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CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC

Armed robberies forced an international NGO to 

suspend operations on 24 August in the north-

eastern Paoua (Ouham Pende Prefecture) 

region. The measure will affect around 1,600 

people the aid group was assisting. Attacks and 

threats against aid workers are regular and 

have severely hampered relief operations in the 

conflict-hit country where half of the population 

requires assistance to survive. 

LAKE CHAD BASIN

Donors on 4 September pledged US$2.17 

billion to support a comprehensive response to 

the crisis in the Lake Chad Basin region, where 

more than 10 million people have been affected 

by violent conflict, extreme poverty and climate 

change. Over 70 countries, international 

organizations and civil society actors gathered 

in Berlin on 3 – 4 September to discuss 

solutions to bring peace and stability to the 

affected countries. The participants discussed 

humanitarian assistance, crisis prevention and 

stabilization as well as development to chart a 

way forward for a comprehensive and inclusive 

response.

NIGER

Floods this year have affected more than 

130,000 people, killed 36 and destroyed around 

7,200 houses, according to updates issued on 

27 August. The central Agadez and Maradi

regions have been the worst hit. Floods are 

common during the June – September rainy 

season and often affect hundreds of thousands 

of people. Last year, around 206,000 people 

were affected and 56 killed.
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Flooding over the past week have triggered a 

fresh outbreak of acute watery diarrhoea in 

four localities in the north-eastern Yobe state. 

At least 220 cases were reported on 28 

August. Health authorities and humanitarian 

partners are investigating 32 deaths reported 

across the affected communities to ascertain 

whether they are linked with to the outbreak 

as residents suspect that some of the cases 

could be associated with poisoning from 

agricultural chemicals such as fertilizers and 

insecticides which have found their way to 

streams and other water sources following the 

heavy rainfall. 

SAHEL

As part of an important expansion of the UK 

presence in the Sahel, UK Prime Minister 

Theresa May on 29 August announced the 

opening of British embassies in Chad and in 

Niger. The embassy in Mali will also be 

expanded. The expanded footprint in the 

Sahel is expected to have an important impact 

on humanitarian and development 

programmes. May, who visited three African 

countries, said increasing diplomatic footprint 

in the Sahel was aimed at tackling “underlying 

drivers of conflict and instability.” The move is 

also meant to address “the challenges posed 

by instability, poverty and irregular migration.”
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