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Epidemiological Overview1  

Ethiopia has confirmed 399 cases as of 21 May comprising 292 males (73 
per cent) and 107 females (27 per cent). This is an increase of 127 cases 
since 14 May. So far, there are eight regions and two cities2 that have 
reported cases. 
 
Testing capacity has increased to nearly 4,000 per day bringing the total 
tested to 69,519 samples . As of 21 May, 849 people were under 
mandatory 14-day quarantine and 8,558 people have been discharged 
from quarantine. 

 
Funding Overview  
 
UNICEF’s current US$30 million response plan until the end of May 2020, 
has a 24 per cent funding gap. The response plan is currently being updated given the growing case load and to reflect 
our response strategy until the end of December 2020.  
 

 

 
1 All data from EPHI daily sitreps No. 113-119, Minister of Health updates @lia_tadesse, WHO and Government of Ethiopia statements. See also 
https://www.covid19.et/covid-19/ , https://ethiocovid19.info/ and https://covid-19.epseth.com/country-region/Addis-Ababa/language/en  
2 Afar, Amhara, Benishangul-Gumuz, Harari, Oromia, SNNP, Somali and Tigray 
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Highlights 
▪ The situation of children separated from their families and caregivers 
due to COVID-19 remains a major concern. In the past week, UNICEF has 
supported the reunification of 220 children with their parents or caregivers. 

 
▪ Following the development of a Costed Distance Learning Plan by the 
Ministry of Education and Regional Education Bureaus (REBs), with 
UNICEF and Save the Children support, nine regions are broadcasting 
radio and TV programs targeting an estimated 4.7 million primary and 
secondary school children (47 per cent are girls), an increase of 326,000 
in this reporting period.  

 
▪ Following the Government’s decision to recommence the measles 
vaccination campaign, UNICEF is providing support to operationalize this, 
including through purchase of personal protective equipment (PPE) for 
health workers. 
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Situation Overview 
 

Confirmed daily cases continue to rise 
A further 127 cases were confirmed in the past week, an increase of 46 per cent in the past week. While the majority of 
cases are still related to travel (47 per cent, 189 cases) and known contacts (34 per cent, 136 cases), community 
transmission is possible for  73 cases (18 per cent) where the source of infection has not been identified.  
 
Community based surveillance is underway in regions, in SNNPR for example, 5.8 million people are reported to have 
been screened through house-to-house monitoring between 15 April and 19 May 2020.3 A further 1.8 million travellers 
to the region were also screened at entry points. 
 

Preparedness and response actions 
 
Health  
The national measles vaccination campaign, which had been postponed due to the COVID-19 outbreak, is expected to 
commence shortly. The government is currently developing a plan to operationalize the campaign in the context of 
COVID-19 risks. A shortage of funding for personal protective equipment, is a key challenge. UNICEF is part of the team 
supporting the Federal Ministry of Health along with WHO to develop the operational plan and will procure a portion of 
the Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) required for health workers from local suppliers to support the Government’s 
needs. 
 

UNICEF has provided the Ethiopian Public Health Institute six vehicles for six months to support coordination and 

logistics for isolation and quarantine centres.  

 
UNICEF is supporting the continuation of essential health services in the context of COVID-19 pandemic.  For example, 
UNICEF supported the development of Oromia’s regional action plan for continuation of essential health services and 
the development of a performance monitoring tool for use at household, health post, health centre and hospital levels. 
UNICEF is also involved engaged with the teams deployed in Oromia and Somali regions for the monitoring of essential 
health services. 

 
Communication for Development (C4D) 
During this reporting period, UNICEF engaged and reached an estimated 565,780 people with communications for 
development (C4D) activities. This was a result of the implementation of the RCCE plan in regions which include 
awareness raising using religious and community leaders, mobile van promotions and education during house to house 
visits. The local events were also reinforced by regional and national mass media messages that include broadcasts of 
COVID-19 messages on BBC and Voice of America Somali services, as well as seven other Somali language radio 
stations to reach the pastoralist communities along the Ethio-Somalia border. 

 
WASH  
UNICEF has provided essential hygiene items to IOM for the use in quarantine centres in Addis Ababa. These include 
5,200 bars of soap, 6,000 plastic buckets, 150 hand sanitizers, 115 hand-washing containers, 33 disinfection kits (boots, 
heavy duty gloves and brooms), 13 chlorine sprayers for disinfection; and 50,400 aquatab strips for water purification. 
 
UNICEF has also signed an agreement with the local NGO - Relief Society of Tigray (REST) for COVID-19 response 
activities in Tigray. This project will target 414,000 women, men, and children with risk communication activities, 
including distribution of hygiene materials. 

 

Child Protection  
Following the designation of social workers who could potentially be seconded for the COVID-19 response by the 
Ministry of Women, Children and Youth (BoWCY), UNICEF facilitated the orientation of 13 social workers. The 
orientation focused on working with children in emergencies, available case management tools, and the basics of safety 
and self-care for the social workers.  
 

During the week under review, the BoWCY in Dire Dawa confirmed that 220 children (192 boys and 28 girls) had been 
reunified with their families. UNICEF facilitated the identification of, logistical support to and training of the social workers 
in Dire Dawa who provided the case management support. The respective BoWCYs in the different regions received 
the children and facilitated final reunification with the families and took over responsibility for follow up actions and 
support for the children and their families. 

 
3 SNNPR COVID-19 daily situation report, 19 May 2020 
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In Somali Region, 106 children (79 boys and 27 girls) who were among the 354 migrants that arrived from Djibouti during 
the week of 10 May, were profiled and registered by social workers. Family tracing is currently underway and child 
protection services (profiling, registration, family tracing and reunification as well as provision of dignity kits and other 
NFIs) were provided by the UNICEF supported social service workforce. In Amhara, a further 45 children (32 boys and 
13 girls) who returned from Djibouti and Saudi Arabia through Afar and stayed in the quarantine centers for 15 days, 
were reunified with their families through by UNICEF supported social workers.  Social workers in Addis Ababa provided 
psychological first aid to 11 Ethiopian migrants that were repatriated from Mozambique including one child. The child 
has been reunified with his family.  
 
In Benishangul-Gumuz, 11 children (8 boys and 3 girls) were provided mental health and psychosocial support (MHPSS) 
services by counsellors from the Bureau of Labour and Social Affairs (BoLSA) in collaboration with the Regional Health 
Bureau. UNICEF provided the counsellors with MHPSS tools; and covered their logistics costs through BoLSA.  

 
The registration of vital events has continued during COVID-19 supported by UNICEF funds. 1,775 children under 5 
were registered and received certificates through home to home visits by registrars in the Oromia region. This is a new 
approach by the Vital Events Registration Agency (VERA) as parents are not coming to the kebele for registration. 
Logistics costs were covered through UNICEF support.  

 
Social workers deployed by BoWCY in the Oromia region,  with UNICEF support led community sensitization awareness 
raising activities, door to door that included key messages on COVID-19, child protection and the prevention of gender-
based violence. Key messages focused on the symptoms and prevention of COVID-19, referral pathways and the 
importance of timely reporting of cases. 887 caregivers (406 males, 481 females) and 228 children (112 boys, 116 girls) 
were reached through the awareness raising activities. In addition, the regional BoWCY with support from UNICEF is 
contextualizing additional MHPSS materials aligned to the shared global resources/guidelines provided from UNICEF. 

 

Education  
Following the development of a Costed Distance Learning Plan by the Ministry of Education supported by UNICEF and 
Save the Children seven regions and two cities4  are broadcasting radio and television programs this week targeting 4.7 
million primary and secondary school children (47 per cent girls); an increase of approximately 326,000 children since 
last week.  
 
UNICEF’s financial support has enabled the Ministry of Education to provide 45 senior staff with internet access through 
wireless modems (dongles) to improve the communication capacity of its staff during the crisis. The internet connectivity 
has thus enhanced the Ministry’s coordination and planning capacity during COVID-19. 
  

In Oromia Region, UNICEF is working with the West Guji Zone Education Cluster (co-led by NRC), in coordination with 
the zone and woreda government education authorities, to prepare holistic safe school re-opening plans – which include 
the provision of hand washing facilities. UNICEF has translated the Global Safe School Guidelines into ‘Afan Oromo’ 
language which has been endorsed by the Oromia REB. This week, Oromia expanded its television reach, developing 
and broadcasting the core subjects in Amharic language for children in grades 7, 8 and 9. The region’s public television 
channel (known as Oromia Broadcasting Network-OBN), which has full coverage across all districts, is broadcasting TV 
education programmes. Community awareness campaigns are ongoing through OBN TV so that children and families 
are aware of the programming across the different learning platforms. 
 
With UNICEF support, the SNNPR REB has started radio broadcasting school lessons for grades 5 and 6; and via TV 
for grades 9 to 12. Radio learning is being delivered through 3 education radio stations and 9 local community FM 
stations, while the TV for secondary school students is delivered in partnership with the regional public television station. 
However, as a region that hosts multiple nationalities and language groups it is challenging to broadcast radio education 
to address the needs of all children. For example, delivering radio lessons for children in grades 1 to 4 using 32 mother-
tongues that are used for teaching and learning in the region has not yet been possible due to limited radio stations. 

 

Nutrition  
On-going monitoring of severe acute malnutrition (SAM) is in place and continues; with  474 health workers in Oromia, 

Benishangul Gumuz, SNNP and Amhara regions  being equipped during this reporting period to address the specific 

needs, with duty of care for children and their caregivers accessing treatment for SAM.  

 

 
4 (Addis Ababa, Amhara, Benishangul Gumuz, Dire Dawa, Gambella, Harari, Oromia, SNNP and Tigray) 
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To mitigate the secondary impact of COVID-19 restrictions, most notably travel restrictions on access and the delivery 

of SAM services; a  ‘catch-up campaign’ model has been shared with the Ministry of Health, to kick start and sustain 

SAM treatment and admissions; and to ensure the continuation of routine support including Vitamin A supplementation.   

 

 

Communication, Advocacy and Partnerships 
UNICEF Ethiopia advocacy and communication efforts for the past week focused on the importance of nutrition and 
specifically on the need to continue breastfeeding during COVID-19, encouraging mothers to breastfeed immediately 
after birth and exclusively breastfeed for six months. In the past week, UNICEF reached 800,000 people and over 50,000 
of them engaged on Facebook and Twitter alone. 
  
The story book “My Hero is You” was translated into Amharic and shared on social media, reaching nearly 130,000 
people. Ten easy ways to wash your hands, a video for children, was published on YouTube and shared on our social 
media. 
  
In response to COVID-19, UNICEF’s work with the Government of Ethiopia and partners to provide life-saving supplies 
to vulnerable communities and protect health workers has been highlighted in this short video. 
  
A story featuring a trauma psychologist giving parental tips during COVID-19 and her video 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Aq_ClWDQ6Bw explains mental health treatment that counselors use to help 
people overcome a psychological trauma or pain that needs to be addressed. 
  
This story on Innovation in action - UNICEF engineer designs hands-free handwashing stand has been shared on our 
website and social media. 
  
A regular update on COVID-19 shared with partners and donors focused on social protection titled - In Ethiopia, 
protecting vulnerable families becomes more urgent as COVID-19 takes its economic toll .  
 

Challenges  

 
As well as generating new humanitarian needs, anecdotal evidence suggests that the focus on COVID-19 prevention is 
already impacting on the delivery of essential services including screening for malnutrition, child health days and case 
management of vulnerable children.  UNICEF is actively engaging in advocacy for the continuation of these essential 
services noting the existing vulnerability of Ethiopia’s child population; and is actively engaging in initiatives to monitor 
service provision. Beyond advocacy, is also the very practical shortage of PPE to keep essential staff safe.  
 

  

Who to contact for 

further information: 

Adele Khodr  

UNICEF Ethiopia 

Representative 

UNICEF Ethiopia 

Tel: +251 11 5184001 

Fax: +251 11 5511628 

Email: akhodr@unicef.org  

 

Michele Servadei 

Deputy Representative 

UNICEF Ethiopia  

Tel: +251 11 5184001  

Fax: +251 11 5511628 

Email: mservadei@unicef.org  

Trevor Clark 

Chief, Field Operations and 

Emergency 

UNICEF Ethiopia 

Tel: +251 11 5184082 

Fax: +251 11 5511628 

Email: tclark@unicef.org 

https://twitter.com/UNICEFEthiopia/status/1262718441544351744
https://twitter.com/UNICEFEthiopia/status/1262718441544351744
https://twitter.com/UNICEFEthiopia/status/1262718441544351744
https://www.facebook.com/UNICEFETH/posts/2979167028830133:0
https://www.facebook.com/UNICEFETH/posts/2981174531962716
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AMGkJysvZaI&t=2s
https://www.unicef.org/ethiopia/stories/parents-too-need-time-out-during-covid-19-says-trauma-psychologist
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Aq_ClWDQ6Bw&feature=youtu.be
https://www.unicef.org/ethiopia/stories/innovation-action
https://www.unicef.org/ethiopia/stories/ethiopia-protecting-vulnerable-families-becomes-more-urgent-covid-19-takes-its-economic
https://www.unicef.org/ethiopia/stories/ethiopia-protecting-vulnerable-families-becomes-more-urgent-covid-19-takes-its-economic
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Annex A 

Summary of Programme Results  
UNICEF and IPs 

Cluster/Sector 

Response 

Sector 
Overall 
needs 

2020 

Target 

Total 

Results 

2020 

Refugee 

Target 

Total 

Refugee 

Results 

2020 

Target 

Total 

Results* 

Risk Communication and Community Engagement including social science  

Health           

# of people trained/oriented to 
sensitize the community on COVID-
19 prevention and control measures 

 5,000 2,438 1,000 -   

Number of people reached on 
COVID-19 through messaging on 
prevention and access to services5 

 30,000,000 
          

14,658,532  
 

700,000 -   

C4D        

Number of people engaged on 
COVID-19 through RCCE actions6 

 2,500,000 2,133,358 300,000 -   

Communication, Advocacy and 
Partnerships 

       

Number of people reached on 
COVID-19 through messaging on 
prevention and access to services, 
with a focus on social media 
engagement. 

 10,000,000 
13,817,1097 

 
753,3238 

 -   

Infection Prevention and Control 

Health         

Number of healthcare facilities staff 
and community health workers 
provided with Personal Protective 
Equipment 

 10,000 6,000 1,500 -   

WASH        

Number of people reached with 
critical WASH supplies (including 
hygiene items) and services9  

 

 1,584,113 1,743,750 30,000 32,000   

Number of people with access to 
basic sanitation services 

 500,000 42,300 200,000 0   

Number of health care facilities with 
improved sanitation10 

 100 98 15 6   

Prevent and address the secondary impact of the outbreak- minimize the human consequences of the outbreak 

Health        

Number of healthcare facility staff 
and community health workers 
trained in Infection Prevention and 
Control 

 550 0 50    

Education        

Number of  pre-primary and primary 
schools equipped with handwashing 
and school cleaning supplies 

 439 0 59    

Number of children supported with 
distance/home-based learning11 

 6,737,975 
       

 4,700,000 
 

29,542 653   

Number of schools implementing 
safe school protocols12 
 

 439 0 59    

 
5 This one directional communication that includes the Ethio-telecom initiative that replaces ringtones with COVID-19 prevention messages and 
broadcast of COVID-19 prevention and control messages through local media channels (TVs, Radio) 
6 These refer to two-dimensional communication activities 
7 Reach: On Facebook- 731,028 impressions; Twitter - 56,000 impressions; (13-20 May 2020) 
8 Engagement: Facebook 51,644 engaged Twitter - 784 engagements (13-20 May 2020) 
9  includes urban safety net beneficiaries with access to hygiene assets (soap, IEC materials etc) managed by the SPESI programme, funded by 
WASH 
10 This target was revised from 1000 to 100 on May 7, 2020  
11 Estimate based on % in each region. 
12 This result will be postponed until, schools are reopened.  
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Child Protection        

# of social workers supported with 
materials for self-care and messages 
on lifesaving / behaviour change 
messages on COVID-19 

 375 18013 125 16   

# of child protection cases reported 
and referred (by type of service) 

 1,300 1,30814 250 17   

Number of children without parental 
or family care provided with 
appropriate alternative care 
arrangements 

 300 1,13015 100    

Number of children, parents and 
primary caregivers provided with 
community based mental health and 
psychosocial support 

 3,000 7,22416 1,000    

Nutrition        

Number of primary caregivers of 
children aged 0-23 months and 24-
59 months who received IYCF 
counselling through facilities and 
community platforms. 

 39,000 
35,127 

 
2,340 40   

Number of number children 6 to 59 
months affected by SAM admitted for 
treatment17. 

 39,000 
3,609 

 
2,340 10   

Social Policy Evidence and Social Inclusion (SPESI) 

Socio-Economic Impact of COVID-
19 with focus on children and women 
developed (y/n) 

  0  -   

Number of social safety net 
beneficiaries reached with 
supplementary support to mitigate 
the effects of COVID18 

 584,113 584,113  -   

 

Annex B: Funding Status 

Sector Requirements 

Funds available Funding gap 

Received Current 
Year 

Reprogrammed $ % 

Nutrition 2,269,000 572,302 2,666,758 0 0% 

Health 8,683,649 5,579,831 1,242,000 1,861,818 21% 

Wash 8,435,500 3,104,807 686,957 4,643,736 55% 

Child Protection 1,692,985 572,302 1,544,920 0 0% 

Education 4,402,126 1,062,984 728,945 2,610,197 59% 

C4D 2,181,656 1,508,120 0 673,536 31% 

SPESI 340,000   738,822 0 0% 

CAP 30,000   0 30,000 100% 

Programme 
Effectiveness  

0 1,200,797 0 0 0% 

Total 28,034,916 13,601,144 7,608,402 6,825,369 24% 

 

 
13 8 social workers (Oromia 4 and Amhara 4) were provided with PPE that includes masks and  hand sanitizer.  
14 In this reporting period 268 unaccompanied and separated minors (Amhara 47 (32 boys and 15 girls), Addis Ababa 1 (boy), Dire Dawa 220 (192 
boys and 28 girls) were reunified with their families. 
15 In this reporting period, 268 children, 47 in Amhara, 220 in Dire Dawa and 1 in Addis regions received reunification and alternative care support. 
16 In this reporting period 1,126 children and parents/care givers (11 in Benishangul-Gumuz, 1,115 in SNNPR) were reached through MHPSS 
messages. 
17 The results for the treatment of SAM children in the context of COVID-19, will be delayed, until June 2020 due to the reporting timetable. 
18 This result is captured under WASH but is represented here to illustrate the total number of social safety net beneficiaries reached. The support 
provided included access to hygiene assets (soap, IEC materials etc).  


