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New Community Center in Al-Nabek

On 26 February, a new Community Centre opened in Al-Nabek town in Rural Damascus. 
The staff immediately started reaching out to affected Syrians who had to leave their homes 
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that will be available at the Centre. Those include, among others, remedial classes for 
children who dropped out of school, vocational training, counselling, as well as psycho-
social support and recreational activities.  An average of 70 people per day visited the 
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currently living in Al-Nabek are from Homs, Idleb and Rural Damascus.
 

Recreational kits for children in Aleppo

700 recreational kits have been sent by UNHCR to Syria Trust for distribution among children 
in Aleppo shelters. By 28 February, 300 kits were distributed in 20 schools located in two 
villages in Rural Aleppo. 200 recreational kits were delivered to SARC and an additional 200 
kits are still pending distribution. 
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Al-Nabek Community Centre organizes recreational activities for children

A key Protection solution provided by UNHCR also includes psycho-social support:

Housam, the 6 year old child who hates smurfs - A UNHCR volunteer recounts 

time spent with young displaced children

“I hate Smurfs”; said six-year old Housam before burying his face in the lap of his older 
brother. As a volunteer, it struck me to see a child refuse to take part in the activities that 
UNHCR organizes for children. I ran after Housam but he carelessly kicked me and said 
words I could not decipher. His brother told me later that Housam has been developing a 
new behavior lately; he spends his time sitting in the corner watching other children play, 
and if anyone comes near him, he would get very angry. “It became a daily routine to 
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sleep”, the older brother said. “I know it’s a very hard time for everyone, but I have real 
concerns about my younger brother, his favorite place is now the corner and he yells and 
curses all the time,” added the brother. I called other children and asked them to come and 
play with Housam, but the latter stood still, so I had no idea what to do in this situation. 
The next week I met my team to discuss the case of Housam and we agreed that what 
he needs is a specialized psychological support at different levels. Of course Housam is 
not a unique case; thousands of children and adolescents suffer psychological problems 
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UNHCR aid convoy reaches Dara’a

Given information recieved on the dire needs arising out of the southern city of Dara’a 
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mid-January, it was decided to prioritize assistance to this location. Since that date, there 
have been numerous attempts to get aid into this area however drivers  refused to go on 
account of the security situation there. On 19 February, and after assuring the drivers that 
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The mission was joined by a convoy of nine trucks, eight of them carrying urgently needed 
relief items -9,000 blankets, 6,000 quilts and 3,000 plastic sheets- delivered to the Syrian 
Arab Red Crescent (SARC) in Dara’a. These items served 3,000 households. A ninth truck 
carried clothing, diapers, blankets and sanitary napkins targeted 250 families. The items 
were delivered to the Syrian Women’s Union branch in Dara’a for distribution.  
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For UNHCR’s 2013 programme, as of end of February, 780,000 non-food items were 
distributed to affected Syrians who had to leave their homes due to the current situation, 
including 193,600 blankets; 66,000 winter quilts; 64,000 mattresses; 15,500 kitchen sets; 
15,000 hygiene kits; 60,000 bed sheets; 30,000 plastic sheets; 34,000 winter clothes 
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individuals or 63,000 families since the beginning of 2013. 
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160 refugees resettled to Canada and the United Stated 

A total of 160 refugees successfully resettled to Canada and the United Stated during the 
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the Lebanese border to the airport. Resettlement is the main durable solution pursued 
by UNHCR in Syria. Since 2007, over 33,300 refugees departed on resettlement to 16 
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country.

<5/*9�:`YPH�,_[LYUHS�9LSH[PVUZ�HUK�7\ISPJ�0UMVYTH[PVU�<UP[!�Z`YKH'\UOJY�VYN�"�� ����������  �������
^^ �̂\UOJY�VYN���^^ �̂\UOJY�HYHIPJ�VYN


