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CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC

Suspected LRA gunmen on 8 March looted a 

village in the eastern Haute-Kotto province, 

and kidnapped six men to transport the stolen 

goods. The attackers are reported to have 

had 19 kidnapped women and children with 

them. Separately, authorities in the south-

eastern Haut-Mbomou province announced 

the arrest of LRA’s third highest-ranking 

leader who is to be transferred to the capital 

Bangui

COTE D’IVOIRE 

Eighteen people were killed on 13 March 

when armed men attacked a seaside resort in 

Grand-Bassam, east of Côte d’Ivoire’s 

commercial capital, Abidjan. Al Qaeda in the 

Islamic Maghreb claimed responsibility. In 

January, gunmen had attacked a hotel and a 

café in Burkina Faso’s capital Ouagadougou, 

killing at least 28 people, two months after an 

attack in a Bamako hotel in Mali, that claimed 

20 lives. A three-day national mourning has 

been declared in Côte d’Ivoire following the 

attack, the first of its kind in the country. 

CHAD

Armed attackers suspected to be Boko Haram 

members on 7 March raided Bikaram island 

on Lake Chad, killing two people and 

wounding three others. On 2 March, around 

60 people were abducted in the eastern Lac 

Region by suspected Boko-Haram elements. 

The abductees, displaced Chadians in the 

Baga-Sola area, were trying to return to their 

homes on Lake Chad islands despite a 

government ban. Several return attempts 

have recently been stopped by the local 

authorities.
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Three aid workers abducted on 3 March in 

Nord Kivu Province were freed on 8 March. 

The three had been kidnapped while driving 

in a convoy through Lubero region.

NIGER 

From 1 January to the end of February, 

Niger recorded 417 cases of meningitis, 

including 34 deaths. One district in the 

region of Niamey has reached the epidemic 

threshold, and two districts in the regions of 

Dosso and Tillabery have hit the alert level. 

This year, health authorities have identified 

21 districts as being at risk. During the same 

period last year, around 100 cases had been 

recorded, rising to 345 by the end of March 

2015. Burkina Faso, Ghana, Mali and Togo 

have also reported epidemic levels of 

meningitis in various districts. 

EBOLA VIRUS DISEASE (EVD)

There have been no new infections since the 

last case in Sierra Leone on 20 January. 

Ebola transmission is set to be declared over 

in Sierra Leone on 17 March, if no new 

cases erupt. Guinea is observing a 90-day 

surveillance period, ending on 27 March. 

Liberia was declared free of the virus on 14 

January. 
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