
 

 

KENYA: ELECTORAL VIOLENCE 13 February 2008
The Kenya Red Cross Society’s mission is to build capacity and respond with vigor, compassion and empathy to 
those affected by disaster and at risk, in the most effective and efficient manner. It works closely with the 
International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies, which is the world’s largest humanitarian 
organization and its millions of volunteers are active in over 185 countries. 
This Operations Update (no. 23/2008) reflects the information available at this time.  
 
Appeal History:  
• On 4th January 2008, the Kenya Red Cross Society issued a Preliminary Appeal No. 1/2008 for Ksh 

957,127,906 (US$ 15.4 million) to assist 500,000 beneficiaries for one (1) month. Visit 
http://www.kenyaredcross.org for information on the appeal narrative and budge.  

 
For further information specifically related to this operation please contact:  

 Mr. Abbas Gullet, Secretary General, Kenya Red Cross Society, Email; 
gullet.abbas@kenyaredcross.org Phone 254.20.60.35.93; 254.20.3950.000 Fax 254.20.60.35.89 

 Dr. James Kisia, Deputy Secretary General, Kenya Red Cross Society, Email; 
kisia.james@kenyaredcross.org Phone 254.20.60.35.93; 254.20.3950.000 Fax 254.20.60.35.89 

 Mr. Anthony Mwangi, Public Relations Manager, Kenya Red Cross Society, Email; 
info@kenyaredcross.org Phone 254.20.60.35.93; 254.20.3950.000 Fax 254.20.60.35.89 

 
All Kenya Red Cross Society assistance seeks to adhere to the Code of Conduct and is committed to the 
Humanitarian Charter and Minimum Standards in Disaster Response in delivering assistance to the 
most vulnerable. For support to or for further information concerning the Kenya Red Cross Society 
programmes or operations, or for a full description of the Society’s profile, please access the Kenya Red 
Cross Society Website at http://www.kenyaredcross.org or the Federation’s Website at 
http://www.ifrc.org 
 
Operational Summary 
Kenya Red Cross continues to monitor the movement of Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) who have 
been moving in the thousands from one area to another. As they arrive in the various locations, especially 
in Nyanza and Western Provinces, the Kenya Red Cross personnel have been providing emergency relief 
food, pending a proper assessment to determine the exact needs. The Kenya Red Cross has been 
distributing relief food and non-food items to IDPs in other camps countrywide, but is also working with a 
number of families that are also accommodating IDPs. Some of these families are receiving relief 
assistance from Kenya Red Cross as they are registered as hosting IDPs.  
 
Situation 
The Kenyan Minister for Special Programmes thanked the Ugandan government and the Tororo District 
for hosting Kenyan refugees who had fled into Uganda to seek safety. The minister said that the Kenyan 
government is committed and is working hard to ensure the refugees return back to their homeland. The 
minister appealed to the refugees to voluntarily return so that they are assisted appropriately within the 
Kenyan borders, as they are now under the jurisdiction of the Ugandan authorities, UNHCR and Uganda 
Red Cross. The Kenyan refugees are camping at the Mulanga IDP camp in Tororo.  
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The delegation from the Government of Kenya was headed by the Minister for Special Programmes, 
accompanied by the Kenyan Ambassador to Uganda and Ugandan Ambassador to Kenya and permanent 
secretaries from the Ministry of Health and Special Programmes. Other dignitaries in the entourage 
included the PC for Western Province Kenya, DCs from Teso, Bungoma West and Busia Districts 
respectively. Kenya Red Cross was represented by the Bungoma Branch Chairman.  
 
Life is slowly returning back to normal in Nairobi, Nyanza, Rift Valley, Central and Western provinces. 
A number of IDPs are leaving the camps for their respective homes or their ancestral homes. 205 IDPs 
arrived in Kisumu on 12th February 2008 and are camping at Moi Stadium and Bible Society in Kisumu. 
Many more are still being expected to arrive from various locations countrywide. There are other 
transitional camps set up at Migori Bus Terminal and Ugunja. In Bungoma, registration of new arrivals 
at Turbo IDP camp is continued.  
 
Eldoret is relatively calm at the moment except for last weekend’s incident that left Bishop Muge 
Secondary School burnt down. The burning down of the Sugoi Location chief’s office was also reported. 
In both incidents no casualties were reported.  
 
Red Cross Action – objectives and progress 
 
Goal: To provide emergency relief services to 500,000 people to mitigate the impact 
of post-election conflict.  
 
Objective 1: To provide Non-Food items to IDPs as a result of election violence.  
 
Progress 
The Kenya Red Cross relief 
teams have received both 
food and non-food items 
from the Headquarters, 
stakeholders and well 
wishers. Distribution has 
been done to all IDP camps 
in the Nyanza region, as 
well as to informal 
settlements areas within 
Kisumu municipality. The 
Kenya Red Cross has 
already commenced the 
Second Round relief food 
distribution in Migori, 
Kakamega and Vihiga.  
 
The Nyanza relief team is attending the IDPs that have returned from Naivasha and Nakuru. The IDPs 
are being given emergency relief food on arrival and later a ration for one month is given to them in their 
new locations. Over 2,000 IDPs from Naivasha and Nakuru also received tarpaulins and further 
distribution is expected to continue. In North Rift, a multi-sectoral assessment has been conducted in 
Marakwet, Koibatek, Teso and Bungoma. The preliminary report shows that there is a likelihood of a 
reduced number of IDP camps. Relief supplies have also been distributed in Transnzoia, with the 
donations coming mainly from the Government of Kenya.  
 
Relief food was distributed to IDPs from Mt. Elgon District. 296 families at Namwela IDP camp in 
Bungoma West District received maize, beans, cooking oil and table salt.  

Kenya Red Cross personnel distributing relief food in an IDP camp. Thousands of 
IDPs have received relief food countrywide. Relief assistance is provided to all 

regardless of race, colour, creed, ethnicity, religious or political affiliation.  
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Objective 2: Provide Search and Rescue (SAR) to cut-off communities.  
 
Progress 

 
 
 
 
Objective 3: Provide Restoration of Family Links.  
 
Progress 
In Kisumu, the Tracing team visited IDP camps, police stations, hospitals, mortuaries and orphanages 
and carried out assessments on the Tracing needs. The Kisumu Tracing team visited children’s homes to 
explore whether abandoned children could be accommodated there. It is also hoped that some 
abandoned, vulnerable and orphaned children will be accommodated at the SOS Children’s Home in 
Nairobi. The Tracing team also visited hospitals to identify patients who are admitted without the 
knowledge of their families. They also visited mortuaries to identify bodies. A number of families have 
already been reunified countrywide.  
 
Objective 4: To contribute to reduction in mortality and morbidity/injuries/any 
form of trauma among vulnerable populations affected by post-election related 
violence. 
 
Progress 
In North Rift, the third rotation for the health workers is being conducted, especially for the MoH 
workers. The first rotation was completed. The MoH staff are rotated every two weeks. Kapsondei 
village, which is a host community for IDPs, experienced diseases such as typhoid, malaria, amoeba and 
brucellosis. The community still needs more mosquito nets, health education, mass treatment of water to 
reduce communicable disease and drugs for the dispensary.  
 

Kenya Red Cross volunteers rushing an injured man to hospital following skirmishes. Thousands of injured people 
countrywide received emergency First Aid services and taken to hospitals to receive specialised treatment. Many have 
been treated and discharged, while many others are still nursing serious injuries in hospitals. Kenya Red Cross will 

continue to monitor the developments and assist those who require First Aid and ambulance services.  
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Kenya Red Cross has been conducting health education sessions to promote proper hygiene and health 
practices, nursing care, family planning and reproductive health, curative services, immunization and 
child health and nutritional services in Nakuru, Kisumu and Eldoret. In Kisumu, over 100 people 
received health education and promotion messages. 10 children were de-wormed in Moi Stadium. In 
Chiga informal settlement, over 800 people received health treatment. Long lasting insecticide treated 
bed nets have been distributed at the camp, along with 450 sanitary pads to females of reproductive age.  
 
Psychosocial support 
Counsellors have been offering psychological support to IDPs that have been arriving Kisumu in the 
thousands. The IDPs were happy with the hospitality their received on arrival. The need for panties and 
sanitary pads for the female IDP population is still being expressed countrywide.  
 
Objective 5: To provide access to safe water for an estimated 500,000 IDPs and other 
post-elections affected individuals.  
and 
Objective 6: To provide access to sanitation and hygiene promotion facilities for an 
estimated 500,000 IDPs and other post-elections affected individuals.  
 
Progress 
The WatSan team has already constructed latrines in Moi Stadium and St. Stephens Bible Study 
compound in Kisumu. Safe drinking water to the camps has been ensured through a connection to the 
KIWASCO water reticulation system and a further treatment at the storage point by use of aqua tabs. 
There are plans to relocate the Noigam IDP camp in North Rift before the beginning of the planting and 
rainy season. This will decongest the camp and reduce risk of diseases and health needs.  
 
Objective 8: To improve awareness on Red Cross principles and Kenya Red Cross 
activities countrywide.  
 
Progress 
Kenya Red Cross is receiving high media coverage both locally and globally. Key personnel are being 
interviewed in the media on a regular basis. In Nakuru, dissemination on the Red Cross movement 
principles and values was conducted and a total of 1,230 people reached. Operations Updates are still 
being published on the Kenya Red Cross website as per the information received from the field.  
 
Objective 9: Logistical support in terms of primary and secondary transportation of 
food and non-food items and warehousing.  
 
Progress 
The Kenya Red Cross Headquaters has dispatched four M6 trucks to Kisumu to help with the relief 
operations and enhance transportation of relief workers to various places, especially during distribution. 
There are now six landcruisers, two from the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) and four 
from Kenya Red Cross, as well as one pick-up truck. Kenya Red Cross has dispatched relief food to 
Migori District. In order to ease the pressure on logistics during distribution, WFP has committed to 
support with two trucks for secondary distribution to transport relief to Busia, Kakamega and Vihiga 
areas.  
 
Partnership and Coordination 
There is good coordination at the Red Cross Branches and Regional level, as well as at the district level 
with the local administration, NGOs and religious institutions. Kenya Red Cross chaired the Sudden 
Onset Disaster Committee meeting on 12th February 2008. The meeting was attended by various 
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representatives from NGOs and the government. A number of meetings have also been held at the United 
Nations offices in Nairobi under the Cluster system. These meetings comprise representatives from a 
number of NGOs countrywide and largely play the role of information sharing and coordination in some 
cases.  
 
In Burnt Forest, IOM will begin demarcation at the new site on 13th February 2008. The camp 
management was given an administrative office at the Burnt Forest Police Station. There is a need for 
more firewood for the IDPs.  
 
ICRC Support 
Since the beginning of the crisis, ICRC has been working closely with its counterparts at the Kenya Red 
Cross, both at Headquarters and in the field, providing technical assistance and expertise, particular in 
the fields of tracing, water and sanitation, logistics and security. It has provided essential household 
items, tarpaulins and water and sanitation equipment, as well as medical supplies, an emergency surgical 
team and forensics expertise. It has full time staff working with Kenya Red Cross in Bungoma, Eldoret, 
Nakuru and Kisumu, and has deployed 13 trucks and trailers, 17 light vehicles, two aircrafts and a 
helicopter to provide a backbone to the Red Cross logistics operations in Kenya.  


