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HIGHLIGHTS 

  

• Partners are 
implementing CERF-
funded anticipatory action 
projects to mitigate the 
impact of drought and 
prevent a food security 
crisis. 
 

• The Federal and Regional 
Governments are 
preparing to implement a 
phased return/relocation 
plan for conflict-displaced 
people (IDPs) in various 
parts of the country ahead 
of the Kiremt/summer 
rainy season. 
 
 

 

  
 

Anticipatory action to mitigate drought impact  
The United Nations Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF) has approved US$20 
million for drought anticipatory action in Ethiopia. The aim is to mitigate the impact of drought 
by implementing relevant and timely interventions before a drought situation turns into a 
devastating food security crisis. This initiative is targeting chronically drought-hit areas in the 
southern, south-eastern, and north-eastern parts of the country. A number of projects have 
kicked-off after the agreed triggers in the Anticipatory Action Framework were met, including 
the forecast of below average spring rains and the level of food insecurity.  

A number of UN agencies are leading key projects. The United Nations Food and Agriculture 
Organisation (FAO) has an intervention targeting 117,000 households in Afar, Somali and 
SNNP Regions, aiming to ensure adequate food consumption levels and protect the 
livelihood of vulnerable households. UNICEF is implementing anticipatory nutrition, WASH, 
education and child protection activities; and together with UNFPA and UNHCR, is 
undertaking protection mainstreaming activities to mitigate drought-related protection risks 
such as gender-based violence. Meanwhile, WHO is strengthening Rapid Response Teams 
(RRTs). Training and deployment of RRTs is completed or ongoing in identified Woredas, 
while the procurement and deployment of necessary materials is ongoing. 

 

Government plans to return IDPs ahead of the 
rainy season 
The Federal and Regional Governments are preparing to implement a phased 
return/relocation plan for conflict-displaced people (IDPs) in various parts of the country 
ahead of the Kiremt/summer rainy season (June-September). The plan is to return/relocate 
IDPs in Shire (North Western Tigray) l first, particularly those sheltered in schools and 
universities. According to IOM, as of April, there are over 1.6 million displaced people within 
Tigray, with the highest concentration of IDPs in Shire. The lack of basic services and 
security in areas designated for return could pause challenges to ensure adherence to the 
international principles of return (voluntariness, safety and dignity, and sustainability).   

The Government has indicated their commitment to work with international partners to 
ensure a principled IDP return and ensure unfettered access to the region. This was 
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HIGHLIGHTS 

 

• According to the East 
Wellega Zonal Disaster 
Risk Management Office 
(DRMO), the number of 
conflict-displaced people 
(IDP) in East Wollega 
Zone has reached 55,163 
(9,825 households) 
following the recent wave 
of insecurity.  
 

• The latest edition of the 
Famine Early Warning 
Systems Network (FEWS 
NET) indicated that a 
Widespread Emergency 
(IPC Phase 4) and Crisis 
(IPC Phase 3) outcomes 
are likely across Tigray 
through at least 
September. Worst-
affected populations in 
eastern, central, and 
northwestern areas are 
likely to be in Catastrophe 
(IPC Phase 5). 

communicated by the Deputy Prime Minister of the Federal Republic of Ethiopia during a 
consultative meeting with humanitarian agencies and members of the diplomatic community 
in Addis Ababa on 3 June Meanwhile, partners working in North Western Tigray have been 
informed of the return and location plan. 

 

Over 55,000 persons newly displaced in East 
Wellega 
According to the East Wellega Zonal Disaster Risk Management Office (DRMO), the number 
of conflict-displaced people (IDP) in East Wollega Zone has reached 55,163 (9,825 
households) following the recent wave of insecurity in Limmu, Haro Limmu and Guto Gida 
Woredas of East Wellega Zone [Oromia] and Yaso and Soge Woredas of Kamashi Zone 
[Benishangul Gumuz]. The security situation in the Wellega Zones remains volatile due to 
the presence of armed groups, with significant humanitarian consequences, including 
displacement and loss of lives and livelihood. The insecurity has forced some humanitarian 
agencies to suspend their operations.  

Ahead of the elections, law and enforcement measures have been put in place by the 
Regional Government, including a the imposition of a curfew imposed on three-wheel 
vehicles (bajaj) in Kellem Wellega and West Wellega Zones. This is in addition to random 
searches by Government security forces in major towns, including Nekemte,.  

Catastrophe (IPC Phase 5) outcomes likely in 
parts of Tigray: FEWS NET  

The latest edition of the 
Famine Early Warning 
Systems Network (FEWS 
NET) indicated that a 
Widespread Emergency (IPC 
Phase 4) and Crisis (IPC 
Phase 3) outcomes are likely 
across Tigray through at least 
September. Worst-affected 
populations in eastern, central, 
and northwestern areas are 
likely to be in Catastrophe (IPC 
Phase 5). The ongoing conflict 
is significantly restricting 
millions of households' access 
to their sources of food and 
income. The Government of 
Ethiopia and partners continue 
to assist people in need but 
multiple areas remain 
inaccessible across central, 

southern, eastern, and northwestern Tigray. From 27 March to 31 May (since the start of 
round 1 food distribution of 2021), the three main food operators assisted 2,839,373 people 
with 48,170 metric tons (MT) of food in 58 Woredas across Mekelle town, Eastern, Western, 
Central, North-western, Southern, and South-Eastern Zones. As millions of households face 
large food consumption gaps, high levels of acute malnutrition and increased mortality are 
likely occurring. Please find the link to the full document here: https://bit.ly/3v4LBFn 

 

 

Figure 1 Projected food security outcomes, May 2021. Credit: 
FEWS NET 

https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Situation%20Report%20-%20Ethiopia%20-%20Tigray%20Region%20Humanitarian%20Update%20-%2020%20May%202021.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Situation%20Report%20-%20Ethiopia%20-%20Tigray%20Region%20Humanitarian%20Update%20-%2020%20May%202021.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Situation%20Report%20-%20Ethiopia%20-%20Tigray%20Region%20Humanitarian%20Update%20-%2020%20May%202021.pdf
https://bit.ly/3v4LBFn
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HIGHLIGHTS 

• From 24 to 28 May, 
OCHA Access Unit, in 
collaboration with the 
Centre of Competence on 
Humanitarian Negotiation 
(CCHN), facilitated a peer 
workshop to strengthen 
humanitarian workers’ 
skills to analyze and 
negotiate in complex 
humanitarian 
environments in Ethiopia.  
 

• According to the May 
FAO desert locust report, 
there was a steady 
decline in desert locusts 
across Ethiopia during the 
2021 dry season. 
However, there is still a 
likelihood of hatching and 
formation of small hopper 
bands in northern Somali 
Region, eastern and 
southern Oromia Region, 
and southern SNNP 
Region through mid-June. 
 

   

 

OCHA Access Unit facilitates peer workshop for 
humanitarian negotiations in Ethiopia  
From 24 to 28 May, OCHA Access Unit, in collaboration with the Centre of Competence on 
Humanitarian Negotiation (CCHN), facilitated a peer workshop to strengthen humanitarian 
workers’ skills to analyze and negotiate in complex humanitarian environments in Ethiopia. 
The workshop provided 
participating humanitarian 
workers an opportunity to 
network, understand the 
challenges they face in their 
negotiations on the ground, 
learn from other participants’ 
experience in the field of ways 
to navigate complex situations 
as well as learn to use practical 
tools to be better prepared.  

The sessions focused on 
strategic planning and critical 
thinking in complex 
environments, context analysis 
and network assessment, 
analysis of interests and 
motives of the counterpart, 
setting objectives and priorities 
in frontline negotiations and defining scenarios and red lines in a negotiation.  

 

Persistent risks of desert locusts in parts of 
Somalia, Oromia and SNNP  
According to the May FAO desert locust report, there was a steady decline in desert locusts 
across Ethiopia during the 2021 dry season. However, there is still a likelihood of hatching 
and formation of small hopper bands in northern Somali Region, eastern and southern 
Oromia Region, and southern SNNP Region through mid-June. The newly formed swarms 
are expected to move to Afar Region for summer breeding in August and September where 
above-normal rains are forecasted.  

The overall level of desert locust swarms is expected to be lower than last year due to control 
operations and lower rainfall. Consequently, the overall impact on crops and pasture is 
anticipated to be lower in 2021 compared to 2019 and 2020.  

In addition to aerial operations, ground survey and control teams will play an important role 
in finding and reducing hopper band infestations this month before they hatch and form a 
new generation of immature swarms from late June to July.  

 

 

Figure 2 Humanitarian negotiation workshop held in Dire 

Dawa, Ethiopia.   Photo Credit: Nickie/OCHA     

For further information, please contact:  
Malda Nadew, Head, Strategic Communication Unit, nadew@un.org, Tel. (+251) 953852223 
Mengistu Dargie, National Public Information and Reporting Officer, dargie@un.org, Tel. (+251) 911742381 
Michael Arunga Obare, OCHA Operations and Advocacy Division, New York, arunga@un.org 
Twitter - https://twitter.com/OCHA_Ethiopia, Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/OCHAinEthiopia/ 
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