
West and Central Africa: Weekly Regional Humanitarian Snapshot (8 - 14 May 2018)

CAMEROON

Around 160,000 people have been displaced 

in the crisis-hit North-West and South-West 

Anglophone regions that have been gripped 

by clashes and insecurity since late 2016. 

The majority of the displaced have fled into 

the bush with little to survive on. Others are 

hosted by local communities who are also 

grappling with adverse living conditions. 

The conflict has also forced around 20,000 

civilians to seek refuge across the border in 

neighbouring Nigeria. Aid organisations in 

Cameroon are planning to roll out emergency 

food, health, protection, shelter and education 

assistance as well as provide basic household 

items. At least 12 attacks targeting 

Government troops have been reported in the 

past week, according to the Ministry of 

Defence.

CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC

Worsening insecurity since 1 April has 

prompted aid organisations in the northern 

Kaga-Bandoro town to restrict their 

movement. In the latest incidents, armed 

attackers attempted to steal food aid on 

transit, and in a separate incident they tried to 

steal a vehicle belonging to a UN agency. 

The situation has deteriorated since the 

recent outbreak of violence in the capital 

Bangui. Humanitarian actors in the northern 

Ouham prefecture have also suspended 

movement on one of the main roads owing to 

insecurity. Seed distribution, civilian protection 

monitoring and WASH assessment have had 

to be suspended. On 1 and 2 May, some 

civilians came under attack, two of whom 

suffered gunshot wounds. The insecurity has 

prevented more than 1,700 IDPs from 

returning home.
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As of 13 May, 39 cases and 18 deaths were 

reported following an Ebola outbreak in the 

country’s Bikoro area in the north-western 

Equateur province, according to WHO. 

Three health workers have been affected: 

two suspected cases and a probable case 

who died. Seventy-five contacts are being 

monitored by field teams. An initial team of 

WHO, MSF and DRC health experts have 

deployed to Bikoro to strengthen 

coordination and investigations. 

The outbreak is the ninth in the country since 

the virus was discovered in 1976. 

The previous outbreak was in May 2017. 

The UN Central Emergency Response Fund 

has disbursed US$2 million and WHO $1 

million to tackle the outbreak.

NIGERIA

Around 95,000 people have been newly 

displaced since October 2017 in Adamawa, 

Borno and Yobe by armed attacks, insecurity 

and military operations. Recent months have 

witnessed a spike in attacks, including 

suicide bombings and IEDs targeting IDPs 

and other civilians. The military has raised 

concerns about the proliferation of 

unexploded IEDs across affected 

communities, indicating a general lack of 

security and safety especially for IDPs 

returning to home communities and farming 

areas. Eighty per cent of the IDPs are in 

Borno, the epicentre of the crisis, and over 

half are living outside IDP camps in local 

communities, making it harder to access 

them with assistance and putting additional 

pressure on the already stretched resources 

of host communities. 
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Visit the Weekly Regional Humanitarian Snapshot database at: https://weekly-wca.unocha.org 
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