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CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC

As of 25 August, 235 cholera cases and 25 

deaths were recorded in the ongoing outbreak 

that was declared on 11 August. The Ministry 

of Health and the joint WASH and Health task 

force are intensifying response, including 

setting up water chlorination points, 

distribution of water purification kits, 

campaigns on proper hygiene practices and 

treatment of patients. A hotline remains 

operational for any cholera-related issues 

from the general public. 

CHAD

Around 2,000 cases of malnutrition were 

registered in the western Kanem region in 

July, 200 more than the previous month. The 

Bahr-el-Ghazal region, also in the west of the 

country, recorded almost 1,000 cases. The 

decreasing trend observed in other regions of 

the Sahel belt can be attributed to seasonal 

movements. Families are  moving further 

away from health centres as they venture into 

the fields to carry out agricultural activities. 

Furthermore, many health centres are 

inaccessible during the rainy season. 

GABON 

Incumbent President Ali Bongo’s camp and 

that of his main challenger, Jean Ping, have 

both claimed victory in the 27 August 

presidential election. Official results are 

expected on 30 August. Economic activity in 

the capital Libreville has been slow since the 

ballot. However, the situation has remained 

calm despite the victory claims by the two 

sides.
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NIGERIA

The Ministers of Health of Cameroon, 

Central African Republic, Chad, Niger and 

Nigeria have declared the recent polio 

outbreak in Nigeria a public health 

emergency for the Lake Chad Basin 

countries, according to a statement on 29 

August. The Nigerian authorities on 11 

August reported two new polio infections in 

Borno State, the first such cases in two 

years. The declaration calls on Nigeria and 

the Lake Chad Basin countries to urgently 

and fully implement coordinated responses 

to stem the outbreak before the end of the 

year and prevent international spread.

TOGO

Togolese authorities said on 27 August they 

had slaughtered 11,500 chickens to combat 

bird flu outbreak at two farms in the capital 

Lomé and Adetikope town north of the 

capital. Eggs and feeds are also being 

destroyed as part of control measures. No 

human cases have been reported. Several 

West African countries have been affected 

by the highly pathogenic H5N1 virus over the 

recent months.
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