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Contributions are welcome. Please submit to UN OCHA by Thursday 16:30hrs, Email: ocha-eth@un.org 

Key Issues 
 
 The scabies outbreak in 

Amhara region – a highly 
contagious disease - 
needs urgent cross-sector 
intervention.  
 

 Acknowledging the need 
for a rapid scale up of 
nutrition intervention, 
OCHA’s Humanitarian 
Response Fund called on 
all interested and eligible 
partners to apply for 
funding. At present, 
nutrition partners are only 
responding in 89 (of 142) 
humanitarian hotspot 
priority one woredas and 
40 (of 189) priority two 
woredas.  
 

 Funding for humanitarian 
commodities for early 
2016 is urgently needed 
now, to take account of 
three to five months 
procurement and 
transportation lead time.  

 

 

Donors	are	urgently	requested	to:	
	

•	Provide	additional	funding	to					
				address	current	(2015)	needs	

 Bring	forward	2016	funds	now	
	

•	Review	options	to	re‐programme			
			existing	development	funding	for					
				priority	humanitarian	response	
	

•	Seek	additional	resources	
	

•	Support	country‐level	pooled	funds			
(OCHA’s	Humanitarian	Response	Fund	
(HRF)	and	the	emergency	funds	
managed	by	USAID	and	ECHO)	

 
 

Planning and prioritization 
September 2015 SAM admissions are 20 per cent higher than in any other year  
Contrary to normal years, the number of severely malnourished (SAM) children under five 
years admitted to therapeutic feeding program this year continued to increase month-on-
month since January. In September, SAM admissions showed a seasonal decrease of 19 
per cent from 43,391 cases in August to 35,216 cases in September (84 per cent 
reporting). Nevertheless, national levels of severe acute malnutrition admissions for 
September are 20 per cent higher than any other year recorded for the same month.  
Amhara region recorded the highest ever monthly SAM admissions in September (6,489 
cases), driven much like in other drought-hit areas, by failed rains, coupled with the 
absence or late general food assistance and supplemental feeding for moderately 
malnourished children under  five years and pregnant and breastfeeding mothers. 
 
The scabies outbreak in Amhara region needs urgent cross-sector intervention 
Limited protected water sources increase hygiene issues, leading to increased reports of 
water-related public health concerns. At present, a scabies outbreak is reported in at 
least 20 woredas in East Gojam, North Gonder, South Wollo and Waghimra, zones 
(Amhara region). Some 88,905 cases were reported in six woredas of Waghimra zone 
alone. The Ministry of Health is dispatching required medication to the affected areas, but 
the scale of the crisis requires cross-sector interventions, notably health and WaSH. The 
highly contagious nature of the disease calls for immediate scaling up of the on-going 
operations in order to contain it. As the drought deepens, these types of regionalised 
outbreaks are expected against a backdrop of severe malnutrition. 

 
Government leads national disaster response 
The El Niño-caused drought emergency is worsening and is worryingly underfunded 
despite repeated calls by the Ethiopian government and humanitarian partners for 
additional funds to meet increased 2015 needs and mitigate the impact of expected 2016 
needs. Funding for humanitarian commodities for early 2016 is urgently needed now, to 
take account of three to five months procurement and transportation lead time. Given a 
dearth of funding support, the Ethiopian government is now covering humanitarian 
hotspots that were previously covered by humanitarian partners. Much of the 
Government’s resources used for the response were planned for market stabilization and 
re-supply of emergency food reserves.   
 
At least 50,000MT of wheat from the Government’s food reserve and 300MT of oil (of 
5,000MT planned) is being distributed in areas with the worst humanitarian indicators; 
6,800MT of maize (of 50,000MT planned) has also been distributed. Emergency livestock 
and water interventions are also underway, including distribution of livestock feed and 
livestock destocking; rehabilitation of dysfunctional water wells, water trucking support 
and distribution of water treatment chemicals. As the dry season progresses, increasing 
number of people are suffering from water shortages. Women and girls are being forced 
to travel up to 30kms daily in some areas to the nearest water source. The deaths of 
livestock, including donkeys is also putting an additional burden on women and girls as 
they are now carrying loads, which otherwise would have been carried by their donkeys. 
For more information, contact ocha-eth@un.org   

Ethiopia is battling its worst drought in decades: The impact of the failed spring belg rains was 

compounded by the arrival of the El Niño weather conditions that weakened summer kiremt rains 

that feed 80 to 85 per cent of the country. This greatly expanded food insecurity, malnutrition and

devastated livelihoods across six affected regions of the country. The level of acute need across

virtually all humanitarian sectors has already exceeded levels seen in the Horn of Africa drought of

2011 and is projected to be far more severe throughout an 8-month period in 2016.  


