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AT A GLANCE 

Key Issues 

Overview 
 
The top issue for Aceh remains the lack of assessments.  The picture of overall 
humanitarian needs on the ground is still very confused and unclear. 
 
Throughout the affected region, there is a sense of the relief operation being driven 
more by funding than by need.  The rush to do something must now give way to a 
response matched to coordinated assessment and strategy. 
 
The international response is assessed to be at the following stages for each country 
significantly affected: 
 

Indonesia: Early stages, but delivery increasing.  Assessment and 
coordination an urgent issue.  

Sri Lanka: Good progress. 

Indian mainland: Good progress. 

Andaman and  
Nicobar Islands: Improved coordination, increasing information operation 

well under way. 

Maldives: Operation building up.  Information improving. 

Burma: No acute emergency. 
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Thailand: Good progress. 

Somalia : Assessments complete, delivery under way. 

 
Top priorities continue to be to:  

• Get coordination mechanisms fully operational. 

• Complete assessments, particularly in Aceh. 

• Unblock logistic bottlenecks. 

• Ensure the right key personnel are in place. 

• Provide assistance where requested by field teams. 

Indonesia 

• Still very confused and unclear information on overall needs.   

• Relief operation building up more strongly.   

• More reports of security incidents.  DFID security plan for Aceh being 
drafted. 

• NGOs protest at not being invited to summit. 

Sri Lanka 

• Relief effort going strong.   

• Improved government coordination.   

• Military in charge of government relief distribution.  

• HMS Chatham at Batticaloa, Diligence off east coast.   

• Trucks still scarce but overall commodity transport situation improved.   

• Annan begins visit 7 January. 

Indian mainland 

• Relief operation in full swing.   

• Unconfirmed reports of abducted children. 

India – Andaman & Nicobar Islands 

• Lack of access, dispersed population, difficult logistics.   

• Water and sanitation the key issue.   

• Assessments continue: full picture not yet available.   

• Outlying islands traditionally off-limits to foreigners – government keen to 
protect them.   

• Aftershocks continue. 

Maldives 

• $65 million Flash Appeal announced.   

• Water and sanitation remain the top needs.   
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• Heavy equipment still required.   

• Permanent resettlement of some islands under discussion.   

• WFP relief flights begin.   

• Assessments improve but still not complete.   

• Coordination improved.   

• DFID advisor arrives 6 January 

Burma 

• No acute emergency, according to main international agencies.   

• Reconstruction to be the main focus now. 

Thailand 

• Foreign military assets to withdraw soon.   

• Insecurity in far south: travellers advised by Thai Government to avoid. 

Somalia  

• WFP food distributions since 29 December.   

• Many wells destroyed.   

• Sanitation problems.   

• Priorities are food, non-food items, shelter, water and sanitation. 

Funding 

• UN Flash Appeal for US $ 977 million announced in Jakarta on 6 January, to 
fund the critical work of some 40 UN agencies and NGOs. 

Forthcoming key events and meetings 

• Thursday 6 January:  ASEAN summit in Jakarta.  Flash Appeal announced.  
Foreign Secretary present. 

• Hilary Benn, International Development Secretary, arrived in Banda Aceh 
am 6 January on a RAF C17 aircraft carrying equipment for the UN 
coordination teams.  

• Thursday 6 January (15:00 – 16:30):  Peter Troy, CHAD, DFID to host an 
NGO meeting at DFID. 

• Friday 7 January (10:00):  Number 10 meeting. 

• Friday 7 January:  EU Ministerial meeting (Development Ministers). 

• Tuesday 11 January:  OCHA-hosted International Donors Conference in 
Geneva. 

• Wednesday 12 January:  Paris Club group of debtors meet to consider a 
moratorium on debt for Indonesia and Sri Lanka. 

• Monday 17 January (tbc):  World bank Board briefing. 
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Key statistics 

• Worldwide pledges now over £ 2 billion (BBC). 

• BBC reports a total of 144,000 casualties.  

• The UN now estimates that 50,000 victims could have been children. (BBC) 

 
Location Dead  Missing Injured/sick Displaced Affected 

Indonesia 
94,200 

GoI 
1,541 
OCHA 

 
 

517,000 
MoH 

Up to 2 million 
UN 

Sri Lanka 
 

30,240  
GoSL  

3,858 
GoSL 

15,683 
GoSL 

835,028 
GoSL  

India, Andaman 
& Nicobar Is 

9,479     12,829 
GoI         AFP 

5,796   3,874 
GoI       AFP  

364,200 
GoI 

3,500,000 
GoI 

Maldives 
82 

OCHA 
26 

OCHA 
1,313 
OCHA 

10,000 
OCHA 

100,000 
OCHA 

Thailand 
5,246 
GoT 

3,810 
GoT 

8,457  
GoT   

Thailand 5,187 
GoT 

3,810 
GoT 

8,457  
GoT 

  

Burma 
80+       90 

GoB      AFP 21 43   

Malaysia 66 
AFP 

29 183   

Somalia 
46         176 

WHO    Media   
50,000 
BBC 

        16,720 
OCHA 

Kenya 
1 

AFP     

Tanzania 10 
AFP     

Seychelles 
1 

BBC  44   

Bangladesh 2 
AFP     

DFID response to date 

New developments are in bold/italic 

1. We have approved £4 million for UNICEF; a further £1.5 million for the  
International Committee of the Red Cross and £897,000 for The Mentor 
Initiative (a British NGO).  Two requests for funding from WFP and IOM are 
under consideration: 

• WFP EMOP (Emergency Operations) & Special Operations (logistics, air 
support and establishment of the UNJLC). 

• IOM Flash Appeal – Indonesia only  
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DFID Planning 

2. DFID is urgently considering its further responses to the UN Flash Appeal 
for $ 977 million announced on 6 January. 

3. An IL-76 aircraft is due to leave East Midlands Airport 6 January bound for 
Kuala Lumpur, from where transhipment will be arranged to Banda Aceh 
and Medan.  It will carry full equipment to establish the UN Humanitarian 
Information Centre (HIC), plus approx 200 family tents for IDPs.  It also 
carries 1 million puritabs.  The HIC will enable the UN to collate, map and 
analyse humanitarian needs.  Both cargo and the flight are fully funded by 
DFID.  This is the first of 5 planned DFID-funded flights carrying tents.  
Press are on this flight. 

4. An RAF Tristar is due to fly to Brindisi 6 January to collect UN equipment 
for onward shipment to Banda Aceh via Penang. 

5. We are currently planning, in conjunction with the MoD for the delivery within the 
affected region of further high priority UN equipment, using the C17 and 
potentially, other aircraft. 

6. DEC logistics meeting held Tuesday 4 January to finalise arrangements of DFID 
funding aircraft loads to affected areas. 

7. DFID is currently awaiting proposals from 14 organisations. 

8. DFID sending 3,750 tents to Aceh Province (approximate value £850,000). 

9. DFID is on standby to respond to need from imminent MSF and UNICEF 
assessments in India’s Andaman and Nicobar Islands. 

10. The RAF have made availab le an aircraft as requested by the UN for tasks in Sri 
Lanka and/or the Maldives.  A cargo has been provisionally identified for a first 
flight, from Delhi to Colombo.  The RAF will decide the aircraft type once the 
load is confirmed.  UN in Colombo will identify further tasks. 

Financial 

11. DFID has allocated £50m to the response.  Funds allocated to date are given 
below.   

 
Agency Brief Description Value of Appeal Amount Agreed 
World Health 
Organisation 
(WHO) 

Regional appeal 
 

$ 37,146,000  
 (£ 19,245,000 

approx) 

£ 3,000,000 

International 
Federation of 
Red Cross and 
Red Crescent 
Societies 

Health, water and sanitation, logistics, 
Food, Non-food items throughout the region 
(including East Africa) 

CHF 67,000,000 
(£30,461,500 

approx) 

£ 2,000,000  

Save the 
Children Fund 
UK 

Non-food items, water and sanitation, food, 
shelter and child protection activities in Sri 
Lanka 

£ 1,728,300 £ 400,000 

Christian Aid Food, shelter, water and healthcare in India £ 845,000 £ 400,000 
DFID chartered 
flight carrying 
donation 

Water, collapsible jerry cans – Maldives   £ 81,000  
(approx) 

(cost of flight) 
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UNICEF Water and sanitation activities in Indonesia, 
the Maldives, India, Sri Lanka  

$81,592,000 
(£43,000,000 

approx) 

£4,000,000 
 
 

International 
Committee of the 
Red Cross 
(ICRC) 

Health, water and sanitation, logistics, food, 
non-food items and tracing of missing 
persons in Sri Lanka & Indonesia  

£5,500,000 
(approx) 

£1,500,000 
 

The Mentor 
Initiative (a British 
NGO) 

Wide-scale vector control, malaria and 
dengue fever in Aceh (580,000 people for 5 
months) 

£1,526,000 
(approx) 

£897,000 
 

14 NGOs  Health, water and sanitation, logistics, 
food, non-food items, advocacy, 
psychological, protection and 
livelihoods in Indonesia, India & Sri 
Lanka (NGO programme proposals being 
received 5 & 6 January) 

£22,000,000 
(approx) 

~£7,000,000 
(early estimate for 

approval) 

UN Flash Appeal  Critical work of some 40 UN agencies 
and NGOs.  Being considered 6 January 

£976,975,467  

TOTAL £ 19,278,000 

Direct DfID actions (Donations in kind) 
 
Quantity Item  Currency 

Value 
Approximate 

£ Value 
Further 

Information 

 International Humanitarian Partnership 
(IHP) equipment 

 £ 200,000  

 Humanitarian Information Centre  £ 67,000  
 Vehicle for HIC  £ 30,000  
 Trailer for HIC  £ 2,500  

14,000 10 litre collapsible jerry cans $ 43,050 £ 22,300  
4 Iridium satellite telephones   £ 3,200  

1,000,000 Water purification tablets € 8,000 £ 5,500  
392 60x4m rolls tarpaulin € 98,000 £ 68,000  
10 WHO New Emergency Health Kits   £ 113,000 Including airlift 

20,000 4x5m tarps $ 150,000 £ 77,700  
40,000 Mats $ 35,200 £ 18,200  

4,500 Cook Sets $ 46,125 £ 23,900  
5,040 10 litre collapsible water containers $ 7,308 £ 3,790  
3,750 Tents  £ 850,000 Including airlift 
5,000 Tarpaulins, to Sri Lanka 27 December  

246 Tents, to Sri Lanka 27 December  
£ 250,000 

Including airlift 

5 Helicopters for UN support, to 
Indonesia  £2,200,000 

estimated 
including 

airlift 
TOTAL £ 3,685,090  

12. Note that some lines in the above table have been corrected due to an error in 
the previous sitrep. 

13. The International Humanitarian Partnership (IHP) airlift task required a total of 3 
aircraft sorties: 2 x RAF C-17 and one RAF Tristar.  This was a joint DFID-
Finland-Sweden-Norway-Denmark operation, to establish working environments 
and communications capability for UN staff.  The flights arrived in Banda Aceh 
between 2and 6 January, carrying 16 technicians plus: 
 

• Fork Lift Truck • VW Transporter Minibus  

• Landrover Defender  
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• 6kVA Generator set 

• Aircraft pallet tent and office 
equipment 

• Aircraft pallet office and 
comms equipment 

• Food 

• Water 

• Tents  

• Office and communication 
modules  

• Land Cruisers 

• Water purification equipment 

• Plastic sheeting 

 

14. The total cost of the IHP airlift is £250,000. 

15. A DFID funded DC8 aircraft bound for the Maldives carrying 40 tonnes of water 
(donated by Scottish Water and Strathmore Water) and collapsible plastic jerry 
cans (donated by Scottish Water) arrived on 5 January.  

DFID support to the DEC 

16. Nothing further to report. 

Other donations 

17. Nothing further to report. 

Locations of field teams 

Field Team 1:  Jakarta  
   Banda Aceh  

Field Team 2:  Colombo  

18. An advisor is employed by DFID, Sri Lanka and is providing advice to the Sri 
Lankan Government’s emergency management organisation. 

19. A Civil Military Affairs Adviser, deployed to the region on 4 January with UK 
military forces – Joint Task Force Headquarters Command Group to ascertain 
the role of other military forces in the region. 

20. An advisor (DFID CHAD) is due to arrive in the Maldives on 6 January for an 
assessment visit. 

LATEST NEWS BY COUNTRY 

Developments in the last 24 hours, by country 

Indonesia 

21. Summary:  Still very sketchy information on overall needs.  Substantial areas 
not yet accessed; Rapid Inter Agency assessment cancelled.  Relief operation 
building up more strongly.  More reports of security incidents in Aceh.  NGOs 
protest at not being invited to summit. 
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22. First shelter and IDP camps sector group meeting held 4 January, attended by 
representatives of the Government of Indonesia, Oxfam, OCHA and UNDAC. 
The meeting was called in order to follow up on the decision of 3 January by the 
People’s Welfare Coordination Minister to relocate approximately 20,000 IDPs in 
3-7 camps. (UNDAC) 

23. There is now a water and sanitation coordination structure in place in Banda 
Aceh with lead watsan agency UNICEF chairing this committee.  

24. NGOs have criticised the Indonesian Government for not inviting them to the 
ASEAN meeting of 6 January, stating that they have been denied the chance to 
have an input on the relief and recovery processes in Indonesia. (AFP) 

25. An NGO report skirmishes between the Indonesian Military (TNI) and GAM 
(Aceh Rebels) on the road between Medan and Banda Aceh, the NGO has also 
received unconfirmed reports of gunfire around Meulaboh airport, of aid convoys 
being stolen by GAM and an international being robbed at gunpoint on 4 
January by people in military uniform. (NGO) 

26. OCHA reports the ports of Banda Aceh, Meulaboh, Sabang and Lhoknga are 
inaccessible, but that the ports of Belawan (Medan) and Lhokseumawe are the 
nearest operational ports to Banda Aceh. (OCHA) 

27. The ICRC has set up a logistics base in Singapore with the help of the 
Singapore Red Cross. The ICRC has performed an assessment of Banda 
Aceh's water-treatment plant and report that it is working at 60% capacity. The 
ICRC has fresh water supplies for 20,000 in Aceh. (ICRC) 

28. BAKORNAS (Indonesian Government Relief Agency) reports that the following 
items are badly needed: oxygen, baby food, medical teams and supplies 
including suction equipment, bronchoscopes, minor surgery sets, tetanus and 
measles vaccinations, as well as emergency tents, health post establishments, 
women’s sanitary kits, generator sets and communication items such as radios.  

29. The Ericsson communications equipment  for humanitarian agencies will begin 
being transported into Banda Aceh from 5 January. (UNJLC) 

 

30. We are informed that air traffic control at Banda Aceh has improved. 

31. There have been several unconfirmed reports of looting in recent days.   

32. ECHO has deployed teams in Banda Aceh and Jakarta for needs assessment, 
facilita tion of coordination and to monitor ECHO-funded action.  ECHO’s €10 
million contribution for Indonesia is mainly channelled through UN partners: 
UNICEF, WFP and WHO for water, public health and food programmes, and to 
provide logistical support to humanitarian operations. (ECHO) 

33. Coordination: The Government has established a coordination mechanism led 
by Bakornas PBP (Disaster Relief and IDP Committee) chaired by Vice 
President Yusuf Kalla.  It is housed in the national Development Planning 
Agency. (ECHO)  A daily UN and NGO coordination meeting takes place in 
Jakarta. 
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Sri Lanka 

34. Summary:  Relief effort going strong.  Improved government coordination.  
Military in charge of government relief distribution.  HMS Chatham working at 
Batticaloa, APV Diligence off east coast.  Trucks still scarce but overall 
commodity transport situation improved.  Roads open.  Major food distributions.  
Annan begins visit 7 January. 

35. APV Diligence is off the east coast of Sri Lanka sailing north to join HMS 
Chatham.  Once there she will support HMS Chatham in her tasks.   

36. An ECHO team is assessing the situation in Sri Lanka.  Despite reports of 
restricted access for NGOs in LTTE-controlled areas in the north, ECHO is 
confident that their established aid programme and implementing partners will 
be able to disburse funding effectively. It is foreseen that ECHO focuses its 
efforts in the northern and eastern provinces of the country, while maintaining 
island-wide assistance through the funding of IFRC and WFP activities. (ECHO) 

37. WFP report that the transport of commodities has improved.  WFP report that to 
date they have distributed food to around 450,000 beneficiaries to support them 
for 15 days.  WFP is considering opening a forward base in the northern 
Mullaithivu district to which the LTTE has agreed in principle.  WFP and the 
Australian Foundation for Asia and the Pacific (AFAP) have discussed plans to 
partner in emergency food distribution in the southern and eastern affected 
districts.  

38. Some UN Agencies and NGOs are experiencing some difficulties in mobilizing 
trucks for distribution of humanitarian relief.  However, WFP report that the 
transport of commodities has improved.   

39. WFP report that to date they have distributed food to around 450,000 
beneficiaries to support them for 15 days.  WFP is considering opening a 
forward base in the northern Mullaithivu district to which the LTTE has agreed in 
principle. 

40. On 5 January it was reported that the Galle Road (from Matara upto Colombo) is 
now accessible. All bridges that were damaged by the tidal wave have been 
repaired.  

41. The Federation report that according to information from the field, food is not 
seen as a priority and therefore recovery activities will become a focus for the 
agency’s operations. 

42. The Secretary of State has announced that Sri Lanka will be added to the list of 
countries eligible for the new multilateral debt relief initiative announced by the 
Chancellor in September 2004. (DFID Top Lines Briefing)  

43. On 4 January the Government put the military in charge of relief distribution in 
GoSL areas.   

44. The UN report that the security situation is under control, however the issue of 
landmines pose a minimal and isolated threat. (UNDP) 
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45. At least 26 schools have been completely destroyed and another 76 were 
partially damaged in various parts of the country.  (Deutche Presse Agentur). 

46. The UN Secretary-General is due to visit Sri Lanka 7 – 9 January.  Districts to 
be visited are not yet confirmed. (UNICEF) 

47. Coordination: The National Operations Centre, under the direct authority of the 
President.  The Task Force for Logistics and Law and Order (TAFLOL), will 
establish a stock tracking system for all relief items coming into Sri Lanka and 
final distribution with the support o UNJLC, the Chamber of Commerce and IBM. 
(OCHA)  Among international agencies, UNICEF lead on education, water and 
sanitation, WHO lead on health, WFP on logistics and UNHCR on non-food 
items. 

48. The official government website has been superseded by 
http://www.cnosrilanka.org/.  Other useful websites are:  
www.humanitarian-srilanka.org  (under District Information), and 
ftp://public_mapaction:magpie@ftp.npagroup.net/.  

Indian mainland 

49. Summary:  Relief operation in full swing.  Unconfirmed reports of abducted 
children. 

50. The Government of India has allocated 5,000 million rupees (€85.1 million) for 
emergency relief activities and rehabilitation/reconstruction.  The Prime Minister 
has set up an emergency relief fund for private contributions. (ECHO) 

51. In New Delhi a Special EU Counsellors Meeting was held on 3 January.  It 
agreed that immediate humanitarian needs in Tamil Nadu are being covered by 
the Government, but that gaps exist on which external aid should be targeted.  
ECHO agreed to act as a focal point for information on humanitarian assistance 
contributions by member states to NGOs working in Tamil Nadu. (ECHO) 

52. The Government of India is estimating the total financial loss for the mainland 
states of Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh, Kerala and Pondicherry at US $ 1.18 
billion.  

53. In Tamil Nadu, there are media stories of children being abducted and people 
impersonating Government officials to get relief supplies. Some groups are 
complaining about being left out. DFID India cannot confirm whether this is true 
or not. 

54. Coordination: The Government of India Crisis Management Group is holding 
daily co-ordination meetings.  A National Disaster Management Agency 
coordinates relief efforts. (ECHO)  A 24-hour emergency operation centre has 
been established in the UNICEF office in Chennai, for information dissemination 
on behalf of the UN for relief operations. (ECHO) 

55. The government has set up the National Disaster Management Agency to 
coordinate relief efforts.  Its website is:  http://www.ndmindia.nic.in/  
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India – Andaman & Nicobar Islands 

56. Summary:  Lack of access, dispersed population, difficult logistics.  Water and 
sanitation the key issue.  Water supply good in Port Blair.  Assessments 
continue: full picture not yet available.  Outlying islands traditionally off-limits to 
foreigners – government keen to protect them.  Aftershocks continue. 

57. According to DFID India, the current population of the relief camp in Port Blair is 
6-8,000 people. Although the Indian defence forces did a competent job to bring 
people in from the outlying areas, the local authorities were not prepared to 
handle the influx of population. This is breeding a high degree of resentment 
among the people. The people were not coerced to leave their homes but had 
no food or water where they were.  

58. The UNICEF health team in Port Blair is continuing with their assessment. 
According to their initial report, the critical areas for support are immunisation 
and water and sanitation. 

59. MSF France is concerned about the outlying areas of the islands where no 
assessments have been permitted. The islands have traditionally been off limits 
to foreigners. Eight percent of the islands are populated by protected tribes; the 
Government of India will continue to prevent access by foreigners to these areas 
in order to protect the cultural identity of these tribes.  

60. UNICEF India will submit a national funding proposal to DFID India in two weeks 
time. UNICEF India is waiting to do this until after the UNICEF regional appeal 
and UN Flash Appeal are launched and funded. 

61. Coordination: Government has set up an Integrated Relief Command 

Maldives 

62. Summary:  $65 million Flash Appeal announced 6 January.  Water and 
sanitation remain the top needs.  Heavy equipment still required, for debris 
clearance.  Permanent resettlement of some islands under discussion.  WFP 
relief flights begin.  Assessments improve but still not complete.  Coordination 
improved.  DFID advisor arrives 6 January. 

63. The UN launched a US$65 million Flash Appeal to support the Maldives to 
recover from the tsunami. 

64. An ECHO expert will be deployed to the Maldives to undertake rapid needs 
assessment.  ECHO is in the process of preparing funding for UNICEF health, 
water and sanitation activities for 109,000 beneficiaries in the country. (ECHO) 

65. India has allocated € 840,000 to relief efforts in the Maldives, and provided 
assistance through Naval ships and helicopters. (ECHO) 

66. Coordination: A Government Crisis Task Force has been established to assess 
damage, restore communication and power and coordinate the relief effort. 
(OCHA) 

67. Government Coordination: Minister of Finance has lead control of the crisis 
response. 
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68. International Coordination: UNDAC are coordinating all UN agencies and 
large NGOs, and are the principal interface with the government. 

Thailand 

69. Summary:  Foreign military assets to withdraw soon.  Insecurity in far south: 
travellers advised by Thai Government not to go there. 

70. Two ECHO experts are in Bangkok to monitor the situation in the country and on 
a regional basis. (ECHO) 

71. Coordination: Ministry of Internal Affairs. 

Burma  

72. Summary:  No acute emergency, according to UN/IFRC/ICRC/NGO 
coordination meeting.  Reconstruction to be the main focus now. 

73. A joint assessment team (ICRC, UNICEF, WFP and WV) was in southern 
Taninthiryi (just north of the Thai border) on 3 January. (UNICEF/WFP).  This 
division is believed to be the worst hit area.   

74. A UN/IFRC/ICRC/NGO coordination meeting on 6 January concluded that there 
was no acute emergency.  Findings indicate that the scale of the impact was in 
the range of numbers of 80+ deaths provided by the government. The situation 
is being managed by communities.  The meeting agreed that the larger 
coordination mechanism would be replaced by a smaller liaison unit and that the 
focus would shift from short-term assessments and immediate action to 
medium-term reconstruction work. 

Somalia 

75. Summary:  WFP food distributions since 29 December.  Many wells destroyed.  
Sanitation problems.  Priorities are food, non-food items, shelter, water and 
sanitation. 

76. WFP has distributed 177 tonnes of food since December 29, reaching 9,600 
beneficiaries along a 500-kilometre stretch of the Somalia coastline. WFP began 
distribution of 21 tonnes of food aid began 5 January in Eyl district, 350 
kilometres south of Hafun. Twenty metric tonnes of food was distributed on 4 
January to 500 people in the village of Garan, in Hafun District.   

77. According to a WHO assessment, almost all of the shallow wells along the 
Somalia coastline were completely buried or contaminated by sea floods. The 
majority of coastal villages do not have latrines due to rocky ground. Pressing 
needs are: provision of food aid for six months period; shelter, utensils and 
clothing; rehabilitation of water systems and shallow wells. Some areas will need 
water trucking; construction of latrines to improve sanitation; provision of 
medicines; awareness on sanitation and marine guidance for resettlement. 

FURTHER INFORMATION 

(DFID response is detailed under ‘At a Glance’ above) 
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MOD support 

78. A UK military Operational Liaison and Reconnaissance Team (OLRT) is to be 
based in Jakarta. 

79. As previously reported, the RAF have made available an aircraft as requested 
by the UN for tasks in Sri Lanka and/or the Maldives. 

80. APV Diligence is off the east coast of Sri Lanka sailing north to join HMS 
Chatham.  Once there she will support HMS Chatham in her tasks.   

81. RFA BAYLEAF: ETA Colombo 13 January to support Chatham and Bayleaf. 

82. The RN ships are under control of Permanent Joint Headquarters (PJHQ) and 
are moving to Sri Lanka in anticipation of detailed tasks.  These tasks have been 
identified, and are due to be initiated by the DFID in country, endorsed by DFID 
in UK, and then passed through to MOD for action where applicable. 

83. Two Italian and one Belgian C130s are to move to Colombo for tasks in support 
of the UN. 

UN response 

Developments in the last 24 hours 

EU response 

84. ECHO has so far committed €23 million comprising: €10 million for Indonesia 
(€8 million allocated, €2 million in reserve); €8 million for Sri Lanka; €2 million for 
Maldives; and the initial €3m. (ECHO) 

85. ECHO will announce, on Friday 7 January, a further €100 million from the 
Emergency Aid Reserve earmarked for the tsunami, subject to Council and EP 
approval. 

86. Louis Michel, European Commissioner for Development and Humanitarian Aid, 
is on mission with the Luxembourg Presidency to Sri Lanka and Indonesia from 
1 to 6 January and is to attend the ASEAN summit in Jakarta on 6 January. 
(ECHO) 

87. ECHO has deployed teams in Banda Aceh and Jakarta for needs assessment, 
facilitation of coordination and to monitor ECHO-funded action.  ECHO’s €10 
million contribution for Indonesia is mainly channelled through UN partners: 
UNICEF, WFP and WHO for water, public health and food programmes, and to 
provide logistical support to humanitarian operations. (ECHO) 

88. An ECHO team is assessing the situation in Sri Lanka.  Despite reports of 
restricted access for NGOs in LTTE-controlled areas in the north, ECHO is 
confident that their established aid programme and implementing partners will 
be able to disburse funding effectively. It is foreseen that ECHO focuses its 
efforts in the northern and eastern provinces of the country, while maintaining 
island-wide assistance through the funding of IFRC and WFP activities. (ECHO) 
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89. In New Delhi a Special EU Counsellors Meeting was held on 3 January.  It 
agreed that immediate humanitarian needs in Tamil Nadu are being covered by 
the Government, but that gaps exist on which external aid should be targeted.  
ECHO agreed to act as a focal point for information on humanitarian assistance 
contributions by member states to NGOs working in Tamil Nadu. (ECHO) 

90. An ECHO expert will be deployed to the Maldives to undertake rapid needs 
assessment.  ECHO is in the process of preparing funding for UNICEF health, 
water and sanitation activities for 109,000 beneficiaries in the country. (ECHO) 

91. Two ECHO experts are in Bangkok to monitor the situation in the country and on 
a regional basis. (ECHO) 

Other donors  

(Selected major news only.  DFID and EU responses in other sections above.) 

92. The debt relief initiative for tsunami affected countries is gathering momentum.  
UK, Japan, USA, Canada and France support a debt payment moratorium. 
(Reuters) 

93. Germany raised its contribution to the response to €500 million. (Reuters) 

94. Powell, visiting Aceh 6 January, promised more helicopters, food and clean 
water. (Reuters) 

95. Kofi Annan and Barbara Stocking of Oxfam both call for aid pledges to be 
honoured, and not to pull money from other crises. (Reuters) 

96. India has allocated €840,000 to relief efforts in the Maldives, and provided 
assistance through Naval ships and helicopters. (ECHO) 

97. The United States announced on 6 January that it was dissolving the ‘Core 
Group’ of nations it formed to expedite aid, as it had served its purpose in 
catalysing relief efforts, and would now work under the UN. (AFP) 

98. The Thai government and state banks have pledged around 100 billion baht (US 
$2.5 billion) in fund and loan to rehabilitate the tsunami-hit south-western coast 
area. (Xinhua) 

99. The five year Australia-Indonesia Partnership for Reconstruction and 
Development, announced by Prime Minister Howard in Jakarta last night, will 
allocate A$500 million in grant aid for reconstruction and rehabilitation and a 
further A$500 million in interest free loans for a period of up to 40 years (GoA) 

100. The government of the Democratic People's Republic of Korea have announced 
emergency relief aid amounting to US $150,000. (GoK) 

101. The Greek government has increased its pledged support to the Maldives and 
Sri Lanka from 300,000 to 1 million euros.  It is also chartering a cruise liner to 
take 800 MT of aid to Sri Lanka and act as a floating hospital when it arrived. 
(AFP) 
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102. British Airways has offered a 747 freigh ter to UNICEF once a week, to transport 
relief items from UNICEF's main emergency warehouse supply hub in 
Copenhagen to any destination in the region.  The flights will start on 19 January 
and will continue until March.  (UNICEF) 

Logistics 

103. The United Nations Joint Logistics Centre (UNJLC) is providing an overview of 
air operations for the disaster (particularly for Indonesia, Maldives and Sri 
Lanka) at www.unjlc.org/content/index.phtml/itemId/5478.  

Other Issues 

104. A 3-minute silence was held across Europe at noon 5 January.  Flags flew at 
half mast over many public buildings. 

Further Information 

105. The following websites contain useful information: 

http://www.reliefweb.int 

http://www.alertnet.org 

http://ocha.unog.ch/virtualosocc/  

 

Ends 


