
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Highlights 
The food security situation following the onset of the Gu rains is mixed, deteriorating in the drought‐affected 
and  rain deficit areas  in  the central  regions  (Mudug, Galgadud and Hiran) and  in  the north  (part of Nugal 
Valley and Sool Plateau.  However, there are some signs of improvement in Bay, Bakool, Middle Juba, Lower 
Juba, Middle Shabelle and parts of Lower Shabelle in the south, as well as in the north in Awdal, and Bari (See 
Integrated Food Security Analysis Section).   
 
Climate: The progress of  the  season  in  terms of  rainfall  intensity and  spatial distribution has been mixed, 
with some regions receiving normal rains, while others extremely poor rains.  It is still too early to determine 
the overall performance of the season, since there are still several weeks till the end of the Gu (See Climate 
section). 
 
Civil  Insecurity:  The  civil  security  situation  in many  areas  of  southern  and  central  Somalia  is,  as  several 
factions continue to fight for control of the country. This is leading to new population displacement, market 
disruptions, and resource based conflicts (See Civil Insecurity Section). 
 
Agriculture:  Crop  establishment  is  average  in  Bay,  Juba,  as well  as  some  areas  of  Bakool,  and  Shabelle 
regions, however, crops are not established well in some areas of Gedo and Hiran. Where there is average to 
good rainfall and crop establishment, income opportunities for poor households have improved.  Local cereal 
prices are 10% to 60% lower than prices during the same period last year, but they are still at an all time high 
(See Agriculture Section). 
 
Livestock:   Rangeland conditions continue to deteriorate  in the some areas of the north and  in the central 
region, however, are improving in much of the south. Livestock body conditions and production remain poor 
in most of  the central and northern  regions. Livestock prices  in April  ’09  remain at  record high  levels  (See 
Livestock Section). 
 
Markets:  The Somali shilling depreciated between March and April 2009, in most of Somalia’s southern main 
markets.   Although,  there were decreases  in  imported commodity prices  in a  few major markets, they are 
still significantly higher than normal (compared to the five‐year average) (See Market Section). 
 
Nutrition:   Recently completed nutrition surveys  indicate a Very Critical nutrition situation  for Hiran Agro‐
pastoral, Beletweyne District  and Burao  IDPs  (GAM  rate of 25.5%, 21.2%,  and 20.8%,  respectively), while 
results indicate a Critical nutrition situation for Hiran riverine livelihood zones and Berbera IDPs  (GAM 16.9% 
and 18.3%, respectively (See Nutrition Section). 
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SECTORAL ANALYSIS 
 
Climate 
 
The Gu 2009 rains began during late March and early April in 
northern Somalia as well as in parts of southern Somalia, indicating 
a timely onset of the main rainy season. However, the progress of the 
season in terms of rainfall intensity and spatial distribution has been 
mixed, with some regions receiving normal rains, while others 
extremely poor rains. 
 
In the central regions of Hiran, Galgadud and Mudug, Gu ’09 rainfall 
has been fairly localized.  Gu ’09 rainfall was insufficient to 
replenish water and pasture resources, and those resources that 
managed to regenerate quickly depleted due to rapid in-migration, 
particularly in the Hawd and Addun pastoral livelihoods zones.  
Similarly, light precipitation in Dhusamareb, Guricel, Adado, 
Abudwak, Galkacyo, and Galdogob districts prompted mass 
livestock in-migration from rain-deficit areas, leading to early 
depletion of water, pasture and browse resources in these districts.  
On the other hand, Harardhere and Elbur districts, located in the 
Cowpea Belt along the coast, received good rains, partially replenishing water reservoirs (berkads) and water 
catchments.  Rains have also improved crop germination in those districts. 
 
In the key pastoral areas of Nugal, Sool, most of Sanaag and Togdheer, the performance of the Gu rains thus far 
are extremely poor, leading to abnormal pastoral out-migration to Hawd of Ethiopia. In most of these regions, 
water trucking is still ongoing despite the fact that it is the peak of the Gu season. Unless rains re-establish in the 
coming days, drought will occur in these regions. 
 
In Awdal and Hargeisa, Gu rains were largely normal, especially in Golis, Guban, Hawd of Hargeisa and the 
agro-pastoral districts of Gebiley and Borama. Proper crop germination, improved water sources and regeneration 
of pasture were reported. 
 
In the south, in most of Shabelle regions and the Sorghum Belt areas of Bay and Bakool, Gu rains performed 
well. As a result, crop establishment and regeneration of pasture and browse has been good. Water catchments 
have also replenished. However, in the Gedo and Juba regions, rains started late and have been erratic. Although 
parts of the key grazing and riverine areas received normal rains, the overall performance of the Gu rains has been 
below normal. 
 
It is still too early to determine the overall performance of the season, since there are still several weeks till the 
end of the Gu. FEWS NET, SWALIM and FSNAU will update the progress of the season through dekadal rain 
watch and bulletins. 
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Early Planted Maize, Jowhar, May 11, 2009 Good Rice Crop, Jowhar, May 11, 2009 

Civil Insecurity 
 
The civil security situation in most of southern and central Somalia has further deteriorated, as several factions 
continue to fight for control of the country. This month, fighting erupted between the insurgents and the 
Transitional Federal Government (TFG) in Mogadishu and parts of Hiran. Both sides have increased militia 
activities including the imposition of road blocks. In addition, Mogadishu’s main Bakaara market has been closed 
and other social activities in Mogadishu have halted.  
 
Over 25,000 people were displaced during the first week of May, as a result of fighting in Mogadishu, and many 
more are currently trapped and unable to move to safer sections of the town. Tension still exists in the Galgadud 
region, where there are thousands of displaced people living in rural settlements. Furthermore, there are reports 
that a significant number of people, seeking refuge in Kenya, are stranded in towns of Afmadow and Jilib (Lower 
Juba), as all earthen roads have flooded due to recent heavy rainfall. The UN IASC Protection Cluster reported in 
April ’09 that an estimated of 25,000-30,000 people have left Mogadishu for Afgoye and Balad, while almost 
daily many more are evacuating their homes and moving towards more peaceful parts of Mogadishu town. 
Overall, the latest estimate of IDPs has increased from 1.2 to 1.3 million between March and April ’09. 
 
The number of insecurity epicentres also increased in April ’09.  In Bari region, a revenge-related incident 
between two clans was reported in Banderbeyla district in the Sool plateau. The killing of one person further 
escalated tension between the two clans, resulting in displacement and the forced abandonment of valuable water 
and pasture resources. 
 
During April ’09, organized killings and road side pump explosions aimed at relief workers, TFG officials and 
other insurgents were reported. Security incidents were reported in Bosasso, Galkacyo, Balad, Mogadishu, 
Afmadow and Jawle village of Harardhere. These incidents have disrupted Mogadishu port movement and 
reduced market activities.  Incidents of sea piracy continue to increase: 26 incidents were reported just during the 
month of April ‘09. Approximately eighteen vessels and 310 persons are currently being held for ransom. The 
piracy problem is also preventing ships carrying humanitarian aid from reaching their destinations and providing 
the support necessary for the estimated 43% of the population in humanitarian crisis. 
 
Kidnappings and killings of humanitarian workers continue in Somalia. Since January ’08, an estimated 28 aid 
workers have been abducted and 37 aid workers have been killed. Evacuation of international and national staff 
from Baidoa and Jowhar is ongoing due to increased insecurity. In addition, the security situation in Kismayo, 
Badade, Merka, Afgoye and Mogadishu has deteriorated to UN Phase V, imposing additional restrictions on 
humanitarian agencies working in these areas, although most people in need of humanitarian and livelihood 
response are concentrated in these districts.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Agriculture 
 
Gu 2009 season crop establishment conditions vary by region. 
Crop establishment performance is considered average in Bay, 
Middle Juba, Lower Juba, Bakool (except Rabdhure), Middle 
Shabelle (except the coastal areas and Balad district) and parts 
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Central regions: water trucking 
resumes, April. 09

of Lower Shabelle due to sufficient Gu rains, which have enabled crops to germinate and establish normally. 
However, Gu 2009 rains have been insufficient for good crop establishment in Gedo (except Bardera). Poor crop 
establishment has also been reported throughout the Hiran region. The continuation of rainfall into June will be 
critical for crop growth. In the northwest, crop establishment is below average due to a dry spell and unevenly 
distributed Gu ’09 rains in the agro-pastoral areas of West Galbeed and Togdheer regions during the second half 
of April and the first dekad of May 2009. 
 
Where there is average to good rainfall and crop establishment, income opportunities for poor households have 
improved. Agricultural activities such as sowing, irrigating, planting and first and/or second weeding are ongoing. 
For instance, extensive rice crop activities such as weeding, fertilizing and irrigating continue in Middle Shabelle, 
and a late planted off-season crop harvest is currently ongoing in the Juba regions.  
 
Although local cereal prices are 10% to 60% lower than prices 
during the same period last year, they are still at an all time 
high (Figure X) and have increased slightly in the last month 
(March to April 2009). Cereal prices vary among the main 
markets in southern Somalia with the lowest maize prices in 
April ’09 recorded in Qoryoley, Merka and Afgoi in Lower 
Shabelle (6,000 Sosh/kg), Jamame in Lower Juba (7,500 
SoSh), and Jilib and Buale in Middle Juba (6,500 to 8,000 
Sosh/kg). The lowest sorghum prices are in Beletweyn 
(3,000Sosh/kg), Baidoa (4,500Sosh/kg) and Hudur 
(4,000Sosh/kg).  
 
The terms of trade (TOT) between labour and cereal are 150% 
- 170% higher when compared to the same month last year in 
all markets in Somalia (Figure X). The highest TOT between 
labour and maize has been recorded in the Juba regions (15kg 
– 18kg/daily labour wage rate). The average TOT between 
labour and sorghum is 18kg/daily labour wage rate in the 
Sorghum Belt, although an unusually high TOT was recorded 
in Beletweyn. The recent increase in the TOT between labour 
and cereal is due to a decrease in local cereal prices and an 
increase in job opportunities and daily labour wage rates, 
which are 65% to 100% higher, when compared to April ‘08. 
 
 
Livestock  
 
In the northern regions, rangeland conditions have continued to 
deteriorate in areas where the onset of the Gu rains have been erratic 
and localized, including the upper Nugal Valley and western Sool 
Plateau (Sool and Sanag). The exceptions are rangelands of Bari, 
Awdal and southeastern W. Galbeed regions, where normal Gu rains 
were received so far. The Golis/Guban livelihood zone (LZ), which 
suffered a rain deficit during Deyr‘08/09, also received normal rains, 
however, locusts were observed in agro-pastoral areas of western Golis 
and Odweyne, which damaged pasture and crops. In areas of localized 
rains, rangelands benefited and rains immediately helped to improve 
severely deteriorated pasture and water resources, however, the 
benefits were short-lived, as resources quickly depleted once again as 
these areas received large livestock in-migration from neighbouring 
rain deficit areas.  As a result, water trucking immediately resumed in 
Sool plateau of Sanaag and Hawd of Nugal and Sool regions. 
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Elder: weak cow, Apr. 09

 
In the central regions (Mudug and Galgadud) and Hiran, pockets of key pastoral areas received light to moderate 
rains, which slightly replenished water and pasture resources. Due to the erratic nature of Gu rainfall and the 
preceding long dry spell, most of the key pastoral areas of the central regions have not received sufficient rainfall 
for more than five seasons and berkads remain dry, despite the fact that it is the peak of the Gu season. The 
continued lack of rainfall has exacerbated the already dire situation created by a particularly harsh Jilaal. Water 
prices in Addun and the Cowpea Belt in the central regions (Mudug and Galgadud) increased considerably 
between March and April ’09. In just one month, prices increased by 25% (from 80,000-100,000 SoSh/drum), 
while in the Hawd, water prices remain mostly unchanged at a range of 180,000-200,000 SoSh/drum.  
 

In southern Somalia, Gu rains have started on time. Rains have 
intensified both in terms of coverage and intensity throughout the 
southern regions, with the exception of the coastal Deeh, the 
northern part of Gedo (Blethawo, Dolo and Luq) and southern 
Badade district of Lower Juba. Rainfall has fully replenished water 
sources and significantly improved the pasture conditions.  
 
Overall, livestock body conditions for all species remain poor in 
most of the central and northern regions, with the exception of 
Awdal, southeastern W. Galbeed and Bari regions, which received 
moderate rains. In areas that received moderate rains in the central 
and northern regions, livestock conditions further deteriorated due to 
a long dry spell, mass livestock in-migration and livestock disease, 

which has caused a high number of livestock deaths. Livestock most affected by disease this season are sheep, 
goats and cattle in the central and Juba regions. In addition, in upper Nugal, western Sool plateau, Gebbi valley 
and the Hawd/AddunLZs of the central regions, camels continue to die from starvation, particularly calves and 
pack camels, which are most vulnerable. Cattle in Hiran and Galgadud have not recovered from the previous 
drought and the harsh Jilaal season, and significant livestock deaths are reported.  
 
Lambing and kidding rates are high in the northern and central regions; however, poor rainfall performance has 
offset the benefits of increased herd sizes. Milk production is still poor and its availability is scarce for all LZs in 
these areas. In southern Somalia, although camel and goat milk production has significantly improved, market 
supply is poor as pastoralists continue to migrate away from the main towns, allowing for water and pasture 
resources around the main towns to replenish in time for the dry season. 
 
Livestock Trade, Prices and Terms of Trade (TOT) 
 
In line with normal seasonal trends, livestock 
exports have declined since January ’09 due to low 
market demand from the Gulf countries. However, 
total livestock exports in April reached 73,788 
heads, which is 10% higher than April of last year. 
Of the total number of livestock exported since 
January ’09, 53% were exported from Bossasso and 
47% from Berbera port.  Carcass meat exports have 
declined since Jan ’09; Burao and Galkayo slaughter 
houses exported 41,570 carcasses combined, which 
is 51% lower than during April of last year. 
 
In general, livestock prices in April ’09 remain at 
record high levels (Figure X). Currently, local goat prices in the Sorghum Belt, Jubas and the northwest are 50%-
100% higher when compared to April five-year average, while in the northeast, central and Shabelle regions, goat 
prices are 117%-180% higher (Figure X). However, livestock prices in the Juba regions declined when compared 
to Jan. ’09 because of the effects of the harsh Jilaal and the uncertainty of the Gu performance. 
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MUAC Measurement, HargeisaIDPs, FSAU 
April, 2009 

 
The average TOT between goat and cereal  improved 
throughout Somalia, when compared to Jan. ’09; this is 
due to a significant decrease in cereal prices and an 
increase in livestock prices, which remain above the 
long-term mean (Figure X). The TOT, however, are still 
10%-25% lower when compared to the April five-year 
average. The lowest average TOT (goat to cereal) was 
reported in the Juba regions—27% and 37% lower than 
the April ’08 TOT and the April five-year average, 
respectively. This decrease in the TOT is due to 
increased maize prices and a decrease in livestock prices 
(Figure X).  
 
Markets and Trade 
 
The Somali shilling (SoSh) depreciated between March 
and April 2009, in most of Somalia’s southern main 
markets. For instance, in Mogadishu, the SoSh lost 
value by 12%, in Galkayo by 5%, in Bossasso by 7% 
and in Baidoa by 4% (Figure X). The devaluation is 
partly due to high demand of the US dollar from traders 
eager to conduct overseas business prior to the high 
tide/monsoon season. In Somalia’s northwest markets, 
particularly Hargeisa, the Somaliland shilling (SlSh) 
depreciated by 2% (from SlSh 6,720/USD in March to 
SlSh 6,850/USD in April). The depreciation of both the 
SoSh and the SlSh generally increases the price of imported commodities.  
 
The price of imported food commodities including rice, sugar, wheat flour and vegetable oil showed mixed trends 
in April. Prices of these commodities were higher than normal (compared to the five-year average) in Somalia’s 
more remote markets, especially in the central regions, Hiran, and most parts of the southern regions, where 
access was constrained by poor road conditions, making the cost of transportation high. For instance, in Buale 
(Middle Juba), the average price of rice increased by 17% from March to April. Prices were largely stable in the 
country’s main regional markets. The average price of rice in Mogadishu decreased by only 6% from March to 
April, and when compared to the same period last year, rice prices were similar in most of the southern markets. 
There were notable decreases in imported commodity prices in a few major markets. Rice prices, for example, 
decreased by 16% in Dhusamareb market, 4% in Bardera and 10% in Hudur between March and April. 
 
In Somaliland, imported commodity prices generally increased. For instance, in Hargeisa market, rice prices 
increased by 18% (from SlSh 5,400/kg in March to 6,375 SlSh/kg in April). Similar trends were reported in Burao 
(Togdheer) and Borama. It is expected that the price of imported commodities will increase in the coming months 
as supply decreases due to the high tide/monsoon season. Further price increases will limit food access for urban 
poor households, who rely heavily on market purchase for their basic food needs.    
 
 
Nutrition Situation 
 
Between March and April 2009, FSNAU in collaboration with 
partners conducted seven nutrition surveys in Somalia, covering 
the Hiran riverine, agro-pastoral and pastoral livelihood zones, 
Beletweyne District, and IDPs in Hargeisa, Burao and Berbera.  
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The standard two stage cluster methodology1 was used in three of the surveys (Hiran Riverine, Hiran Agro-
pastoral and Beletweyne District), the Lot Quality Assurance (LQAs) survey methodology used in two surveys 
(Hiran Pastoralists and Hargeisa – in which also CDC Probability Calculator was used), and exhaustive 
population assessments were conducted amongst Burao and Berbera IDP populations. Analysis was conducted 
based on the UN-WHO global standards.  Findings indicate a varied but precarious nutrition situation.   
 
• The Hiran Agro-pastoral livelihood zone, Beletweyne District and Burao IDPs face a Very Critical nutrition 

situation:  Hiran Agro-pastoralist findings indicate a global acute malnutrition (GAM) rate, WHZ<-2 or 
oedema, of 25.5% (19.7-31.2) and a severe acute malnutrition (SAM) rate (WHZ <-3 or oedema) of 8.1% 
(5.6-10.6) including three oedema cases.  Beletweyn District indicates a GAM rate of 21.2% (16.3 – 26.0) 
and SAM rate of 6.2% (3.7-8.7) with two cases of oedema.  BuraoIDPs indicates a GAM rate of 20.8% and a 
SAM rate of 4.9% (including two oedema cases). The crude and under five mortality rates are within 
acceptable levels based on the WHO classification.  

 
• The Hiran riverine and pastoral livelihood zones and Berbera IDPs assessments face a Critical nutrition 

situation.  Hiran riverine findings indicate a GAM rate of 16.9% (CI: 11.5-22.2) and a SAM rate of 4.6% 
(2.7-6.5) including four cases of oedema. Berbera IDPs indicate a GAM rate of 18.3% and a SAM rate of 
3.3% including four cases of oedema. The crude and under five mortality rates in both population groups are 
<1 and <2 per 10,000 per day respectively, and within acceptable levels (WHO classification). Based on 
findings on the LQAS and the Probability Calculator2, Hiran pastoralists indicate a high probability of a 
Critical situation with a GAM level of 15.0-19.9%,(Pr=0.95) and a SAM level of 2-3% (Pr=0.92); while 
Hargeisa IDPs are more probably faced with a Serious nutrition situation with a global acute malnutrition rate 
within 10-15% category (Pr=0.94) and the severe acute malnutrition rate most probably 1-2% (Pr=0.77). 

 
The worrisome nutrition situation in Hiran region is mainly attributed to high insecurity and persistent crop 
failure, which continue to limit access to food and income opportunities.  Both of the assessed population groups 
in Hiran and Somaliland (IDPs) also continue to face hyperinflation, which has diminished access to food 
commodities as a result of high prices.  Poor child care practices, poor access to safe water and health care remain 
the underlying causes to high morbidity and a significant factor in the nutrition status of both Hiran populations 
and Somaliland IDPs 
 
The National Micronutrients Malnutrition Assessment, stratified by regions, was completed in Puntland in April.  
It is currently ongoing in Somaliland and scheduled for southern-central regions in June 2009. FSNAU also 
conducted trainings at the University of Nairobi (Msc. Nutrition students), for the Ministry of Health staff in 
Puntland on Nutrition surveillance and information systems. In addition, FAO, in collaboration with FSNAU, 
provided a Trials of Improved Practice training to stakeholders in Gedo and Hiranriverine livelihood zones.   
 
Details on nutrition survey findings, the National micronutrients malnutrition assessment and trainings conducted 
are provided in the FSNAU Nutrition Update for March-April 2009. 
 
INTEGRATED ANALYSIS 
 
The food security situation following the onset of the Gu rains is mixed.  The food security situation has 
deteriorated further in the drought-affected and rain deficit areas in the central regions (Mudug, Galgadud and 
Hiran) and in upper Nugal Valley and western Sool Plateau (Sool and Sanag), as a result of a prolonged and harsh 
Jilaal dry season, which was followed by late and poor localized Gu ‘09 rains.  In the worst-affected areas of 
Hiran and the central regions, livestock losses due to off-take are high and the nutrition situation is significantly 
above emergency levels (Very Critical).   There is also deterioration in the food security situation for pastoralists 
and agro-pastoralists in the northwest (except in Awdal and Golis/Guban), northeast (except Bari region) and 
along the coastal Deeh due to very poor and erratic Gu ’09 rains, which have resulted in abnormal livestock 
migration.   However, the food security situation continues to  improve in Bay, Bakool, Middle Juba, Lower Juba, 

                                                 
1 Based on Probability Proportional to Size (SMART) 
2 Oleg Bilukha and Curtis Blanton, 2008; http://www.ete-online.com/content/5/1/25  
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Middle Shabelle, Awdal, Bari and parts of Lower Shabelle, following the onset of normal Gu ’09 rainfall, which 
has improvedwater and pasture availability, livestock production, crop growth and agricultural labour 
opportunities.  
 
Central Regions (Mudug, Galgadud and Hiran) 
In the central regions, the food security and nutrition situation have continued to deteriorate since 2007 due to 
four consecutive seasons of rain failure, high cereal prices (local and imported) and general hyperinflation, high 
livestock off-take, market disruptions due mostly to ongoing civil insecurity, the presence of a large number of 
IDPs (from main towns of the central regions and Mogadishu) and sea piracy. Poor Gu ’09 rainfall, preceded by a 
long and harsh Jilaal dry season has led to further depletion of water and pasture resources, resulting in more 
livestock deaths and subsequently diminishing livelihood assets.  Water prices have increased significantly and 
are five times higher than normal, and water trucking has already resumed in some areas.  Destitute pastoral 
households have moved into the main towns or settlements seeking labour opportunities and community support. 
A nutrition survey is currently ongoing in the central regions and preliminary findings will be reported in June.  
 
Southern Regions 
The food security situation for rural populations in the south has improved, with all livelihoods in the Juba, 
Shabelle, Bay and Bakool regions and the districts of Bardera and El Wak in Gedo showing progress. The 
exception is the coastal Deeh livelihood zone and northern Gedo, which both are experiencing further 
deterioration due to a prolonged dry Jilaal,followed by a poor start of the Gu rains. In these areas, the poor 
performance of the Gu rains has increased livestock migration to areas that received average rainfall.  Food access 
for most livelihoods in the Shabelles,  Jubas, Bakool, Bay and southern Gedo has improved, due to increased 
labour opportunities, decreased cereal prices, increased livestock prices, improved milk production following the 
recovery of water and pasture, and increased cereal supply in the main markets (see Agriculture, Climate and 
Livestock sectors).   However, the terms of trade (TOT) between livestock and local cereals, although recently 
improved, are still lower than the five-year average (see Livestock sector).  
 
A major concern is the fresh fighting in Mogadishu, which has led to increased displacement to neighbouring 
regions, particularly to the Lower and Middle Shabelle regions. Although cereals are currently available in all 
markets, recent fighting in Mogadishu and the devaluation of Somali shilling (see Market section) are likely to 
affect the supply and prices of imported commodities.   
 
Northern Regions 
The food security situation has deteriorated further in the north’s rain deficit areas, especially in the upper Nugal 
Valley and western Sool Plateau (Sool and Sanag) due to a very poor onset of the Gu ‘09 rains and a prolonged, 
harsh Jilaalseason.  As a result, mass livestock migration from rain deficit areas to areas with localized rains 
occurred, which quickly depleted newly regenerated water and pasture resources.  Water trucking has resumed in 
the Sool Plateau and in the Hawd of Sanag, Sool and Nugal regions. Water prices in the Hawd and Sool Plateau 
rural livelihoods of Sool, Sanag and Nugal regions increased by 10-33% (50,000 to 80,000 Sosh/drum of water) 
between March and April ‘09 and are at all time highs. Although the terms of trade (TOT) between local goat and 
cereal (rice) show an increasing trend since April ’08, due to an increase in livestock prices and a decrease in 
cereal prices, the TOT are still 10%-25% lower than the April five-year average (’04-‘08) (see Livestock sector).    
 
In contrast, the food security situation is improving in areas where there has been a good start to the Gu rains, 
including livelihoods in Awdal and Bari, where moderate rains fell in April and during the first of week of May, 
which considerably improved both water and pasture conditions.   A micronutrient malnutrition survey is 
currently ongoing throughout the northwest and selected preliminary findings will be reported in the coming 
months.  
 
 
 
 
 
 




