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CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC

Fighting in the north-western Paoua area has 

forced 79 schools to close and deprived 

28,000 children of education. One aid group 

is planning to build four temporary learning 

areas in neighbourhoods in Paoua town, 

where some 65,000 people have fled to since 

clashes between armed groups broke out in 

December 2017. The absence of teachers 

and lack of building materials are major 

constraints in providing education to the out-

of-school children. 

CHAD

Twenty-three cases of meningitis and four 

deaths were recorded by 21 January in 

Goundi district in Chad’s southern Mandoul

region. The Health Cluster has recommended 

revamping contingency plans and medical 

stocks. Seventeen cases were reported in the 

country in the same period last year. Goundi

district is one of the areas in West Africa to 

reach the alert threshold (five cases per 

100,000 inhabitants per week). The others 

are in Ghana, Nigeria and Togo. The 

meningitis epidemiological season runs from 

December to June and affects several 

countries in the “African meningitis belt” 

stretching from Senegal to Ethiopia. 

More than 18,200 Central Africans have fled 

to southern Chad since December 2017, 

according to UNHCR’s registration. More 

people continue to flee insecurity and 

violence in Central African Republic’s north-

western Paoua area rocked by month-long 

clashes between rival armed groups. Around 

500 other people are reported to have arrived 

recently in border villages. Aid groups are 

providing food, basic household items and 

healthcare. Malnutrition screenings among 

under 5 children show that three per cent are 

severely acutely malnourished and 14 per 

cent moderately malnourished.

VIOLENCE FORCES 28,000 

CHILDREN FROM SCHOOLS

DEMOCRATIC 

REPUBLIC OF 

CONGO

CENTRAL AFRICAN 

REPUBLIC

CAMEROON

CONGO

NIGER

MALI

MAURITANIA

NIGERIA

EQUATORIAL GUINEA 

GABON

CHAD

BURKINA 

FASO

CÔTE 

D’IVOIRE
GHANA

BENIN

TOGOLIBERIA

GUINEA

SIERRA 

LEONE

CABO VERDE SAO TOME AND PRINCIPE

DR CONGO

Violence in the eastern South Kivu province 

has forced more than 7,000 people to flee to 

neighbouring Burundi and Tanzania, 

according to UNHCR. Congolese authorities 

recently launched a military operation 

against armed groups in the region. Many 

more civilians are believed to have fled to 

other localities within the province and living 

in difficult conditions without food and water. 

The agency is mobilising assistance and 

transferring the new refugees to other 

camps.

NIGERIA

More than 10,000 pupils have been forced 

out schools in two localities in the south-

eastern Benue state due to fighting between 

farmers and herders. Some schools in the 

affected areas are hosting people displaced 

by the hostilities. Clashes broke out anew on 

1 January after a period of calm, claiming 73 

lives. At least 130,000 people have been 

displaced in Benue, Nasarawa, Kaduna and 

Taraba states. The Government has 

proposed establishing grazing reserves to 

curb the perennial crisis.

Since the start of the year, 107 suspected 

Lassa fever infections and 16 deaths have 

been recorded in 10 states, the Government 

said on 24 January. Sixty-one of the cases 

have been confirmed. Ten health workers 

have been infected with the virus. The 

Nigeria Centre for Disease Control has 

activated its emergency operations centre to 

coordinate response, and deployed rapid 

response teams in the four most affected 

states.
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