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The project has created a photo voter list of 81 million
people  

"I am very happy that every
Bangladeshi can now show their
identity as a citizen. As a woman, I no
longer have to rely on my husband,
father or son when I go to a bank or
other service providers. I can use my
new identification card to prove my
identity." 

Sharmeen Sultana, a 43 year old
woman from Dhaka

Context 

The Parliamentary Election in Bangladesh scheduled for January 2007
was called off due, in part, to an inaccurate electoral roll. Through the
Preparation of Electoral Roll with Photographs (PERP) project, to which
the EU is the biggest foreign contributor, the first ever computerised
photo voter list of 81 million voters was compiled in less than a year. To
encourage also female voters to register the project, a large number of
female registration officers were recruited, separate areas for women
were established and, women were educated through mosques & civil
society on the acceptability under Islamic law of unveiling for photos
used for official documents. 

Objectives 

To reduce electoral fraud, facilitate the conduct of fair, credible and
transparent elections, and strengthen democratic governance.

Impact 

Fair, credible and transparent elections held in December 2008
using the new photographic voter list (87% turnout).

A total of more than 81 million voters registered - 51% of them
women.

The national ID card, a by-product of the project, has empowered
women, and given them a sense of identity.

Election support 
Empowering the electoral participation of women in
Bangladesh  

EC Partners  

Government of
Bangladesh

Governments of the
Netherlands, South
Korea, Norway,
Sweden, Switzerland
and Denmark 

United Nations
Development
Programme (UNDP)

UK Department for
International
Development (DFID)

Facts and Figures  

EC contribution: €15
million (23% of total)
Duration: 2007-2010

For more information: 
http://delbgd.ec.europa.eu/en/index.htm   MDG 3
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The project has created a photo voter list of 81 million people  

Keeping religious sensitivity in mind - Hamida and Nasreen

Throughout the whole electoral process, the PERP Project (Preparation
of Electoral Roll with Photographs) has kept religious sensitivity in mind,
while helping women to feel more included in the national
decision-making process and thus empower them in a democratic
society. 

Hamida Begum, a 50 year old housewife, reflecting on the awareness
campaign launched by the project to educate on the acceptability under
Islamic law of unveiling for photos used for official documents: "My
husband came home from Friday prayer one afternoon, and told me that
the Imam was encouraging everyone, including women, to go out and
register as voters. I did not have any problems with taking a picture of
myself. It is not forbidden to take such pictures for official documents.
Women finally feel confident and secure because they have an official
identity. The laws outlined in the Bangladesh constitution are finally
being practiced."

PERP has also produced a significant positive impact through its
issuance of ID cards. There were originally intended to be a temporary
identification for the purposes of the election, but quickly filled the gap
left by the absence of any form of a national ID card, and became a
strong incentive for people to register on the new voter list.

Nasreen Sultana, a 30 year old woman from Savar, working for a local
NGO, explains the impact of the ID card on her personal life: "When I
got my new job at a local NGO, I was asked for my ID card. As I gave
my ID to my boss, I felt that I was finally a citizen. I was an individual
and was not my husband's wife, or my father's daughter. I was an
individual standing by myself."

a woman taking her picture for the
photographic voter list and ID card 
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