORS) to the Ministry for the Lologo community as a first line 
response.  

• An emergency taskforce meeting will be held on 4th May to address gap areas in supplies 
and develop an action plan in cholera prone areas. 

[UNICEF, OCHA EP& R] 
Health 
Immunization 
• Polio: State level campaigns for the 4th round of Polio National Immunisation Days (NIDs) 

occurred this week (26-29 April) across 10 states in the Southern region. Some 316,000 
children under five were vaccinated. The campaign targets the vaccination of an estimated 2.8 
million children under the age of five years. In preparation for Polio NIDs, WHO and 
UNICEF facilitated training for 141 vaccinators, recorders, field assistants from Guit, Koch, 
and Pariang counties (Unity state).  

• In Bor (Jonglei state) H.E. the Governor Kual Manyang who officiated the campaign declared 
April 28th as the monitoring day by all of the state offices. In Malakal, Radio Malakal and 
Bentiu FM were used extensively for social mobilization with the distribution of 
informational materials on Polio and vehicles with megaphones.   

• Meningitis: In Unity state, preparation works for a Meningitis campaign scheduled for 4 May 
2009 are underway. The campaign seeks to cover nine Payams in Pariang and Biu counties, 
targeting 70% of the population. So far, 34 cases have been reported in Biu and Panyijar 
Counties, with numbers rapidly increasing. MoH, MSF-H, Medair and WHO will participate 
in the campaign. UNICEF provided 65,000 doses of meningitis vaccines and accessories for 
the campaign.   

• Measles: Preparation for a Measles follow up vaccination for Rubkona, Bentiu town and 
Koch County, targeting 37,000 children at minimum are on-going. State Ministry of Health 
(SMOH) will be supported by UNICEF and WHO during the campaign. 
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Primary Health Care  
• UNICEF provided the Malaria Consortium in Malakal with assorted drugs including 

Amoxicillin, Paracetamol, Ferrous and Folic acid and other supplies plus 73 bicycles, 
stethoscope binaural and sphygmomanometer.  

• Additionally, UNICEF provided its partner NGO (OVCI) with 10 basic health care kits, 4 
midwifery kits and 200 clean delivery kits for 2,000 people.  Four OVCI health care facilities 
in Juba, Kator and Munuki Payams of Central Equatoria State provide primary health care 
services to 15,000 children under the age of five years and women of child bearing age.   

Safe Motherhood:  
• The SMoH and CARE, supported by UNICEF, reported that a total of 1,565 pregnant 
women had 1st Ante-Natal Clinic (ANC) visits and 1,520 had 2nd visits. 287 women gave birth at 
Bentiu hospital in Rubkona and Primary Health Care Center (PHCC) in Mayendith and Biu 
counties of Unity state during Jan-March 2009, with no maternal and neonatal death reported.  
• UNICEF-supported Owaci PHCC in Upper Nile reported that 15 women had 1st ANC 
visit, 8 had 4th visits and about 100 received various nutritional supplements. Six women gave 
birth, with no neonatal and maternal death. 
HIV/AIDS 
Primary Prevention 
• UNICEF partner, Catholic Diocese of Torit (CDOT) in greater Kapoeta County (Eastern 

Equatoria State) trained 18 peer educators (6 women and 12 men) and 8 VCT (Voluntary 
Counseling and Testing) counselors (3 women and 5 men) on HIV/AIDS life skills, and pre 
and post-test counseling and testing.    

• UNICEF partner, Young Women Christian Association (YWCA) in Yambio (Western 
Equatoria State) trained 40 peer educators (25 women and 15 men) on HIV/AIDS life skills.   

• UNICEF partner, ZOA Refugee Care program organized a refresher course for five male 
VCT counselors from Maridi hospital, Maridi Service Agency (MSA) and Community 
Action against Poverty and HIV/AIDS (CAAPH) in Maridi (Western Equatoria state).  

Children Affected by HIV/AIDS 
• UNICEF partner, ZOA Refugee Care trained 11 people (2 women and 9 men) on home-based 

care on HIV/AIDS in Maridi and Ibba counties (Western Equatoria state).  
Prevention of Mother-to-Child Transmission (PMTCT):                      
• UNICEF partner, Catholic Diocese of Torit (CDOT) provided PMTCT services in Kapoeta 

Mission Hospital and St Theresa Mission Hospital (Western Equatoria state): 442 pregnant 
women counseled, of which 265 pregnant women tested and five of them tested HIV positive. 

• UNICEF partner, ZOA Refugee Care trained 21 medical & community health workers (8 
women and 13 men) from Katigiri PHCC and Wondruba (Central Equatoria state) on 
HIV/AIDS prevention, PMTCT, and post exposure prophylaxis. The team provided PMTC 
services at Katigiri where 30 pregnant women were counseled and 25 tested for HIV.  

Nutrition 
• Following 201 reported cases of moderate to severe malnutrition amongst the IDPs and host 

communities in Mvolo and surrounding villages (Western Equatoria state), UNICEF provided 
its partners, Save the Children US and Sudan Inland Development Fund, with an integrated 
health and nutrition package targeting 2,321 people in the area. The package includes 
supplies for nutrition screening, immunization of measles and polio and de-worming, with 
plumpy nuts and vitamin A supplements.     

Food Aid  
• Overall, WFP assisted 82,080 beneficiaries with 910mt of food in South Sudan during the 

reporting week. These included 15,840 IDPs displaced by the ongoing inter-tribal conflict in 
Akobo County in Jonglei State in the preceding week, who were assisted with 128mt, 
following an inter-agency assessment team that recommended a 15-day ration.  

• WFP has between April and May 2009 lost over 200mt of food in looting incidents in 
Jonglei, especially in Pibor and Bor areas. Planned road security assessments in Bor, Duk, 
Nyirol, Uror, Ayod and Khorfulus were also postponed. 
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• WFP and the South Sudan Rehabilitation and Reintegration Commission (SSRRC) provided 
a 3-month reintegration food ration to 410 government-assisted returnees, who arrived in 
Shambe port in Lakes State from Khartoum. 

Non-Food Items (NFIs) & Emergency Shelter 
• Jonglei: 2,181 NFI kits and 3,600 long-life treated nets (LLTNs) and 1,735 kitchen kits were 

dispatched from Common Pipeline Pilot Project stocks in various locations to Akobo town.  
These will be supplemented by a further 995 Pipeline Pilot Project stocks already on the 
ground in Akobo and 266 UNICEF NFI kits.  Distributions will be carried out by Nile Hope 
Development Foundation.  

• IOM is expected to dispatch 250 NFIs in the coming week in response to the additional 
displacement from Pibor.  Distributions to affected households will be carried out by SSRRC. 

Further information on the NFI & ES Sector can be obtained by visiting UNJLC’s website at 
www.unjlc.org/sudan or by e-mailing sudan.juba@unjlc.org. 

      [UNLJC] 
Food Security and Sustainable Livelihoods 
• NTR 
Water and Sanitation  
Sector Policy and Planning 
• UNICEF organized a three-day Emergency Preparedness and Response (EP&R) training in 

Wau for 32 Water, Sanitation and Hygiene promotion (WASH) Emergency Response Teams 
from Greater Bar el-Ghazal, Lake and Unity states.   

• The first Central Equatoria State Quarterly Planning and Coordination Meeting was held in 
Kaya County on 28th-30th April, attended by government departments and state ministries of 
health and education and international and national NGO partners.   

Access to safe water. 
• Upper Nile state: UNICEF supported the completion of 43 boreholes, with one being located 

at Wagak primary school, Ulang County to provide safe for at least 500 school children. 
Unicef further supported the completion 6 boreholes. In NBeG. The 49 boreholes will cater 
for an estimated 24,000 people.   

• Warrap state: UNICEF supported the repair of 11 broken safe water sources (boreholes fitted 
with hand pumps) by Rural Water Team in Tonj East County) to re-establish access to safe 
drinking water for an estimated 5,500 people.   

• WBeG state: UNICEF supported training of water management committees for the 
communities with 15 new safe water sources in Raga County.  

• UNHCR has initiated commercial contracts for the drilling of 8 boreholes in refugee 
settlements in CES and WES 

Sanitation and Hygiene promotion:  
• With UNICEF support, DRWSS in Upper Nile state completed construction of one school 

toilet with two hand-washing facilities in Lual West to provide safe means of excreta disposal 
and promotion of hand washing for 481 school children. UNICEF released 15 Sanitation Kits 
to its partner, USRATUNA, for distribution to 2,000 school children. 

Protection 
Sector Policy and Planning 
• With UNICEF support, the Ministry of Social Development organized training on the Child 

Act and child protection integrated in emergencies for 35 participants from relevant 
ministries, child protection agencies and law enforcement agencies in Malakal town. 

• Child Protection Working Group meeting was held in Aweil (Northern Bahr el-Ghazal state) 
on 30th April where the participants from the government, UN and NGOs discussed the 
situation of children living and working on the street.  

Justice for Children 
• A juvenile justice stakeholder coordination meeting was held in Aweil (Northern Bahr el-

Ghazal/NBeG state) with participation of the Police Commissioner, the Director of 
Correctional Services, Director of the Department of Child Welfare in the MoSD, UNPOL, 
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UNDP RoL, the MoSD social workers and UNICEF. The need for greater coordination and 
cooperation in response to children in conflict with the law was emphasized and it was agreed 
to resume the Inter-Departmental Committee for Children in Conflict with the Law.  

 In Yambio (Western Equatoria state), a three-day Juvenile Justice training workshop was held 
with support and facilitation of UNMIS (UNPol) and UNICEF. The workshop brought 
together participants from police, prison and social workers and aimed at establishing 
coordination systems among the actors.  

• On 29 April Juba Prison authorities confirmed that the Congolese refugee woman who had 
been sentenced to 10 years imprisonment in 2005 for possession of illegal drugs had been 
granted pardon by the President and released from the prison, following a clemency appeal by 
UNHCR. UNHCR is currently trying to trace the family.  

Children affected by armed conflict 
• UNICEF and Southern Sudan DDR Commission (SSDDRC) conducted a joint field mission 

to military barracks in Mapel (WBeG) and Wunyik (Northern Bahr el-Ghazal/NBeG state). 
Sensitization session on Child DDR Programme targeted about 40 SPLA Officers in Mapel 
23 out of 60 children associated with SPLA were verified by the joint UNICEF/SSDDRC 
team. In Wunyik, 9 out of 73 children were verified. Registration of the children is ongoing.     

• In Yambio (Western Equatoria State), the Child Protection Group (MoSD, UNMIS, ICRC 
and UNICEF) established a weekly coordination forum to share updates on the situation of 
children affected by the LRA. Reintegration of the children with host families is a challenge. 

• UNICEF is organizing the evacuation and medical referral of a Congolese refugee minor, 
who escaped from the LRA this week. The minor referred to UNHCR Juba by UNICEF 
Yambio had sustained gun-shot injuries, and has been referred to Khartoum for surgery. 

 
Disarmament, Demobilization and Mine Action 
• NTR … 
Education 
Lake State: With UNICEF support, the distribution of educational materials was completed in 
Leer County. A total of 507 cartons of exercise books, 211 student kits, 211 teacher kits, 31 
recreational kits will support schooling of 5,844 girls and 11,070 boys and their teachers. 
Western Bahr el-Ghazal/WBeG State: UNICEF provided the Director for Planning and Budgeting 
with 500 copies of Child Friendly Schools Checklists to be distributed to schools in and around 
Wau Town and Jur River County.  
Rumbek: UNICEF supported a two-day Parent Teacher Association (PTA) workshop in Rumbek 
organized by the Ministry of Education, for 55 PTA members (1 woman and 54 men). 
Eastern Equatoria State: UNICEF provided 183,600 exercise books, 241 student kits, 241 
teacher kits, and 95 recreation kits to the State Ministry of Education to be distributed to 96 
alternative education system centers in eight counties for the benefit of 12,067 students. 
 
V. ASSESSEMENTS AND MISSIONS 
• Warrap State: UNICEF participated in an inter-agency rapid assessment mission to Tonj, 

where several people were recently displaced by conflict in Agugo, Tonj South County.   
• Central Equatoria State: An inter-agency rapid assessment mission comprising of UNMIS-

Civil Affairs, RRR, Juba County SSRRC, and UNRCSO will travel to Jebel Lado area in 
Juba County on 6 May to verify reports of an attacks by Mundari tribesmen in the village. 

• UNHCR and WFP carried out a food security assessment in Malakal and Nassir for the group 
of returnees repatriated in December 2008. As a result, WFP will distribute an additional 3-
month food ration due to the continued food insecurity, beginning next week.  

Finalised assessment reports and updated cross-sector gap analyses for the different humanitarian 
crisis in Southern Sudan can be obtained from the OCHA EP& R unit. Contact person: Dr. 
Natalie Lewin on lewinn@un.org 
 
END 
 

Disclaimer: The information in this report is consolidated from OCHA field reports, UN agencies, RCSO at state 
level, NGOs, and other humanitarian partners. The report is subject to availability of data and does not claim to be 
exhaustive or fully verified. If you have inputs for the next edition, or questions/comments to the current issue, please 
contact: Truphosa Anjichi, OCHA Humanitarian Reporting Officer on anjichi@un.org 


