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CHAD

Malnutrition has worsened this year compared 

to 2016, according to the latest SMART 

survey. Global acute malnutrition now stands 

at 13.9 per cent (two percentage points above 

2016), with rates exceeding the 15 per cent 

emergency threshold in 12 out of 23 regions. 

Severe acute malnutrition is at 3.9 per cent 

for the whole country (compared to 2.6 per 

cent last year) and above the two per cent 

emergency threshold. Twelve regions (mostly 

in the Sahel belt) have been declared to be in 

nutritional emergency. Malnutrition has 

deteriorated to alarming rates in some 

southern regions which were previously not 

facing nutritional emergencies. Chronic 

malnutrition is also increasing:32.4 per cent 

compared to 26.2 per cent last year. 

DR CONGO

As many as 250,000 children risk starvation in 

the conflict-hit Kasai region where 3.2 million 

people are facing severe food insecurity, WFP 

Director David Beasley warned on 30 

October. Clashes that erupted in the region in 

August 2016 displaced over 1 million people 

and heightened deprivation. The region now 

accounts for more than 40 per cent of the 

DRC’s 7.7 million severely food insecure 

people. WFP plans to assist 500,000 of the 

most vulnerable people by the end of 

December.

Around 940 new South Sudanese refugees 

were registered in Ituri and Haut-Uélé

provinces in the first half of October. As of 15 

October, there were 86,360 South Sudanese 

refugees in the two provinces where they 

have sought refuge since October 2015. 

About 31,400 live in the refugee sites of Meri 

(Haut-Uélé) and Biringi (Ituri). Some 6,000 

families live in basic shelters and others with 

relatives.
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NIGERIA

Twenty-one suspected cholera cases were 

reported on 29 October in Guzamala, Jere 

and Monguno localities of Borno state, 

bringing to 5,246 cases and 61 deaths since 

the outbreak was declared in August. 

Infections have been declining since late 

September. Two rounds of vaccinations 

targeting populations in hard-to-reach areas 

including Bama, Kala-Balge, Gwoza, Mobbar

and Ngala LGAs will be rolled out by health 

partners in the coming days.

SENEGAL

Thirty-six dengue fever cases have been 

reported in two localities in the north-western 

Louga region, the ministry of health reported 

on 29 October. An epidemiological team has 

been sent to the region to tackle the viral 

disease. None of those infected is in serious 

condition and the situation is under control. 

Recent eruption of cases were in 2014 (42 

cases) and in 2009.  

TOGO

Some 513 Togolese have fled to 

neighbouring Ghana to seek refuge from the 

political unrest back home, UNHCR reported 

on 27 October. The refugee agency, 

Ghanaian authorities and the host 

communities are assisting the asylum 

seekers. Around 30 others are reported to 

have fled to northern Benin. Togo has been 

gripped by unrest since August when 

opposition protests over constitutional reform 

erupted.
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