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HIGHLIGHTS  
Regional: The 2006/07  
agricultural season in southern  
Africa is well underway with  
heavy rains reported in several  
parts of the region over the past  
two months. However, inadequate  
rainfall has delayed planting  
operations in a few areas, such  
as southern Mozambique and 
southern Madagascar. A moderate 
El Nino event threatens to affect 
rainfall in the region between  
December and February, which 
calls for enhanced monitoring and 
preparedness measures. 

The rainy season has increased the 
risks of flooding and water-borne 
diseases in the region, as illustrated 
by the recent flooding in the 
Chikwawa District in Malawi and 
outbreaks of cholera in Angola and 
Zambia. 

November also corresponds to the 
start of the tropical cyclone season 
in the South Indian Ocean, which 
usually peaks in January –  
February. In view of this, partners 
have undertaken to strengthen  
disaster response preparedness. 

Malawi: The UN system and the 
Red Cross movement developed an 
inter-agency contingency plan for 
floods in collaboration with the 
authorities. The plan was tested at 
the end of the month, when the 
Mwanza River burst its bank and 
flooded several villages in 
Chikwawa District. 

Zimbabwe: More than 8,600 
cases of child abuse were reported 
in Zimbabwe in 2005 - that is  
24 every day, according to a recent 
report from the Child Protection 
Working Group (CPWG). More 
than half of all cases reported  
involve sexual abuse of children, 
exposing them to contracting 
HIV/AIDS. CPWG has called for 
nationwide prevention programmes 
to be dramatically stepped up to 
empower children, and the need for 
traditional and religious leaders to 
be unequivocal in their  
condemnation of child abuse.  

 

 
 
 
 
 

REGIONAL OVERVIEW 
The 2006/07 agricultural season in southern 
Africa is well underway. Over the past two 
months, significant rains were reported in 
several parts of the region, including south-
western Angola, northern Namibia, western 
Botswana, most parts of Lesotho, Malawi, 
Swaziland, and parts of South Africa. In 
contrast, inadequate rainfall has delayed                 Repatriation of Angolan refugees in  
planting operations in other areas of the                  Zambia, 2006, UNHCR. 
sub-region, including parts of south- eastern              
Mozambique, where rainfall was between 0 – 25 percent of normal, and much of south-
western Madagascar, which is experiencing a late start to seasonal precipitation, with many 
areas having received no rainfall so far.  
 
According to revised seasonal climate forecasts from SADC, normal to above normal rains 
are expected during the period between December 2006 and February 2007 in northern 
Angola, much of Zambia, Malawi, Tanzania, Mozambique, much of Zimbabwe, the  
north-eastern part of South Africa and Swaziland. However, concerns exist over the  
development of a moderate El Nino, as current sea surface temperatures in the tropical  
Pacific Ocean (Nino3.4 region) are warmer than normal. El Nino episodes are often  
associated with depressed rainfall in the southern parts of the region between December  
and February, which is a critical period for the crop cycle. The SADC Drought Monitoring  
Centre warns that the presence of El Nino conditions does not necessarily mean poor  
rainfall, as the impacts of any specific event depends on the conditions of the oceans  
and atmosphere. However their occurrence calls for close monitoring and preparedness  
measures. For example, the SADC Drought Monitoring Centre suggests that planting of 
drought tolerant crops, such as cassava, millet and sorghum, and use of irrigation should  
be encouraged. 
 
As a result of increased food availability from the 2006 harvest, the regional food  
security situation is better than last year’s. This is reflected by current maize prices, which 
in most countries, are much below the corresponding levels a year ago when widespread  
food shortages were experienced. For example, wholesale white maize prices in the capital 
city markets in Zambia and Mozambique in early November 2006 were about US$184  
and US$212 per ton, down from US$243 and US$261 per ton respectively at the same time 
a year ago. On the contrary, in South Africa, current maize prices in dollar terms are higher 
than corresponding levels last year, reflecting the 2006 reduced harvest and lower maize 
supplies.  
 
In spite of improved food security, access to food remains challenging for millions of poor 
people across the region, and is expected to decline further with the onset of the hunger 
season. In this respect, there is concern over WFP experiencing a funding shortfall of 
US$52 million, forcing food aid cut backs affecting some 4.3 million people, as the lean 
season approaches.  
 
The rainy season has increased the risks of flooding and water-borne diseases in the region. 
In Malawi, flooding in the Chikwakwa District affected the livelihoods of approximately 
6,600 rural households along the Mwanza River, while, in Angola and Zambia, rainfall has 
been associated with outbreaks of cholera. This flooding is, in many cases, associated with 
deforestation and environmental degradation in river catchments. 
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Angola: Cholera has resurfaced 
for the second time this year. Since 
the beginning of November, the 
number of patients has continued to 
rise - 1,427 to date - and mortality  
remains very high. Médecins Sans 
Frontières (MSF) has reopened its 
previous intervention in Lubango in 
southern Angola and sent medical 
and logistical staff to work with 
local staff. Since the outbreak  
began in February, cholera affected 
58,138 and killed 2,382 people.  
 
Botswana: The repatriation of 
Namibian refugees residing in 
Dukwi refugee camp in Botswana 
to their homeland remains  
challenging due to fears of  
persecution and poverty. This 
comes after reports that some 
returnees were arrested as separatist 
rebels on arrival. Of the 3,000  
refugees in Dukwi refugee camp,  
a third is Namibians from Caprivi 
that fled to Botswana after a short 
conflict in 1999. Poverty has also 
influenced the pace of the voluntary 
repatriation exercise as the Caprivi 
Strip is underdeveloped and poverty 
stricken. The repatriation of these 
refugees remains uncertain. 
 
Madagascar: The food security 
situation in southwestern  
Madagascar is of concern, as the 
hunger season is settling. Field  
reports indicate that populations  
are switching to emergency food  
coping strategies such as selling 
livestock and household  
possessions. The authorities and 
UN agencies have raised the  
issue with donors locally to seek  
additional funding for ongoing  
operations in the area. The situation 
may be exacerbated by the late start 
of rains.  
 
Mozambique: The National  
Disaster Management Institute 
(INGC) carried out a simulation 
exercise for cyclone and response 
on 25 - 27 October 2006. The  
simulation, which took place in two 
disaster prone districts in Sofala, 
was conducted in collaboration with 
partners. It demonstrated that the 
INGC and the newly formed Emer-
gency Operation Centre (CENOE) 
can serve as appropriate forums for 
emergency coordination between 
the government, UN Agencies and 
NGO partners, and helped identify 
gaps in preparedness. 

November also corresponds to the start of the tropical cyclone season in the South Indian 
Ocean, which usually peaks in January – February. During the last week of November, a 
tropical depression came into being in the northern Mozambican Channel. The depression 
intensified into a moderate tropical storm on 1 December, which received the name of 
‘Anita’. The system was registered with a pression of 994 hPa at the centre and an average 
wind speed of 65 km/h. It brought heavy rains to the Comoros, northern Mozambique and 
western Madagascar. In the Comoros, localized flooding resulted in some damage to  
property on the island of Ngazidja. In Madagascar, the Morira River burst its banks near 
Majunga (west coast), which prompted the evacuation of populations to higher grounds  
in a move organised by the authorities. No damages have been reported in northern  
Mozambique. The system progressively dissipated in the Mozambican Channel in the  
absence of favorable conditions for its development. 
 
In view of the upcoming season, partners across the region have undertaken to strengthen 
disaster response preparedness for floods and cyclones. In Malawi, UN agencies and the 
Red Cross movement developed a contingency plan for floods in collaboration with the 
Department of Poverty and Disaster Management Affairs, which adopted the UN  
Humanitarian Reform’s cluster lead approach. In Mozambique, UN agencies and their 
IASC partners are finalizing a self-assessment of disaster response preparedness, based  
on the recently developed IASC guidelines. It is expected that the assessment will provide 
an analysis of priority gaps and come up with recommendations on how to address them. 
In addition, partners provided support to the National Disaster Management Institute 
(INGC) for undertaking a cyclone and flood simulation exercise in two coastal districts  
of Sofala Province in October 2006. In Madagascar, the UN system has finalized an  
inter-agency contingency plan and collaborated with the national disaster management 
body (CNS) in the realization of flood simulation exercise in Mahajanga on the western 
coast during November. 
 
The UN Secretary-General’s Special Envoy for Humanitarian Needs in Southern Africa, 
Mr James T. Morris, will start his seventh and final trip to the region on Thursday  
(7 December), to urge governments and donors to take decisive actions to tackle long- 
term development problems. During his nine-day mission, Morris will be visiting Zambia,  
Malawi, Zimbabwe and Mozambique as well as hold meetings with UN officials in South 
Africa. Morris, who is also the Executive Director of the World Food Programme, was  
appointed UN Special Envoy in July 2002. He will retire from WFP as well as the Special 
Envoy post early in the New Year.  
 

COUNTRY COVERAGE 
MALAWI:  The UN system and the Red Cross movement developed an inter-agency  
contingency plan for floods in collaboration with the Department of Poverty and Disaster 
Management Affairs (DoPDMA) during November. The plan, which adopted the UN  
Humanitarian Reform’s cluster lead approach, was tested at the end of the month, when  
the Mwanza River burst its bank and flooded several villages in Chikwawa District. The  
flooding occurred following heavy rains in Mwanza, Mozambique. As there had been no 
rainfall in the area, many villagers residing and working in the fields along the river were 
caught unaware.  
 
A joint assessment team including representatives from DoPDMA, UN agencies, NGOs 
and the Malawi Red Cross Society (MRCS) visited Chikwawa District to assess the  
damages on Sunday 26 November. The mission found that the floods resulted in the loss  
of crops and the destruction of several houses, and four people were reportedly killed.  
Initial estimates from District Agriculture Development Office (DADO) suggest that as 
many as 5,000 hectares of crop, including maize, sorghum, rice, millet and cotton, have 
been damaged or lost, affecting the livelihoods of approximately 6,650 families. A total of 
110 houses were reported to have collapsed, while several others were damaged. A number 
of pit latrines were destroyed. In one location, local health authorities noted an increase of 
cases of diarrhea in the days that followed the flooding.  
 
Seeds were found as the primary need of the affected population. The DADO in  
collaboration with FAO and Islamic Relief are determining the exact seeds requirements  
for distribution. During December, DoPDMA will be providing food assistance during to 
the households that have lost their homes, after which these families, upon request of the  
DoPDMA, may be incorporated into WFP’s targeted food distribution programme.  
UNICEF handed over 200 emergency survival kits to the District Commissioner for  
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RESEARCH, REPORTS 
& ASSESSMENTS 
Regional IASC Lessons 
Learned Review of  
Humanitarian Interventions  
in Southern Africa 
 
In March 2006, regional IASC  
partners decided to embark on a 
process of review and reflection  
on collective efforts to address 
acute and chronic vulnerability in  
southern Africa. The exercise, 
which looked back at five years  
of humanitarian programming, had 
the following objectives:  
1) determine the extent to which the 
tools and capacities used to respond 
to the needs in the region have 
evolved since the crisis took hold  
in 2002;  
2) understand how the program-
matic response has changed or  
developed; and  
3) determine what needs to be done 
to improve the effectiveness of  
appropriate responses to address 
acute and chronic vulnerability. 

The lessons learnt exercise was 
eventually conducted through two 
separate studies: one focusing on 
food security interventions and the 
other one looking at the non-food 
aspects of the humanitarian  
response. The first study was  
supported by a group of  
organisations, including CARE 
International, OXFAM, WVI,  
Regional Hunger and Vulnerability 
Programme (RHVP) and OCHA.  
It concentrated on achieving  
adequate food intake, and examined 
issues related to food availability, 
access and use in particular. Issues 
of health, and nutrition, as well as 
complementary humanitarian  
interventions were explored in the 
second study that was conducted  
by UNICEF.  
 
The regional IASC forum for  
southern Africa (RIACSO) held a 
half day workshop on Thursday  
23 November 2006 in order to  
1) present and consider the findings 
from both studies,  
2) agree on conclusions and  
recommendations, and  
3) discuss the way forward.  
 

 
 

the families, whose houses collapsed. MRCS have provided tents for the homeless in  
the villages of Mangulenge and will look into assisting the village of Mtombosola 1 with  
tents also. The authorities are to explore ways of supporting the relocation of populations 
living in selected villages to higher grounds. In this respect, Islamic Relief has assessed  
the level of commitment of the villagers to actually relocate and will be conducting an  
assessment to determine the feasibility of establishing boreholes/hand pumps in the  
proposed sites for relocation.  
 
ZIMBABWE: Preparations for the next agricultural season received a boost  
mid-November, when China announced that it would donate twenty-two thousand tons  
of fertilizer to Zimbabwe, as part of a larger bilateral cooperation agreement. To address 
food needs during the lean season, Australia provided US$1million in emergency food aid 
through the World Food Programme (WFP). This assistance comes on top of Australia's 
US$3 million contribution to international humanitarian aid relief efforts for Zimbabwe  
in 2005-2006.  
 
More than 8,600 cases of child abuse were reported in Zimbabwe in 2005 - that is 24 every 
day. More than half of all cases reported involve sexual abuse of children, exposing them to 
contracting HIV/AIDS, according to recent data compiled by the Child Protection Working 
Group (CPWG), a network of NGOs, churches, community groups, UN agencies and the 
government, formed in 2002 to respond to the humanitarian needs of children. CPWG has 
called for nationwide prevention programmes to be dramatically stepped up, and has 
stressed the need for parents, guardians and teachers to ensure a protective environment  
for children. It has also called for the development of life-skills programmes to empower  
children, and the need for traditional and religious leaders to be unequivocal in their  
condemnation of child abuse. 

Zimbabwe recently launched its 2007 Consolidated Appeal for Zimbabwe. The Appeal has 
a dual focus on emergency relief and transitional support that seeks to address the causes  
of vulnerability and the resulting impact on the affected populations. As part of the Appeal, 
a total of 53 agencies, including UN organizations, national and international NGOs,  
including community and faith-based organizations, are requesting a total of US$215  
million to implement programmes and projects in 2007. The emergency relief projects 
make up 42percent of the total appeal figure, while projects providing transitional support 
make up 36percent.  The remaining 22percent of the appeal figure consists of projects that 
include both emergency relief and transitional support components. 
 
The Appeal requests funding for projects related to food assistance, agricultural and  
livelihoods support, the provision of temporary and transitional shelter, education and 
home-based and behavioural change campaigns on HIV/AIDS and the prevention and  
management of sexual and gender-based violence, etc. 
 
MADAGASCAR: As reflected in previous Humanitarian Updates, high levels of food  
insecurity continue to prevail in the southern province of Tulear. With the onset of the  
hunger period, field reports indicate that an increasing number of people have resorted  
to coping strategies, such as modifying food habits. Market prices of staple foods have  
also increased, and, in some cases, families are selling livestock and household  
possessions. Although there has not been an official declaration of emergency or an  
appeal to international donors, the authorities have been organizing regular meetings to 
review the situation and ensure coordination of interventions.  
 
Based on a previous food security and vulnerability assessment, partners consider that  
20 percent of the 22 most affected counties’ population are particularly vulnerable and need 
assistance. Accordingly, WFP has launched a two month (mid October - mid December) 
intervention to assist approximately 66,000 vulnerable people with food for work. The  
intervention, which is part of the recently-approved Protracted Relief and Recovery  
Operation 10442.0 ‘Response to Recurrent Natural Disasters and Seasonal Food  
Insecurity’, is constrained by funding shortfalls. This situation is worrying as the current 
delay of the seasonal rains may result in inadequate agricultural production and further  
exacerbate food insecurity. On the other hand, there are concerns that targeting 20percent  
of the population may be insufficient, and that the current intervention may need to be 
scaled up. Assessments are underway to confirm the severity of the situation. As part of 
these efforts, the National Nutrition Office and UNICEF are in the process of undertaking 
nutritional surveys in order to ascertain the need for supplementary feeding.  
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RESEARCH, REPORTS 
& ASSESSMENTS 
CONT/ 
Regional IASC Lessons …/ 
continued 
 
The studies point out a number of 
trends that have taken place over 
the past five years, some of which 
have or have not been sufficiently 
recognised by the humanitarian 
community. Firstly, strong regional 
coordination structures have 
emerged in response to the crisis. 
However, as underlying causes vary 
significantly between and within 
countries, they suggest that a com-
mon regional solution should not be 
assumed. Secondly, the move  
towards increasing government  
accountability and the changing aid 
environment were acknowledged, 
but the studies question whether the 
humanitarian community has taken 
these changes sufficiently into  
account. Thirdly, the studies point 
at a disproportionate emphasis on 
food interventions, and suggest that 
complementary interventions in 
support of social services, including 
gender based programmes, have 
proven to be necessary components 
of a solution. 
 
It was noted that significant policy 
development has taken place in the 
areas of food security policy, social 
protection policy and disaster risk 
reduction, in response to the  
realization of concurrent relief and  
development needs. However it  
was also suggested that such  
developments have had little impact 
on programming choices so far or 
that the practical mechanisms to 
implement these policies are still 
incompletely developed. 
 
The move towards blurring the 
lines between relief and  
development was acknowledged. 
However, a number of constraints 
were identified towards making  
this move effective.  
 
 

Beyond limiting interventions to address current food insecurity, lack of funding also  
constrains overall disaster response preparedness. As a matter of fact, WFP estimates that it 
would require a minimum availability of 3,000 MT of food aid to adequately respond to the 
current food insecurity and address the potential impact of a cyclone, should it occur in the 
next months. Compared to that, WFP’s stock at the end of December will be approximately 
1,750 tons, including 600 tons available for food for work interventions (representing 
roughly 20percent of total needs) and 1150 tons to be pre-positioned in strategic coastal 
locations in anticipation of a sudden natural disaster. 
 
Madagascar hosted its presidential elections on 3 December 2006, which ran smoothly. 
Concerns that the presidential poll might regenerate the political animosities of the  
previous presidential election have so far proved unfounded.  
 
Approximately seven million registered voters had a choice of 14 presidential candidates, 
with the current President remaining the favourite for a second presidential term. If one 
candidate does not obtain more than 50 percent of the vote, a second round run-off between 
the top two contenders will follow. Most analysts believe Ravalomanana will secure the 
required mandate in the first round of voting, which was overseen by 14,000 local and  
150 international observers. The first indications of voting trends in the provinces gave  
Ravalomanana a commanding lead, although results are not expected until mid-December. 
 
MOZAMBIQUE: The National Disaster Management Institute (INGC) carried out a  
simulation exercise for disaster response on 25 - 27 October 2006. The simulation, which 
addressed a cyclone and subsequent flood scenario in the districts of Buzi and Caia in  
Sofala province, was conducted in collaboration with UNICEF, WFP, the Mozambican  
Red Cross and GTZ. 
 
At central level, representatives from INGC, line ministries and partners divided into  
several thematic working groups to coordinate an emergency response based on a scenario. 
Major outcomes were a plan of action for the response, and an analysis of lessons learnt 
during the process. At the field level, the simulation exercises included rescue and  
evacuation operations, triage and registration of displaced populations, camp management, 
construction of latrine, and organisation of temporary education activities. The simulation 
activities were carried out in varying degrees of detail by different communities depending 
on their level of preparedness. Traditional leaders played a significant role in mobilizing 
local populations for the exercise, and the multi-sectoral community Risk Management 
Committees, which were have been established as part of the recently-developed National 
Strategic Plan for Disaster Prevention and Mitigation, had full ownership over the  
simulation process.  
 
The simulation served to test INGC (a national disaster management agency) capacity 
through its newly established Emergency Operation Centre (CENOE), which is still to be 
fully operational. A major lesson learnt was the need to ensure effective communication 
and information flow between Maputo and the field. The INGC is committed to addressing 
these shortcomings, suggesting that more periodic simulation exercises should be held in 
disaster prone areas. 
 
ANGOLA:  Cholera has resurfaced for the second time this year, with the coming of the 
rainy season. Since the beginning of November, the number of patients has continued to 
rise - 1,427 to date - and mortality remains very high. Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF)  
has reopened its previous intervention in Lubango in southern Angola and sent medical  
and logistical staff to work with local staff. A cargo plane carrying 19 metric tons of  
logistical equipment has already been sent with the medical equipment and medicines 
needed to operate the treatment centre. The team will also monitor the city's water supply  
in cooperation with the local administration. Another MSF team left to assess needs in  
other regions where the epidemic already appears to have spread.  

The organization is calling on Angolan health officials and international organizations 
working in the country to act on their responsibility to fight the epidemic. According to 
World Health Organization (WHO), the first outbreak that started at the beginning of  
the year, affected 58,138 and killed 2,382 people.  
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RESEARCH, REPORTS 
& ASSESSMENTS 
CONT/ 
Regional IASC Lessons …/ 
continued 
 
As a matter of fact, a better  
appreciation of transient and 
chronic vulnerability and needs is 
still required to ensure appropriate 
responses to both conditions.  
It was also pointed out that a  
number of interventions in the 
field of cash transfer, social  
protection scheme, neighborhood 
care points, school feeding, and  
livelihood support remain largely 
at the pilot stage and do not reach 
the required scale to significantly 
impact on chronic vulnerability.  
It was also stressed that many of 
these interventions have tended to 
rely emergency resources, raising  
concerns over the viability of such  
approach. 
 
Based on the above, the meeting 
came in agreement that more  
investment in disaster risk  
reduction and social protection  
is required to address the causes 
of transitory vulnerability and  
respond to needs emanating from 
chronic vulnerability. As a way 
forward, it was suggested that a 
refocus of the regional IASC  
forum (RIACSO) be necessary, 
and that the configuration of the 
forum needed to be adapted  
accordingly. The forum was  
found to have a particular added 
value in promoting regional and 
national disaster response  
preparedness and building  
capacities in this respect, as  
part of a broader disaster risk  
reduction agenda. 

BOTSWANA: The repatriation of Namibian refugees residing in Dukwi refugee camp in 
Botswana to their homeland remains challenging due to fears of persecution and poverty. 
This comes after reports that some returnees were arrested as separatist rebels on arrival.  
Of the 3,000 refugees in Dukwi refugee camp, a third is Namibians from Caprivi who fled 
to Botswana after civil unrest in 1999. Poverty has also influenced the pace of the  
voluntary repatriation exercise as the Caprivi Strip is underdeveloped and poverty stricken. 
According to a poverty profile assessment by Namibia's National Planning Commission 
with the assistance of the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), Caprivi is the 
poorest region in the country. The repatriation of these refugees remains uncertain. 
 
ZAMBIA: A cholera outbreak in northern Zambia forced the government to close the 
Chiengi border post with the DRC. The first case was officially confirmed on 15 October 
2006 in Kapiri Mposhi District of the Central Province of Zambia and another case was  
reported on  30 October 2006, which came from Lupiya village located 25km from Chienge 
District (Luapula Province) and only 1km from Democratic Republic of Congo’s border 
(Mpweto area). With an increase in rainfall, cholera cases have increased to 115 and  
5 deaths as at 20th November 2006. A number of the cases, who were attended at the  
treatment centers, were from across the border in DRC. This prompted Zambian Red  
Cross Society (ZRCS) to dispatch an assessment team on 22nd November 2006.   
 
UNHCR, operating in the affected area, reassured that the situation currently does not affect 
their programmes. Meanwhile, the IFRC has sent out an appeal for USD 47,441 to prevent 
and contain further spread of the disease.  
 
The repatriation of Angolan refugees residing in Zambia is in full progress. As of  
6 December, approximately 6500 refugees returned to their homeland. The repatriation  
operation has been going on since September and is expected to end by Dec 19. Funding 
was received by the International Organization for Migration (IOM) from the US and  
Denmark, and additional funding is anticipated from the Government of Angola.  
 
A further 5,000 Angolan refugees who have not yet decided to voluntarily repatriate were 
relocated from Nangweshi Refugee Camp in southwest Zambia to Mayukwayukwa Camp 
some 400km away. The relocation to Mayukwayukwa, organised by UNHCR, the Zambian 
government and the International Organization for Migration (IOM) and funded by the 
Danish in Lusaka, reflected the need to consolidate refugee facilities following the  
repatriation of thousands of refugees back to Angola since 2003 when the voluntary  
repatriation began. Initially there were four camps hosting Angolan refugees in Zambia, 
namely, Maheba, Mayukwayukwa, Nangweshi and Ukuimi. The Ukuimi camp was closed 
in 2004 because of the fewer number of refugees left and later transferred to Nangweshi.  
 
SOUTH AFRICA: The national health department confirmed 303 cases of extremely drug 
resistant tuberculosis (XDR-TB), of which 78 turned fatal. XDR-TB does not respond to 
any of the combination antibiotic drugs traditionally used to treat TB or multi-drug resistant 
(MDR) TB. Two new anti-TB drugs have been imported but it will take a number of 
months before their efficacy against XDR TB is established. WHO is working on equipping 
other countries in the region to diagnose cases of the resistant strain, which involves  
improving the capacity of laboratories, training staff and changing policies. Most countries, 
including South Africa, have adopted the Directly Observed Treatment, Short-course 
(DOTS) strategy for TB drug adherence, in which patients are closely monitored to make 
sure they complete the course of drugs; but implementation is inadequate and stronger 
monitoring systems are required. 
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UNAIDS/WHO AIDS  
Epidemic Update:  
December 2006  
The most recent global 
HIV/AIDS released on  
21 November 2006 shows 
alarming evidence of a  
resurgence of HIV infection 
rates in countries that  
previously had some success 
in stabilising or reducing 
prevalence. Declines in  
infection rates are also being 
observed in some countries, as 
well as positive trends in 
young people's sexual  
behaviour as in the case of 
Botswana, Malawi and  
Zimbabwe. The full report can 
be accessed at 
www.unaids.org/en/HIV_data/2
006GlobalReport/default.asp 
 

Local Perspectives on 
Disaster Risk Reduction 
When a natural disaster 
strikes, communities are often 
the first to respond. Strength-
ening communities’ resilience 
to shocks was the basis for a  
2-day workshop hosted by  
the IFRC / ProVention  
Consortium that brought  
together more than  
40 regional, international and 
local actors from Eastern, 
Western and Southern Africa 
on 21 – 22 November 2006 in 
Johannesburg. 
 
The overall objective of the 
workshop was to gather  
practical knowledge on  
effective methods and  
approaches from participants 

to inform and influence policy 
dialogue to advance the Africa 
Risk Reduction agenda.  
Presentations elicited a  
number of key issues, such as 
the need to clearly define what 
DRR is within the African  
context, reducing vulnerability 
to natural disasters, the  
integration of indigenous early 
warning systems, improving 
information management  
systems and advocacy.  
Further information can  
be obtained from: 
www.proventionconsortium.org 
 

 
Update on OVC Alliance 
for livelihood based  
social protection 
By 2010, 18 million children 
will have lost one or both  
parents as a consequence of 
the HIV epidemic and millions 
more will be made vulnerable 
even before they become  
orphans. A strong and  
coordinated effort is needed to 
support these children to  
secure their livelihood. The 
UN and Partners' Alliance for 
livelihood based social  
protection for Orphans and 
Vulnerable Children (OVC) is 
spearheaded by FAO and is a 
strategic and operational  
partnership between UN 
agencies, civil society and 
governments. The Alliance 
aims to strengthen the  
National Plans of Action for 
OVC and improve the  
availability of replicate models 
and best practices to scale up 

livelihood interventions for 
OVC. The Alliance will  
reconvene in February 2007 to 
present the research findings 
from four case studies and 
discuss critical issues around 
scaling-up, cost effectiveness 
and sustainability of  
these identified promising  
interventions. Furthermore, 
the countries will present their 
intent to support the response 
to OVC in the long term. The 
Alliance has strong linkages 
with the IFPRI-RENEWAL 
network and the Regional 
Hunger and Vulnerability 
Programme (RHVP). At the 
moment, the Alliance is  
challenged by a combination 
of limited resources and the 
wish to include more countries 
as soon as possible. 
 
 
SADC DevInfo VAC Pilot 
project with the  
support of SAHIMS 
In further building “national 
VAC databases” that are  
sustainable, cost-effective and 
fully compliant with  
internationally agreed  
standards for establishing 
MDG based information  
management systems, a pilot 
project was conducted in three 
countries: namely, Lesotho, 
Zambia and Zimbabwe. Later, 
Malawi and Swaziland also 
joined the project. The project 
was managed by the Southern 
African Humanitarian  
Information Management 
network (SAHIMS), extending 
its traditional technical  

support to partner national 
VAC teams. 

With limited resources, the 
pilot project was able to firstly, 
successfully develop and  
validate national VAC 
DevInfo databases in Lesotho, 
Malawi and Zambia. The 
countries that have passed the 
validation process are eligible 
to further support to establish 
a national VAC server  
platform integrated with 
MDGs and information  
management tools for disaster 
reduction. Also, these  
countries now have a concrete 
platform to manage robust 
and reliable data for VAC. 
Secondly, the project was able 
to train 15 national VAC  
members as administrators on 
the DevInfo system. This has 
provided NVAC in Lesotho, 
Zambia, Zimbabwe, Malawi 
and Swaziland with a pool of 
people that are capable of 
managing a national VAC 
database. As a result of this 
project, in the case of Zambia, 
Lesotho and Malawi, the VAC 
will be able to contribute to 
national efforts for planning 
and monitoring progress  
towards MDGs, while  
improving the quality of  
vulnerability analysis. 

The project received full  
support from the UN RDT, 
OCHA, UNICEF and 
UNDGO.  UN country teams 
were also very supportive. 
Funding was received from 
WFP, OCHA, UNICEF and 
UNDGO. 
 

 
CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
Event:  Mission of the Special Envoy for Humanitarian  
  Needs, James Morris to Southern Africa 
Date:  6 – 16 December 2006 
Time:  All day 
Country Visits:  Zambia, Malawi, Lesotho, Mozambique 
Contact:  Gabriella Waaijman – waaijman@un.org  
 
Event:  AHI Media Training Workshop 
Date:  4 – 5 December 2006 
Time:   All Day 
Venue:  35 Prichardt Street, CBD, Johannesburg 
Contact:  Joan Mower - jmower@ibb.gov 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Event: Regional Inter-Agency Support Coordination  

(RIACSO) Meeting: Briefing with Special Envoy 
Date:  13 December 2006 
Time:  10h00 
Venue:  11 Merafe House, Naivasha Rd, Sunninghill,  
  Earth Room 
Contact:  Michelle Thulkanam – thulkanam@un.org 
 
Event:   Humanitarian Reform Workshop 
Date:  18 - 19 January 2007  
Time:   All Day 
Venue:  To be confirmed 
Contact:  Jean-Luc Tonglet – tonglet@un.org  

LATEST NEWS FROM REGIONAL IASC PARTNERS 


