
DR CONGO

The field response to the Ebola outbreak 
resumed over the weekend of 27 and 28 
April. Staff is still observing caution to 
minimize risks of being targeted, after 
two humanitarian workers have died in 
violent attacks against treatment 
centers in Butembo, eastern Nord-Kivu 
province, including a Cameroonian 
epidemiologist working for WHO on 19 
April. Hundreds of medical personnel 
demonstrated in the street of the 
eastern city to demand greater 
protection and safety. The current Ebola 
outbreak, declared on 1 August 2018, is 
the second-biggest Ebola epidemic ever 
recorded, with 1,400 confirmed cases 
and 891 deaths recorded so far. 
Between 26 and 28 April, an average of 
20 new confirmed cases were recorded 
on a daily basis. As of 26 April, 10 
survivors were released from the Ebola 
Treatment Centers (ETC).

NIGER

The office of Doctors Without Borders 
(MSF) in Maïné Soroa, a commune in the 
Diffa region (south-east), was attacked 
on 25 April by unidentified armed men. 
One of the staff members was lightly 
injured during the attack, and the office 
and four vehicles were entirely burnt 
down. This is the first major attack on a 
humanitarian organization in Diffa. 
Violent incidents against civilians in 
eastern Niger have increased in recent 
months, with the Diffa region, near Lake 
Chad, bearing the brunt of recent armed 
attacks.
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BURKINA FASO

On 29 April, a group of about 20 armed 
individuals attacked a townhall and 
burned a police station in the town of 
Gorgadji, in the northern Sahel region. 
The incident sparked new population 
movements as many fled the town and 
some have already found refuge in Dori, 
the region’s capital. Registration of new 
arrivals is ongoing. Some 2,500 IDPs 
were hosted in Gorgadji before the attack. 
On 26 April, five teachers and a municipal 
employee were killed when a group of 
armed men raided a village school in the 
Koulpelogo province, in the Est region. 
About 1 million people need urgent 
assistance and the number of IDPs has 
tripled since 1 January and now reaches 
almost 150,000.

CAMEROON

A national staff from a local NGO was 
kidnapped in front of his office in Buea
town, the capital of the South-West 
region, on 19 April by armed men from a 
non-state armed group active in the area. 
The aid worker was released a few days 
later. The incident adds to a worrying 
pattern of kidnapping of civilians –
including school children and 
humanitarian staff – in a crisis that has 
forced over 440,000 people to flee their 
homes. In a visit to the area on 24 April, 
Norwegian Refugee Council Secretary 
General Jan Egeland stressed that a 
scale-up in the humanitarian response, 
independent reporting from the media 
and stronger international diplomatic 
engagement were urgently needed.
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