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Below average Belg production is expected in the northeastern parts of the country 
KEY MESSAGES 
 
• The delayed onset, erratic distribution, and below average 

rainfall totals of the February to May 2013 Belg rains in 
eastern areas of Amhara and Tigray Regions have led to well 
below average planted area for Belg crops and poor crop 
performance. As a result, the Belg harvest in June/July is 
expected to be well below average. Poor households in 
these areas will not receive much, if any, new supply of food 
between now and September 2013.  

• Gu/Genna rains in the southern and southeastern pastoral 
areas continued with normal distribution patterns this April 
and May. These rains have improved pasture, browse, and 
water availability, leading to improved livestock body 
conditions and milk productivity. 

• The below average total season rainfall of recent and 
current seasons, including the current March to May Sugum 
rains in northern parts of Afar and Gu rains in parts of Siti 
Zone in northern Somali Region, have meant that pasture, 
browse, and water are in short supply, leading to 
deteriorating livestock body conditions and productivity, 
reducing households’ access to milk and the number of 
saleable animals. 

 
CURRENT SITUATION 
 
• Belg rains started late, often not until March, but they 

picked up in early April. However, rainfall amounts were 
below average in late April and early May, further 
diminishing the performance of Belg crops in the Belg-
producing areas of eastern Amhara and Tigray Regions. The 
area planted with Belg crops is only 29 percent of the five-
year average in Amhara Region. The rain in Belg producing 
areas of Amhara and Tigray Regions has had erratic and 
uneven spatial and temporal distribution since March. The 
majority of the crops are at the vegetative and growth 
stages, but there are places where the planted crop has 
already wilted or not germinated at all. In addition, out of 
the nine woredas in North Shoa Zone in Oromia Region that 
receive Belg rains and typically plant Belg crops, five have not planted Belg crops due to the moisture stress. On the 
other hand, land preparation and planting for Meher crops in Amhara and Tigray Regions are proceeding with normal 
timing.  

• Despite a shortage of seeds for short-cycle Belg crops, the near average to above average total February to May Belg 
rainfall in many parts of East and West Hararghe Zones in Oromia Region allowed an increase in area planted since 
mid-April. Currently, short-cycle, Belg crops in these zones are at the vegetative and growth stages while the planted, 

Figure 1. Projected food security outcomes, May to 
June 2013 
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Figure 2. Projected food security outcomes, July to 
September 2013 
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This map represents acute food insecurity outcomes relevant for 
emergency decision-making, and does not necessarily reflect 
chronic food insecurity. For more information on this scale, please 
visit http://www.fews.net/foodinsecurityscale. 
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long-cycle, Meher crops are at the germination and vegetative stages. There are reports of army worm infestation in 
East Hararghe Zone, where the damage is currently being assessed. Nearly 30 percent of the five-year planted area 
average has already been planted with Meher crops, and long-cycle crop planting, in particular, is proceeding well. 
Meher crops can continue to be planted into early June. 

• Near average performance of the February to May Belg 2013 rains continued in Southern Nations, Nationalities, and 
Peoples’ Region (SNNPR), including areas where the start of the rains was late by three to four weeks. Despite the 
uneven spatial distribution of the rains at the start of the season, the cumulative total rainfall is normal to above 
normal in most areas. The heavy rainfall in the midland and highland areas of Sidama, Wolaita, and adjacent areas 
continued to cause localized flooding in Humbo in Wolaita and Loka Abaya in Sidama Zone as the Blate River 
overflowed. This has affected more than 3,500 people since April 2013 by leading to livestock deaths, damaging houses 
and infrastructure, and damaging over 600 hectares (ha) of crops.  

• The majority of Belg crops in SNNPR are currently at the growth and vegetative stages, and they are around three 
weeks behind normal in their development. The perennial crops, including coffee, and the annual Belg crops are 
generally in normal condition due to normal rainfall performance since March. Land preparation and planting of long-
cycle Meher crops particularly in Guraghe Zone, Silte Zone, and Halaba Special Woreda has been completed in May, 
following its normal timing. However, army worm infestation towards the end of April over large areas in South Omo, 
Segen, and Gamo Gofa Zones damaged crops including maize, sorghum, and teff in more than 63,000 ha of land. Due to 
much below average area planted and the moisture deficit in January/February 2013, there has been little or no sweet 
potato production from March to May in the root crop-dependent areas in SNNPR.  

• The total amount of both the March to May Gu rains in most part of Siti (formerly Shinile) Zone in northern Somali 
and the March to May Sugum rains in Afar Region has been below average. However, in the southern and 
southeastern pastoral and agropastoral areas, the March to May Gu/Genna rains have had normal to above normal 
totals. This includes areas in southern Somali Region, Borena, Guji, and the lowlands of Bale Zone in Oromia Region. 
Following the good performance of rains, most rangelands are substantially regenerated, and pasture, browse, and 
water conditions across the majority of southern and southeastern pastoral areas are adequate. Nevertheless, some 
pocket areas in Jarar (formerly Deghabur) and Nogob (formerly Fik) Zones in Somali Region and in the central and 
northeastern parts of Afar Region are still experiencing moderate water and pasture shortages due to poor 
performance of current March to May Sugum/Gu rains.  

• Due to above average total March to May Gu/Genna rains, agricultural activities are normally timed in most 
agropastoral areas of Somali, Afar, and Oromia Regions. Long-cycle crops planting is almost complete in Siti, Fafan, 
and Jarar Zones in Somali Region and the lowlands in Bale Zone in Oromia Region. These crops are now at the 
germination stage. Along the Shabelle and Genale Rivers, some agropastoralists planted maize as a supplementary 
fodder source as the flood waters receded. On the other hand, land preparation in agropastoral areas of Doboweyn 
and Kebridehar Woredas is delayed due to flooding in the Fafan Valley, particularly in Mara’ato, Elogaden, 
Nagadwayne, and Hanan Kebeles.  

• Livestock body conditions and milk yields have been improving with increased availability of pasture, browse, and 
water in most parts of the country, including the pastoral areas. No major livestock disease outbreaks have been 
reported.  

• The prices of food grains in April remained high or increased slightly in most markets in the highlands from March. The 
continued high prices are due to the decline in market supply as trader and market stocks from the October to January 
Meher harvest continue to decline. Similarly, cereal prices have been increasing since February and continued to do so 
into April in pastoral and agropastoral areas due to low local crop harvests from previous seasons and slowing 
imported supplies due to additional efforts to collect customs duties and tariffs on imported food commodities from 
Somalia.  

• Livestock prices have remained stable since December 2012 in most southern and southeastern pastoral areas, due to 
low seasonal demand. This affected the Terms of Trade (TOT) , so pastoralists are selling more livestock at these low 
prices in order to access food and nonfood needs. However, goat and sheep prices in most parts of the eastern 
marginal Meher producing areas and Afar Region increased from April to May due to the Ethiopian Easter holiday in 
early May that increased demand.  

• Admissions to Therapeutic Feeding Centers (TFCs) in March at the national level stood at about three percent higher 
than February, but in SNNPR, they increased by 67 percent, according to data from reporting TFCs with a similar 
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number reporting this year as last year. In addition, transportation delays of supplies have cause later than usual 
targeted supplementary feeding (TSF) for moderately malnourished children.  

 
UPDATED ASSUMPTIONS 
 
The current situation has not affected most of the assumptions used to develop FEWS NET’s most likely scenario for January 
to June 2013.  
 
PROJECTED OUTLOOK THROUGH JUNE 2013  
 
The delay in Belg planting, the reduction in area planted, and the erratic performance of Belg rains is likely to reduce Belg 
crop production in Amhara and Tigray Regions as well as in highland areas of East and West Hararghe Zones in Oromia 
Region. The delay in the start of Belg harvesting, especially if the start of the Kiremt rains in June further delays the harvest, 
would delay Meher crop planting. Accordingly, poor and very poor households in the Belg producing areas of Amhara and 
Tigray Regions and those in highland areas of East and West Hararghe Zones of Oromia Region will be in Crisis (IPC Phase 3) 
through September. On the other hand, income from livestock production is likely to improve access to food in the 
lowlands of East and West Hararghe Zones in Oromia Region, following the continued above average February to May Belg 
rains and later June to September Kiremt rains. Poor and very poor households in the lowlands of East and West Hararghe 
Zone will move from their current Crisis (IPC Phase 3) level of food insecurity to Stressed (IPC Phase 2) from July to 
September 2013 due to increasing income from livestock production. 
 
In SNNPR, the poor March to May sweet potato production and low household stocks from the below average October to 
December Meher harvest have left most households more market dependent than usual. With low income due to high 
competition for agricultural labor opportunities and high staple food prices, households will continue to face great difficulty 
securing adequate quantities and quality of food in May and June.  Consequently, poor and very poor households are likely 
to remain in Crisis (IPC Phase 3). On the other hand, the food security situation is expected to improve from July onwards 
following green consumption starting in July and then the Belg harvest. While the Belg harvest in July is expected to be 
slightly below average in SNNPR, primarily due to the late start of the rains, the majority of the households in SNNPR will 
have improved access to food from their own production from July through September. Also, seasonally increased income 
from agricultural labor, including from the Belg harvest along with Meher season activities will allow more households to 
meet more of both their food and non-food needs, putting most areas at Stressed (IPC Phase 2) from July to September. 
 
The above average total rainfall from the March to May Gu/Genna rains in Fafan (formerly Jijiga) Zone and most parts of 
southeastern Somali Region as well as Borena, Guji, and the Bale lowlands in Oromia Region is likely to improve the food 
security situation. Despite the rains, high local food prices limit food access for the poor and very poor who are likely to 
remain Stressed (IPC Phase 2) through September 2013. On the other hand, while the southern parts of Afar that had a 
relatively better March to May Sugum rains and will remain Stressed (IPC Phase 2), poor and very poor households in the 
remaining parts of Afar and Siti (formerly Shinile) Zone in Somali Region will continue in Crisis (IPC Phase 3) through 
September. 
 
SEASONAL CALENDAR FOR A TYPICAL YEAR 
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