
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

WFP Ethiopia  
Country Brief    
 
 
 

 

In Numbers 
 

7.6 million people targeted in the 2016 joint 

WFP-Government emergency relief response 
 

600,000 refugees in need of food assistance in 

2016  
 

 

 

WFP Assistance 

 

May 2016 

 

Highlights 

 Food consumption among people assisted through 

relief operations is showing some encouraging 

trends, but the situation remains critical for 10.2 

million people in need of food assistance.  
 

 WFP currently needs USD 426 million to support 7.6 

million drought affected people in 2016, and USD 

27 million to provide full rations to refugees hosted 

in Ethiopia for the rest of 2016. 
 

 On May 10 2016, the Government of Ethiopia and 

humanitarian partners released a Prioritisation 

Statement as a complement to the 2016 

Humanitarian Requirements Document (HRD), 

clarifying acute relief needs and major gaps that 
require urgent donor support for the rest of 2016. 

 

 
Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Total Received 

(in USD) 

 

6 Months 

Net Funding 

Requirements 

(in USD)* 

PRRO 200712 

Responding to 
Humanitarian Crises and 

Enhancing Resilience to 

Food Insecurity 

(Jul 2015 – June 2018) 

1.17 

billion 
336 m 
(29%) 

- 

PRRO 200700 

Food Assistance for 
Somali, Eritrean and 

Sudanese Refugee 

(Apr 2015 – Mar 2018) 

487.3 m 
184 m  
(38%) 

- 

DEV 200253 

Country Programme - 
Ethiopia 

(Jan 2012 – Jun 2016) 
333 m 

128 m  
(38%) 

10.7 m 
(80%)** 

SO 200711 

Provision of 

humanitarian air 

services in Ethiopia 
(Jan 2016 – Dec 2016) 

18 m 
9.3 m  
(52%) 

- 

SO 200752 

Construction of Geeldoh 

Bridge 

 

(Sep 2014 – Jul 2016) 

6.3 m 
6.5 m  

(104%) 
- 

SO 200358 

Construction and 

Management of the WFP 

Humanitarian Logistics 

Base at Djibouti Port 

 
(Jan 2012 – June 2016) 

29.4 m 
22 m  
(75%) 

- 

*June-November 2016, ** A budget revision is ongoing to extend this project. 

WFP supports government programmes to address 

hunger by providing food assistance where it adds 

value. WFP is running capacity development projects 

such as Purchase for Progress (P4P), food management 

improvement project (FMIP), conducting vulnerability 
assessment and mapping; and providing support in the 

area of disaster risk management.   

 

WFP’s Protracted Relief and Recovery Operation 

(PRRO) 200712 addresses acute food insecurity, 

currently exacerbated by the ongoing drought. The 

PRRO allows WFP to support and complement the 

government's social protection, disaster risk 

management and nutrition programmes by providing 

emergency food assistance, engaging productive 

safety net activities and addressing malnutrition. WFP 

and the Government’s National Disaster Risk 

Management Commission (NDRMC) are assisting 7.6 

million people in six regions identified for emergency 

food assistance in 2016.  

WFP’s PRRO 200700 provides food assistance to 

about 600,000 refugees in Ethiopia — 10 percent of 

the refugees receive a combination of cash and food 

in five camps. Refugee children attending primary 

school in 18 camps also benefit from the school 

meals programme. WFP also provides blanket 

supplementary feeding for pregnant and nursing 

women, and children aged 6 – 23 months in camps 

with high malnutrition rates. In addition, WFP 

supports targeted supplementary feeding programme 

for treatment of moderate acute malnutrition among 

children under five in all camps.   

The Country Programme (200253) comprises of: 

support to the Ethiopian Government in disaster risk 

management; school meals programme; support to 

people living with HIV and AIDS; and support to 

smallholder farmers through P4P. 

 

Credit: WFP/Daniel Arukwe Johansen  
Caption: Relief food distribution – Babille Woreda, 
Somali Region 
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Operational Updates 

 Heavy rains in the Somali region in May contributed to 
delayed distributions to people assisted by the relief 
operation. In addition, more than 150,000 people in the 
region were affected by floods resulting from the heavy 
rains. In response to a government request, WFP 

provided food assistance to 85,000 people affected by 
the floods.  

 WFP deployed regional targeted supplementary feeding 
(TSF) coordinators to all regions to augment the 
provision and scale-up of the programme. Preparations 
for the use of mobile health teams to provide TSF 
services in 18 woredas in Afar and 21 woredas in Somali 
region are underway. Provision of TSF using mobile 
health and Nutrition teams in Afar and Somali regions in 

two pilot woredas have commenced with ongoing training 
for the expansion of the initiative. 

 WFP is preparing to significantly scale up the ongoing 
support to the government to further augment the 
ongoing drought response, including staffing, operational 
needs, storage, equipment, and training. Augmentation 
of the NDRMC storage capacity has begun at the hub in 
Adama/Nazreth. Installation of five mobile storage units 
(MSUs) in Nazreth began in mid-May 2016, with 120 

MSUs planned for deployment. 

 Thanks to recent contributions for the refugee operation, 

WFP will increase cereal rations in the general 
distributions to 13.5 kg per person per month from 10 kg 
per person per month in all camps. In November 2015, 
WFP reduced the cereal portion of the general 
distributions because of funding shortfalls.   

 The annual nutrition survey conducted in Dollo Ado 
indicates that global acute malnutrition (GAM) rates are 
above 20 percent in the camps. In response to the high 
GAM rates, WFP will extend coverage of blanket 

supplementary feeding programme  for the prevention of 
moderate acute malnutrition to children aged 24-59 
months in Dollo Ado and reinstate SuperCereal in the 
general rations for all refugees.  

Challenges 

 WFP’s TSF Programme faces a partial pipeline break from 
October, and a full break from November with current 
funding levels including pledged contributions.  

 Currently, there are 800 final distribution points in the 
Somali region, which are presenting significant 

challenges to the logistics operations in terms of 
operational efficiency and effectiveness. WFP has 
proposed the reduction of food distribution points in this 
region from 800 to less than 600, in order to speed up 
the round cycles and provide more efficiency and 
effectiveness to WFP response.  

Partnerships 

WFP implements all operations in Ethiopia through 
partnerships. WFP, FAO and UNICEF have partnered to 
align their programmes towards resilience strengthening. 
Under the relief and PSNP activities, WFP is partnering with 
the NDRMC. WFP partners with the Ministry of Health, 

UNICEF and International NGOs in the implementation of 

the targeted supplementary feeding programmes. For the 
refugee operation, WFP works with UNHCR, Government’s 
Administration for Refugees and Returnees Affairs (ARRA) 
and International NGOs to implement nutrition 
interventions. For the country programme, WFP partners 
with the NDRMC and Ministry of Education to implement 
the school feeding programme; Ministry of Health for the 

HIV/AIDS programme; and the Federal Cooperatives 
Agency and the Agricultural Transformation Agency for 
P4P. WFP also partners with FAO in supporting the pilot 
home grown school feeding programme. 

 

 

                                                             

Country Background & Strategy 

 

Ethiopia is the second most populous country in Africa. 

The country has made impressive strides over the last 

20 years in reducing poverty and expanding 

investments in basic social services. According to the 

Ethiopia MDG Report for 2014, the number of people in 

absolute poverty fell from 48 percent in 1990 to an 

estimated 25 percent in 2013/2014. At the same time, 

the proportion of undernourished people fell from 

almost 75 percent in 1990/92 to a projected 32 percent 

in 2014/15 - thereby enabling Ethiopia to reach its 

MDG Hunger target. Despite strong economic gains and 

a comprehensive policy framework for development, 

the distribution of developmental gains remains 

uneven. Moreover, climate shocks are a major cause of 

humanitarian crises in Ethiopia. Since 2003, the 

country has faced five serious droughts affecting 

millions of people, the most recent of which unfolded 

over the course of 2015 and was compounded by the 

global El Niño event. 

Ethiopia is also host to the largest refugee population 

on the African Continent. Over 730,000 officially 

registered refugees from South Sudan, Somalia, 

Sudan, Eritrea and Kenya now reside in 26 camps 

located in five regional states including Afar, 

Benishangul-Gumuz, Gambella, Somali and Tigray. 

WFP Ethiopia’s Country Strategy focuses on disaster 

risk management and resource management; basic 

social services and agriculture markets and livelihoods. 

The overarching goal is to reduce hunger and 

contribution to Ethiopia’s transformation. WFP has been 

present in Ethiopia since 1968. 

Stunting: 40 percent of children 

between 6-59 months 

Donors 

Australia, Canada, DFID, ECHO, Egypt, Germany, Japan, 

Norway, Sweden, Switzerland, USAID 

 

 

 

 

2015 Human Development Index: 

174 out of 188 

Income Level: Low 

Contact info: Lilay Berhane (Lilay.Berhane@wfp.org) 

Country Director: John Aylieff  

Further information: www.wfp.org/countries/ethiopia  

 

Population: 97 million 

http://www.wfp.org/countries/ethiopia

