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CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC

Armed men on 23 April robbed a vehicle in an 
aid convoy near the northern Kaga Bandoro
town, but were later intercepted some 100km 
away. Insecurity remains prevalent in several 
regions of CAR and aid convoys are the target 
of robberies and armed attacks. These 
incidents are a constant hindrance to relief 
operations and civilian movement and safety.

MALI

On 22 April, three unidentified armed men 
robbed aid workers in their accommodation in 
the town of Gossi, in the northern Timbuktu 
region. The assailants then looted the
premises of the NGO these aid workers 
belong to, after firing at the guard, who 
managed to escape. The armed robbers stole 
motorcycles, phones and computers. This is 
the fifth incident in Gossi area since the 
beginning of the year. Earlier, on 19 April 
assailants attacked four aid workers near 
Gossi and robbed one of their vehicles. The 
incident forced an international NGO that 
recently launched mobile clinic consultations 
for new IDPs and asylum seekers to suspend 
the activity.

NIGERIA

On 26 April, a Non-State Armed Group 
launched a multi-pronged attack on Born state 
capital, Maiduguri, triggering panic among the 
population and causing residents to flee. 
Reports indicate that blasts and gunfire could 
be heard across the city as the raid was 
carried out, reportedly, by around 100 
attackers, including suicide bombers. The 
military repelled the attack and encouraged 
residents to return home. The incident is 
amongst the most significant in recent months, 
amid a worrying increase in security incidents 
in Borno state. Maiduguri is at the epicentre of 
the humanitarian crisis in the north-east of 
Nigeria and currently hosts over 260,000 
internally displaced persons.
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As of 22 April, 930 cases of meningitis, 
including 70 deaths, were reported with a 
fatality rate of 7.5 per cent. The number of 
reported cases has doubled over two weeks. 
However, they are lower than in the same 
period in 2017 (2,587 cases and 117 
deaths). The health district of Keita in 
Tahoua region has reached the epidemic 
threshold, and four other health districts in 
the Maradi, Tahoua and Tillabéri regions are 
in alert phase. Epidemiological surveillance, 
pre-positioning of medical supplies and a 
vaccination campaign targeting people 
between 2 and 29 years of age are all 
ongoing. 

The ongoing military offensive by the Joint 
Multinational Task Force (MNJTF) against 
armed groups presumably affiliated with 
Boko Haram on the islands of Lake Chad 
and areas along the Komadougou river is 
restricting humanitarian operations in the 
area. Planned missions to Bosso as well as a 
vaccination campaign and mobile clinics 
were cancelled. 

DR CONGO

Some 12,000 children are at risk of not sitting 
their end of primary school cycle exams due 
to the violence in Djugu Territory, in the 
northeastern Ituri province, which has forced 
them to miss school since December 2017. 
The Education Cluster is in talks with the 
Ministry of Education for solutions to allow 
these children to pass the exam. It is 
estimated that 50 of the 511 schools in Djugu
are occupied by internally displaced people, 
disrupting classes for 16,000 students. 
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