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(A) Highlights

(a) In Sudan, between the 1st and 20th of February, WFP dispatched a total of 32,120 tons
of food from logistical hubs to the Darfur region.

(b) WFP’s Executive Board has approved a new food aid programme for Angola. The new
operation is scheduled to start in April 2006 and end in March 2009.

(c) In Pakistan, despite the grounding of UN flights, WFP has dispatched 14,025 tons and
reached a total caseload of 873,837 beneficiaries, 88 percent of total requirement for
February.

(d) In Chad, the General Food Distributions for the month of February has been completed
in all the camps except for Am Nabak, where distribution was temporarily suspended
due to security concerns.

(e) The refugee operation in western Tanzania may be affected by the ongoing drought in
eastern Africa.

(f) The Government of Burundi declared the five hunger-affected provinces of Kirundo,
Muyinga, Ruyigi, Cankuzo and Rutana as disaster zones.

(g) WFP advocacy and sensitisation campaigns in preparation of relief distributions have
just been completed in Lower Juba, Middle Juba, Bay and Bakol regions of Somalia.

(B) Middle East,Central Asia and Eastern Europe: (1) Afghanistan (2) Algeria (3) Pakistan

(1) Afghanistan

(a) During the reporting period, the security situation is remaining volatile with an IED
discovered 5 meters from the WFP office in Kabul and in front of the coalition
compound. ISAF intervened and operated a controlled detonation.

(b) WFP is calling for donors to urgently provide funds to its Afghanistan operation, which is
facing critical shortages in supplying food to 3.5 million vulnerable Afghans. A break in
food supplies looms in March and April, in the middle of the lean season, if donations
are not forthcoming. WFP immediately requires US$11 million to fund its current
operations until June 2006.

(c) WFP operations are already being cut back to cope with the shortage of food and
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money. The first pipeline break will occur in March, when WFP faces a shortage of
around 18,000 tons of wheat and 600 tons of beans. For the next six months, WFP
needs a total of 23,000 tons of commodities, which includes wheat, pulses, oil and salt,
to continue its operations.

(d) In addition, snowfall has not been plentiful, which may harbour a bad harvest in rainfed
and non-irrigated areas. This could set back agriculture after the good growing
conditions of last year.

(2) Algeria

(a) In response to the inundations caused by the heavy rains on the 9th -11th of February,
numerous international agencies provided a diverse and substantial amount of
assistance to the 60,000 affected refugees. Food, tents, medical supplies, water tanks
and other items were flown into Tindouf.

(b) WFP Algeria immediately approved an emergency operation under his delegated
authority, while 400,000 Euro was received from ECHO to fund a one-month food
basket for 60,000 refugees in the Awser, Smara, Laayoune and the 27th of February
Saharawi camps located near Tindouf, who had lost their food rations as a result of the
torrential rains and the subsequent flooding. WFP also made available 10 tons of High
Energy Biscuits (HEBs) for immediate distribution. Commodities could be borrowed
from the ECHO funded strategic stock at the Rabbouni warehouse. Distribution was
completed on the 19th of February.

(c) By the 21st of February the emergency phase was transitioning into one of recovery
and reconstruction. The arrival of the UNHCR Emergency Coordination Team from
Geneva ushered in a structured response programme for the areas of WATSAN, site
planning, the rehabilitation of affected schools and administrative buildings and the
distribution of NFI such as tents, jerricans and medical supplies.

(3) Pakistan

(a) Nationwide demonstrations against the publication of caricatures of the Prophet
Mohammad (PBUH) continued. The situation remained volatile during the reporting
period (15 - 21 February). On the 18th of February, the law enforcment agencies
launched an extensive crackdown on key leaders and activists of
Mutthida-Majlis-e-Amal (MMA), detaining several and putting the forerunners under
house arrest. MMA has called for a nationwide strike on the 24th of February.

(b) The nationwide demonstrations have hindered UN operations and movement in some
parts of the country and the security cell continues to issue security advisories to all
staff. More demonstrations are expected in the coming week owing to the planned visits
of the US and Afghan Presidents.

(c) During the reporting period, the weather improved in most of the affected areas. The
previously reported snowline has receded significantly, and no significant snowfall is
forecast at this moment. Several main roads are still blocked due to landslides caused
by the heavy rains and snow that was reported earlier. Despite the grounding of UN
flights, WFP has dispatched 14,025 tons and reached a total caseload of 873,837
beneficiaries, 88 percent of total requirement for February.

(d) During the reporting period, an estimated 897 tons of mixed food was delivered to
various Union Councils (UCs) of Bagh district. The security situation remained calm but
precautionary measures were undertaken. Distribution for the month of February 2006
has commenced with 44 tons of mixed food being distributed to 2,242 beneficiaries in
the tented villages. The Local Government has informed the UN and NGOs that the
people residing in these camps would be settled back in their native villages and the
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assistance would continue there. The main road and link roads from Bagh to various
UCs were opened.

(e) In Ghari Habibullah, 764 tons food was dispatched during reporting period. Food
distribution started to hospitals. Temporary delays were encountered in food dispatches
to Balakot and Satbani UCs. In February, the WFP Garhihabibullah total caseload in
tented camps was 44,068 tons. A meeting was held between WFP Garhihabibullah and
the Regional Relief Commissioner (RRC) to discuss the WFP caseload for camps in
March. It was agreed that RRC and WFP conduct a field visit together to verify
Mansehra, Balakot and Siran/Jabori Valley area camps. The findings of the
monitoring/verification team will be discussed with RRC within this week.

(f) 881 tons of mixed food commodities were distributed to 22,615 beneficiaries in
Battagram (Allai), Mansehra (Kala Dhaka), Shangla and Kohistan district. The hub
return strategy is being finalized with complete plan of action and matrix of
responsibilities. Discussions will continue with district and Pakmil authorities on the
detailed implementation of the strategy. Operations were hampered by security
restrictions and political unrest. Weather conditions have hampered food distribution.

(g) In Muzaffarabad, high level consultations took place with the AJK Government on the
upcoming Protracted Relief and Recovery Operation (PRRO). A series of meetings with
the local authorities were conducted in preparation of the PRRO Mission from
Islamabad. Prioritization of food deliveries has been focused on areas that were left out
during the January distributions. Air dispatches were disrupted on the 15th, 18th, and
19th of February due to weather conditions and road dispatches were affected on the
15th and 18th of February.

(h) UNHAS funding is due to run out at the end of February 2006, if it continues to operate
at its current rate. US$24 million is urgently needed to maintain the helicopter ‘lifeline’
operation, the largest relief helicopter operation in UN history, until the end of August to
assist thousands of victims of last year’s earthquake. Road access is expected to
remain limited for some time due to ongoing landslides. According to the International
Landslide Center/Landslide Observatory Open File Report, the snow melt could result
in further landslides in March and April, with a second round of landslides during the
July monsoon season. It could take several months to repair and open primary and
secondary roads.

(i) The deliveries from the hubs to extended delivery points from the 13th – 19th of
February 2006 amounted to 4,518 tons, out of which 747 tons were delivered by air.

(j) 20 UNHAS helicopters are currently operational and flying when the weather allows. In
addition, UNHAS is on a day-to-day basis tasking four US helicopters and two NATO
helicopters bringing the total air assets under UNHAS tasking to 26. Since the start of
the air operations UNHAS has airlifted 15,078 tons of food items, 3,814 tons Non-Food
Items (NFIs) and 25,794 passengers.

(C) East & Central Africa: (1) Burundi (2) Ethiopia (3) Rwanda (4) Somalia (5) Sudan (6)
Tanzania (7) Uganda

(1) Burundi

(a) Tensions between the National Liberation Forces (FNL) rebel movement and the
National Defense Forces (FDN) continued in Bubanza and Bujumbura Rural provinces.
One attack took place on a military position with some mortalities whilst pursuit
operations that followed caused temporary displacement of the surrounding civilians.
Moreover, armed banditry continues in the capital.

(b) The Government declared the five hunger-affected provinces (Kirundo, Muyinga,
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Ruyigi, Cankuzo and Rutana) as disaster zones to be assisted through the national
solidarity contributions. Each rural household was requested to pay 100 Burundi Franc
(approximately US$ 0.1); public enterprises shall contribute between US$100 and
US$500 and salaries of individual civil servants will be deducted by two percent. The
contribution will be collected from March to June inclusive.

(c) The ongoing movement of Rwandan asylum seekers adds to the precarious food
security in the northern provinces. Currently, the media has reported that their number
has risen to nearly 20,000 persons. WFP continues to monitor the situation and assist
those hosted in camps organised by UNHCR.

(d) WFP continued to distribute the Seeds Protection Rations (SPR) to poor farmers in the
country. A total 2,355 tons has been distributed to 81,140 households in various
provinces during the last two weeks. However, the SPR operation is constrained by a
poor pipeline situation. Distributions to some programmes, such as Food-For-Work
projects and School Feeding, have been temporarily suspended to secure food for the
SPR operation in the country. They will be resumed as soon as the pipeline situation
improves. Between the 13th and 19th of February, WFP distributed 1,773 tons of food
aid to 280,217 beneficiaries.

(e) Given the emergency situation caused by food shortages in the northern and eastern
provinces, deliveries of food commodities should be accelerated.

(2) Ethiopia

(a) The humanitarian situation in south-eastern parts of the country continues to be
serious, with increasing livestock deaths, serious shortage of water and high levels of
malnutrition. The monthly Humanitarian Coordination Meeting of Somali Region took
place on the 21st of February in the regional capital of Jijiga. The Regional Disaster
Prevention and Preparedness Bureau (DPPB) briefed the meeting on the current
situation, which is considered to be deteriorating as the dry “Jilaal” season is advancing
(January-March). Large-scale migration from Kenya and Somalia has been observed,
and large population movements from rural to urban areas are reportedly also taking
place. The agencies present in the meeting gave updates on their activities in the
sectors of human health, livestock, water and nutrition. While several projects are
addressing the drought situation, more interventions are needed especially in the
non-food sector.

(b) The Government’s Disaster Prevention and Preparedness Agency (DPPA) continues
the daily dispatches of food for some 1.5 million people in Somali region, and some
155,000 in Borena zone of Oromiya region. The transport capacity for deliveries of relief
food has been limited and in order to increase the dispatch rate, DPPA has engaged
their emergency transport fleet and the Road Transport Authorities are now
coordinating the commercial transport fleet for priority loads to the drought-affected
areas.

(c) For food dispatches to Somali region, DPPA has now taken additional measures in
order to ensure delivery of relief food to the intended beneficiaries. These measures
include regular radio broadcasts informing beneficiaries of food allocations and their
entitlements, deployment of DPPA monitoring teams to the worst drought-affected
areas, deployment of military convoys to follow trucks carrying relief food to particular
"hotspot" areas, and the establishment of committees at district level to control the
receipt of food. WFP is also increasing its monitoring capacity in the areas, through
hiring of new food aid monitors and field assistants.

(d) The population assessed as requiring relief food assistance is provided with a full food
basket, and Corn Soya Blend (CSB) used for blanket supplementary feeding for the
particularly vulnerable groups (35 percent of beneficiaries). WFP aims at covering
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around two-thirds of overall relief food requirements, the remaining being covered by
bilateral contributions to the government or through NGOs. The national relief food
pipeline shows that there is availability of all commodities for the first half of the year,
though for blended food the continuity of supply will depend on performance of local
production facilities for "famix" as well as ships arriving on schedule. Funding for
non-food items in the 2006 Humanitarian Appeal continues to be of concern.

(e) The Targeted Supplementary Feeding in support of the Enhanced Outreach Strategy
(TSF/EOS) continues. In Southern Nations, Nationalities and Peoples Region (SNNPR)
supplementary food is now moving to 105,000 beneficiaries: distributions are 75
percent completed and the total tonnage moved in the region will be 2,625 tons of CSB
and 294 tons of vegetable oil. In Oromiya, Tigray and Amhara regions, nutrition
screening is complete and 248,229 beneficiaries have been identified: a total tonnage
of 6,206 tons of CSB and 695 tons of vegetable oil is planned for distribution. Nutrition
screening is ongoing in Somali region for further distributions. Two new regions are
participating in the EOS/TSF for 2006: Afar Region, where screening is underway in
Zone 1, and Gambella Region where screening is planned for March. During 2006, the
main focus of TSF activities is to consolidate the work to date: delays are still being
experienced in food distribution and the quality of nutrition education is patchy and
attention will be focused to improve performance in these areas.

(3) Rwanda

(a) Pastures in the eastern agro-pastoral food economy zone are shrinking and water
levels of valley dams are dangerously low. This seriously affects the livestock. Season
2006B did not start well as the rains were late and erratic. Sorghum, the main crop of
the season, is sown from December to February but due to poor rains especially in
January (only 50 percent of average) part of the sorghum planted is already failing.

(b) Although the Rwandan Government started a General Food Distribution to the most
vulnerable households in the southern province, the migration of the population to
Burundi in search of food has not stopped. Food insecurity is likely to increase with the
onset of the lean period March – May.

(c) The number of Congolese refugees in Rwanda has not changed and remains at
40,711. Voluntary repatriation of eight Burundian refugees was carried out from
Kigeme, which now hosts 666 refugees while Nyamure remained stable at 1,904
refugees. The number of Burundian refugees currently stands at 2,570.

(d) Close to 700 tons of food was delivered to Kiziba, Gihembe and Nyabiheke camps
comprising 38,328 refugees. Distribution is underway in all the three camps and will be
finalized this week.

(e) A total of 109 returnees from DRC crossed the border to Rwanda. At Nkamira transit
centre, they received a three-month repatriation package consisting of mixed food
commodities before being transferred to their home communities.

(f) Nyagatare transit camp is hosting 85 asylum seekers whose status has not yet been
cleared. They received a one-week ration while waiting for final screening.

(4) Somalia

(a) Fierce fighting is reported in Mogadishu. WFP operations have been affected to a
degree, as staff and cargo movements have been put on hold until the fighting
subsides. The situation is being closely monitored in consultation with United Nations
Department of Safety & Security.

(b) Discussions are ongoing with Care International and the International Committee of the
Red Cross (ICRC) for an agreement of respective areas of responsibility in regard to
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emergency distributions of food throughout Somalia. It is hoped that the matter will be
concluded by the end of this week.

(c) About 700 tons of rice has just been distributed among 20,000 beneficiaries under the
selected feeding programme. Some 9,700 tons of food are being transported for
emergency relief distributions, to cover needs of about 550,000 beneficiaries in Lower
Juba, Middle Juba, Bay, Bakol and Gedo regions. Distributions of 5,000 tons of this
total, for 300,000 people, are expected to start between this and next week. The
remaining 450,000 drought-affected people in WFP's areas of responsibility will be
assisted as soon as additional commodities become available (7,500 tons loan and
local purchases).

(d) WFP advocacy and sensitisation campaigns in preparation of relief distributions have
just been completed in Lower Juba, Middle Juba, Bay and Bakol regions. The
discussions went well with active participation of elders, community members, local and
regional administration. The teams are planning to visit Gedo region shortly.

(e) Field Level Agreements (FLAs) have been signed with Norwegian Church Aid (NCA),
Somali NGO AFREC and Community Based Organization, Juba Shine as implementing
partners for WFP relief food distributions.

(5) Sudan

(a) West Darfur remained tense but calm during the reporting period (7-21 February), with
only one major incident occurring as armed elements were reported to have attacked
Kongo Haraza along the southwest corridor from El Geneina resulting in a number of
casualties and subsequent access restrictions. Reports of the build up of troops,
artillery and vehicles in the state continued. In the Jebel Marra region, an INGO convoy
was stopped by armed gunmen who took valuables from the passengers before
allowing the vehicles to continue.

(b) In South Darfur, heavy fighting in the vicinity of Shearia between armed government
and rebel groups was reported during the reporting period, leading to further
displacements in the locality. UNDSS subsequently recommended restricted movement
to Shearia and its surrounding villages, disrupting humanitarian activity in the area.
Banditry attacks targeting commercial vehicles were reported on two separate
occasions where goods and personal possessions were taken, a truck driver was fatally
wounded during one of the incidents.

(c) The situation remained relative quiet in North Darfur during the reporting period, with
one reported attack by armed militia on Tortura village, south of Kutum. Movement was
restricted to certain locations in the state between the 16th and 18th of February due to
a temporarily disruption in the notification process for groups party to the conflict.

(d) The presence of both Sudan Alliance Forces (SAF) and Sudan People's Liberation
Army (SPLA) troops in some locations of Unity state continues to keep tension levels
high. It was reported that two civilians were killed by SAF forces in Mayom and SPLA
forces were subsequently deployed to monitor the situation and growing unease.
Meanwhile, there were no further reports of the World Relief staff who were detained in
Kerial by the local community while administering measles vaccinations. The
community became hostile after 3 children reportedly died after they received the
vaccine.

(e) United Nations Mission in the Sudan (UNMIS) declared the roads between
Wau/Rumbek and Wau/Gogrial safe for UN movement during the reporting week.
These roads were closed to UN movement in December following the threat of
landmines in the area. The re-opening of these roads is expected to greatly increase
the efficiency of humanitarian operations in the region.
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(f) In Kapoeta, (Eastern Equatoria) a UNICEF/WHO team was detained for 5 hours by
local volunteers assisting in immunization campaigns over disagreements on payment
rates. The team was finally released after negotiations and the incident has been
reported to local authorities.

(g) The interagency mission planned to be undertaken by WFP, UNHCR, HAC/SRRC, IRC
and IRW in Blue Nile was cancelled for security reasons. The mission was planned to
identify humanitarian needs of the reported influx of returnees into Rosseiriss, Geissan,
and Kurmuk north.

(h) According to UNMIS, the number of petty crimes in Abyei town has reportedly
increased during the reporting week, allegedly attributed to the influx of returning IDPs
and the integration of soldiers. In addition, five more tukuls (huts) caught on fire in Abyei
town during this week bringing the total to 28 within the past fortnight. Tensions
remained high between the Miseria and the Dinka tribes as they exchanged
accusations and held each other responsible for these fires. In fear of further
escalations, local communities continued to build tukuls within the joint UN Compound
in Abyei.

(i) WFP cancelled a planned mission to Meiram, South Kordofan as the area was
announced a NO-GO area by UNDSS due to tribal conflicts experienced last week, who
are planning to undertake a security assessment to the area next week to assess the
situation.

(j) WFP is preparing to participate in a Crop Post Harvest Assessment Mission, led by
FAO, in some of the main producing regions in Sudan in the period 24 February–12
March 2006. The mission, undertaken in collaboration with the Government of Sudan,
will cover Gedaref, Sennar, Kosti, North Kordofan, North and South Darfur (Nyala and
El Fasher), as well as Dongola and Ed Damer. The objective of the assessment is to
check the degree of harvesting of the seasonal crop production. Insecurity in some
areas and exceptionally high labour costs in others are expected to have had a
negative effect on the harvesting of a significant portion of the crops.

(k) The Special Representative to the Secretary General (SRSG), Mr. Jan Pronk, visited
the state capitals of Unity and Upper Nile and met with government officials, local
authorities and humanitarian agencies in Bentiu and Malakal. The SRSG congratulated
WFP’s efforts to expand its operational reach in remote areas outside of Malakal town
while reiterating the importance of expanding all humanitarian services to these areas
where needs are acute.

(l) The SRRC Commissioner visited Akon and met with WFP during the reporting period.
WFP briefed him on operations in the region to which the Commissioner voiced his
concern for reported declining household food stocks and alarming increases of cereal
prices in the local markets. He appealed for WFP’s further support to recovery activities
in Northern Bahr El Ghazal and Warap states. During the reporting week, WFP
supported NCA’s teacher training and adult literacy courses through its
Food-for-Training (FFT) projects in Alek. Some 43 project proposals were also reviewed
for various Food-for-Asset/Work/Training/Education and institutional feeding activities.

(m) WFP and Cooperating Partner (CP), GTZ have begun preparation of the school
construction in Kapoeta North after the site was recently declared safe and mine-free.
Meanwhile, the site in Kapoeta town is awaiting mine-clearance confirmation from
UNMAS.

(n) There was a considerable decrease in the rate of reported meningitis cases in Kassala
during the reporting period with no deaths reported. A total of 46 cases have been
reported so far, of which the majority was in Wadelhilu, which will shortly be covered by
the Ministry of Health together with UNICEF through a vaccination campaign that will be
conducted simultaneously with the polio and vitamin A deficiency campaign. As a
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precautionary measure, local authorities closed entry points from Ethiopia to contain the
epidemic.

(o) A six-member delegation from the Italian Government visited Kadugli and Kauda, South
Kordofan during the reporting period. WFP briefed the delegation on the situation and
numbers of returnees as well as the humanitarian assistance provided to them by WFP.
The delegation indicated their interest in funding infrastructure projects in the state as
well as the possibility of supporting the agricultural sector.

(p) Between the 1st and 20th of February, WFP dispatched a total of 32,120 tons of mixed
food from logistical hubs to the Darfur region realising 64 percent of the dispatch plan
for February. Cereals continue to be dispatched to El Geneina via Abéché (Chad) with
1,742 tons dispatched so far against the month’s allocation of 4,400 tons. As yet there
have been no air deliveries to the Darfur region in 2006.

(q) During the reporting period, WFP’s 6x6 fleet transported a total of 2,642 tons in the
three Darfur states. Meanwhile, WFP continued with its precautionary relocation of fleet
vehicles from El Geneina due to the deteriorating security situation in West Darfur.

(r) WFP dispatched a total of 3,020 tons of food from Uganda and Kenya during the
reporting period. Some 1,548 tons was delivered by road from Koboko/Tororo into
South Sudan while WFP dispatched 1,265 tons of food from Lokichoggio to 15 locations
and an additional 207 tons by air to Paliau and Ayod.

(s) WFP logistics conducted road assessments in greater Bahr El Ghazal and Pochalla
County of Jonglei between the 4th and 14th of February. The aim of the mission was to
assess the road accessibility of locations in the region as well as feasibility of serving
these areas by road dispatches from El Obeid (Bahr El Ghazal) and Lokichoggio
(Jonglei). The mission also sought to identify possible sites for rubhalls to allow
prepositioning of food before the rainy season. Recommendations of the mission
included various Food for Work schemes to build Irish bridges across river crossings in
Bahr El Ghazal. New access points linking final distribution points across the states
were also identified and shared with contracted transporters on the ground. Five DAF
trucks have since been positioned in Wau, with plans to augment this fleet in the near
future, to dispatch food to locations across greater Bahr El Ghazal while strategic
rubhall sites were also identified and installations currently being implemented.
Rubhalls have been erected in Akeum, Alek, Akon, Wau, Nyamlel, Malualkon, Panthou,
Pochalla, Bor, Mabior and Ayod during the reporting period, representing a combined
storage capacity of some 5,500 tons. An additional two flospans were erected in Juba
as well.

(t) A separate mission to Upper Nile, namely Nasir, Maiwut, Pagak and Malakal, also
identified road access from Kosti and Malakal to locations in Upper Nile as well as
Jonglei which were traditionally served by air including the Shilluk Kingdom. A similar
mission will be conducted in Warap, northern counties of Jonglei (Ayod, North Bor,
Nyirol) and Western Equatoria (Tanbura, Yambio and Ezo), the latter security
permitting, in the coming month.

(u) WFP conducted a security assessment along the southwest corridor from Habilah in a
bid to reopen access to approximately 30,000 beneficiaries in Kongo Haraza, Masteri
and Arara who have already missed their January rations. Although the mission
recommended the reclassification of the route to allow for UN movement, due to
subsequent clashes in West Darfur access to the affected populations has once again
been restricted. Limited distributions were undertaken elsewhere in the state, during the
reporting period, as WFP distributed food for two months in a number of locations in
January.

(v) WFP and CPs took part in a workshop in anticipation of establishing food management
committees in North Darfur during the reporting period. Committees aim to involve
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members of local communities, especially women, in the distribution and management
of food aid. Similar groups already established in West Darfur have been particularly
effective in ensuring the continuity of food distributions with the current insecurity, and
will be an essential part of moving from relief to recovery interventions when conditions
allow.

(w) GAA submitted a proposal to establish FFE in four primary schools in Malha.

(x) Reports of displacement of populations within south Darfur continued during the
reporting period, particularly in the Shearia locality where violent clashes between
armed groups were reported.

(y) WFP dispatched 42 tons of mixed food to seven schools of 3,306 pupils during the
reporting period, marking the launch of FFE in South Darfur. In anticipation of
expanding the programme in the state, WFP, UNICEF and Samaritan’s Purse
undertook school readiness assessments at a further 10 schools.

(z) A joint WFP, OCHA and SRRC verification exercise in Majak camp of Wau town was
halted after it was found that some 88 individuals, reported to be new arrivals from
Western Equatoria, had already been issued ration cards on a previous occasion. The
mission recommended that registration and verification should be conducted by the
SRRC upon immediate arrival of displaced persons to avoid food token duplication.
Elsewhere in Acumcum, WFP carried out verification of some 13,360 returnees in
Nyinakok, Korcoc and Mabior Abiam villages of Jur River County.

(aa) WFP is currently heading an assessment team in Nyal following reports of growing
malnutrition in the area that is often prone to flooding during the rainy season, which
often results in poor harvests and high malnutrition rates among children and adults.
While admission rates to feeding centers in Bentiu and Rubkona remain stable,
increases in market prices of cereals, particularly sorghum, is raising concerns of food
shortages at a household level. WFP will continue to monitor the situation closely.
Distribution monitoring teams in Nyal, Leer and Old Fangak will also proceed to,
Kuerynyang, Atar, Nyadin, Keew and Motot/Pieri to monitor projects in those areas.

(ab) During the reporting period, OCHA and CARE enumerators registered 3,559 returnees
in Abiemnom in Alor County. WFP provided 91 tons of food was distributed to 2,500
returnees in Guit and Koac.

(ac) A WFP assessment mission, currently deployed in response to alarming reports from
the local authority of an influx of people in Kaldak, Wichmabor, Khorfulus, Canal and
Obeks, indicated the presence of some 22,482 returnees in the area. Detailed findings
will follow once the mission report is released in the coming week. Meanwhile WFP and
Cooperating Partner WVI are preparing to conduct verification and registration of
vulnerable populations along the upper Sobat corridor while a separate team will travel
to Nasir by land for the same purpose.

(ad) In Jonglei, Bor town continues to report active spontaneous returnees arriving by barge.
Returnees are mostly arriving from Juba as well as areas in Western and Eastern
Equatoria states. Meanwhile, IOM and UNHCR’s assisted return of Dinka Bors from
Juba was suspended following reports of an outbreak of diarrhoea in Lologo. So far,
some 720 returnees have been transported with the last group of 363 arriving in Bor on
the 13th of February. The group was issued with 4 tons of food in 15-day transit rations.

(ae) In Central Equatoria, SRRC reported additional new arrivals in Kuda and Sermon and
WFP is preparing to deploy a verification team. Some 3,349 returnees have so far been
registered in February.

(af) During the reporting period, WFP was briefed by OXFAM on the progress of their
proposed EU-funded food project in Rural Port Sudan and Tokar, Red Sea. The revised
project document will be forwarded to the EU during the coming week. Oxfam plans to
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distribute three-month food rations through the EU pipeline as of mid-April 2006 through
Food-for-Recovery activities, which target 62,000 beneficiaries in Tokar locality at 50
percent ration and 20,000 beneficiaries in Rural Port Sudan at 100 percent ration.

(ag) The returns taskforce meeting, including WFP, discussed means of gathering
information on spontaneous return movements in Blue Nile to enable all parties to
collectively identify priority areas and provision of required assistance to returnees in
the state. According to local authorities, there are about 4,000 Sudanese returnees who
arrived from Ethiopia into Geissan County recently. The main areas of return in Kurmuk
County were reportedly Kurmuk town, Jorat, Dejilog, Sle, Abego, Dambarda, Wadaka,
Durkum, Kokli, Karang Karang and Ora.

(ah) In addition, participants identified Derand, Salbil, Maganza, Wadaka, Korjidad, Bulam,
and Dindero as the main locations for IDP concentrations in Kurmuk county while
Menza, Kadalu, Manchalung 1&2, Jabel elnor, Eljazeera, Um darfa, Yapura, Alman and
Yabechar were identified as key return areas in southern Rossieris. During the meeting,
Government representatives gave priority to Kurmuk, southern Rosseiris and Geissan
in assessments.

(ai) WFP completed a one-day re-registration and verification exercise of returnees who
arrived in Abyei town in the period October 2005 to January 2006. In total, 7,373
returnees (1,611 households) of whom 50 percent were female were registered. Under
general food distribution, Save the Children-US distributed 85 tons of WFP food to
4,618 returnees in Rumamer, Mabok and Lau covering their requirements for the month
of February. Additionally, WFP distributed 64 tons of mixed food commodities to 3,484
returnees in Abyei town, which accounts for 46 percent of the total requirements for the
month of February.

(aj) In Kauda, WFP distributed one-month rations of 36 tons of food to 2,029 returnees in
Tulushi and Saada through General Food Distribution (GDF) during the reporting
period.

(ak) In North Kordofan WFP-supported Food-For-Asset (FFA) activities continued during the
reporting period. WFP delivered 132 tons of food commodities to CARE International for
distribution to participants against work completed at 4 of the 16 hafirs. Work at all
hafirs is planned to be completed by the end of March 2006. Additionally, the FFA
watermelon bug collection project is being finalized and is scheduled to be implemented
in the period April-August 2006.

(al) According to ADRA and IOM, 262 households of returnees totaling 1,079 individuals
were tracked during the reporting period. Returnees arrived in White Nile from Blue
Nile, Gadaref, Gezira, Kassala, White Nile, Khartoum and Red Sea en route to Upper
Nile, Bahr El Ghazal, Kordofan and Equatoria. During the reporting period, WFP and
ADRA distributed full rations of 3 tons of High Energy Biscuits to 175 households of
returnees totaling 625 individuals (52 percent female) on transit en route to Malakal,
Upper Nile and Juba, Bahr El Jebel on barge.

(am) Current stocks are expected to cover distribution requirements for Emergency
Operation (EMOP) 10503.0, valued at US$746 million, until April 2006 when breaks in
the pipeline are anticipated. The EMOP has so far received confirmed contributions
totalling US$30 million, 4 percent of the requirement. Contributions totalling US$318
million are immediately required to avoid severe pipeline breaks from April onwards and
to allow for pre-positioning in locations that will become inaccessible during the rainy
season. WFP’s ability to provide food for up to 6.1 million people in Sudan will be
severely affected without timely contributions early in the year.

(an) At the end of 2005, the Special Operation (SO 10181.3) faced a funding shortfall of
US$6 million. A further US$27 million is required in 2006. With monthly operating costs
of over US$2 million, donor support is vital to allow WFP-HAS to continue to provide
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services to the humanitarian community in Darfur and throughout Sudan.

(ao) Special Operation (SO) 10368.0, Phase III of WFP's emergency road repairs and mine
clearance project in South Sudan faces a funding shortfall of US$79.7 million. In the
absence of funding, the project is now missing the beginning of the dry season for
works under Phase III contracts.

(ap) WFP is also requesting for US$13 million to augment barge capacity in Sudan under
the Special Operation 10412.0. Contributions will be used to purchase two passenger
barges as well as two pushers and eight cargo barges.

(6) Tanzania

(a) The refugee operation in western Tanzania may be affected by the ongoing drought in
eastern Africa. In the neighbouring Burundi, WFP reports that the combination of poor
rains, crop diseases and extreme poverty has left 2.2 million Burundian in need of food
aid in 2006 according to the Crop and Food Assessment. The worst hit areas are in
northern Burundi, the country’s former food source for tens of thousands of returnees
from Tanzania. This may hinder the repatriation process from Tanzania and has caused
the accelerated return of Burundians to Tanzania.

(b) Since the 1st of February, an average of more than 220 Burundians a day has arrived
in Kibondo District. A total of 4,430 asylum seekers were received during the first three
weeks of February, bringing the total number of new arrivals to 5,500 since January
2006. The influx, which started at a smaller scale in late 2005, has led to tremendous
overcrowding of the way stations along the Burundian border. The drought and food
insecurity in Burundi are seemingly the major causes of their flight.

(c) A total of 2,424 DRC refugees and 696 Burundian refugees have voluntarily repatriated
to their country between the 1st – 20th of February.

(d) The WFP Protracted Recovery and Relief Operation (PRRO) is back on full rations and
provides refugees with 410g maize grain (or 350g maize meal), 120g pulses, 40g
Corn-Soya Blend (CSB), 20g oil and 10g salt. The full ration provides refugees with a
daily intake of 2,100 Kcal, which is 100 percent of the approved ration level. It is
expected that WFP Tanzania will continue distributing full rations until June 2006.

(e) General distribution covers 359,219 registered refugees. During the reporting period,
WFP distributed 1,675 tons of food through general distribution, supplementary and
therapeutic feeding in refugee camps in western Tanzania. Around 11,200 food
insecure and otherwise vulnerable Tanzanians in the host communities surrounding the
camps were also supported with WFP host community activities, including access to
camp-based health care facilities, School Feeding, home based care and
Food-For-Training.

(f) Since the last update on the 15th of February, a shortfall of 27,500 tons (US$ 16.4
million) exists up to the end of December 2006.

(7) Uganda

(a) Presidential and Parliamentary elections were held in Uganda on the 23rd of February
2006. This is the country’s first multi-party election in 25 years. Campaigns ended on
Tuesday, after weeks of political activity marked by several violent clashes between
security personnel and supporters of opposition candidate, Kizza Besigye. In the latest
incident, security forces fired tear gas and water cannon at Besigye’s supporters in
Kampala on Monday.

(b) WFP will attend an Information and Dialogue Meeting that will address Preparations for
a National Framework for Reconciliation in Uganda on the 27th of February in Kampala;
the meeting will bring together Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs), development
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partners and other peace stakeholders, in preparation for a national framework for
reconciliation in Uganda.

(c) A Le Monde newspaper journalist travelled to Anaka IDP camp in Gulu district with the
WFP food convoy on the 18th of February. The journalist observed the food distribution
and interviewed IDPs, including a 14-year old boy who was reintegrated with his family
after spending two years in Lord’s Resistance Army captivity. A Sky News TV crew took
footage of a WFP food aid convoy and food distribution in Awer and Amuru Internally
Displaced Person’s (IDP) camps on the 20th of February that was aired on Sky News
on Wednesday, the 22nd of February.

(d) WFP food distribution continues to reach 1.45 million displaced persons, 170,000
refugees and other vulnerable persons. During the reporting period, WFP distributed
3,342 tons of relief food assistance to 324,564 persons including IDPs sheltering in
camps in Gulu, Kitgum, Pader and Lira districts, refugees, children in nutrition centres
and other vulnerable persons.

(e) Access to land around the IDP camps generally increased over the last 18 months due
to a gradual reduction in violent LRA attacks. IDPs should be able to provide 40 percent
of their daily food needs starting January 2006, but will still require 60 percent from
external sources until at least the July 2006 harvest. Without this assistance,
malnutrition rates would rise significantly and the death rates of young children would
increase rapidly.

(D) West Africa: (1) Chad (2) Cote d'Ivoire (3) Liberia (4) Niger

(1) Chad

(a) During the reporting period (16-22 February), the overall situation in eastern Chad was
fairly calm, with no major incidents. However, the situation in the Guereda-Iriba area
remained volatile due to the repeated carjack incidents over the past few weeks, most
of which involved the staff of humanitarian organisations. Consequently, road travel
between Guereda and Am Nabak has been suspended, and a number of NGOs have
transferered their staff from the Guereda area to the Iriba area. Humanitarian workers
are regularly sensitised on the usual security measures.

(b) The WFP/UNHCR targeted caseload is estimated at 205,600 refugees registered in
twelve camps. This figure may change in view of ongoing arrivals of new refugees in
some camps. Registrations in the Gaga camp have been temporarily suspended due to
doubts over the origin of the new arrivals since the beginning of the year. UNHCR and
WFP intend to conduct a monitoring visit to border areas to assess the situation.

(c) Preparations are underway to begin the relocation of refugees settled in the Am Nabak
camp due the prevailing insecurity in the area. It has been decided to transfer 15,000
refugees to the camps of Kounoungou, Touloum, Iridimi and possibly Oure Cassoni,
pending the opening of a new camp in the Mimi Canton near Biltine. WFP is awaiting a
final response from UNHCR as to when the new camp will be operational, as this will
affect WFP’s planning of the pre-positioning of food before the start of the rainy season.

(d) The General Food Distributions for the month of February has been completed in all the
camps except for Am Nabak, where distribution was temporarily suspended due to
security concerns. The camp is expected to be covered by the 24th of February.

(e) A number of problems faced by the refugees have been raised during recent
coordination meetings, including the difficulty of obtaining firewood for cooking, lack of
soap and shelter. Cooperating Partners (CPs) responsible for firewood provision to the
refugees have not yet started the distributions.

(f) Preparations are underway to initiate new Food-for-Work (FFW) schemes planned for
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2006, in cooperation with various CPs. Planning and finalisation of project proposals
are expected to be completed by next week.

(g) Visits to WFP-assisted school canteens in eastern Chad are ongoing and expect to be
completed by the end of the month. The purpose of these visits is to assess the
progress of the canteens, sensitise cooks on food preparation methods, view the
management of food stocks and monitoring procedures by school committees, and
organise the next food deliveries for March 2006.

(h) WFP-Goz Beida held a meeting with various school directors and food inspectors to
discuss the development of the School Feeding activities.

(i) A total of 558 tons of wheat arrived in Abéché via the Libyan corridor and were
offloaded in the warehouses. WFP is currently dispatching 250 tons of cereals per day
to El Geneina for the Sudan operation.

(j) WFP dispatched an estimated 1,300 tons of mixed commodities from Douala, after
facing delays. The consignment is expected to arrive in N’Djamena on the 24th of
February.

(k) In an effort to pre-position enough food stocks before the rainy season, WFP is
increasing its warehouse capacity in a number of Extended Delivery Points. The
construction of platforms for the installation of Wiikhalls (rubber warehouses) started in
the Kounoungou and Mille camps on the 16th of February and should be completed this
week. Works are ongoing in the other EDPs.

(l) During the reporting period, WFP Humanitarian Air Service (UN-HAS) transported a
total of 210 passengers on the N’Djamena Abéché routing and 159 passengers on the
Abéché-eastern strips routing. A total of 1,606 kg of light cargo and relief supplies were
also transported.

(m) The WFP Humanitarian Air Service (SO 10338.1) continues to face severe
under-funding, with only US$ 1,044,634 so far confirmed against a total US $7.2 million
requirement. While WFP has borrowed about US$ 1.9 million from its own emergency
account (IRA) to run the operation until March 2006, the absence of new confirmed
contributions will force WFP to suspend the air service beyond that date.

(n) In view of the upcoming rainy season, WFP needs to ensure that sufficient food is
pre-positioned at the Extended Delivery Points by May-June latest. To achieve this, it is
urgent that contributions are confirmed very soon given the long lead time of food
delivery to Chad. This would avert interruptions in the food distributions, which would
have a dramatic negative impact on the welfare of both refugee and host populations.

(2) Cote d'Ivoire

(a) The general security situation in Cote d’Ivoire remained calm during the reporting period
(16-22 February). However, there is growing concern for the rising crime rate in Abidjan
and ethnic tension in the West.

(b) Humanitarian partners were recommended to be vigilant when providing emergency
assistance in Guiglo and neighbouring areas.

(c) An epidemic of cholera was reported in the health district of Zouhan Hounien. UNICEF
reported that three persons died of the disease and 230 cases were being treated with
the support of MSF Holland, ICRC and IRC. Assessments have shown that the infection
is of hydrous origin. Preventive measures were taken by humanitarian agencies to
chlorinate water and rehabilitate hydraulic pumps.

(d) On a three day (14-17 February) visit to Cote d’Ivoire, the United Nations Emergency
Relief Coordinator Jan Egeland met with the Prime Minister Charles Konan Banny, the
Ministry for Foreign Affaires, donors and the members of the Inter-agency Humanitarian

Emergency Report 2006-8

13



Coordination Committee. He also held a meeting with the General Secretary of Forces
Nouvelles Guillaume Soro and he attended the 4th IWG meeting at UNOCI
Headquaters on 20 February 2006. He called on the Ivorian government to prosecute
the perpetrators of the January riots, who are responsible for criminal acts against
civilians and humanitarian agencies. He also told authorities to respect international
obligations and called for the return of civil servants, who left the region after the war
leaving hospitals, schools and basic matters in the hands of volunteers and NGOs.

(e) School examinations that were delayed for the past two years in the Forces Nouvelles
zones are scheduled to be held from the 28th of February to the 29th of March 2006.
WFP be involved in the examinations’ organization in the Forces Nouvelles zones.

(f) During the reporting period, 544 metric tons of various food commodities were
distributed to over 67,852 people.

(g) A one-week food ration was delivered to 87 displaced persons who have fled
Bessereke and Niplou attacks and were sheltered in the Catholic Mission. To support
the UNCHR voluntary repatriation programme, a one-day food ration has also been
provided to 200 refugees in the transit center.

(h) WFP and FAO conducted joint preliminary assessment mission in the zones of Zou,
Guehiebly and South Logoulé to assess needs for the 2006/2007 agriculture
programme. A total of 12 identified zones will be visited by the 1st of March 2006. Food
for social workers family rations have been provided to 270 volunteer teachers who
receive no salary and two medical workers of the regional hospital in Seguela
supported by UNICEF.

(i) WFP and Cooperating Partners (CPs) met in Yamoussoukro to explain the new
strategy regarding partnership for the 2006 programme to be implemented by March
2006, in particular the reduction of 80 CPs to about 20 all over the country.

(j) As of the 22nd of February 2006, the regional Protracted Relief and Recovery
Operation (PRRO), including Cote d’Ivoire, Burkina Faso, Ghana and Mali, has
received a total of 35.3 million US dollars against the operational needs of 50.1 million
US dollars (29 percent shortfall against operational requirements).

(3) Liberia

(a) Although criminal activities throughout the country continued to pose some threat to
staff safety and security, WFP operations continued normally during the reporting
period (12-19 February).

(b) Reported cases of Avian Influenza in Nigeria, in the sub-region, and Lassa fever in
Bomi and Gbapolu counties are raising health hazard alarms, drawing the attention of
the Government of Liberia and the UN.

(c) Demonstrations of ex-combatants demanding payment of benefits and allowances led
to temporal restrictions of movement of staff and traffic in some parts of Monrovia.

(d) An UNMIL mechanized infantry detachment was redeployed to reinforce the UN
mission in Cote d’Ivoire. In addition, UNMIL stepped up patrols along the border towns
between Liberia and Cote d’Ivoire where heavy concentration of ex-combatants has
been reported. UNMIL declared the border areas safe and socio-economic activities
have continued normally.

(e) WFP and its Cooperating Partners (CPs) delivered a total of 1,169 tons of assorted
food commodities to 218,527 beneficiaries. Up to 58 percent of these commodities were
distributed under the School Feeding programme while 26 percent was for the
resettlement programme.

(f) During the reporting period, a total of 98 tons was distributed to an estimated 10,283
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beneficiaries in Conneh IDP camp in the continuation of the February food distribution
cycle.

(g) During the reporting period, a total of 1,808 facilitated and 292 spontaneous returnees
from Guinea, Nigeria and Sierra Leone arrived in Liberia and resettled in Cape Mount,
Lofa, Maryland and Montserrado. WFP distributed 70 tons of assorted food
commodities as first tranche of the resettlement package. In Sinje, 246 Liberian
refugees returned from Sierra Leone.

(h) Distribution of the second tranche of the food ration to returnees and IDPs continued in
Montserrado, Bong, Bomi, Capemount, Gbarpolu, Grand Gedeh and Lofa Counties.

(i) During the reporting period, an estimated 6,201 beneficiaries received 207 tons of
assorted food items. Rains worsened the road conditions in Nimba County which has
hindered the delivery of the second tranche to over 1,300 returnees in Butuo areas.

(j) Under the accelerated IDP return exercise, a total of 680 IDPs from Montserrado
County were resettled in Bomi, Capemount, and Gbarpolu Counties by the International
Organization for Migration (IOM) and WFP. These IDPs are expected to receive some
23 tons of assorted relief food commodities as the first tranche of their resettlement
food ration.

(k) On the 17th of February 2006, a total of 53,535 returnees were repatriated by UNHCR
and 299,486 IDPs were de-registered since the beginning of the exercise in November
2004. All these have received their four-month resettlement food package in full.

(l) WFP dispatched 684 tons of assorted food commodities for 194,921 school children
benefiting from the Emergency School Feeding (ESF) programme.

(m) Assessment of schools continued in Nimba, Gbarpolu and Grand Bassa counties in
order to verify beneficiary caseloads as well as the day-to-day implementation of the
School Feeding activities.

(n) Assessment of new Food-for-Work (FFW) and Food-for-Training (FFT) projects
continued during the reporting period. In Harper, proposals received from various
community groups have been under review. Food distribution for Food Support for
Local Initiatives (FSLI) activities are expected to start in Maryland County soon.

(o) WFP Phebe and CPs made joint assessments and field visits to community agricultural
activities in Panta and Suakoko districts. The team made recommendations for food
items and Non-Food Items (NFI) support. WFP expects that distribution of food to FSLI
activities will be stepped up in the coming weeks.

(p) During the reporting period, Ministry of Health in collaboration with WFP, UNICEF and
Africare started the second phase of nutrition surveillance training in five counties. Data
from surveillance system is expected to start flowing by March 2006 from the 15
facilities whose personnel were trained in the first phase of the training.

(q) WFP continues with the planning for the nationwide Comprehensive Food Security and
Nutrition Survey. Training of the survey personnel begins on the 27th of Feb to 6th of
March followed by data collection for about 4-5 weeks starting from the 8th of March
2006. WFP distributed a total of 88 tons of various assorted food commodities to
several institutions under the Nutrition Intervention Programme in the Country.

(r) Food basket monitoring was carried out during the General Food Distribution in Conneh
Camp, Montserrado County. Food quantities received by the beneficiaries during the
distribution were compared against the recommended WFP food rations. The
Cooperating Partner was advised on ways of minimizing discrepancies.

(s) During the reporting period, WFP Liberia received a loan of an estimated 2,012 tons of
Bulgur Wheat from WFP Sierra Leone to avoid a cereals pipeline break.

(t) The WFP Liberia operation has a total food shortfall of 6,096 tons valued at US$ 4.7
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million over the next six months, February to July 2006.

(u) A total of 964 tons of assorted food commodities was dispatched from WFP
warehouses in Monrovia to various sub-offices in continuation of February 2006
distribution activities.

(v) The WFP logistics operations at port is experiencing delays in transferring containers
from the National Port Authority (NPA) yard to the WFP container yard for destuffing.
The delays are attributed to the breakdown of all NPA container Top-lifters. As a result,
there are over 238 containers with some 4,677 tons of food held up in the NPA
container yard.

(w) Due to reported poor feeder road conditions in Nimba County, a joint road assessment
mission comprising of representatives from LRRRC, UNHCR and WFP was undertaken
during the reporting period. The assessment was initiated after the road conditions
hindered WFP from delivering food commodities and other relief assistance to some
returnees in the area.

(x) FAO and WFP organized a food security cluster meeting with all the stakeholders. In
the meeting, it was agreed that a new food security cluster would be set-up under the
leadership of the Minister of Agriculture.

(4) Niger

(a) The Emergency Operation (EMOP) 10398.0 will end in March 2006 and activities will
continue under Protracted Relief and Recovery Operation (PRRO) 10509.0. The PRRO
will begin in April 2006 and will target malnourished children and their families with
nutritional activities as well as food insecure households with Food-for-Work (FFW) and
Food-for-Training (FFT) activities. Villages in remote areas not adequately served by
markets will benefit from cereal bank activities. Finally, the operation includes a
contingency stock to be used for targeted general distributions to the most vulnerable
populations.

(b) This PRRO is mainly focused on recovery elements designed to help populations
affected by the 2005 food crisis to rebuild their livelihoods and improve the nutritional
state of children. Relief activities are limited to the targeted general distributions.

(c) Current EMOP activities are focusing on nutrition and rural development activities.
Ongoing nutritional activities are: Treatment ration for malnourished pregnant and
lactating women, Treatment ration for malnourished children under five years,
Protection ration- A supplementary ration of Corn Soya Blend (CSB), sugar and oil
given to families of malnourished children, and Family ration- A supplementary ration of
cereals, pulses and salt for the families of malnourished children. FFW activities
ongoing are focusing on the recuperation of unproductive land. 350,000 beneficiaries
per month are currently being reached through these activities with 1,800 tons of food.

(d) The outlook for 2006 for Niger is of high concern with 3.2 million Nigeriens severely or
moderately food insecure and levels of malnutrition of 15.3 percent well over the
WHO-defined emergency level of 10 percent Niger has not recovered from the 2005
crisis. In many areas of the country, food stocks are already exhausted and the lean
season has begun.

(e) WFP’s sub-offices have recently conducted missions to Keita and Dakoro. In Keita, the
food security situation is worrying due to an early end to the rains, with Gadamata and
Carhanga being two of the most affected zones. In Dakoro, the food security situation,
while better than 2005, is also worrying due to uneven rains. Food stocks will last until
May at the latest.

(f) Nutritional partners in Tahoua have reported that the rates of new admissions have
stabilized. However, in northern Dakoro, a slight increase in admission in certain zones
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has been noted.

(g) Niger EMOP 10398.0 is 66 percent funded and current shortfall is of 20 million US
dollars, which includes 10 million US dollars in IRA funds that were advanced to the
EMOP.

(h) PRRO 10509.0 will reach 2.9 million beneficiaries with 47,000 tons of food at an
estimated total cost of 36.6 million US dollars. The 2006 requirements for PRRO
10509.0 have been included in the 2006 West Africa CAP and are also fully integrated
into Niger’s National Food Security Mechanism’s 2006 Plan of Action. Given the urgent
nutritional requirements and the need to address food insecurity before the onset of the
lean season, the majority of the PRRO distributions are planned for the first four months
of the PRRO (April-July 2006). Therefore, contributions should be confirmed
immediately, especially in view of lack of carryover stocks, as pipeline breaks will begin
in March. Immediate contributions are needed for WFP's new PRRO 10509.0

(E) Southern Africa: (1) Lesotho (2) Malawi (3) Mozambique (4) Swaziland (5) Zambia (6)
Zimbabwe

(1) Lesotho

(a) During the reporting period (16 to 22 February), WFP and Cooperating Partners (CPs)
provided food to just over 54,000 beneficiaries. Recipients were participants in
HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis, mother and childcare, orphans and other vulnerable children
programmes, as well as Food-for-Work (FFW) and Food-for-Assets (FFA) projects. As
of the 14th of February, WFP has met 48 percent of February’s planned distribution
figure. While distributions are continuing across the country, wet weather conditions are
making a number of roads impassable, and have created various logistic bottlenecks.

(b) Heavy rainfall has destroyed homes and infrastructure in parts of the northern lowlands,
most notably, Leribe District. Reports indicate that 12 families were left homeless and a
bridge washed away. District authorities have requested assistance from the central
government and UN agencies.

(2) Malawi

(a) While the Ministry of Agriculture and Food Security will soon release preliminary crop
production estimates, an initial rapid assessment undertaken by FEWS-NET in January
anticipated a good yield provided favourable weather conditions prevailed. However,
since the end of January crops in isolated areas in the northern, central and southern
regions have been threatened by dry periods. The reduced rainfall is of growing
concern as this is a critical time for crop development, particularly maize, which is in the
tasseling/cobbing stage.

(b) The food situation throughout the country remains critical. Market prices continue to
escalate and ADMARC supplies of maize are irregular and in short supply. Where
available, people have been queuing at ADMARC depots for over two days and have
been receiving rations of five kilos per person as opposed to the normal 25 kilos.
Informal cross border trade reports also indicate that maize supplies are decreasing
along the border, and prices are rising in neighbouring Mozambique and Tanzania.

(c) January figures from Nutrition Rehabilitation Units (NRUs) have shown an increase in
admissions of malnourished children. Comparing December 2005 to January 2006,
admissions increased by 60 percent nationwide. Since the beginning of February the
number of cholera cases in southern Malawi has dramatically escalated. According to
the Secretary of Health, 24 people have died and over 2,000 have been infected by the
water-borne disease.
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(3) Mozambique

(a) According to reports from the US Geological Survey (USGS), at 12:19 22 February, a
magnitude-7.4 earthquake struck southern Mozambique 215 kilometres southwest of
the coastal city of Beira. Mozambican state radio said the quake was centered near
Espungabera, a small farming town in a remote and sparsely populated area near the
border with Zimbabwe. The quake was felt in the neighboring countries of Botswana,
Swaziland, Zambia, Zimbabwe and as far south as Durban, South Africa, 990
kilometres away. At least five aftershocks were immediately recorded. According to
USGS reports, two people were killed, 13 people injured, buildings were damaged in
Beira and Chimoyo, and power outages occurred in Maputo. Subsequent to the initial
temblor on the 22nd of February, four additional earthquakes were registered on the
23rd of February ranging in magnitude from 4.2 to 5.8. The earthquakes occurred near
the southern end of the East African rift system, a seismically active zone. Since 1900,
the largest quake measured on the rift system had a magnitude-7.6, according to the
USGS.

(b) An analysis of rainfall performance from the SADC Regional Food Security Programme
has revealed that most parts of the country received sufficient rain by the end of
January 2006, with the exception of the north of the country which received erratic
rainfall.

(4) Swaziland

(a) Field reports indicate that maize planted in the Lowveld may have been affected by high
temperatures in January. The crop is currently at the tasseling stage. The delayed
onset of the rainy season and subsequent dry conditions are raising concerns over
harvest projections.

(b) The Government has expressed concern over the increasing spread of the invasive
Triffid weed in the countryside. WFP is liaising with the Ministry of Agriculture to
undertake Food-for-Work (FFW) activities to assist in suppressing the weed, which is
smothering and replacing indigenous vegetation, including forestry and livestock
pastures.

(5) Zambia

(a) In February, WFP will provide 15,000 tons of food to 1.1 million Zambians and 72,000
refugees.

(b) Wet conditions continue in the southern areas of the country. Flash floods were
reported in Kalomo and Maamba (Sinazongwe District) where roads and bridges were
damaged. Heavy rainfall may reduce crop yields where soils are susceptible to water
logging and are under poor farm management. The districts of Kazungula, Livingstone
and Kalomo are the worst affected. Generally, maize is in the advanced flowering and
grain filling stages in most areas and performing well.

(c) According to the recent Joint Crop Monitoring Assessment undertaken between the
29th of January 2006 and the 5th of February 2006 by WFP, FAO, FEWSNET and the
Ministry of Agriculture and Cooperatives, crop stands in the drought affected regions of
the country range from fair to good. Prospects for the 2006/07 marketing season are
optimistic.

(d) While the food situation for refugees living in Zambia has been relieved with recent
contributions received in early February, additional contributions are needed to ensure
refugees do not face further ration cuts later in the year. WFP's shortfall for the year
now stands at USD4.6 million.
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(6) Zimbabwe

(a) According to WFP field monitors, neither maize grain nor maize meal was available for
sale in three sites surveyed in Matabeleland North, eight sites in Mashonaland West
and Central provinces, and in Masvingo town. In Bulawayo, Zimbabwe’s second largest
city, maize grain prices spiked 85 percent in the last two weeks to more than Z$68,000
per kg, the highest recorded urban price in the country, as compared to the lowest
recorded price ZW$14,286 in Mutare. (The current UN exchange rate is Z$106.145 to
the US dollar.) Consumers in Bulawayo reportedly queued for several days to purchase
maize grain, while maize meal has not been available in the city for several weeks. The
Government has reportedly tightened security along Zimbabwe’s border with
Mozambique following reports that maize shortages in Mutare markets may be linked to
cross-border leakage, taking into account substantially higher prices in Mozambique.

(b) In Mashonaland West and Central provinces, despite a lack of maize meal and maize
grain in the markets, food availability has reportedly improved as people are consuming
green maize, pumpkins, watermelons and vegetables from their fields and household
gardens. However, food availability remains a challenge in those vulnerable households
which are not benefiting from WFP’s Vulnerable Group Feeding (VGF) programme as
Government-supplied Grain Marketing Board (GMB) commodities remain erratic.

(c) Throughout the country, food distributions to more than 3.4 million beneficiaries under
the VGF programme have been negatively impacted as the availability of fuel continues
to worsen. Despite these setbacks, WFP has been able to distribute more than 16,000
tons of food for VGF and targeted activities in February to date. Meanwhile, rain, silo
and transport capacity, continue to hamper deliveries of food from South Africa to
Zimbabwe. Consequently, WFP does not currently have sufficient stocks to complete
the February distribution cycle and/or begin pre-positioning food for March distributions.

(d) In February, WFP arranged five observational site visits for the donor community to
VGF food distributions in Chegutu and Tsholotsho districts. The site visits are part of
WFP’s regular programme to demonstrate transparency and accountability to donors of
international food aid distributed through WFP.

(F) Asia: (1) Korea (DPR)

(1) Korea (DPR)

(a) On 23 February, WFP's governing Executive Board approved a two-year Protracted
Relief and Recovery Operation (PRRO) to build on the agency’s ten-year record of
humanitarian assistance to the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea by tackling
nutritional deficiencies and chronic hunger.

(b) Valued at US$102 million and requiring 150,000 tons of commodities for 1.9 million
North Koreans, the PRRO aims to provide vitamin-and-mineral enriched foods
produced in-country to young children and women of child-bearing age, and cereal
rations to underemployed communities to build and rehabilitate agricultural and other
community assets.

(c) WFP ended ten years of emergency assistance to the DPRK on 31 December 2005
after the government, citing better harvests and domestic concerns about the
emergence of a dependency culture and the “intrusiveness” of the agency’s monitoring,
declared it would in the future accept only assistance that addressed medium- and
long-term needs.

(d) Approval by the Executive Board is just the first step in the process of resuming food
aid to DPRK. WFP and the government must now agree upon the details of
implementation – including how many staff, their access to beneficiaries, and ability to
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monitor assistance – to be formalized in a letter of understanding. Before food
distribution can restart, additional commitments from donor countries will also be
needed.

(e) Past WFP operations mobilised more than four million tons of commodities valued at
US$1.7 billion, supported up to one-third of the population of 23 million, and contributed
to a significant reduction in malnutrition rates. While largely designed to meet urgent
needs, they progressively sought to promote medium- and long-term food security.

(G) Latin America and Caribbean: (1) Bolivia (2) Cuba (3) Ecuador (4) Haiti

(1) Bolivia

(a) The number of flood affected families is over 22,000. The camps continue to have
problems with management issues. Rains have lessened, but the rainy season has not
finished yet and heavy rains could still fall over the affected areas. It is estimated that
96,300 hectares of cultivated lands were lost in Santa Cruz. Losses are estimated at
US$ 15 million.

(b) WFP continues to deliver food aid. So far, over 6,000 families in the departments of La
Paz, Santa Cruz and Beni have received 155 tons of food. WFP is leading the
interagency food thematic group to update the information regarding food needs and
assistance for affected families.

(c) International aid continues to arrive in the country, mainly clothes, medicines and other
supplies for the camps. The government of Brazil has announced the contribution of 14
tons of food, which will be received and distributed by WFP in camps and shelters of
Santa Cruz. This food will be airlifted from Brazil and received by WFP at the airport in
Santa Cruz city on 24th of February.

(d) Second distribution of food aid continues in Santa Cruz: Some 51 tons are being
delivered to 2,000 families sheltered in camps and other evacuation areas. This week,
WFP representative together with the Viceminister of agriculture supervised food
distribution in the municipality of San Julián. While Emergency Operation (EMOP)
commodities are procured, distributions will continue with Country Programme (CP)
-borrowed resources.

(2) Cuba

(a) Rainfall reports continue registering lower levels than average in the eastern provinces
including Camagüey province.

(b) Emergency Operation (EMOP) 10423.0 currently assists 773,000 people.

(c) 184.377 tons of vegetable oil arrived past in early February for distribution to 340,000
children under five years of age.

(3) Ecuador

(a) During the past weeks heavy rain and floods have been reported in the coastal
provinces of Los Ríos, Esmeraldas, Guayas and Manabí. Houses, basic infrastructure,
and crops have been severely affected. The Ecuadorian coast is almost under water,
roads are flooded, and electricity and telephone services are out of service. Rivers in
affected provinces are overflowing, and thousands of hectares of crops are under
water; urban areas have been also affected.

(b) On February 17, Ecuadorian Government declared the coastal provinces of Guayas
and Los Ríos to be under a state of emergency. According to the weather forecast,
heavy rains will continue in the coast during March and April.
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(c) On February 20, protesters in the Amazon provinces of Sucumbios and Napo shut
down a pipeline station in Sucumbios; oil pumping has been affected in this station.
Protesters demand Government’s action regarding basic infrastructure for both
provinces. Access to the Amazon provinces is blocked and main roads are closed.

(d) A UN Technical Mission arrived to Quito on February 13, in order to assess and
analyze glysophate fumigations to coca plantations in the Northern Border. The
assessment mission will collect data from scientific and technical reports from NGO’s
working in the area. The assessment mission will last four weeks.

(e) On February 15, Ramiro Silva del Pozo, Ecuador’s Ambassador to Colombia will
reassume his activities in Bogotá.

(f) On February 18, Ecuadorian troops confronted a FARC’s group in Santa Rosa,
Sucumbios province in Ecuadorian territory. During this operation, seven people were
detained, and a guerrilla camp was destroyed.

(g) Oswaldo Jarrín, Ministry of Defense stated that Ecuador will not allow any illegal
incursions; incursions will be considered a threat to Ecuadorian sovereignty and actions
will be taken to protect the country.

(h) According to the National Geophysical Institute, on 18 February, a moderate intensity
quake of 5.1 in the Ritcher scale was registered 462.42 south km from Quito in the
province of Loja.

(i) According to the National Geophysical Institute, Tungurahua volcanic activity continues
to be moderate; however more than 20 strong explosions have been registered since
February 13, with moderate emissions of ashes, steam and gas. Loud roars coming
from the volcano and incandescent rocks were also registered. Several communities
have been affected with ash fall. According to the National Geophysical Institute,
Reventador volcanic activity registered during the past weeks continues to be low, with
small emissions of steam, gas, and ashes. Due to bad weather conditions, monitoring
of the volcano has been difficult.

(j) Distribution of food rations to UNHCR’s Local Executing Agencies is estimated to start
on the last week of February

(k) The second phase of monitoring and evaluation of the operation is under process, focus
groups will start on February 20 in Lago Agrio, February 21 in Quito, and the second
week of March activities will take place in Ibarra. Monitoring and evaluation report will
be presented at the end of March.

(l) On February 22, another UNETE assessment mission will visit affected areas in
Guayas and Los Ríos provinces and will meet with Emergency Operations Committees
in each province in order to assess their response capacity and preparedness to face
emergencies. A needs assessment will also be carried out.

(m) In April there will be a pipeline break and vulnerable refugee population in Ecuador will
not receive any further food assistance. There is a shortfall of significant funds US$
756,506 in order to continue with the operation.

(4) Haiti

(a) The security environment continues to be relatively stable in regards to the criminality
with a decreased number of kidnappings during the reporting period. Nevertheless the
political situation and general security was highly tensed and volatile due to the
electoral process, with presidential and parliamentary elections day on the 7th of
February.

(b) Following the elections day and awaiting the official results, numerous demonstrations,
barricades and occupied buildings were reported, especially between 13 – 16 February.
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These events, although peaceful, paralyzed the entire city of Port-au-Prince, as well as
major Haitian cities and main roads. During this period, WFP operations remained on
stand-by and WFP offices were operationally closed for security reasons from 13 - 15
February. On February 17th, WFP was again able to carry out all its normal
administrative, monitoring and logistic activities.

(c) In Cap Haitien where the WFP sub office is located, a rise in criminal activity was
registered during the reporting period threatening WFP warehouse. On February 16, 17
and 18, more than 50 people tried to force access to the warehouse launching stones
and bottles to steal food and non-food items. A prompt reaction of HNP and MINUSTAH
prevented the people from entering the warehouse. No losses of food or non-food items
were reported.

(d) Kidnappings continue to be a high risk factor and although UN agencies and
international staff have not been directly targeted, the potential threat continues to exist.

(e) In Port-au-Prince, a decreased number of incidents targeting MINUSTAH/HNP during
the reporting period were observed. However some criminal activities and incidents
were reported in Martissant as well as in Cité Soleil, where gangs continue fighting to
get control of the area.

(f) Following the official result of the elections on February 17, several peaceful marches
took place in order to support René Préval victory, especially around Cité Soleil, but no
major incidents were reported.

(g) During the reporting period, a total of 70 tons of food were delivered to health centers
and schools (PRRO and CP) in the West, North and North-East departments and in
Port-au-Prince. The major part of this tonnage was handled by the sub-office in Cap
Haitian, which used private truckers for these operations.

(h) The day to day access to the warehouses and the port/terminals and industrial area in
Port au Prince was suspended for UN-staff during from the 6th of February till the 17th,
as all MINUSTAH-resources were deployed in the context of the Pre- and Post-election
period.

(i) During the same period there was no acitivity on the container terminals in PAP,
entailing that not one container was delivered.

(j) Normal activities resumed again on February 20th.

(k) PRRO 10382.0 started food distribution in May 2005 for a period of two years. Total
food for the duration of the project is estimated at 46,830 tons and the total cost at US$
40.0 million. During 2005, and the first months of 2006, the operation needs 23,375
tons to meet project requirements. By the end of January 2005, the PRRO had received
US$ 15 million from directed multilateral and multilateral contributions. However, it is
facing a pipeline break of CSB, consequently contributions are critically needed to
overcome these shortages.

(l) The current shortfall of CSB has been overcome until now by using carry-over stocks of
rice from the operationally closed EMOP 10347.0 and PRRO 10275.0. But rice is also
now facing a pipeline break.

(m) The total food stocks in the country are estimated at 9,063 tons of which 6,220 tons are
in WFP warehouses and available for distribution while over 1,275 tons are transiting
through the port and container-terminals.

(n) The SAPSAP (Systeme d'Alerte Precoce sur la Securite Alimentaire PAM) pilot project
has recently conducted a small 190 household food security data collection exercise in
the 8 sentinel sites in the North and Northeast Departments, which will add an important
additional perspective to the ongoing collection of rainfall, market price, and other
qualitative data. The first bi-monthly SAPSAP Bulletin is planned for the end of
February. The results will be fed into the national early warning system of CNSA, and
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assist in better targeting WFP programmes.

(o) WFP and the other UN agencies are participating in the taskforce aiming at building the
Post Electoral Stabilization Strategy.

(p) The Secretary-General has appointed Larry Rossin of the United States as Principal
Deputy Special Representative of the Secretary-General for the UN Stabilization
Mission in Haiti (MINUSTAH).He will arrive in Haiti on 6 March.

Note: All tonnage figures in this report refer to metric tons

WFP Weekly Emergency Report

The WFP Weekly Emergency Report can be obtained at www.wfp.org

For comments and information on how to subscribe, please contact the WFP Situation Room
at wfp.emergency.report@wfp.org

For information on resources, donors are requested to contact Valerie Sequeira:

Valerie.Sequeira@wfp.org

tel: +39 06 6513 2009

Via Cesare Giulio Viola 68, Parco dei Medici, 00148 Rome - Italy

Media queries should be directed to Brenda Barton at:

Brenda.Barton@wfp.org

tel: +39 06 6513 2602

Via Cesare Giulio Viola 68, Parco dei Medici, 00148 Rome - Italy

Emergency Report 2006-8

23

http://www.wfp.org/
mailto:wfp.emergency.report@wfp.org 
mailto:Valerie.Sequeira@wfp.org 
mailto:Brenda.Barton@wfp.org

	(A) Highlights
	(b) Middle East,Central Asia and Eastern Europe
	(1) Afghanistan
	(2) Algeria
	(3) Pakistan

	(c) East & Central Africa
	(1) Burundi
	(2) Ethiopia
	(3) Rwanda
	(4) Somalia
	(5) Sudan
	(6) Tanzania
	(7) Uganda

	(d) West Africa
	(1) Chad
	(2) Cote d'Ivoire
	(3) Liberia
	(4) Niger

	(e) Southern Africa
	(1) Lesotho
	(2) Malawi
	(3) Mozambique
	(4) Swaziland
	(5) Zambia
	(6) Zimbabwe

	(f) Asia
	(1) Korea (DPR)

	(g) Latin America and Caribbean
	(1) Bolivia
	(2) Cuba
	(3) Ecuador
	(4) Haiti

	Note and Information

