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This is a bi-monthly update of UNHCR’s operational programmes in Kenya.
 

Nairobi 
 

UNHCR Deputy High Commissioner 

Visits the Region: 
The UNHR Deputy High Commissioner, Mr. 

Alexander Aleinikoff, made a familiarisation 

visit to a number of East African countries 

including Djibouti, Ethiopia and Kenya. These 

countries continue to receive thousands of 

Somalis seeking international protection due 

to conflict and violence in Somalia. While in 

Kenya, he made a one-day visit to Dadaab 

refugee camp and held a number of meetings 

with government officials, donors, 

implementing partners and UNHCR staff 

members.  Mr. Aleinikoff was appointed 

UNHCR Deputy High Commissioner in 

December 2009 and took up his new post in 

February 2010. 
 

 
 

The Deputy High Commissioner, Mr. Alexander Aleinikoff 

during a meeting with staff in Nairobi. UNHCR/C.Bodo 

 

Donor Missions: 
Two donor missions took place in both Kakuma 

and Dadaab refugee camps in April. The 

objective of the missions was to examine both 

achievements and challenges of the operation 

and to assess how effectively resources were 

being utilised in the camps. 

 

 

 

 

In Kakuma, the donors were impressed by the 

progress made in the integration of services 

i.e. water, shelter for new arrivals and 

commended the harmony that existed 

between the different groups and 

nationalities in the camp. However, they noted 

that health services were overstretched due 

to the influx of Somali refugees.  Based on 

the big number of asylum seekers from 

Somalia, they encouraged UNHCR to consider 

opening a new camp.  They also asked UNHCR 

to consider working with Handicap 

International to cater for the plight of people 

with special needs. They noted the complex 

environment under which the Kenya 

programme operates and observed that the 

economic and social indicators of the host 

communities are not better than those of the 

refugees; hence the need for support to 

development activities for the local 

populations.       

 

IDP Issues: 
UNHCR provided support to the field based 

Protection Working Groups (PWG) covering 

North and South Rift Valley based in Eldoret 

and Nakuru. In the course of the month, the 

PWG for North Rift Valley convened in 

Eldoret bringing together the Government, 

UN, NGOs and IDP groups. Issues discussed 

included the recent moves to evict IDPs living 

in and around Eldoret town and in Trans-nzoia 

region, non-recognition of some self-help 

groups to benefit from the land re-

settlement policy and outstanding 

compensation from the post-election violence. 

UNHCR will bring the issue of evictions to the 

notice of the appropriate authorities.  



Workshop on Urban Vulnerability: 
UNHCR participated in a workshop on 

‘Strengthening Coordination and Response on 

Urban Vulnerability in Kenya organized by 

UN-Habitat and OCHA. The aim of the 

workshop was to bring together a variety of 

stake-holders (Government of Kenya, 

international organizations and NGOs) who 

are working in the urban sector and who would 

be called upon to respond in case of urban 

humanitarian emergencies and develop a 

strategic cooperation framework for an 

improved preparedness, response and 

recovery during these kind of emergencies.  

 

The workshop produced the following 

outcomes that will be piloted in Kenya but will 

form the basis of lessons learnt for other 

urban areas: the establishment of a 

coordination mechanism at national, district 

and municipal levels to deal with issues 

related to urban vulnerability, possibly 

chaired by the Ministry of Local Government 

for urban vulnerability issues; the 

identification of different advocacy 

strategies, measures and actions for more 

appropriate response on urban humanitarian 

issues such as a mapping exercise of all 

relevant stakeholder and to identify triggers/ 

indicators for humanitarian emergencies in 

urban settings resulting in the establishment 

of a working group under the Ministry of 

Planning but chaired by UN-Habitat. 

 

Dadaab 
 

Registration of New Arrivals and 

the Camp Population: 
The camps in Dadaab continue to receive a 

significant number of new arrivals. A total of 

17,173 new arrivals have been registered 

since the start of this year, with 15,757 

arriving from Somalia, 1,239 from Ethiopia, 

176 from Sudan and 1 from Zimbabwe. 

Despite continued reports of increased 

insecurity along the Kenya/Somali border  

caused by fighting between government  

 

 

forces and armed insurgents, Dadaab has yet 

to observe an increase in the rate of new 

arrivals. This could be attributed to the 

recent rains in the region, making it difficult 

for refugees to access the camps. As of 24 

April 2010, the overall population in Dadaab 

camps stood at 271,813. 

 

Education  
 

 
 
A makeshift school taught by a high school student in Ifo 

camp in Dadaab. UNHCR/E.Hockstein. 

 

Funding proposals have been sent to potential 

donors to mobilize funds for education in 

Dadaab camps. A Terms of Reference (TOR) 

for an evaluation of the education sector in 

Dadaab has been finalized. The evaluation is 

planned to take place in June and will be 

conducted by an external organization in 

collaboration with the Ministry of Education 

and development partners.  The main 

objective of the evaluation is to provide an 

opportunity for the partners working in the 

education sector to jointly review and assess 

the education sector in Dadaab and identify 

achievements and best practices as well as 

challenges and ways forward for improving 

access to quality education for children.  

UNHCR supports education from pre-primary 

to higher education, but due to the large 

number of children and adolescents as well as 

adults in need of education, we are not able to 

provide adequate education opportunities to 

everyone since the funds are limited. There 

are 19 primary schools and 6 secondary 

schools in the three camps.  In addition, 

there are 4 youth education centres offering 

livelihood and literacy skills training to youth 



 

Kakuma 
 

Card Exchange conducted for 

68,000 refugees: 
67,610 (23,983 households) refugees had 

their old ration cards exchanged in a week 

long exercise from 16 to 23 April.  It entailed 

the use of bar code scanners to facilitate the 

replacement of old ration cards with new 

ones. The exercise was planned to coincide 

with the second cycle of April’s general food 

distribution. Beneficiaries exchanged ration 

cards upon receipt of their food ration in the 

two distribution centers.  Each center had 

three Registration Clerks and one litigation 

desk to deal with issues of lost and missing 

cards.  The Card Exchange will resume during 

the first food distribution cycle of May 2010 

that begins on  03 May, after which  all those 

who will not have exchange their cards will be 

deactivated from the database.  The 

coverage for card exchange was estimated at 

97.5%.  

 

 
 

Refugees wait in line for their old ration cards to be 

exchanged with new ones. UNHCR/C.Opile 
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UNHCR Donates Indoor Sports 

Equipment  
UNHCR donated an assortment of indoor 

sports equipment to Community Based sport 

programme under the Lutheran World 

Foundation (LWF). The items included sets of 

backgammon (33), monopoly (50), tournament 

chess (38), Scrabble games (50), scrabble 

dictionaries (8), playing cards (178) and travel 

dominoes (34). Some of the items were 

donated to Angelina Jolie girls’ boarding 

school to encourage participation in 

recreational activities which for a long time 

have been a male domain. The donation was 

undertaken just in time as the schools closed 

on 1 April 2010 so that youth do not remain 

idle and engage in a myriad of vices.    Even 

though approximately 3000 youth will benefit 

from the donated equipment, another 31,000 

youth remain idle in the camp due to lack of 

sports equipment.  
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