
 

 
 

 

WEEKLY HUMANITARIAN HIGHLIGHTS IN ETHIOPIA                                       21 April 2014 

Contributions are welcome. Please submit to UN OCHA by Thursday 16:30hrs,  Email: ocha-eth@un.org

 
Key Events 

 Assessment results in Boricha and Dale woredas of SNNPR suggest that the under-estimation of relief food 
beneficiaries and the absence/delay in Targeted Supplementary Feeding (TSF) interventions are likely parts of the 
reasons for the high increase in TFP admissions in the areas.  

 The rate of distribution of relief food supplies remains low. As of 16 April, 58 per cent of the first round of relief food 
for 2014 was distributed. The seventh round of relief food assistance for 2013 was still being distributed as of the 
same date (93 per cent). 

 The six UNICEF-supported trucks in Tigray region ceased operation last week after the full utilization of the 
allocated funds. As of 14 April, the 2014 humanitarian requirements for the WASH sector was 0.02 per cent funded.  

 South Sudanese refugees continue to arrive in Gambella region at a rate of 800 to 1,000 people per day.   

Nutrition Update 
In February, 16,663 severely malnourished (SAM) children were admitted to Therapeutic Feeding Program sites (TFP) (71.5 
per cent reporting). Looking at regional trends, TFP admissions increased in SNNPR from 4,251 in January to 4,639 in 
February, which conforms to the seasonal trend. A joint monitoring team assessed the nutrition situation in four of the five 
woredas in SNNPR that reported significant increase in TFP admissions in January and February, including Boricha, Dale, 
Demba Gofa and Halaba woredas. The assessment results in Boricha and Dale woredas suggest that the under-estimation 
of relief food beneficiaries and the absence/delay in Targeted Supplementary Feeding (TSF) interventions are likely parts of 
the reasons for the high increase in TFP admissions in the areas. Similarly, in East Hararge zone of Oromia region, the TFP 
admissions increased by 28.6 per cent between January and February. Despite the similar increase rate registered the 
same time last year, the February 2014 caseload is 18.7 per cent higher compared to February 2013. The lack of TSF 
interventions in nutrition hotspot priority one woredas is likely to be among the major reasons for the higher TFP caseload 
this year.    

In Amhara region, TFP admissions decreased by 5.3 per cent between January and February (93 per cent reporting). The 
rate is 25.2 per cent lower compared to the same period in 2013. The decrease is partly associated with the overall good 
food security situation in the region. However, the Federal ENCU is closely monitoring 13 nutrition hostpot woredas in 
Amhara and urging partners to strengthen nutrition interventions in the areas. For more information, contact 
isaack.manyama1@gmail.com 

Relief food update 
As of 16 April, 88 per cent of the first round of relief food assistance was dispatched, and 58 per cent of the ration 
distributed. The dispatch of the second round relief food ration cannot start before the warehouses are emptied from the first 
round relief food stock. The seventh round for 2013 was still being distributed as of the same date (93 per cent). For more 
information, contact wfp.addisababa@wfp.org 

WASH Update 
During the past week, most parts of Afar and Somali regions and parts of drought-prone areas in Oromia region continued to 
receive good seasonal rainfall. As of 17 April, the national water trucking request remained at 49 trucks: Afar (8), Amhara 
(3), Oromia (21), Somali (9) and Tigray (8).  As of the same date, 26 trucks – down from 32 trucks a week ago – were 
operational throughout the country, leaving a gap of 23 trucks in Afar (1), Amhara (2), Oromia (5), Somali (9) and Tigray (6) 
regions. The six UNICEF-supported trucks in Tigray region ceased operation last week after the full utilization of the 
allocated funds. As of 14 April, the 2014 humanitarian requirements for the WASH sector was 0.02 per cent funded.  

Meanwhile, the Government and WASH partners continue to invest in sustainable water schemes. Last week, UNICEF 
supported the rehabilitation of five water systems in West Arsi zone of Oromia region, benefitting 30,000 people. The 
implementation of the Joint Action Plan (JAP) in eight woredas in Afar region and 10 woredas in Somali region continues. 
For more information, contact awesterbeek@unicef.org 

Refugee Update 
South Sudanese refugees continue to arrive in Gambella region at a rate of 800 to 1,000 people per day, mainly through the 
Pagak entry point. As of 15 April, 96,213 South Sudanese refugees were registered in the region. The majority of the new 
arrivals are still women and children, including unaccompanied minors. UNHCR and ARRA, with IOM support, are 
expediting the relocation of the new arrivals to camps before the seasonal rains make road and boat transportation difficult 
or impossible. Currently, Leitchor and Kule camps are above capacity hosting 43,228 people and 36,340 people, 
respectively (both camps had a holding capacity of 30,000 people). A smaller number of refugees are relocated to Okugu 
(5,227 people) and Pugnido (1,779 people) camps. More than 9,600 people await relocation in Akobo Tiergol (5,312 
people), Pagak (4,000 people) and Pochalla (327 people) entry points. A new camp site (Kule 2) with a capacity of 30,000 
people was identified, while the extension work on Leitchor camp is in progress.     

Meanwhile, UNHCR, ARRA and partners continued to provide basic assistance to the new arrivals at the major entry points 
and in camps, including shelter, food and non-food item supplies, WASH and health services. The refugees are arriving in 
an increasingly poor health and nutritional condition. Some 5,013 malnourished refugee children were enrolled in nutrition 
programs, while 3,990 pregnant and breastfeeding mothers benefitted from a blanket supplementary feeding intervention. 
For more information, contact: GETACHEW@unhcr.org 
    

No information received from Agriculture and Health sectors this week 


