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Large-scale food security Emergency to continue through September  

KEY MESSAGES 

 El Niño related drought in 2015 significantly impacted Belg and 
Meher harvests across much of central and eastern Ethiopia, 
and contributed to very low levels of pasture regeneration in 
northern pastoral areas. More than 10 million people are in 
need of emergency food assistance in 2016 as a result of 
subsequent impacts to food availability and access.  

 In drought-affected Afar Region and Sitti Zone of northern 
Somali Region, many poor households continue to face larger 
gaps in their basic food needs. Herd sizes have been very 
significantly reduced either by livestock deaths or increased 
livestock sales. Much of northern pastoral Ethiopia will 
continue to face Emergency (IPC Phase 4) acute food security 
outcomes through September. 

 Agricultural and agropastoral areas of East and West Hararghe, 
Wag Himra, and North Wollo also face Emergency (IPC Phase 
4) outcomes as 2015 drought left them with little to no harvest 
stocks and reduced labor and livestock incomes. Broader areas 
of eastern Tigray and Amhara, central and eastern Oromia, and 
northern SNNPR will remain in Crisis (IPC Phase 3) through September.  

 Current contributions to the humanitarian appeal for food assistance have only funded approximately 45 percent of 
identified needs. In the absence of additional funding, assistance will not be guaranteed past June, while peak needs are 
expected between June and September. 

SEASONAL CALENDAR IN A TYPICAL YEAR  
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Current food security outcomes, February 2016 

 
Source: FEWS NET 

This map represents acute food insecurity outcomes relevant for 
emergency decision-making. It does not necessarily reflect chronic 

food insecurity. To learn more about this scale, click here. 
Descriptions of the five area phase classifications used in IPC v2.0 
appear below. 
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NATIONAL OVERVIEW 

Current Situation 

 Following the worst drought in more than 50 years across much 
of central and eastern Ethiopia, 2015 national Meher 
production was significantly below average as the El Niño-
related dryness heavily impacted cropping conditions. While the 
October to January Meher harvest would typically contribute 
greatly to household food availability for agricultural 
households in a normal year, in 2015 agricultural and 
agropastoral households in central and eastern Ethiopia 
experienced large crop losses. Affected areas include, eastern 
Tigray and Amhara, and central and eastern Oromia and SNNPR. 
Production losses were 70 percent or greater in worst-affected 
areas. These losses come after a very poor Belg harvest in most 
areas. As such, poor households in many affected areas have 
already run out of own-production stocks, in many instances 
three months or more earlier than normal. 

 Similarly, 2015 El Niño-related drought across most of Afar and 
northern Somali Region has reduced pastoral resource 
availability and in turn is contributing to very poor livestock 
body conditions. The impact on pastoral livelihoods has 
significantly restricted household food and income access from 
livestock products, sales and wage labor. Although livestock 
feed interventions and moderate rainfall in late December and 
early January in some areas had contributed to a decline in 
livestock deaths compared to what could have been expected, 
poor households’ availability of salable livestock in these areas 
had already become limited. 

 As a result of the decline in supply from local production, staple 
food prices began increasing earlier than normal across some 
markets in northern, central and eastern Ethiopia. Normally, 
prices in most of these areas would not begin to increase 
seasonally until April. Conversely, livestock prices in central and 
eastern Ethiopia continued to decline or remained low due to 
poor livestock body conditions and increased supply. With 
atypically low incomes from agriculture sales, below-average 
incomes from casual labor due to increased labor supply, and 
well below average pastoral incomes, access to market 
purchase in central and eastern Ethiopia remains difficult. 

 The Ethiopian Humanitarian Requirements Document estimates 10.2 million people will be food insecure in 2016. The 
majority of food insecure households are in eastern Amhara and Tigray, central and eastern Oromia, Afar, northern Somali 
and SNNPR. Of the total 1.4 billion USD identified as needed to address the humanitarian crisis in Ethiopia, to date only 
45 percent of requested food assistance funding and 40 percent of requested nutrition and health funding has been 
secured. In most drought-affected areas, emergency food assistance has been ongoing since the last quarter of 2015 based 
largely on September 2015 targeting plans. Although food assistance distributions continue for targeted households, 
current levels of funding for the appeal will likely lead to a pipeline break in June 2016. 

 Between September and December 2015, admissions to therapeutic feeding programs (TFP) across Ethiopia had declined 
from their highest value in August 2015 due to slightly improved food access from the meager Meher 2015 harvest and 

Projected food security outcomes, February to May 

2016 
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Projected food security outcomes, June to 

September 2016 

 
Source: FEWS NET 

* Mapped impacts of humanitarian assistance only reflect 
documented assistance delivery. As documentation of assistance 
delivery was not available for all areas where know assistance 
deliveries are ongoing, not all humanitarian assistance is captured 
in the above maps. 
 
This map represents acute food insecurity outcomes relevant for 
emergency decision-making. It does not necessarily reflect chronic 
food insecurity. To learn more about this scale, click here. 
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humanitarian interventions. Nonetheless, December 2015 TFP admissions are approximately 35% higher than the three 
year average for December. 

 Due to severely poor seasonal performance in 2015, massive livestock deaths, displacements, fewer livestock holdings 
and low livestock product availability, poor households in southern parts of Afar and Sitti Zone in Somali Region are 
currently facing significant gaps in their basic food needs and high level of household asset depletion. Low livestock to 
cereal terms of trade are further reducing household food access from purchase. The low availability of milk is adversely 
affecting levels of acute malnutrition in children. Currently, poor households in Sitti Zone of Somalia Region and southern 
parts of Afar Region are experiencing Emergency (IPC Phase 4) acute food insecurity. Similarly, households in the lowlands 
of East and West Hararghe Zones in Oromia Region and parts of Wag Himra Zone in Amhara Region are currently facing 
large deficits in their basic food needs following very significantly below-average harvests in 2015. Poor and very poor 
households in these areas are also currently in Emergency (IPC Phase 4). 

 Many households in eastern parts of Amhara and Tigray Regions (including Belg producing areas), central and eastern 
Oromia and northern SNNPR along rift valley are exhausting their own production stocks much earlier than normal. 
Income from livestock sales is lower than normal due to poor livestock body conditions and high supply on markets. Food 
from purchase has been challenged by higher staple food prices on markets. Poor households in these areas are currently 
experiencing Crisis (IPC Phase 3) acute food insecurity as they are unable to fully meet their basic food needs without 
accelerated asset depletion. Were it not for ongoing humanitarian intervention, many of these households in Crisis (IPC 
Phase 3), as well as those in central and northern Afar Region, would be experiencing much larger gaps in their basic food 
needs. 

 Households lesser affected by poor 2015 seasonal performance in Tigray, Amhara, central Oromia, the rift valley of 
SNNPR, and northern Somali Regions have somewhat better food availability and access as cropping and pastoral 
conditions were less affected. Households in these areas do, however, still face reductions in seasonal incomes from wage 
labor and crop and livestock sales. As many poor households are unable to meet their basic nonfood needs, large areas 
of these regions classified in Stressed (IPC Phase 2) acute food insecurity, or Stressed! (IPC Phase 2!) where humanitarian 
assistance is ensuring households are meeting their basic food needs. 

 Outside of central and eastern regions of the country, much of the rest of Ethiopia experienced seasonably good rainfall 
in 2015. Average Meher harvests in western cropping areas of Tigray, Amhara, Benshangul Gumuz, western Oromia, 
Gambella, and southern and western SNNPR are providing good food availability for most. Markets are relatively better 
supplied and prices are generally in line with seasonal norms, affording good food access for households who rely on 
market purchase. These areas are in Minimal (IPC Phase 1) acute food insecurity. 

Assumptions 

From February to September 2016, the projected food security outcomes are based on the following national assumptions: 

 National and global weather forecasts indicate that February to May Belg/Sugum/Dirac/Gu rains are likely to be normal 
to above normal in terms of cumulative total. In addition, early global forecasts indicate that June to September 
Kiremt/Karma/Karan rains are also likely to be near normal in accumulation. 

 Following poor 2015 rainfall, pastoral resource availability will be extremely limited in northern pastoral areas, with 
extremely restricted availability of forage and water expected through the lean season. Expectedly average to above-
average 2016 rainfall performance is expected to contribute to an improvement in pastoral resource availability 
beginning in late spring/early summer 2016. 

 Following the below average 2015 Meher and resulting limited availability of crop residue, availability of livestock fodder 
will remain limited until the start of the Kiremt rains in June/July in central and eastern agricultural areas affected by 
poor 2015 seasonal performance. However, earlier improvements in livestock body conditions are anticipated in areas 
that receive Belg rains.  

 Particularly in areas affected by poor 2015 seasonal performance, the below average Belg and Meher crop production in 
2015, cereal supply to the markets is likely to remain well below-average through at least June in Belg rain receiving 
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areas, and September in Kirempt-dependent areas. Staple food prices are expected to remain above-average in these 
areas through at least September due to increased demand for purchase and low market supply. 

 The availability of agricultural labor opportunities is likely to be normal starting February with the start of the Belg season 
and continue through September with the Kirempt season. Labor supply for both agricultural and non-agricultural work 
in central and eastern Ethiopia, however, will likely be higher than usual as households continue to seek opportunities 
to increase their incomes in the face of limited food availability. Increased labor supply is expected to contribute to 
decreasing wage labor rates. 

 Restricted food availability in central and eastern Ethiopia is likely to contribute to an increased risk for acute malnutrition 
through September in Meher dependent areas, and mainly from February to May in Belg Producing areas. Deterioration 
of the nutrition situation is also expected due to seasonal increases of diarrhea disease between February to June and 
increased caregiver’s workload in planting season which compromises infant and child feeding and care practices. During 
the last three years, the average number of TFP admissions between February and September at the country-level was 
about 216,000. The number of admission is likely to increase during the same period in 2016.  

 Current funding of the emergency food assistance appeal in the HRD appeal will run out in June 2016.  

 Resource transfers through the Productive Safety Net Program are expected to take place following the typical schedule 
through June 2016 for the approximately eight million beneficiaries. 

Most Likely Food Security Outcomes 

Despite the anticipated average accumulation of rainfall during the coming seasons, poor household’s incomes in northern 
pastoral areas are unlikely to improve as livestock holdings have been reduced due to high levels of livestock deaths, high 
levels of sales, and low conception rates over the previous year. Poor households will continue to experience extremely 
difficult market access in the face of these low incomes and high staple food prices. Southern Afar and Sitti Zone in the Somali 
will continue in Emergency (IPC Phase 4) through September as poor households larger gaps in their basic food needs. 

In the lowlands of Wag Himra and East and West Hararghe households have extremely limited food availability, and access 
to markets is severely restricted by limited incomes and increasing staple food prices. Food availability is not expected to 
improve significantly until Mehr harvests in October. While households are expected to seek additional income from wage 
labor and livestock sales, this will be restricted by increased labor supply and low livestock to cereal terms of trade. As poor 
households continue to experience larger food consumption gaps, many of these areas are expected to remain in Emergency 
(IPC Phase 4) through September. Many neighboring areas, similarly affected by the 2015 drought, will remain in Crisis! (IPC 
Phase 3!) until June as targeted humanitarian assistance allows poor households to meet a greater share of their basic food 
needs. After June, these areas will move to Emergency (IPC Phase 4) if further funding for humanitarian assistance is not 
secured. 

Poor and very poor drought-affected households in central Oromia, northern SNNPR, eastern Tigray and eastern plains of 
Amhara have already begun to deplete their household stocks from the well below–average 2015 Meher harvest. As with 
Wag Himra and East and West Hararghe, availability of income from labor and livestock sales is also limited in these areas. 
Although food and income sources will be somewhat less impacted in these areas, poor households are still expected to face 
difficulty meeting their basic food needs between now and at least September 2016, as these areas face Crisis (IPC Phase 3) 
acute food insecurity. Some households will be able to fill their food consumption gaps and be Stressed! (IPC Phase 2!) due 
to ongoing humanitarian assistance deliveries until June, after which they, too, will be in Crisis (IPC Phase 3). 

With good availability of generally average 2015 Meher crop production in the western surplus-producing areas of the country 
and typical levels of income earnings expected, households will continue to be able to meet their essential food and nonfood 
needs through September, as these zones remain in Minimal (IPC Phase 1). Similarly, the likely normal March to May Gu rains 
in southern pastoral areas is expected to further improve pastoral conditions, allowing for typical market access through 
livestock sales. Most southern pastoral areas in Somali Region are expected to remain in Minimal (IPC Phase 1) through 
September. 
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AREAS OF CONCERN  

Afar Region and Sitti (formerly Shinile) Zone in northern Somali Region 

Current Situation 

Most parts of northern pastoral and agropastoral areas are currently in their usual dry/Jilal season. Below normal seasonal 
Deda shower rains were observed over parts of Kilbati, Fenti, Awsi, Gabi and Khari Zone in Afar Region as were limited Dalallo 
rains in Dembel and Shinile Woredas in Sitti Zone and Tuliguled Woreda in Fafan Zone in late December and early January. 

The well below-average performance of the 2015 Sugum/Dirac and Karma/Kerren rains that extended the last dry season 
coupled with the absence or below-average performing Deda rains suppressed the growth of pasture and browse in 2015 
and restricted the availability of water. Livestock feed shortage is a critical concern in most of these areas. As a result, livestock 
that were migrated early in 2015 to different areas have not yet returned. Moreover, households from Afar Region continue 
to migrate with their livestock to relatively better areas with in the Region and towards Amhara, Tigray and Oromia Regions. 
For instance, more than 6,600 households form Semurobi, Dalifagi and Telalek Woredas of Afar Region have migrated towards 
Buremoditu and Dewe Woredas in Afar Region and Antsokiya Woreda of North Shewa, Senkele Woreda of South Wollo, 
Weldya Woreda of North Wollo Zone in Amhara Region. Similarly, large numbers of livestock from Sitti Zone of Somali Region 
migrated towards Goro Gutu, Gursum Woredas in Oromia Region as well as Dire Dawa administrative council and to Guban 
in Somalia since November/December 2015. In addition, livestock from northern Afedem and Meisso Woredas in Sitti Zone 
migrated to areas such as Adaytu, Undufo Ayalu, Aaduba, and Gadamaytu that received the Deda rain recently. Livestock 
from Fafan Zone migrated toward Jarar Zone in Somali Region and Guban in Somalia.  

Following the critical shortage of feed, livestock body conditions and livestock products continue deteriorating. Currently, 
households are obtaining limited to no milk from their cattle and camels due to the low calving rate. Livestock deaths, 
particularly for sheep and newly born livestock continue in Sitti Zone in Somali Region. Northern pastoral areas of Ethiopia 
had already seen in late 2015 more than half a million livestock deaths. 

Emergency livestock feed interventions continued through the provision of grass hay, multi-nutrient blocks and molasses 
through a joint effort of NGOs and Regional and Federal Governments. SCI and VSF Germany distributed 3,657 quintal of 
concentrate, 110,024 bales of grass and 1,000 quintals of fodder in Chifera, Ewa, Adaar, Telala, Dew, Abala Erebti, Awash 
Fentale and Berhale Woredas of Afar region since November 2015. Similarly, in Sitti Zone, since November 2015, integrated 
emergency livestock responses including livestock feed provision, commercial destocking and destocking are ongoing. These 
measures, however, have still proven not adequate enough to maintain households’ food and income access from their 
livestock asset.  

Some slight improvements were observed in water availability following the Deda/Dalallo seasonal rain in December and 
January. However, as these rains were well below normal in accumulation, this improvement is not expected to fully address 
the severe water shortage. Large-scale water trucking operations are ongoing in water insecure priority one Woredas of Afar 
Region and Sitti Zone of the Somali Region. In Afar Region 38 water trucks are providing water rationing service for selected 
16 water insecure Woredas using the funds from NGOs and Federal and Regional Governments. In Sitti Zone of Somali Region 
13 water trucks are working on water trucking operations supporting water insecure households and IDPs centers.  

Due to below-average 2015 Meher/Karma harvests in neighboring regions and local agropastoral areas, cereal supply to 
markets remains restricted. At the same time, poor livestock body conditions and high market supply of animals keeps 
livestock prices low. As a result, livestock to cereal terms of trade continue to be well below average for pastoral and 
agropastoral households. In Shinile market maize and wheat prices in January 2016 increased by about 10 to 15 percent 
compared to the same time last year. Similarly, compared to the prices in January 2015, maize prices in Asaita , Abala and 
Amibara markets in Afar Region in January 2016 increased by 30, 60 and 11 percent respectively. At the same time, the price 
of an average size goat in January 2016 in Shinile in Sitti Zone, and Amibara  Abala and Asaita in Afar Region reduced by 29, 
60, 63 and 62 percent respectively compared to the same period last year.  

Levels of acute malnutrition among for children under five and pregnant and lactating women continue to be a concern due 
to low household livestock product availability as well as poor hygiene and sanitation. Admissions of children under five to 
TFP centers have dramatically increased since April 2015 as a result of drought and the absence of adequate nutritional 
interventions. In Afar Region, total TFP admissions in January 2016 were 71 percent higher than in January 2015. A rapid 
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nutrition survey conducted in December 2015 in Mille Woreda of Awsi Zone revealed GAM and SAM prevalence rates of 17.8 
and 5.1 percent respectively. OTP admissions in November 2015 in Fafan Zone increased by 70 percent compared to 
September 2015.  

Food security of pastoral and agropastoral households in northern and central pastoral Afar Region has deteriorated as a 
result of low livestock product availability, very restricted market access from purchase due to low livestock to cereal terms 
of trade, and low household livestock holdings. Despite food access from ongoing humanitarian assistance, poor and very 
poor households continue to face difficulty meeting their basic food needs and a deteriorating nutrition situation. This area 
is in Crisis! (IPC Phase 3!). About 14,100 pastoral households that have been displaced since July from different Woredas in 
Sitti Zone are still at IDP centers due to the drought. 

The extent and magnitude of the food consumption gaps is worse in southern parts of Afar Region and Sitti Zone of Somali 
Region where massive livestock deaths, displacement, fewer livestock holdings and extremely restricted livestock product 
availability have been observed. A large number pastoral households that had already migrated their livestock from the area 
in search of water and pasture remain outside the zone. This has reduced children’s access to and consumption of milk, 
contributing to a deterioration of their nutrition situation. The prevailing low livestock body conditions for herds that remain 
in the area and resulting low livestock to cereal terms of trade more significantly reduce household food access from 
purchase. Poor and very poor households in Sitti Zone and southern parts of Afar Region are in Emergency (IPC Phase 4) acute 
food insecurity. 

Assumptions  

In addition to the national assumptions above, the projected food security outcomes for Afar Region and northern parts of 
Somali Region are based on the following assumption: 

 With no expected improvement in livestock body conditions, livestock prices are anticipated to remain low through 
April 2016. With the return of near normal rainfall between March and September, pastoral resource availability is 
expected to improve livestock body conditions somewhat, but sale prices will remain below average. 

 Livestock feed interventions are likely to continue in southern Afar and Sitti Zone. 

 Livestock product availability is expected to remain well below-average as result low livestock births during 
upcoming rainy seasons. 

 Further household herd size reductions are expected as a result of increased sales and low rates of livestock births 
through September 

Most Likely Food Security Outcomes 

The anticipated average March to May Sugum/Diraac and June to September Karma/Karan rains are likely to improve 
pasture, browse and water availability. The improvement in livestock feed is expected to improve livestock body conditions 
and hence a relative, moderate improvement in livestock market prices is likely from June onwards. Milk availability from 
cattle and camel, however, will remain low. Accordingly, no significant improvements in the nutrition situation are likely. In 
addition, herd sizes are already decreased due to destocking to meet purchase needs and to limit livestock care costs. 
Northern Afar will remain in Crisis! (IPC Phase 3!), but only due to the presence of humanitarian assistance from until June 
2016. With the expected the expected moderate improvement in livestock sale prices in June, poor household in these areas 
will be in Crisis (IPC Phase 3) until to September 2016 even after current funding for the humanitarian appeal is exhausted. 

The decline in household herd size from recent, large-scale livestock deaths in southern Afar and Sitti Zone will protract 
households’ limited income-earning capacity from their pastoral livelihoods. Even with the expected near normal 
regeneration of forage and watering points in June contributing to improved livestock body conditions, household capacity 
for sale is expected to remain restricted even after the typical end of the lean season. Moreover, as a result of poor livestock 
body conditions and limited livestock birth restricting milk availability, no significant declines in levels of acute malnutrition 
are anticipated in these areas. Southern parts of Afar Region and Sitti Zone in Somali Region will remain in Emergence (IPC 
Phase 4) through September 2016. 
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Eastern Amhara and Tigray: northeastern lowlands and midlands in Wag Himra, North Wollo, South Wollo, 
Oromia, and North Shewa Zones in Amhara, Southern Tigray, and Eastern Tigray 

Current Situation 

Some areas in eastern Amhara and Tigray received sporadic rainfall in late December 2015 and early January 2016 which is 
unseasonal for this period of the year. Except for two to three days of rain in late December, low lands of Tekeze and Abay 
river catchment had not received these unseasonal rains. 

Following the unseasonal rains, some households in the lowlands of southern Tigray carried out opportunistic planting of 
mainly maize and teff in December. For instance, in four Woredas of Southern Tigray Zone over 12,000 hectares of land has 
been covered by different crops through this opportunistic farming and the planted crops are at germination to vegetative 
growth stage. Harvesting of 2015 Meher crops complete and was much below–average following the poor 2015 seasonal 
performance. The lowlands of Tekeze and Abay river catchment as well as lowland plains in southern Tigray and eastern 
Amhara, which faced severe moisture stress, suffered either significant production reduction or had near crop failure. 

Livestock feed and water availability is a big concern in eastern Amhara and Tigray Regions. Normally, at this period of the 
year, livestock feed is mainly obtained from crop residue and reserves. However, below average 2015 Meher production also 
affected the availability of livestock feed from crop residue. Therefore, households are currently relying on feeding 
economically the little crop residue reserve and some Woredas in Tigray Region are being assisted with emergency livestock 
feed support by the Government. Early livestock movements to perennial rivers is very common in most places. Nearly 
120,000 livestock are reportedly concentrated in Cheffa Valley (a big swampy grazing field in Oromia Zone in Amhara Region) 
coming from the surrounding Woredas and Afar Region. Body conditions and productivity of livestock is below-average in 
eastern Amhara and Tigray in general and in the drought affected lowlands in particular. 

Market supplies for locally grown crops is very minimal in many markets in eastern parts of Amhara and Tigray Regions 
following the below-average 2015 Meher production. Less preferred qualities of maize and sorghum from western and 
northwestern parts of Amhara and Tigray Regions are unusually supplied in most markets in these areas. These varieties are 
normally cheaper at this time of the year. Nevertheless, market prices for these staples have increased three to four months 
earlier than usual and prices are generally higher compared to last year in many cases. Sorghum prices in Kobo and Weldya 
markets in January 2016 increased by 66 and 30 percent respectively compared to January 2015. Cattle prices are also 
declining in most markets due to high supply and poor body conditions. Oxen prices in January 2016 are 38 percent lower 
than the same time last year. 

With no adequate rains after the poor 2015 Kiremt rains, the shortage of water is getting worse. Large numbers of water 
trucks are being deployed to assist with water distribution. In eastern zones in Tigray Region, for instance, uncommonly, 
about 16 trucks are providing water rationing services. Atypically large amounts of time are consumed in fetching water in 
many areas. In extreme cases in Sehala Woreda of Wag Himra Zone a significant number of people have moved to Mena 
River where they can find water.  

Levels of acute malnutrition among children under five have been declining since they peaked in August 2015. However, in 
some Woredas, particularly those in the severely drought affected lowlands, the current malnutrition prevalence of acute 
malnutrition remains high. Child Health Day (CHD) screening results in January 2016 indicate GAM levels in the range of 25 
to 30 percent in most Woredas in Wag Himra Zone. Likewise, screening in November 2015 in Argoba Woreda in South Wollo 
Zone revealed that 21 percent of children screened had GAM.  

Currently, most households in eastern parts of Amhara and Tigray Regions have begun to exhaust their household stocks 
from own production. Stocks have already been depleted in many areas of the lowlands of Tekeze river catchment and some 
Woredas in the eastern plains of Amhara and Tigray Regions. Income from livestock sales is lower than normal due to the 
decline in price associated with poor livestock body conditions. Similarly, cash incomes from labor is seasonally low though 
more people are looking for labor opportunities. Food from purchase has been challenged by higher staple market prices. 
Poor households in most eastern plains of North and South Wollo, North Shewa and Oromia Zones, as well as in some 
Woredas in North and South Gondar Zone in Amhara and eastern Tigray, are currently facing Crisis (IPC Phase 3) acute food 
insecurity as they face difficulty meeting their basic food needs. In parts of central and southern Tigray and central Amhara, 
ongoing humanitarian intervention is contributing to keeping households Stressed! (IPC Phase 2!). 
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Worst affected areas of Amhara in Wag Himra and North Wollo Zones see households facing more significant gaps in their 
basic food needs. While ongoing humanitarian assistance is keeping many areas in Crisis! (IPC Phase 3!), parts of the zones 
are experiencing Emergency (IPC Phase 4) outcomes. 

 Assumptions 

No additional assumptions other than the national assumptions described above have been used. 

Most Likely Food Security Outcomes 

In much of Wag Himra, this has been the third consecutive below-average Meher season.  As households in Wag Himra and 
North Wollo face limited to no availability of own production stocks, market access for purchase and humanitarian assistance 
have become extremely important to household food access. Household incomes will continue to reduce due to poor 
livestock sale incomes and declining herd sizes. Market access will continue to be restricted by increasing food prices. As 
households are expected to continue to experience great difficulty in meeting their basic food needs, much of both zones are 
expected to be at an increased risk for high levels of acute malnutrition and increased mortality as they remain in Emergency 
(IPC Phase 4) through September 2016, or in Crisis! (IPC Phase 3!) until June in areas where humanitarian assistance is 
reaching a majority of affected households.  

Households in midland and highlands of Eastern Amhara and central Tigray that had more substantial 2015 Meher harvests 
are still likely to exhaust their stock from own crop production earlier than normal. Although they will rely on staple food 
purchases to meet their need, they will not be able to buy adequate quantities due to low incomes and likely increases in 
staple prices. While large areas will be able to remain Stressed (IPC Phase 2) through about June, most of eastern Tigray and 
Amhara will be in at least Crisis (IPC Phase 3) through September as households face significant difficulty meeting their basic 
food needs through the end of the consumption year. 

Eastern and Central Oromia: East and West Hararghe, East Shewa, North Shewa, and West Arsi Zones 

Current Situation 

There were some unseasonal rains in October/November 2015 in eastern Oromia. Similar rains were observed in late 
December 2015 and early January 2016 in highlands and few lowlands of central Oromia. These rains were intermittent and 
the amount is rated as low to moderate. Eastern Oromia had no rain since November 2015 but weather is characterized by 
cooler and windy conditions. The rains in January in central Oromia were restricted predominantly to the highlands. While 
these rains had no impact on cultivation, they did contribute somewhat to regenerating some pasture in Arsi highlands and 
replenish some ponds in a few Woredas in the lowlands of East and West Hararghe. 

Earlier estimates from pre-harvest crop production assessments revealed that lowlands of central and eastern Oromia have 
suffered near crop failure in many areas. Preliminary results of the post-harvest estimates reported more crop losses and 
according to the report, highlands and midlands of East and West Hararghe obtained much lower production than earlier 
anticipated. 2015 Meher crop production in East Hararghe Zone is only about 19 percent of the normal according to the 
report, while this estimate was about 30 percent of the normal during the pre-harvest assessment. In Eastern Oromia, the 
most important perennial cash crop, chat, suffered a significant loss due to moisture stress.  

During this time of the year, the normal livestock feed sources in of most eastern and central Oromia are crop residues and 
reserves. However, this year these source are either totally unavailable or well below normal in amount in drought affected 
areas. In areas where little crop residue was obtained, farmers are rationing the crop residue. The shortage of pasture growth 
during the2015 Kiremt deepens the severity of the problem. In selected Woredas of eastern and central Oromia the 
Government is providing emergency livestock feed since October 2015. Moreover, affected households are buying crop 
residue from highlands in central Oromia. An unusual and high number of livestock are migrating to river valleys in eastern 
Oromia in the absence of forage and fodder. The high influx of livestock from Sitti Zone of Somali Region towards eastern 
Oromia has exacerbated the feed and water shortage. Water for livestock is a problem in both eastern and central Oromia, 
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but the problem is most severe in eastern Oromia and lowlands around Abijata and Shalla lakes in central Oromia. Currently, 
livestock body conditions and productivity, particular for cattle, are well below average in these areas. 

The supply of locally grown cereals in most lowland markets in eastern and central Oromia is very restricted following the 
poor harvests from 2015 seasons. Households are relying on maize and white sorghum (eastern Oromia) supplied from the 
surplus producing areas of western and south western Oromia and SNNP Regions. Staple price increases in these areas started 
began in December 2015/January 2016, three to four months earlier than normal. In Chiro market in West Hararghe Zone, 
January 2016 maize prices are 13 and 5 percent higher than November and December 2015 prices respectively. Staple prices 
are also much higher than last year. Maize price in Babile market in East Hararghe Zone in January 2016 is 17 percent higher 
than January 2015. Compared to the same time last year, exceptionally high price increases (40 to 50 percent) were seen in 
January 2016 for teff in Shalla and Ziway Dugda markets in central Oromia.  

The shortage of feed and poor livestock body conditions has led to an increase in supply and decline in market prices. Cattle 
are the main livestock types exhibiting such a decline in prices. For instance, compared to prices observed at the same time 
last year, oxen prices in January 2016 declined by about 33 and 23 percent in Shalla and Ziway Dugda markets respectively.  

Water shortages continue in eastern and central Oromia. This has contributed to households spending more time fetching 
water. Currently, the Government and humanitarian partners are engaging more water trucks than before to address the 
water shortage problem. 30 trucks are deployed in East and West Hararghe Zones. Arsi Zone deployed about 11 trucks, 
whereas normally they would have only three for this time of the year.  

Throughout 2015, Oromia accounted for nearly half of all Therapeutic Feeding Program (TFP) admissions in Ethiopia.  After 
reaching a peak of nearly 28,000, the number of TFP admissions declined steadily between September and December 2015 
due to large-scale emergency food assistance, Targeted Supplementary Feeding (TSF) and other interventions to prevent and 
treat severe acute malnutrition. TFP admissions in East Hararghe Zone in December 2015 are lower by 60 percent compared 
to August 2015 admissions. Based on CHD screening, GAM levels in Gololcha Woreda in Arsi Zone dropped from 10 percent 
in August 2015 to four percent in December 2015. However, the current prevalence is still higher compared to normal and 
the same time last year. For instance, in December 2015 OTP admissions in West Hararghe Zone are 36 percent higher than 
in December 2014. 

In addition to the ongoing relief distribution based on the September needs assessment, PSNP beneficiaries received special 
emergency grain assistance in December 2015 in central Oromia. 

Poor households in high and midland areas of Arsi, West Arsi and North Shewa Zones in Oromia Region did receive, although 
meager, harvests during the 2015 Meher and are able to complement their food availability with some staple food purchase 
from incomes earned through the sale of livestock. They are currently, however, only able to meet their minimal food needs 
and are Stressed (IPC Phase 2). Poor households in the lowlands of Arsi and West Arsi Zones have little to no harvest stocks 
from the 2015 Meher season and have already started to rely on the market purchase to meet their needs. However, due to 
increased cereal prices and low livestock prices, households are unable to completely address their minimal food needs as 
these areas face Crisis (IPC Phase 3). The midlands of East and West Hararghe Zone suffered successive seasonal production 
failure and livestock asset depletion and are in Crisis! (IPC Phase 3!), but continue to rely on ongoing humanitarian assistance 
to contribute minimize their gap in essential food needs. Households in the lowlands of East and West Hararghe Zones have 
been worst-affected in the region by the drought and are already facing a larger consumption deficits due to successive 
limited harvests and livestock asset depletion due to deaths and higher than normal rates of sale. Moreover, high levels of 
acute malnutrition are reported in these areas. As such, the area currently faces Emergency (IPC Phase 4) acute food 
insecurity. 

Assumptions 

No additional assumptions other than the national assumptions described above have been used. 

Most Likely Food Security Outcomes 

Although households in the lowlands and midlands of Arsi, West Arsi and North Shewa Zones in Oromia Region obtained 
relatively better 2015 Meher harvests and have relatively better availability of crop residue for livestock feed, households in 
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these areas will deplete their stock earlier than usual.  With the expected increase in staple food prices, poor households will 
continue to face difficulty meeting their basic food needs through the sale of livestock and their limited access to other 
seasonal incomes. These areas are expected to remain in Crisis (IPC Phase 3) through September.  

Three consecutive poor seasons in some parts of highlands and midlands of East and West Hararghe Zones has led to high 
level of household asset depletion including a decline in their livestock holdings. Without harvest stocks from the 2015 Meher, 
reduced incomes from the sale of livestock due to fewer saleable animals available and poor livestock body conditions, and 
limited incomes from the sale of fire wood and charcoal due to increased supply, households will not be able to address their 
minimal food needs and will face significant consumption gaps. Ongoing humanitarian assistance through June will keep many 
households from experiencing larger gaps in their basic food needs as these areas experience Crisis! (IPC Phase 3!), after 
which they will move to Emergency (IPC Phase 4).  The worse-affected lowlands of East and West Hararghe Zones are not 
expected to see an improvement food access or availability before September. These areas already in Emergency (IPC Phase 
4) will continue to experience similar food security outcomes. 

Eastern Amhara and Tigray: Belg-producing areas North and South Wollo, and Southern Tigray Zone 

Current Situation 

A few areas in the Belg-dependent areas of northeastern Amhara and Tigray received some rains in early January. These rains 
were poorly distributed and rated as low to moderate in amount. However, this has favored the start of Belg planting in the 
Belg growing north-eastern Amhara Region. So far, over 38,000 hectares of land (19 percent of what normally gets planted 
during the Belg season) has been planted with Belg crops in Amhara Region. Planted crops are currently at germination stage. 

As the rains in January were not adequate to begin to regenerate pasture, livestock feed shortage still persists in most Belg 
growing areas and currently agropastoralist are relying on crop residue and reserves for feed. Availability of water is sufficient 
for the time being but lower compared to normal.  

Current cereal prices in Belg producing areas in North and South Wollo and Southern Tigray Zone are influenced by the decline 
in supply from drought affected nearby Meher producing areas. Unlike the normal trend where staple price starts to increase 
in April/May, this year staple prices in these areas started to increase in late 2015. Staple food market prices are also higher 
compared to last year. Sorghum prices in January 2016 were 16 percent higher than January 2015 in Legambo market. Poor 
livestock body conditions and increased supply on markets have resulted in a decline in cattle and sheep prices compared to 
normal. On Legambo market in January 2016 oxen and sheep prices were respectively 18 and 7 percent lower compared to 
the same period last year. 

Although levels of acute malnutrition in some Woredas have GAM below 10 percent, CHD screening results in recent months 
in a number of Belg major producing Woredas reveal a deterioration in the nutrition situation.   For instance, the proportion 
of children with GAM in Bugna Woreda in North Wollo Zone in November 2015 was 26 percent. Likewise, 15.4 percent and 
16.9 percent of children in Mekdela and Tenta Woredas, respectively, had mid-upper arm circumferences indicating GAM in 
November.  

With 2015 harvests well below average, households have depleted their food stocks much earlier than normal. Market access 
is challenged by low incomes and increased staple food prices. With many households facing significant difficulty meeting 
their basic food needs during this early lean season period, the area is currently in Crisis (IPC Phase 3).  

Assumptions 

No additional assumptions other than the national assumptions described above have been used. 

Most Likely Food Security Outcomes 

Households in Belg-benefitting areas of northeastern Amhara and Tigray Regions are already experiencing an early start to 
their lean season following limited harvests in 2015. Continued limited incomes from wage labor opportunities and livestock 
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sales come in the face of above-average staple food prices. Household food access is not expected to improve through the 
end of the lean season, as the area remains in Crisis (IPC Phase 3) through June. Although staple food prices are not expected 
to decline significantly after June, the anticipated near-normal Belg harvests in June following the expected near-normal Belg 
rains will improve household food access. New harvest stocks are expected to improve the food security situation in this area 
to Stressed (IPC Phase 2) between June and September.  

SNNPR: Lowlands of Sidama, Gamo Gofa, Wolayita, Hadiya, Kambata Tambaro, Gurage, and Silte Zones, and 
Halaba Special Woreda 

Current Situation 

Following moderate Sapie rainfall in January that helped the development of root crops, mainly sweet potato, unusually dry 
weather condition prevailed in February. Usually, Belg rains start in February in most parts of the region with a precipitation 
ranging 25 -50 mm on average. However, this year Belg seasonal rains had not yet started in February. 

Harvests of the 2015 Meher completed in most parts and land preparation for Belg planting has started extensively since mid-
January using the available moisture from Sapie rains. In addition to this planting, mainly for maize and taro, started earlier 
than usual in most western parts of the region as well as in some areas of Dawro and Wolayita, and Kambata Tambaro Zone 
where relatively better moisture is available. The sweet potato planted in most central parts of the region in 
October/November is currently found at its normal growth stage. Though it is below average, the Sapie rains in January were 
beneficial for the growth of root crops, land preparation and to start planting of some Belg crops.  

The moisture obtained during November and October followed by the Sapie rains in January contributed to improving pasture 
and water availability in the south and western part of the region. However, it was not adequate to fully regenerate pasture 
and water in the lowland areas along the rift valley. As a result, most farmers began using crop residues to feed their livestock 
earlier than normal, depleting these resources. The scarcity of pasture and water is again emerging following the dry weather 
conditions since December 2015 particularly in the lowlands of Gurage, Silite, Kambata Tambaro, Hadiya and Sidama Zones 
and Halaba special Woreda. As a result, livestock body conditions are weak and milk production is low compared to normal. 
No livestock disease outbreak reported. Though it is not completely able to address the critical water shortage, Government 
has started water trucking for about 36 Kebeles of 8 Woredas in Silite and in some localized areas of Sodo and Mareko 
Woredas of Gurage Zones. Moreover, molasses and other commercial livestock feed have been distributed to the worst-
affected households in Silite and Halaba special Woreda. 

The price of most grains have shown slight increases compared to the previous months and the same month of previous 
years. The increase in prices started a month earlier than normal. The main reason is attributed to low supply of grains to the 
local market due to below-average harvest from the recent Meher. For example, on Hosanna market maize and wheat prices 
increased by about seven and three percent respectively compared to December 2015 whereas the increase was 16 and 6 
percent respectively compared to same month last year. The current prices of maize and wheat are about 18 and 25 percent 
higher respectively than the five-year average. Livestock prices are generally stable. Prices of coffee declined significantly and 
has had a resulting effect on coffee labor incomes during the October to December 2015, ultimately affecting saving to be 
used for food purchase starting February 2016. 

Although TFP admissions in SSNPR December 2015 were five percent lower than the previous month, they were 55 percent 
higher than December 2014 and 20 percent higher than the December average of 2012 to 2014. Areas with particularly high 
TFP admissions in December 2015 were mainly in the lowlands of Gamo Gofa, Hadiya, Sidama, Gurage Zones and Halaba 
special Woreda.  

Despite the below-average 2015 Meher production, the new harvest was able to improve household food access from 
October to December 2015. Own production stocks are now becoming exhausted as agricultural labor incomes decline due 
to high completion. At the same time, high staple food prices restrict market access. Many poor households face difficulty 
meeting their basic food needs as these areas are in Crisis (IPC Phase 3). 
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Assumptions  

In addition to the national assumptions above, the projected food security outcomes for these areas of SNNPR are based on 
the following assumptions: 

 Yield from Sweet potato in March and total Belg production in Jun/July are likely to be average due to the anticipated 

normal rainfall from February to May.  

Most Likely Food Security Outcomes  

Below-average own production from the past seasons, the decline in labor incomes and anticipated staple food price increase 
from February to May will limit food access of most poor households, particularly in the lowlands of Sidama, Gamo Gofa, 
Wolayita, Hadiya, Kambata Tambaro, Gurage, Silite Zones and Halaba Special Woreda. These areas are likely to remain in 
Crisis (IPC Phase 3) through May 2016. However, their food security outcomes are expected to improve starting in June 2016 
due to the anticipated improved food availability from harvest production, income from harvest labor opportunities and 
stabling food prices following June/July average Belg production. As a result, these areas are likely to improve to Stressed 
(IPC Phase 2) acute food insecurity between June and September. 

EVENTS THAT MIGHT CHANGE THE OUTLOOK 
 
Table 1: Possible events over the next eight months that could change the most-likely scenario. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ABOUT SCENARIO DEVELOPMENT 
To project food security outcomes, FEWS NET develops a set of assumptions about likely events, their effects, and the probable responses 
of various actors. FEWS NET analyzes these assumptions in the context of current conditions and local livelihoods to arrive at a most likely 
scenario for the coming eight months. Learn more here. 

Area Event Impact on food security outcomes 

Belg-producing 

areas 
A late start and/or below average 

amount of Belg rains from February to 

May 2016  

Below-average 2016 Belg production would contribute to 

exacerbating food security outcomes in 2015 drought-

affected areas 

Pastoral areas A late start and/or below average 

amount of Belg rains from February to 

May 2016 and Kiremt rains from June to 

September 

Livestock body conditions would deteriorate even 

further, and productivity would decline. Reduced milk 

production and reduced income from livestock sales 

would likely follow with sever implications for acute food 

security outcomes expected in northern pastoral areas.  

Central and 

eastern Ethiopia 

Delays in humanitarian assistance 

delivery and/or in the distribution of 

PSNP resources through May 

Significantly worse food security outcomes would be 

expected in 2015 drought-affected areas. 

Central and 

eastern Ethiopia 

Availability of timely and adequate 

resources to address the existing 

resource gaps for the humanitarian 

appeal through September 

Emergency food assistance funding beyond June would 

contribute to averting the ongoing food security 

Emergency. 

http://www.fews.net/our-work/our-work/scenario-development

